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KIM SINGLES, SCORES TWICE; HEARON SCORES ONE

Warriors Nip Blue Devils, 4-3,
In Section Semifinal Baseball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After doubling, Rich Spurr scored
on Chris Norris’ single in the top of
the ninth, and starting pitcher Matt
Giannini faced only four batters in
the bottom of the inning to give the
19-7 Watchung Hills High School
baseball team a 4-3 victory over host
Westfield in the semifinals of the

North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament on May 25.

The real story was the fine pitch-

ing performances of Gianinni and
Blue Devil pitchers Tom Ricciuti
and Mike Streaman. In his nine in-
nings, Gianinni recorded seven
strikeouts and one earned run while
walking three and allowing five hits.
In five innings, Ricciuti allowed six
hits and two earned runs, walked two
and hit a batter while fanning five.
Streaman relieved in the sixth, struck

out two, walked two, hit two batters
and allowed one run.

“Gianinni battled and battled the

whole game,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster. “Tommy just
ran out of gas in the sixth inning.
That’s why I got him out and
Streaman came in and did a good job
for us.”

Spurr finished 2-for-4 with a double
and two runs scored, and James
Potkovski blasted a leadoff solo home

run in the sixth for the War-
riors. Blue Devil Sam Kim
had a single and scored two
runs, including the tying run
in the seventh inning, and
Mike Murray ripped an RBI
double in the sixth.

Spurr hopped a leadoff
single in the first and, with
two outs, advanced to sec-
ond on an infield error. The
next batter, Chris Costa,
punched an RBI single up
the middle. The Warriors
took a 2-0 lead in the sec-
ond when Spenser Brenn
and Kyle Higgins both
singled and Gianinni lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly to right,
bringing Brenn home.

Kim singled in the fifth,
stole second, flew to third
on a wild pitch and scored
on another wild pitch to nar-
row the score to 2-1. In the
top of the sixth, Petkovski
launched his solo blast over
the left-centerfield fence,
then the Blue Devils imme-
diately answered when Billy

Hearon singled and scored from first
on Murray’s double to right.

MUSACCHIA RIPS WINNING RBI, GELMETTI WALKS 0

Blue Devils Cage Hawks, 1-0,
In 12th for Sectional Crown

MACDONALD, 2 GOALS, ASSIST; LOFFREDO, 2 GOALS

Ridgewood Gets Inside Track,
Stops Blue Devil Laxers, 13-8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive tightness proved to make
the difference and the pendulum con-
tinued to swing in Westfield’s favor
as the Westfield High School softball
team shut down highly touted J.P.
Stevens, 1-0, in a 12-inning mara-
thon to capture the NJSIAA North
Jersey Section 2, Group 4 champion-
ship at Whippany Park on May 27.
The sectional title is the first for
Westfield since 1990.

Senior catcher Lauren Musacchia
drilled a winning line drive into short
center with two outs in the 12th that
scored Mary Kate Flannery. Senior
right-handed ace Lauren Gelmetti,
who was superb throughout, surren-
dered seven hits, sat down five Hawks
and walked none. J.P. Stevens starter
Becky Garibotto scattered three hits,
struck out six and walked one.

“To give our six seniors this to take
away with them from Westfield soft-
ball is so great,” said Gelmetti. “I’m
so excited! Mentally, we held our
own. We did not let up in any way,
shape or form. The defense played
the game it needed to and we got the
hit and the run when we needed it. It
was a perfect game without errors.
Any day, anyone can win. This was
our day and we took it away from a
good and solid team that can hit. I
heard of their power and I came in
prepared for that. I was a little ner-
vous with a runner on second base in
the fourth, but we got out of it. I kept
my composure because I don’t like
teams to see if I’m a little rattled
because it gives them an edge. Great
stuff happened!”

The 16-8 Blue Devils executed two
big league defensive plays. The first
came in the top of the fifth, when third
baseman Marilyn Mench scooped up
the ball for the putout and then whizzed
the ball to Fietkiewicz at second for a
double play. That feat repeated itself
in the 12th when Fietkiewicz (12
putouts) made an outstanding snag,
stepped on the pad and rifled the ball
to Jenny Frost at first.

“While it was a pitcher’s duel from
the get-go, I feel our defense won
this game, 100 percent,” said Blue

Devil Head Coach Tara Pignoli.
“They really stepped it up and played
their best game when it counted.
They did not buckle and they did not
show the tiniest sign of hesitation or

doubt. They were aggressive, went
after it and won it.”

The 19-5 Hawks threatened in the
bottom of the 10th, but Fietkiewicz

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“All good things must pass,” and the
giant killer’s, the Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team, quest for the Group
3 championship fell short to the sticks

of second-seeded Ridgewood, 13-8, in
the title game at Ridge High School
field on May 29. The 18-4 Maroon
were led by lefty John Willis, who
slipped inside the Blue Devils’ defense
and netted three goals.

The 9-11 Blue Devils, seeded fifth,
reached the finals by jolting fourth-
seeded Don Bosco and then by shock-
ing top-seeded previously undefeated
Shawnee, 9-8, in overtime.

“The team pulled together at the
end. During that stretch, we never
gave up,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista. “We were down
in games against state competitors
and we were able to come back. I
owe a lot to my senior leadership.
They kept the team together. They
were confident. Today, a couple of
things just didn’t bounce our way.
That was the difference in the game.”

The Maroon, however, had differ-
ent plans and found success pen-
etrating the Blue Devils’ inner de-
fense with sudden strikes.

“Ridgewood has excellent shooters.
They have a couple of All-Americans.

We were trying to keep them out, give
them the outside shot. They did get
inside on a couple. We made some
mistakes sliding and losing guys early
in the game,” explained Benaquista.

In each of the first three quarters,
every time the Blue Devils got close
in the score, the Maroon struck with
a vengeance, netting seven of their
goals in the final two minutes.

“We kept crawling back, crawling
back, but they seemed to keep sepa-
rating the gap,” said Benaquista.
“Maybe we were relaxing too much.
That’s when you really have to tighten
up. You can’t relax in any part of the
game. They got a couple of goals at
key moments of the game. That re-
ally hurt us.”

Seniors Chris MacDonald, with
two goals and an assist, and Jourdan
Loffredo, with two goals, led the

Blue Devils offensively, with Taylor
Hogarth, Brian Gallagher, Andrew
Schott and Brady Lau adding one
goal each and Andrew Sinnenberg
contributing an assist. Zach Pucci
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David B. Corbin (Early 2004 photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING TO THE MOC…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Brian
Kopnicki placed fourth in the 1600 meters and third in the 3200 meters at the
Group 3 Tournament in Egg Harbor on May 28-29 to qualify for the Meet of
Champions (MOC). He scored all 10 of the team’s points. Raider Mary Shashaty
placed ninth in the girls 3200 with a time of 11:23.43, a new school record. She
ran faster than 19 of the 36 girls who qualified for the MOC in this event.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NORTH JERSEY, SECTION 2, GROUP 4 CHAMPS…The Blue Devil girls rejoice after defeating J. P. Stevens, 1-0, in
12 innings for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 softball title at Whippany Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING AFTER A LOOSE BALL…Blue Devil Taylor Hogarth, No. 5, gets into the heat of battle with the Ridgewood
Maroon. Hogarth netted a goal in the game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANUFACTURING A RUN…Blue Devil Sam Kim calls timeout after sliding safely into
third on a sac fly. Kim scored two runs against Watchung Hills.




