
‘Deserted Village’ Will Be
Featured in Documentary

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

A new documentary investigating
the Deserted Village of the Watchung
Reservation will air on Comcast of
Union this month.

Hometown Tales, a self-described
“documentary film series featuring
Jersey’s near-forgotten legends,”
examines urban legends in various
locales in hopes of separating fact
from fiction. Co-creators and pro-
ducers Bryan Minogue and Gene
Fitzpatrick began working on the
segment last month.

According to Mr. Fitzpatrick, the
project was prompted when fans of
the Hometown Tales series e-mailed
the creators, expressing interest in
the story of the Deserted Village.
The filmmakers sought to learn the

accurate history of the village, inter-
viewing Park Director Dan Bernier
and Matt Tomaso, director of the
Feltville Archaeological Project of
Montclair State University.

In 1720, settler Peter Willcox pur-
chased a piece of land in the
Watchung Mountains, once home
to Leni Lenape Native Americans.
Mr. Willcox built a grist and lumber
mill, which remained in his family
until David Felt purchased it in 1845.
Felt, a paper manufacturer from New
York, further developed the settle-
ment into a small village known as
Feltville. The village included a
general store, church, post office
and several homes for the workers
and their families. According to the
New Jersey Historic Trust website,
Feltville workers specialized in the
production of special marbleized
paper.

After the industrial decline of
Feltville, the town was purchased
and renamed Glenside, which flour-
ished as a summer resort. Between

1882 and 1916, many of the build-
ings were remodeled from the Greek-
Revival style of Feltville into a more
rustic appearance. In 1920, Union
County incorporated the land into
Watchung Reservation Park. In 1980,
the State and National Registers of
Historic Places listed Feltville-
Glenside Park as an important his-
torical site.

Today, the old cottages still stand
as a testament to the successful 19th
century community. Some legends,
such as the haunted cemetery, in-
trigue local visitors. Mr. Tomaso is
currently involved in an excavation
of what is believed to have been the
Feltville summer residence of David
Felt.

As with most historic areas, ghost
legends surrounding the Deserted

Village abound. Visitors have re-
ported unexplained noises and
ghostly sightings in the old cottages
and community barn.

Mr. Fitzpatrick told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Hometown Tales
strove to portray the history of the
village accurately, without citing
unproven rumors. While folktales
exist involving satanic cults and su-
pernatural mysteries in Watchung
Reservation, Mr. Fitzpatrick said,
“The village itself has an interesting
history.”

The episode of Hometown Tales
featuring the Deserted Village, as
well as Ghosts of Drew University
and Tales of West Virginia, will air at
8 p.m. tomorrow on Channel 26. For
more information, visit
www.hometowntales.com.

The Union County Feltville-
Glenside museum welcomes visi-
tors year-round from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and seasonal tours are avail-
able.
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Fred Rossi for The Times
SUMMERTIME…A relaxed couple enjoy the quiet summer evening on Monday
by the fountain at the Alan Augustine Park in downtown Scotch Plains.
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Westfield’s Summer Playgrounds
Offer Kids A Chance to Get Out

Freeholders Approve $39 Million
Expenditure for Detention Facility
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By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders moved two ordi-
nances for final adoption at the Thurs-
day July 22 regular public meeting.
First, the freeholders adopted an or-
dinance authorizing their consent to
the issuance by the Union County
Improvement Authority of its tax-
exempt bonds in an amount not to
exceed $15,000,000. The bonds will
finance the 2004 capital lease and
infrastructure program to be under-
taken by the Authority and the projects
associated therewith.

Second, the freeholders passed an
ordinance to amend an ordinance
entitled “Union County Administra-
tive Code.” The ordinance adjusts the
fees for records and documents in the
Engineering and Construction depart-
ment. The board reiterated, follow-
ing public questioning, that the pro-
posed changes do not affect photo-
copying documents of public record;
rather, they create a new fee schedule
that doesn’t exist presently in the
Division of Engineering. All 11x17
documents will be $1 per sheet, 24x36
documents $5, and color aerial pho-
tography $2.50 per sheet. Survey
maps and flood insurance rate maps
will cost $2.50.

The board conducted first reading
on a bond ordinance authorizing the
making of various public improve-
ments, and the acquisition of new
additional or replacement equipment
and machinery, new automotive ve-
hicles, including original apparatus
and equipment, new additional fur-
nishings and new communication and
signal systems. The freeholders will

appropriate $49,032,044 to pay the
cost. The board will seek state and
federal grants and funds from Linden
to make the down payment.

Union County Finance Director
Larry Caroselli told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
$49,000,000 pertains to all projects
comprising the 2004 capital budget,
which includes roadwork, bridge
projects, acquiring equipment, work
on Union County College (UCC) and
Union County Vocational-Technical
School (VoTech).

Mr. Caroselli said that Linden
would pay $203,000 of that money to
fund the widening of Route 1 at the
Wheeler Park entrance on Stiles Street
and Route 1. “What this does is allow
for easier access to the airport com-
plex. We booked this as a capital
project. This ordinance is merely for
bookkeeping purposes.”

The board also conducted a first
reading on an ordinance authorizing
the execution or acknowledgment and
delivery by Union County of certain
agreements in relation to the Union
County Improvement Authority
“County of Union General Obliga-
tion Lease Revenue Bonds, Series
2004 (Juvenile Detention Center Fa-
cility Project.” Also, the ordinance
authorized the issuance by The Union
County Improvement Authority of
such bonds in an amount not to ex-
ceed $39,000,000.

Mr. Caroselli said the agreement
allows the county to enter into a lease
agreement with the Union County
Improvement Authority to pay debt
services. The agreement allows the
county, in its process to fund a brand
new juvenile detention facility, to

acquire land and begin building the
complete structure. The center will
be located in Linden off Route 1.

Final adoption of both ordinances
will occur on Thursday, August 19.

Prior to board action, the freehold-
ers heard a presentation by Thomas J.
Bistocchi, the superintendent of the
Union County VoTech. Dr. Bistocchi
and two associates presented an idea
for expanding the vocational school-
ing in Union County to include a
medical and science specialized high
school. The suggestions included a
proposal to create an association with
Vo Tech, UCC, Rutgers, and The
University of Dentistry and Medi-
cine that would provide Union County
children the chance to have a con-
tinuum program from 9th grade to
medical school.

“We ask you to support the concep-
tual program at Votech for enhancing
the programs to create a path for
students who seek medical careers,”
Dr. Bistocchi said. “The success we
have achieved speaks for itself.”

“I’m impressed with the cutting
edge education you’re providing,”
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella said.
“This is just another example of why
you are a leader in the field of educa-
tion. The concept is terrific.”

During public comment, Free-
holder challengers Bruce Patterson
and Pat Quattrocchi addressed the
board. Mr. Patterson specifically
challenged Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan’s credibility and questioned
his job as Director of Agency Opera-
tions for the NJ Motor Vehicle Com-
mission, citing a violation of the
Hatch Act. Chairman Angel Estrada
told the candidate that he was out of
order under Robert’s Rules of Order
and must address the board chair,
not single out any specific member.
Mr. Sullivan did respond to Mr.
Patterson during the council’s com-
ments.

“Let me clear something up once
and for all about this Hatch Act,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “I have a letter at home
that came from Washington. That
complaint was filed by Mr. Morin,
who is the county GOP Chairman, in
an attempt to try to knock me off in
2001. The letter states that I was not
subject to any penalty, I was not in
violation of the Hatch Act. So, this
baloney statement that I left my job
because of the Hatch Act is blatantly
false and he (Mr. Patterson) just con-
tinues to lie about it because he knows
nothing about it.”

“I’ll bring the letter if you like,”
Mr. Sullivan said. “I wish I was get-
ting $125,000. I know what my salary

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Times

Drive by any one of Westfield’s six
elementary schools on a weekday and
you’ll be surprised at how many kids
are flocking to schoolgrounds during
their summer vacation.

Thanks to the Westfield Recreation
Department’s Summer Playground
Program, local kids have plenty of
reasons to head back to their schools
(without stepping inside their class-
rooms, of course). Tetherball, Con-
nect Four tourneys, water games, Uno
and Indian Pin are just a few of the
activities that the program coordi-
nates.

The Summer Playground Program
runs from Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 3.45 p.m. at every
Westfield elementary school, provid-
ing kids with the opportunity to par-
ticipate in organized games, sports
and art activities with other neighbor-
hood kids. The seven-week summer
program has been in existence for at
least 40 years, according to Bruce
Kaufmann, director of the Westfield
Recreation Department.

This year, more than 1,500
Westfield elementary-school children
are participating in their neighbor-
hood playgrounds, up from more than
1,100 last year. And anyone who
hasn’t signed up isn’t out of luck:
“we’re still getting registrations in on
a daily basis,” said Dee MacKay,
Assistant Director of the Westfield
Recreation Department.

Inspired by playground-like pro-
grams for middle-school children in
other towns in which she had worked,
Ms. MacKay, a past president of the

New Jersey Recreation and Park As-
sociation, proposed a separate sum-
mer program for Westfield sixth- to
eighth-graders, and in this pilot year
of Teen Scene’s existence, about 80
middle-schoolers meet at Tamaques
Park for their own version of the
elementary-school playground.

“Children in that age group are
kind of a lost entity,” Ms. MacKay
said. “They’re too young to work but
too old for elementary-school play-
grounds, and they need a more struc-
tured option for their summer.”

On Monday mornings, Teen Scene
participants head to Memorial Pool
along with all of the elementary-
school kids for an all-playground
swim, and scattered throughout the
summer schedule, the middle-
schoolers go on a variety of field trips
that have so far included a bowling
excursion, a minor league baseball
game and a Sandy Hook history tour
and beach day.

Next Wednesday, Teen Scene par-
ticipants will travel to Count Basie
Park in Red Bank to compete in the
Playground Olympics against mem-
bers of other playgrounds across the
state. Among the Olympic events will
be long jump, softball, soccer, sprints,
relays and foul-shooting.

Westfield’s playgrounds are unique,
said Ms. MacKay, in that “they create
a true neighborhood atmosphere –
many other towns that run play-
grounds run them from a centralized
location, which can make things a
little unruly.”

The playground program boasts a
staff of more than 40 high-schoolers,
college students and adults, includ-

ing site supervisors and counselors.
Many of the counselors are education
majors or are hoping to work with
children in the future, said Ms.
MacKay.

“[The counselors and site supervi-
sors] are extraordinary,” said Thom
Hornish, four-year program director
and Westfield High School teacher
and coach. “It’s amazing to me that
young people not yet in the education
field are able to adapt to the play-
ground atmosphere and be so cre-
ative with the kids. They’re really
good, and I’m proud to have taught or
coached many of them.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

S. Plains Downtown Searches
For Improvement Methods

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: This is part five of a
six-part feature on the business cen-
ters in our area that will include
Downtown Westfield, Westfield’s
South Avenue corridor, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood.

* * * * * * *
On a recent Thursday evening, down-

town Scotch Plains could have been
described as almost bustling. A large
crowd was gathered at Alan Augustine

Park next to the municipal building for
the free weekly summer concert. The
parking lots were filled. Teenagers rode
bikes and skateboards. Kids ran around
the park. A police officer kept an eye on
traffic and assisted pedestrians cross-
ing busy Park Avenue.

Someone visiting a day earlier or
later, though, would have seen a vastly
different downtown: just a scattering
of people out and about, most of the
businesses closed by 5 p.m. and the
bulk of the auto traffic consisting of
commuters using Scotch Plains as

their route home.
It is this contrast that backers of a

Special Improvement District (SID)
wanted to eliminate, so a bustling
business district would not be a Thurs-
day aberration, but rather the norm.
The Township Council ruled last
month to reject the proposed SID
ordinance after downtown property
owners opposing the idea showed up
at two public hearings. The oppo-
nents expressed concerns about the
costs and benefits of the SID. The
ruling exposed a business commu-
nity that Mayor Martin Marks termed
“a bit disjointed” and left downtown
Scotch Plains where it has been for
some time: lacking in vacancies, but
also lacking a unified business com-
munity and a cohesive theme.

“Those Thursday-night concerts are
a glimpse of what the town could be,”
said Barry Gaunt, owner of Vitamin
Express on Park Avenue. He also
pointed to Saturdays, when a farmers
market is held in the municipal building
parking lot and live music is played on
the sidewalk across the street. “That
also makes us look like a town,” he said.
Mr. Gaunt was a member of the steer-
ing committee that spent several months
last year and early this year coming up
with proposals for a downtown SID.
With the failure of the SID ordinance,
he feels that while “the town is not
going to die, it’s also not going to grow.”

Echoing what Councilwoman
Nancy Malool, a prime booster of the
SID on the Township Council, said
during the SID vote last month, Mr.
Gaunt feels the downtown will “wal-
low in mediocrity. It will continue to
be exactly what it is today.”

It appears that any efforts at making
changes will eventually have to origi-
nate with the business community.

“The ball is in their court,” Mayor
Marks said. “It’s apparent to me that
there’s not much of a consensus among
business and property owners about
where the downtown is headed and,
without that, it’s hard to do something.”

Councilwoman Malool agrees, tell-
ing The Times that “the initiative has to
come from the business community.”

She noted that the township gov-
ernment had initiated the SID idea
last year and had taken it to the busi-
ness community. In the wake of the
rejection of the ordinance, “the bur-
den is switched,” she said, telling
local businesses: “Now it’s your turn.”

The geographical layout of the
downtown makes binding all busi-
nesses together in a common effort a
challenge. While the focal point may
be Park Avenue, the central business

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SEARCHING FOR HISTORY...Above, archeologists from Montclair State
University dig for historic artifacts at the Deserted Village in the Watchung
Reservation. Below, several historic buildings still remain in tact at the site.
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THE DELUGE...Cars on South Hetfield Avenue in Scotch Plains navigate through a waterway following the heavy rain
Tuesday evening. Neighbors on Shady Lane help by pushing a stranded automobile out of the flood waters .
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FITNESS SPA CAFE

Cory Mermer for The Times
SPLISH-SPLASH…Swimmers take time out to play a game of UNO at Willow Grove pool in Scotch Plains during a recent
meet with the Westfield Memorial Pool Swim Team.
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Union County Freeholder Board Approves
$39 Mil. Expenditure for Detention Facility

is, and I’d be happy to tell anybody, but
Mr. Patterson, you are going to have to
file a Freedom of Information Act
request to find out what my salary is.
In fact, I just got a 2.9 percent raise. As
far as no experience, I would leave it to
the voters and the residents of the state
of NJ. If you’ve been in a motor ve-
hicle office in the past year and you’re
happy with how things are going there
you’ll think I’m doing a pretty good
job. I’m responsible for 45 agencies in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Summer Playgrounds Offer
Kids Chance to Get Out

Each year, program staff organize
a variety of special events that in-
volve participants from each neigh-
borhood playground. Next Friday is
“Everybody’s Birthday” at Tamaques
Park, where everyone can gather for
birthday cake and ice cream. Later in
the summer, playground-wide Olym-
pics will involve all the playgrounds
in town-wide competition.

Annual fundraiser fairs organized
and run by members of each play-
ground give participants a chance to
plan a large project and display their
creativity by developing the booths
for the event. In the past, all six play-
grounds would combine to put on one
large fair, but program organizers have
decided that running individual fairs
at each playground would limit over-
crowding and give kids a chance to
visit other schools’ fairs. This
summer’s fairs are being held over a
three-night span that began on Tues-
day and, weather-permitting, will end
tonight with Jefferson and Franklin’s
fairs, which will run from 5:30 until 8
p.m.

This summer, Mr. Hornish con-
tacted the Westfield Armory about
the possibility of running a “Support
the Troops” letter-writing initiative.
An armory liaison will provide him
with the first names of 200 soldiers
on active duty, and after playground
participants write letters to the sol-
diers, the Armory will coordinate their
delivery to Iraq.

“These names will be of soldiers
who are single and who maybe aren’t

receiving a ton of mail,” Mr. Hornish
said. “Receiving letters from back
home will be a pretty powerful thing.”

In a separate initiative, Wilson
School site supervisor Kerri Anness,
a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), is running an “adopt
a soldier” project. Wilson’s play-
ground participants will write letters
to Patrick Touhey, soldier and WHS
Class of 2000. They will also donate
supplies to the Red Cross to be sent to
help the troops.

Jefferson School is the site of an
inclusion program in its second year.
Special needs children who partici-
pate in summer academic programs
offered at the school now have the
opportunity to join the kids of the
Jefferson playground for games and
other activities. A staff of special per-
sonnel, including special education
majors and a paraprofessional, help
to integrate the two groups of chil-
dren.

“To see them intermingling, being
included in these games with other
kids and just ‘letting children be chil-
dren’ is really great,” said Ms.
MacKay.

The playground organizers ex-
pressed their satisfaction with posi-
tive improvements to the program
and with the enthusiastic participa-
tion of both playground attendees and
program staff.

“Keeping children involved in
something active and wholesome in
their neighborhood is really impor-
tant,” said Ms. MacKay.

district is generally recognized to in-
clude the length of East Second Street,
Front Street, Terrill Road between
East Second and Front Streets and
even a portion of Westfield Avenue.
Then there is the stretch of Route 22,
with its strip malls and stand-alone
businesses, as well as those stores on
a segment of South Avenue near its
intersection with Hetfield Avenue.

Scotch Plains’ central business dis-
trict has no anchor or national chain
store to attract shoppers. Besides the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church on Park
Avenue, with its large colonial-era
cemetery, the most significant land-
marks are Snuffy’s Pantagis at the
north end of Park Avenue, the pre-
Revolutionary War-era Stage House
Inn and the CVS drug store at Park
Avenue and East Second Street.

Perhaps surprisingly, downtown
Scotch Plains offers more than a dozen
eat-in establishments and a handful of
others offering take-out food. There
are also a number of hobby, antique
and other specialty shops that some
feel should be the focus of future down-
town revitalization efforts. Rather than
trying to attract a national chain store,
many feel that downtown Scotch Plains
should concentrate on more small
“mom-and-pop” businesses geared to-
wards shoppers looking for antiques
or specialty jewelry and gifts, hobby-
ists looking for a rare stamp or coin,
comic book collectors, model train
enthusiasts and history buffs attracted
by the Osborn Cannonball House and
the Baptist Parsonage.

Steve Goldberg, President of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA), isn’t en-
tirely sure what the answer might be.

“It’s hard to say,” he told The Times.
“You want to put something in the
downtown to make people come.”

He believes that the bulk of down-
town shoppers come from the north
side of Scotch Plains, with south side
residents just as easily heading to
Westfield, Edison or Clark to shop.

“We need to attract people from
outside this one little area.” And to do
this, he said, “it would be nice to have
something in the center of town that’s
going to attract people. If we added
more antiques or collectibles shops,
that would be wonderful.”

He said attracting any type of larger
anchor store is not possible at present
because “there’s no space, unless we
develop the hedge property,” the par-
cel of township-owned land on Park
Avenue next to the municipal build-
ing. That land was subdivided several
years back, but according to Mayor
Marks, there is no consensus today
among Township Council members

about whether to rezone the property
so that it could be sold to a private
entity and then developed.

A walk through downtown Scotch
Plains reveals a real lack of vacant
storefronts, and Mr. Goldberg feels
that some property owners who op-
posed the SID ordinance are prob-
ably “happy with the way things are,”
since they have stable tenants who
are able to pay the rent every month.

Mayor Marks saw a similar senti-
ment. “It’s understandable that land-
lords take on any type of tenant as
long as they can pay the rent each
month,” he said. “We don’t have a lot
of vacancies, but there’s also not a lot
of diversity either.”

Sal Lamastra, an East Second Street
property who was among the more vo-
cal opponents of the SID this spring, said
he was “very happy” that it was rejected.
According to Mr. Lamastra, the pro-
posed property assessments to finance
the SID’s operations were expensive. “I
think property owners are satisfied with
the way things are in town,” he told The
Times. “No one neglects their proper-
ties. Stores aren’t run down.”

He maintained that tenants, too,
“are happy with the way things are.”

During the discussions about the SID
last winter and again during the public
hearings on the ordinance, a number of
comments were aired by business and
property owners on East Second Street
feeling separated from the rest of down-
town. Property owners there have com-
plained that the aesthetic streetscape
improvements made in recent years never
extended to East Second Street, annual
downtown street fairs never included
their thoroughfare in any meaningful
way and that the focus of all efforts has
always been on Park Avenue.

“We haven’t done as well with East
Second Street,” said Mr. Goldberg,
adding that the zone needs to be pro-
moted more effectively.

But that street is not strictly a busi-
ness zone, with a number of private
residences mixed in among retail and
other businesses. West of Senger
Place, the buildings vary in size and
setback, creating a somewhat dis-
jointed-looking area.

Despite the problems, new busi-
nesses are still opening in town.
Scotch Plains resident Crystal Smith
left a Wall Street career to open Di-
vine Essence Café on East Second
Street in February. Ms. Smith told
The Times she liked the New York
City cafes and “wanted to bring a
touch of Manhattan here.”

Ms. Smith said she chose her East
Second Street locale because it offers
“a lot of potential” and “doesn’t have
the traffic jams like you see on Park

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Downtown Seeks Improvement Methods;
Officials and Merchants Offer Suggestions

Avenue.” She said her position be-
tween CVS and the Complete Care
walk-in medical facility is “a great
location” because she gets walk-in
traffic from the rear parking lot that
serves CVS, the medical facility and
several other smaller businesses.

She sees a need for “some type of
organized effort where people can sit
down and figure out how to market
the downtown.”

As one example, she pointed to
Westfield, which, she said, assembles
a printed directory of all businesses
and then mails it to every resident.
“We need to attract people to the
downtown,” Ms. Smith said.

Around the corner on Park Avenue,
John Rock recently opened Vac Pro, a
vacuum repair and sales store. “I was
looking for a good location with rea-
sonable rent,” he told The Times. Mr.
Rock said he hopes being situated on
Park Avenue, along with access to the
municipal parking lot to his rear, will
prove beneficial to his three-month-
old business.

Down the block, a long-time busi-
ness owner also sees the need for a
renewed effort in the downtown. Vincent
Losavio of John’s Meat Market on Park
Avenue, the longest-running business
in Scotch Plains, said he has been fortu-
nate. “People come to our store from all
over the area,” said Mr. Losavio.

Mr. Losavio, a member of SPBPA’s
board of directors, said he has posed
a challenge to the other members: “If
I can get them coming in, why can’t
we keep them?” It’s clear, he told The
Times, that things in the downtown
area “can’t stay like this.”

While he said his store, which sells
high-grade meats, is busy, many of
his neighbors aren’t as fortunate be-
cause “no one walks through town.”

A SID would have helped, Mr.
Losavio said. He pointed out that down-
town Scotch Plains is “an easy drive”
from a number of towns like Summit,
Short Hills, Berkeley Heights,
Plainfield and Edison. “It’s easy to get
here,” he said, adding that if the down-
town businesses were organized in the
right way, attracting more potential
customers would not be difficult. “A
SID would have done that.”

In the post-SID era, businesses in gen-
eral and the SPBPA in particular “have to
regroup. Others have to get involved. We
have to revamp our efforts.”

SPBPA’s Steve Goldberg agrees.
He is planning a meeting in early
autumn for members and non-mem-
bers “to see what they want from us.”

He said there was a perception,
which was aired at times during the
year-long SID process, that SPBPA is
dominated by a small handful of mem-
bers. What Mr. Goldberg wants for
the upcoming meeting is to have as
many business owners as possible in
attendance and then say to them: “This
is our organization, come on board.
What do you want us to do? What do
you want us to be? Get involved.” He
hopes not only downtown
businesspeople attend but also those
from elsewhere, such as on Route 22.

Mayor Marks said he is willing to
act as a “facilitator” in continuing
downtown revitalization efforts. He
noted, however, “if people have a ‘no
change’ attitude, that is defeatist. If
they have a ‘my way or no way’ atti-
tude, that, too, is defeatist.” Regard-
less, he said, “to leave things where
they are is absolutely unacceptable.
Right now, we have mediocrity. Doing
nothing would doom the downtown to
worse than mediocrity.”

He said downtown owners “need to
realize that it’s going to take some
money to make money.”

Councilwoman Malool said that
despite the SID’s failure,  “the whole
process woke up the downtown and
made them look around and objec-
tively evaluate the downtown area.”

She said that in the future, business
and property owners may take a fresh
look at the SID option “if they don’t
see anything else working.”

In speaking of future downtown
efforts, one point Mayor Marks em-
phasized was that “any future im-
provements will not come on the backs
of residential property taxpayers, at
least while I am in office.”

Several people this spring called
for the costs of the proposed SID to be
borne by all township property tax-
payers instead of only downtown
property owners.

Democratic candidates in this fall’s
mayoral and council elections put
forth alternative ideas. Andrew Baron,
who is opposing Mayor Marks this
November, favors more of a volun-
tary effort to boost the downtown,
including utilizing retired or semi-
retired persons who were successful
in business and “who can bring forth
their talents” and “find more cre-
ative ways” to improve the business
district. He also favors bringing in
advanced students from area col-
leges and universities who can “add
their expertise, and at less cost.”

Mr. Baron said that “the downtown
remains important. Just because the
SID didn’t work doesn’t mean you
don’t go back with other ideas.” He
believes the township government
should continue to work with the busi-
ness community, and he broached the
idea of a business and economic sum-
mit with local government officials,
business and property owners and
even state and county officials.

“It’s not a Democratic issue or a
Republican issue,” he told The Times.
“It’s a Scotch Plains issue. It’s not
about brick pavers and aesthetics. It’s
helping small businesses market
themselves better.”

Victoria McCabe for The Times
A DAY TO PLAY...Participants in the Wilson School Summer Playground
program enjoyed a fair last Tuesday night. Children above are pictured playing
a ball-toss game.

the state and my boss thinks I’m doing
a good job. I just want to reiterate—
you’re dead wrong. Your boss is dead
wrong and you have no clue what
you’re talking about.”

The meeting began with a presen-
tation to Westfield sisters Dylan and
Keegan Wallace. The sisters col-
lected shoes for disadvantaged chil-
dren in the Dominican Republic. The
sisters amassed 500 pairs of shoes
and gave them to Robert Wood Uni-
versity Hospital who helped in the
dispersal.

“We are very proud to have you in
the county and appreciate all your
volunteerism,” Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon said.

“I would like to thank everyone
who helped, especially the kids at
Edison (Intermediate School) who
contributed to the drive,” Dylan
Keegan, 14, said.

In addition, Freeholder Chester
Holmes presented Rahway’s Justin
Wise with a resolution from the Free-
holder Board congratulating him on
being the Union County winner in the
New Jersey Association of Counties
Foundation’s Annual Vocational-
Technical Partners Scholarship
Awards. Justine received a $500
check from the NJAC Foundation
and will study the culinary arts at
Atlantic Cape Community College
in the fall.

Education Enrichment Fdn.
Honors Joan Costello of SP

IMPORTANT RECOGNITION…A teacher in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public school district for 25 years, Joan Costello is congratulated by her
daughter, Donna, after receiving the Service to Education Award from the
Education Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Edu-
cation Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has pre-
sented Joan Costello, a teacher in
Scotch Plains for 25 years, with its
Service to Education Award.

Foundation President Sally
Hogan made the presentation dur-
ing Mrs. Costello’s retirement cel-
ebration in June.

The Service to Education Award
recognizes an individual who has
made outstanding contributions to
the development of youth, fostered
educational excellence and sup-
ported educational opportunities for
local students.

During her teaching career in
Scotch Plains, Mrs. Costello taught
Pre-Kindergarten to fourth grade.
She garnered many grants from the
school district, the network for Edu-
cational Renewal, as well as the
Education Enrichment Foundation.

The grants provided Mrs.

Costello with opportunities to en-
hance curriculum with projects that
highlighted her love of literacy and
the arts.

She is the founder and director
of the McGinn Players, an after-
school theater group for third- and
fourth- grade students that per-
forms an annual theater produc-
tion.

Mrs. Costello’s community in-
volvement includes employment at
the YMCA, the Modern Academie
of Fine Arts and the Fanwood Me-
morial Library. The Music Boost-
ers of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, St. Bartholomew’s Chil-
dren Liturgy and the College Club
were also organizations in which
Mrs. Costello has participated and
supported.

Upon her retirement from teach-
ing, Mrs. Costello and her hus-
band, Vincent, relocated to
Williamsburg, Va.

Woman’s Club of FW
Honors Grant Winner
FANWOOD – The Woman’s Club

of Fanwood, a member of the Federa-
tion of Woman’s Clubs, met for its
last meeting of the season at the home
of President Margery Palmer or an
outdoor picnic lunch.

Guests included scholarship recipi-
ent Allison Williams and her mother,
Barbara Nyars of Fanwood.

Allison, who received a $500 schol-
arship, will attend Rowan University
in the fall, where she plans to major in
elementary education. She was se-
lected for her outstanding academic
record and for her many awards and
activities.

The scholarship committee was
chaired by Joan Kirner and assisted
by Helen Lindsay. The club’s main
goal each year is to award a scholar-
ship to a Fanwood resident and to
make contributions to the commu-
nity.

The club will meet on Wednesday,
September 8, at 12:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Visi-
tors are welcome to attend.

Brian Haines Receives
Rider Univ. Degree

AREA – Rider University in
Lawrenceville has announced that Brian
Christopher Haines of Scotch Plains
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in History during commence-
ment ceremonies on May 14.

FDU’s Campus Reveals
Dean’s and Honors List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Metropoli-
tan campus in Teaneck has an-
nounced the 2004 spring semester
Dean’s and Honors List. Scotch
Plains resident Marvin Awaiteywas
named to the Dean’s List.
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