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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pelitic – Formed or made up of mud
2. Chiminage – A toll for passage

through a forest
3. Xenodochy – Hospitality
4. Serpigo – Any spreading skin dis-

ease, as ringworm

DANAIDE
1. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
2. One of the 28 amino acids necessary

for building muscle tissue
3. A bath with medicated water
4. A deep gash or cut

CLERONOMY
1. Inheritance; heritage
2. A sudden flood or outpouring
3. Foresight; discernment
4. Harmony; as one

BLEB
1. Valueless; barren
2. A horsefly
3. Fat; blubber
4. A small blister or swelling on the

skin or plants
SUBTILIATION

1. The killing of anything offered as a
sacrifice

2. The act of making thin
3. Tickling or stimulating pleasurably
4. Blowing or breathing into or on

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

The Westfield Town Council is con-
sidering a traffic control device on
North Avenue, a county-jurisdiction
road, where pedestrians have been
killed by traffic. Good idea. Doing
the same device as at Temple Emanu-
el. Bad idea.

The equipment was installed in
front of the Temple after another night-
time car-pedestrian collision. The
County, which has jurisdiction over
East Broad Street also, decided to
embrace a new system apparently
then in use in only one other place in
New Jersey. This consists of a series
of yellow lights embedded in the pave-
ment, activated by push buttons on
each side of the street. Signs, stating
a crossing, are posted a few hundred
feet in each direction.

I watched this being installed, yet I
was absolutely startled the first time
the yellow lights went on as I made
one of my hundreds of weekly trips
across that crosswalk. I am still
startled when they go on, and can
only imagine the reaction of the first
time or out of town driver when they
activate, whether a few feet or a few

Lord & Taylor Crosswalk;
Good Idea, Bad Design

Ratner Says Liberate
Michelle LePoidevin

I read Gertrude Wood’s letter calling for
the return of Michelle LePoidevin’s col-
umn with gratitude. It was certainly a relief
to learn that I am not the only Westfielder
who has been dismayed and alarmed at the
puzzling absence of Pen & Ink.

Although I have disagreed with Ms.
LePoidevin’s opinions whenever her com-
mentary strayed from the arts into the
political realm, she has admirably pro-
voked discourse and debate. Whether
extolling Mel Gibson’s pornographically
violent opus, endorsing the California
Gropinator, attacking Hooters or praising
the Cheney-Ashcroft-Rumsfeld Admin-
istration and its half-witted
spokespresident, she has never been bor-
ing and has often been a fertile stimulus
for my own writing.

Therefore, let me add my voice to Ms.
Wood’s in supporting Ms. LePoidevin’s
return to these pages. Liberate Michelle
now!

Robert Ratner
Westfield

hundred feet away.
I assume I am supposed to stop -

but yellow does not mean stop in the
traffic business, only caution, and
the signs say nothing helpful. And
on that street, especially at night,
one is always worried about being
rear-ended.

The fact that the Westfield police
regularly have an officer and a car
with lights blazing and blinking ev-
ery time some event is going on at the
Temple tells me something about how
efficient this system is regarded.

I am not aware of any more fatali-
ties at this crosswalk and have no idea
whether there have been any rear-
enders such as I fear.

I do suggest that a much better
installation, albeit one more expen-
sive, would be a full three-color over-
head signal for cars and walk/do not
walk signals for pedestrians. Same
types exist many places around the
state, and even on 5th Avenue by
Rockefeller Center. I urge the council
not to accept a repeat of the East
Broad installation, and maybe get
that replaced.

Resident Feels Deck Need Is Obvious
And Hopes Voters Are Informed

Westfield Resident Raises Questions
About Parking Decks Financials

I have been reading the Leader’s ar-
ticles and editorials on the proposed park-
ing deck(s) as well as the “Letters to the
Editor” for many, many months. There
has been so much misinformation and
prejudice it is difficult to know where to
begin.

It is understandable that people will
have differences of opinion, particularly
when they think their self-interests will
be adversely affected. Some can be influ-
enced by facts (reasoned with) but others
feel so strongly that the facts are not
believed.

Personally, I believe that a well-de-
signed parking deck is more desirable
(and attractive) than open parking lots. I
also believe that congestion will be re-
duced by strategically placed (and avail-
able) parking spaces. Driving around town
looking for a space increases congestion,
not to mention frustration.

Some will agree with these opinions
and others will not, and that is under-
standable. But one point is indisputable:
there are insufficient parking places in
our shopping area. Several town councils
– all with the same result, have conducted
study after study. And yes, there has been
at least one citizen committee.

The committee, appointed by Mayor
McDermott, consisted of some who were
predisposed toward a parking deck and
some who were not. But after our study
was completed, the vote was unanimous.
As stated before, the facts clearly show
that there is a need for more parking

spaces.
And then there are the more controver-

sial issues of how many decks, how large
should they/it be, where they/it should be
located, and whether residential/commer-
cial space should be included. Of course,
underlying all this is cost and the concern
that taxes will increase.

Unfortunately, there are no guarantees
but our study showed that the project
could be done with no increase in taxes if
residential/commercial space was added
and because of extraordinary low bond
rates that exist.

We on the committee also favored three
decks for two reasons: it took three to get
enough spaces without making the decks
too large and also to disperse traffic.

When all is said and done, I suspect the
two primary reasons some oppose the
parking decks are fear of increased taxes
(they just don’t believe the studies) and
the fear of traffic in their neighborhoods.
The studies have amply addressed both
concerns.

Finally, whether you want parking
decks or not, please recognize that town
councils have and are doing their best to
do what is right for Westfield. Now we
will have a referendum. Unfortunately,
that will not represent “the will of the
people” because only a percentage will
vote and many of those will be unin-
formed or, worse yet, misinformed.

Jacques P. Andre
Westfield

Westfield has proposed a 500 space
parking deck with an additional 19 resi-
dential units and approximately 3,000
square feet of retail space and if necessary
a tax on all the taxable property within the
Town of Westfield.

Lucy McGowan of the Summit Park-
ing Administration said that their parking
deck had approximately 500 spaces. The
cost is $625 per year or $3.00 per day. The
cost to support the bond to construct the
parking deck is paid entirely by the in-
come from the Summit Parking fees.

At the Public Hearing on Tuesday,
August 3 I would like answers to the
following questions:

1. How was Summit able to construct a
similar capacity parking deck without the
associated mixed use development and
with no provisions for additional taxes to
the residents during a time when interest
rates were probably higher than present?

2. What percentage of the $10,000,000
bond is for the parking deck only and
could the income from the parking Fees in
Westfield pay for the Bond as in the case
of Summit?

3. What percentage of the bond cost is
for the residential and commercial areas?
Would the property tax revenues from
these areas support the cost of their por-
tion of the bond?

4. What is the estimate for how many
parking spaces will be taken by the mixed
use development areas for residents, cus-
tomers and employees?

5. The current cost of parking in
Westfield lots #3,8 & 9 is $702 per year
without a parking deck. What will be the
annual fee for parking in the deck?

6. Please explain how Westfield will
separate the cost of commercial develop-
ment from the cost of municipal public
parking. Our taxes should only support
municipal development.

7. Does an additional mixed use devel-
opment area make sense in Westfield
when similar areas have been completed
on Central Avenue and are planned on
North Avenue Garwood/Westfield bor-
der and South Avenue?

Louis Capuano
Westfield

Dead Birds Concern
Westfield and Scotch

Plains Residents
Possibly you can point me in the right

direction for my concern. I am a Westfield
resident and for the past month, there
have been three dead birds on my block.
I have just been made aware of three more
in Scotch Plains, from an acquaintance of
mine who is a resident there.

Upon my noticing the first dead bird in
Westfield, I called the Westfield Health
Department in the event the bird should
be tested for West Nile. No one ever
followed up, and we were left to discard
the bird. Six dead birds in a month’s time,
in the Westfield/Scotch Plains area, that I
am aware of, is of great concern. Some-
how, the word needs to get out in the event
this is part of a much larger issue.

I appreciate your time with this and
really feel that this requires some atten-
tion. If your newspaper can provide it,
that would be a start.

Lisa Bertone
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This e-mail was for-
warded to Westfield Councilman Jim
Foerst with the response below.

Councilman Foerst
Follows Up On Dead

Birds Inquiry
Dear Lisa, Following up on your refer-

ral from The Westfield Leader, I obtained
information regarding the dead birds.

First, the birds themselves are not harm-
ful and will not contaminate you or your
children. If they are small common birds,
you should remove them to a trash can as
soon as possible. If they are a larger bird
such as a crow or hawk, Associated Hu-
mane Society will test them provided that
they have died within 24 hours. Other-
wise, they should just be disposed of or
the Humane Society will put it on a list
and get it when possible.

Contact phone numbers are: James M.
Foerst, (908) 233-3840; Associated Humane
Society, (973) 824-7080; Westfield Health
Department, (908) 789-4070 ext. 4077.

I apologize for the limited response, but
I am leaving for vacation tomorrow and
didn’t want to not respond. I have added
you to my newsletter list and will send you
more information in the coming weeks.

James M. Foerst
Westfield Councilman
www.jamesmfoerst.net

Scotch Plains Baseball Sportsmanship
Extolled by Westfield Parents

Last week our son’s Westfield baseball
team faced Scotch Plains in the finals of
the Cal Ripken District Tournament. The
winner would represent the District in the
State finals. This was the second meeting
between the two teams in this tournament
and each game was not decided until the
last out of the last inning.

Needless to say the game was tense,
hard fought and filled with exciting de-
fensive and offensive plays. Although
our side came out ahead by the close score
of 3-2, it was clear that a bounce of a ball
either way could have easily made Scotch
Plains the winner.

While winning the game was a great
moment for our boys, what was even more
impressive was the outstanding sports-
manship exhibited by both teams. A huge
thank you goes out to Coach Dempsey of
the Scotch Plains team, his coaching staff
and players for their fine play and kind
words. We would also like to take the
opportunity to thank Steve Reiss, Leo White
and Jack Reilly, the coaches of the
Westfield White baseball team.

These coaches dedicate an enormous
amount of personal time and energy to lead
these teams. During the long hours they
spend together it is obvious that in addition
to the basics of hitting and catching, these
coaches have taught their teams to behave
well and be proud no matter what the
outcome. Our boys have learned that al-
though it is fun to win, it is just as important
to play the game with style, grace and
admiration with respect for your oppo-
nent. They are a fine example of the truly
important things we want our son to take
away from playing organized sports.

Driving home, we told our son how

proud we were of him and his team and
also how proud we were of the boys on the
other team. The citizens of our towns
should be equally proud of the represen-
tatives from both communities and the
fine leadership exhibited by the coaches.

In the years to come we are sure the
boys will meet again on many fields and
we look forward to playing them again.

Sam & Liz Younger
Westfield

WF DEM Chair
Questions Ferguson’s
Promotional Mailing
This week I received a piece of litera-

ture from Congressman Michael
Ferguson. This 5 x 7 full color postcard
looks and sounds just like the campaign
literature we receive during election sea-
son.

Somewhere in between the snappy pic-
tures and political platitudes, Congress-
man Ferguson claims to be a “strong
advocate for keeping your taxes low.”
The inescapable irony is that this self-
promoting piece of literature sent ap-
proximately 3 ½ months before Election
Day is marked: “prepared, published and
mailed at taxpayer expense.”

I fail to see how Congressman
Ferguson’s practice of wasting our tax
dollars on self-promotional mail, 3 ½
months prior to Election Day, can be seen
as working to keep taxes low and cutting
government waste. Granted, he is not the
only one in Congress guilty of using this
practice. However, if Congressman
Ferguson is truly committed to reducing
waste he should lead by example.

I would respectfully urge Congress-
man Ferguson to stop using the “frank-
ing” privilege in a self-promotional way
and would request that he sponsor a bill to
end the abuse of the “franking” privilege
by all in Congress.

Kenneth Rotter
Chair, Westfield DEM Party

Letters to
the Editor

Cranford Reader Says Governor
McGreevey Is No Robin Hood

Your Robin Hood cartoon showed
Governor McGreevey pointing a bow and
arrow at a man with a label ‘Rich Tax.’

Calling McGreevey Robin Hood is a
bit off mark. McGreevey has imposed a
tax on wealthy citizens making upwards
of $500,000 a year. Most of these citizens
are people who aren’t involved in govern-
ment.

My recollection of the Robin Hood
story is that Hood was rebelling against
excess taxation. He robbed from the mon-
archy and its court to give to the poor, who
were forced to support the monarchy,
much like our senior citizens who are
being forced out of their homes because
they can’t afford their property tax bill.

If McGreevey were truly a Robin Hood
he would point his bow and arrow at
someone like Senator Raymond Lesniak
(D-Union). Sen. Lesniak has total control
over the County of Union. Sen. Lesniak’s
nephew George Devanney is our ap-

pointed county manager. Mr. Devanney
and our all nine Democratic Freeholder
Board have given themselves retroactive
pay raises for the past three years in a row
now while raising the county portion of
our property taxes over 40 percent. George
Devanney is now the third-highest-paid
county executive in the state of New
Jersey. Mrs. Angela Devanney, George’s
wife, is the administrator of The Open
Space Trust Fund, which we pay an extra
assessed tax for. Mrs. Devanney has an
annual county salary of about $90,000.
Kind of like a monarchy, don’t you think?

Robin Hood is one story. McGreevey
and his band of brothers/sisters are a
legend all of their own.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Renna is the wife
of Joe Renna, GOP candidate for Union
County Freeholder.

Are Incumbents Using Taxpayer
Money for Campaign Mailings?

Recently, Union County Republican candidates
have leveled charges against the county’s current
Democrat freeholder board, maintaining that its
members have been using countywide mailings as a
thinly veiled reelection tactic. Mass mailings, chal-
lengers assert, give incumbent freeholders the chance
to make their names and faces more recognizable to
the public, and the fact that the stated purpose of the
mailings is to inform county residents of new initia-
tives and government services allows them to achieve
this greater visibility with taxpayer dollars.

According to the complaint by the GOP to the
media, sending schoolchildren congratulatory let-
ters for achieving honor roll status or letters on youth
sports safety, that feature the incumbents up for
reelection, are “frivolous.” They’re said to be tax-
payer-funded letters engineered to promote the in-
cumbents’ reelection campaigns.

The county GOP candidates say that these mail-
ings, along with TV commercials to inform the
public of freeholder and county progress, have cost
approximately $625,000 in the past year, according
to an estimate by Tina Renna, Cranford resident and
wife of freeholder candidate Joe Renna, in a July 25
article in the Star-Ledger.

The freeholders, a 9-0 Democrat body by election,
counter the allegations, insisting that their mailings
keep the public aware of government undertakings
and new or updated programs affecting county resi-
dents. They view the letters, not as campaign strat-
egy, but as a necessary way to inform the public.

Therein lies a problem with no simple answer.
Who is to be the judge; where is the enforcement; are
there laws covering the subject?

The focus of holding an elected office should be on
serving the constituency. A key component of that
aim is communication with the public. How can
taxpayers know that their elected officials are ad-
dressing their needs and wishes if they never hear or
see what those officials are doing and what goals
they are achieving?

County officials have a responsibility to communi-
cate their actions to the public. They also have the
responsibility to do so without abusing tax dollars or
tailoring their notices to read like campaign fodder. No
one would contest the merits of a letter on youth sports
safety. But if the intent of that letter is truly as noble as
its content would suggest, why would the freeholders

deem it necessary to include themselves on it?
The Star-Ledger article questioned: “Did resi-

dents actually read the 8x11-inch color postcard
mailed last spring announcing the revival of the
Union County Arts Center in Rahway?” More than
likely, many did not. But a lack of all-encompassing
public enthusiasm for current events and govern-
ment undertakings does not diminish the importance
of informing those who do care. Certainly, a large
constituency of Union County residents care that the
county devotes some of its attention to issues involv-
ing the arts.

Missing from the Republican complaint is a rec-
ommendation of standards for acceptable communi-
cation. With their current negative opinions about
the freeholders’ mass mailings, one wonders how
Republican freeholder candidates will propose to
communicate with the public, if elected. Will they
send less-frequent, low-budget mailings that sum-
marize freeholder achievements without plastering
color pictures and/or extensive bios of those free-
holders? Or will they forgo mass mailings entirely,
leaving it up to residents to investigate county progress
for themselves?

One certainly hopes that they would opt for the
former. Perhaps Union County residents are not all
equally excited about county progress, but the public
deserves to know (and any informed voter should
want to know) how the freeholder board is using its
office for the good of the community. The public also
deserves a freeholder board that does not frivolously
misuse tax dollars by pumping them into self-serv-
ing mailings.

Of course, this issue extends across party lines and
applies to all elected officials – not just the county.
Incumbents have the advantage of taxpayer resources.
They also are entrusted not to abuse those resources.

The county GOP raises an important point for
members of both parties to bear in mind – mass
mailings should be used as an important part of
communication with the public, not as a reelection
tool.

We, the voters, entrust our officials. Let us hope
that they realize that that trust extends to the manner
in which they communicate with us. Let us hope that
they recognize their responsibility to inform the
public without turning their notices into an under-
handed form of self-promotion.

From The Town of
Westfield Parking

Services
We are excited to announce the

beginning of a new parking program.
As a resident who is on the waiting list
for commuter parking, this program
may directly benefit you.

Effective Monday, August 9th the
Parking Services Division will begin
selling daily parking permits in the
South Avenue commuter lot at a cost
of $5 per day. Permits will be avail-
able beginning at 7 a.m., Monday
through Friday and can be purchased
from uniformed personnel at the South
Avenue lot on the day you wish to
park.

Spaces will be available on a first
come first serve basis and availability
will vary from day to day.

Please feel free to contact our office
for more information on this program
at (908) 789-4044.

E-mail your letters to
editor@goleader.com


