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Westfield Rotary Club Elects
New Officers and Directors

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield announced the election
and induction of new officers and
directors for club year through June
2005.

Rotary is the world’s
oldest international service
club organization com-
prised of business and pro-
fessional leaders who vol-
unteer their time and tal-
ents to serve their local
communities and the larger
world community. The
new Westfield leadership
team is headed by Presi-
dent Douglas Fasciale, certified civil
trial attorney by the NJ Supreme
Court. He is joined by Nancy Jack-
son, marketing communications con-
sultant, vice president; Cynthia L.
Cuzzo, a travel agent, secretary, and
by Alison Brafman, an attorney and
title insurance executive, treasurer.

Under the motto, “Service Above
Self,” Rotarians collaborate along four
avenues of service. Directors are
elected to head each avenue. For the
upcoming year directors are: Dr.
Edred Shen, an internist, Club Ser-

vice; Mark Elsasser, Executive Di-
rector of the Westfield YMCA, Inter-
national Service; Nicole DeNigro, Ex-
ecutive Director of Westfield Sym-

phony Orchestra, Commu-
nity Service, and Darielle
Walsh, consultant to non-
profit organizations, Voca-
tional Services.

In remarks following the
induction ceremony held
July 6, Mr. Fasciale recog-
nized past President Dr.
Ken Ciarocca, observing
that, “His leadership and
the outstanding work of the

members yielded the club unprec-
edented distinction as Rotary Club of
the Year in its district.”

Mr. Fasciale reviewed his personal
inspiration in Rotary, citing the pace
of service and commitment set by
various members of the Westfield
Club. Mr. Fasciale encouraged the
membership to introduce their friends
and colleagues to the Rotary experi-
ence by bringing them to a meeting
observing, “There’s always a warm
welcome waiting at Rotary Tuesdays
at the Y.”

Local Candidates File
Campaign Election Financials

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER and
LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

This is a continuation of last week’s
article reporting campaign reports of
local PACs in the 2004 elections.

* * * * * * *
In addition to the PAC financial

reports, individual candidates and
their committees are required to file
quarterly reports of all funds received
and disbursed during their election
campaigns, as well as amendments
citing campaign contributions exceed-
ing $800. However, some candidates
have filed preliminary reports with-
out listing any itemized receipts or
expenditures to date.

Democratic candidates for Union
County Freeholders have formed a
joint committee for the general elec-
tions. The Sullivan, Mapp, Kowalski
and Wolhrab committee filed a D-2
form on June 28, but has not yet
claimed any receipts or expenditures
for the campaign.

Republican candidates in the gen-
eral election for Union County Free-
holder Arena, Paterson, Quattrochi
and Renna also formed a joint com-
mittee, but have not filed any reports
for the election at this point.

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott, a Republican, reported all
funds of the Friends for Mayor
McDermott Committee as of July 15.
The committee received $1,200 in con-
tributions by that date, in addition to
$14,196.71 transferred from prior cam-
paign funds. Reported expenditures
totaled $9,393.27 - $4,506.36 in cam-
paign expenses, $2,186.91 in disburse-
ments and $2,700 in contributions to
other candidates and committees.

Itemized expenditures included
$6.82 to the Town Bank of Westfield
for a checkbook, $86.95 for refresh-
ments for the mayor, $375 for dinners
and $745.68 to Baltusrol Golf Course.

In October 2003, the committee
contributed $100 to each of the fol-
lowing GOP committees: Ciarocca
for Council, Friends of JoAnn
Neyland for Council, Echausse for
Council and Foerst for Council.

Westfield Democrat David Owens
filed a report of funds under the Citi-
zens for Owens committee for his
campaign for municipal office in 2005.
The report listed funds transferred from
prior campaigns totaling $992.99.

Westfield Republican Rafael
Betancourt filed a report with the
Betancourt for Council Committee,
claiming $4,563.63 in funds trans-
ferred from prior campaigns. The fol-

lowing disbursements were listed:
$137.50 charity donation to Wash-
ington School PTA; $300 to the Edu-
cation Fund of Westfield; $100 to the
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice; $150 to the Westfield Town
Republican Committee and $100 to
the Westfield “Y”. The report’s clos-
ing balance was $1,876.13.

Westfield Democrat Lawrence
Goldman filed in July as having
$1,869.54 for the 2005 primary. While
Republican Sal Caruana claims
$3,225.88 going into 2005.

Republican Mark Ciarrocca claims
to have $12,801.14 as of May 6, 2004.
He spent $83.43 at the Columbian
Club, $267.42 at Towne Deli, $123.72
at Central Avenue Wine, $50 for an ad
for the Black Achievers Club and $75
for an ad at Jefferson School.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
joined Paulette Coronato to form a
Republican joint candidate commit-
tee, Marks and Coronato for Scotch
Plains. As of its May report, the com-
mittee claimed a $1,500 contribution
from Paulette Coronato and $1,000
from Hatch Mott MacDonald, total-
ing campaign contributions at $2,500.

Scotch Plains Democrats Andrew
Baron and Barbara Baldassare filed
under the Committee for Baron and
Baldassare. To date, the committee has
claimed the following donations: $500
from Michael Weber, $500 from Savino
Lamastra, $500 from Kenneth Malc
and $700 from Barbara Baldassare.

In Fanwood Borough, the Demo-
cratic Committee to Elect Raj
Mukherji filed a report for the 2005
primary election. The committee
claimed $75 in contributions in addi-
tion to $1197.69 in funds transferred
from prior campaigns, totaling
$1,272.69. The following expenses
were listed as disbursements: $19.75
for the downtown revitalization plan;
$140.57 in travel expenses to a politi-
cal/strategy meeting in Cambridge,
MA; $296.50 in airfare for a
fundraising trip to California; $188.65
on a vehicle for the fundraising trip;
$57.44 in hotel expenses for the trip.
The candidate’s committee contrib-
uted $50 to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Police Athletic League.

Fanwood Democrats Katherine
Mitchell and Michael Brennan formed
a joint candidate committee for coun-
cil, but to date have not reported any
contributions or disbursements.

Fanwood GOP candidates for council
Maureen Mawby and Joel Stroz formed
a joint committee. On May 7, the com-
mittee filed a report claiming $5,769.31
in funds from prior campaigns and $15
in disbursements to cover bank charges.
In a June 22 report, the candidates
claimed contributions of $25 and dis-
bursements totaling $112.30 - $27.50
for postage and $70 to the NJ GOP for
campaign school. The closing report
balance was $5,682.01.

Republican candidates for
Mountainside Borough council Glenn
Mortimer and Werner Schon have not
filed campaign fund reports to date.

Thomas Englese and Charles
Lombardo formed a joint candidate
committee for council under the Regu-
lar Democratic Committee of Garwood.
The committee has listed no contribu-
tions or disbursements to date.

Republican candidates for Garwood
council Victor DeFillippo and Anthony
Sytko also formed a joint committee.
The Garwood Republican Campaign
has listed no funds to date.

ITALIAN MAYOR...Republican Freeholder Candidate Frank Arena, left, re-
cently met Mayor Athos Meiattini, of Trequanda in Tuscany, Italy, on a recent
trip to Italy.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
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AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Short-term stays that leave long-term impressions
at Sunrise Senior Living

At Sunrise, we understand that taking a
vacation, a business trip or a much needed
break from your caregiving routine can be
a challenge for anyone caring for an elderly
parent or family member. That’s why you
should consider a short-term stay for the
senior in your life. It’s also an option if your
loved one needs extra assistance after a
hospital stay. Our short-term stay program
offers caregivers peace of mind when quality
senior care is necessary.

At Sunrise, we provide fully furnished
private suites, three delicious meals daily
including snacks, personalized assistance
and care, as well as stimulating activities,
housekeeping and scheduled group outings.
Visit or call a Sunrise community to learn more
about our short-term stays.

Call today for a personal tour
and complimentary lunch

TREE TIPS:
How Trees Live

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     We emphasize the fact that
trees are living and complex or-
ganisms.  Many property own-
ers, however, take trees for
granted.  Because trees cannot
communicate verbally, some
people fail to realize that these
large plants are truly alive even
though they watched then grow
from seedlings to giants.
     Trees have no mouths, so how
do they eat?  They have no lungs,
so how do they breathe?  They
have no blood . . .wait: that’s
where you are wrong.  Three
words are essential to under-
standing how trees live: osmo-
sis, assimilation and photosyn-
thesis.
     Osmosis is the interchange of
two fluids through a permeable
partition by virtue of their con-
centration.
     Assimilation is the absorption
of nutritive elements and their
transformation into body ele-
ments.
     Photosynthesis is the process
that makes assimilation occur
with the assistance of sunlight.
     The action of osmosis hap-
pens because cells are composed PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.

908-233-TREE

For Instant Reply-
Call: 908-482-8855

of fluid:  protoplasm.  The dif-
ferences in concentration be-
tween the water-containing nu-
trients and the protoplasm per-
mit the cells to take in water by
osmosis.  This nutrient-laden
water is transported up the trees
in the phloem and other fluids
come down the trees in the xy-
lem.  These are the trees’ blood
vessels.  This movement takes
place in the cambium layers, liv-
ing tissue just behind the bark.
Each year the layers are replaced
by duplications, adding growth
rings to the trees.
     Leaves act as solar collectors,
using sunlight acting on chloro-
phyll to activate the assimilation
process.  This converts nitrogen,
lime, phosphorous and potash
into starch, sugar, protein, fat
and fiber.  That is why trees
grow toward the sun and its
light: for optimum photosynthe-
sis.
     In forests, trees are planted
closely adjacent so they will
grow upward seeking sunlight,
leaving little room for any
branch extension.  Thus the trees
grow tall and straight, ideal for

lumber.
     Another term used by bota-
nists is respiration.  The trees use
the carbon dioxide we exhale and
give back oxygen we need to
breathe.  It is somewhat more
complex than this summary, but
people benefit by an abundance
of oxygen where trees are plen-
tiful.
     Fresh oxygen is delightful.
Joseph Pilsudski, a former presi-
dent of Poland, once built an air
duct from a fine forest to his
country villa and, via fans, trans-
ported the pine scent to his
rooms.

Douglas Fasciale

F-SP Rotary Club
Inducts New Member
SCOTCH PLAINS – Tonya Will-

iams was recently inducted into the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
by Rotary Club Past District Gover-
nor Adienne Bzura. The induction
service took place at the club’s spe-
cial dinner meeting on June 30.

Currently, Ms. Williams is work-
ing for Key Personnel, a full service
office-staffing agency in Cranford
where she is a recruiter. For the last
six years she has been a realtor at the
ERA Queen City in Scotch Plains.
She is an active member of the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield.

Ms. Williams is a resident of Scotch
Plains living with her daughter Toni
and her two-year old son Jason.

The Rotary Club meets each
Wednesday at noon at Snuffy’s
Pantagis in Scotch Plains. Interested
business people are welcome to visit
the club and be the club’s guest for
their first meeting. For more infor-
mation contact membership chair,
Dick Dobyns at (908) 322-5986.

Mexican Fast-Food Chain
To Occupy Elm Street Space

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not Just Bagels (NJB), of 70 Elm
Street, shut its doors on Monday after
owner Sharif Joseph sold his lease to
Qdoba Mexican Grill, according to
Tony Shilling of Relocation Realty of
Westfield.

Mr. Shilling, who represents the
burrito and Mexican fast-food
restaurant’s future Westfield branch,
said that the franchise bought the
2200-square-foot property and will
receive ownership on August 1. The
company hopes to remodel the build-
ing and make it operational within 60
to 90 days of moving in to the space.

Qdoba has expanded to more than
145 locations since the company was
founded in Denver in 1995, and it is
now owned by the Jack-in-the-Box
restaurant company. It already boasts
three New Jersey locations, with stores
in Short Hills, Hoboken and Denville.

In addition to its signature burritos,
Qdoba offers tacos, taco salads, home-
made nachos and tortilla chips.

“The deal [to move to the Westfield
space] was in the works for some
time,” said Mr. Shilling.

Qdoba plans to move to Westfield
on the heels on the announcement
that Tinga Taqueria, a Tex-Mex and
Bar-B-Q restaurant, would open its
third location at 110 Central Avenue,
the recently vacated longtime home
of Kotobuki of Japan sushi.

Tinga Taqueria, which has existing
locations in Montclair and Millburn,

has begun renovations on the building
and hopes to open its doors sometime
in mid-August, according to Sherry
Cronin, executive director of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

For more information about at
Qdoba, visit www.qdoba.com, and to
learn more about Tinga Taqueria, visit
www.tingausa.com.
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Governor’s Budget Evokes
State Credit Downgrade

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Wall Street firms, Standard &
Poor’s and Fitch Ratings, have down-
graded New Jersey’s credit rating in
response to Governor James
McGreevey’s plan to borrow $2.7
billion to balance this year’s budget.

The firms have lowered the state’s
credit rating from Double-A to
Double-A minus, a change that rep-
resents the increase of interest rates
for the state’s debts by one tenth to
one quarter of a percentage point.
This could mean additional tens of
thousands of dollars in interest pay-
ments for the state, considering it has
borrowed billions of dollars each year
for the past three budgets. Both Stan-
dard & Poor’s and Fitch said the ad-
ministration has failed to bring “fis-
cal balance” to the budget despite
improving economic conditions.

This is the second time that Wall
Street has downgraded New Jersey’s
credit rating since Governor
McGreevey entered office in 2002,
and it comes on the heels of Monday’s
State Supreme Court ruling against
the budget in a lawsuit against the

budget from Republican members of
the state assembly and senate.

The State Supreme Court ruled on
Monday that the governor’s plan to
borrow $2.7 billion to balance the
budget violates the state’s constitu-
tion, but the court allowed the gover-
nor to borrow for this year’s budget so
as not interfere in government opera-
tions. The ruling includes a ban against
future borrowing to balance the bud-
get and is the first time the Supreme
Court has limited a governor’s power
to make a budget since the current
state constitution was adopted in 1947.

Assemblyman Louis Greenwald
(D-Camden), chairman of the As-
sembly Budget Committee, said that
borrowing money relieves local tax
burdens and should aid the economy.
“My philosophy has always been one
must spend money to make money,”
Assemblyman Greenwald said. “We
will continue to close the deficits.”

Standard & Poor’s estimates this year’s
budget gap at $2.8 billion and predicts it
could grow to over $3 billion for next
year’s budget, forcing the governor to
cut programs or raise taxes and creating
a problem for the his reelection bid.

Resident Appointed to
Gov.’s Advisory Council

FANWOOD – Raj Mukherji of
Fanwood was appointed to the
Governor’s Advisory Council on
Volunteerism and Community Service.


