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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) has received
a $20,000 grant from the Geraldine R.
Dodge in support of the commission-
ing and world premiere performance
of a new work about the life of inventor
Thomas Edison.

The grant provides for $10,000 in
outright funds and $10,000 in the
form of a Challenge Grant through
which the Dodge Foundation will
match dollar-for-dollar additional
funds raised for the project up to
$10,000.

“Edison Invents” is a new composition
by New Jersey composer Robert Cohen
for baritone soloist and symphony orches-
tra, uniquely combining theatrical and
symphonic elements to dramatize the life
of Edison. Embodying the best of con-
temporary American music, it melds the
Broadway tradition with the classical genre,
as well as a libretto based on the life of an
American genius whose work literally
changed the world.

The world premiere performance will
be held on Saturday, April 9, 2005 at the
Union County Arts Center in Rahway.

“Edison Invents,” inspired by the
biography “Edison: Inventing the Cen-
tury” by New Jersey author and scholar
Neil Baldwin, brings together one of
New Jersey’s critically acclaimed or-
chestras, a renowned New Jersey com-
poser, and a prolific librettist to cel-
ebrate the life of Edison, who lived and
worked in New Jersey.

According to WSO Executive Di-

rector Nicole DiNegro, “A unique com-
bination of the Broadway one-man
show and the orchestral genre, “Edison
Invents” is theatrically sophisticated
and musically significant, satisfying
both the symphony audience and the
Broadway theatergoer.”

“The music is tonal and melodic
with an authentically American sound,
drawing on a range of media and com-
bining Broadway with symphonic in-
fluences to create a unique musical
language,” she added.

In thanking the Dodge Founda-
tion for their contribution, WSO
Board President Dr. Norman Luka
said, “‘Edison Invents’ is a very im-
portant artistic and educational
project and the centerpiece of the
Westfield Symphony’s 22nd season.
We are very grateful to the Dodge
Foundation not only for their sig-
nificant gift but for the faith in the
Westfield Symphony that the Chal-
lenge Grant represents.”

The WSO will actively solicit dona-
tions from individuals, corporations
and foundations as part of the Dodge
Foundation/“Edison Invents” Chal-
lenge Campaign.

Donations may be sent to: WSO,
224 East Broad Street, Westfield,
07090. All donations should be clearly
earmarked for the Dodge Foundation/
“Edison Invents” Challenge Campaign.
To charge a donation to a credit card or
for further information, please call the
WSO at (908) 232-9400.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

No sooner had someone invented the
concept of robots than philosophers began
debating whether or not the machines would
have souls, and if so, what human rights
they should be accorded.

So, I, Robot, suggested by Isaac Asimov’s
book, written for the screen by Jeff Vintar and
directed by Alex Proyas, isn’t exactly an origi-
nal idea. But, starring a very engaging Will
Smith as super sleuth Del Spooner and sport-
ing the very latest in gee wiz gadgetry, it
certainly is the snazziest and most high-tech
variation on the theme to date. In good sci-fi
fashion, the film includes a sociological meta-
phor at no extra charge.

It is 2035 and the police drive these Audis
that look like futuristic bumper cars. Step-
ping aside for a moment from the mysteri-
ous, opening-scene death of Dr. Alfred
Lanning (James Cromwell), scientific ge-
nius and granddaddy of robots as they know
them, the car enthusiast in you wonders:
Why couldn’t GM or Ford get the product
placement?

Are we still going to be driving cars by
then, let alone the bad ride robophobic
detective Spooner tools around in? That
is, when he’s not being fed comfort food
and wisdom by the grandmother (Adrian
Ricard) who raised him or getting beat
up by the conspirators he’s hunting. Of
course these Brave New World flivvers
drive by themselves. But have no fear,
self-shifters. There’s an override Smith’s
cop can invoke when the going gets
tough.

This comes in especially handy if Dr.
Susan Calvin (Bridget Moynahan), the
dutiful corporate insider come to aid him, is
along for the cruise and needs impressing. It’s
also another thing for his stereotypical boss,
Chi McBride as Lieutenant John Bergin, to
be miffed about. The poor overweight guy,
who is also the mayor, is probably in cahoots

with, well, let’s not give it away — always has
Spooner on the carpet. Still, when he incredu-
lously asks, “And what’s with this manual
driving, no less?” it’s a welcome change from
the chief simply demanding our intrepid
shamus’ badge for unnecessary roughness.
Problem is, that happens, too.

Not that there’s anything wrong with
it. We love tried-and-true story mecha-
nisms in old movies and, when applied in
new ones, they can be both comforting
and lyrically parodying. Which is the case
here. But then, that’s in place of a cutting-
edge script to match the newfangled hard-
ware. Consequently, plot takes a back seat
to ethos.

I, Robot aggressively agonizes over the
rights of robots, specifically the civil liber-
ties of one special issue named Sonny, who
may or may have not killed Dr. Lanning.
Sympathetically portrayed by Alan Tudyk,
he’s a sort of C-3PO who’s perhaps read a
little Goethe. And the character study or
robot study serves a twofold purpose. It
works to involve us in the outsider’s plight,
legally and emotionally, and it causes
Spooner, who harbors an unexplained chip
on his shoulder as regards artificial intelli-
gence, to contemplate his prejudice.

This focus works well enough to hold
our interest. And because Spooner’s in-
trospective challenge requires some
lickety-split decisions, there is action
aplenty. But the bevy of twists and turns
is merely rehashed convention, a polite
and sometimes glib wink to several dozen
old whodunits wrapped in a garland of
silicon chips.

Then there’s the matter of mood.
Granted, I, Robot might put you at seat’s
edge as those powers that be conspire to
thwart Spooner’s investigation. But the
PG-13 proceedings aren’t quite severe
enough to disrupt the rhythm of your
popcorn munching. Though dealing with
matters no less important than the fate of
humankind as we know it, this is a lot
closer to Men in Black (1997) than Clock-
work Orange (1971), more akin in temper
to Flash Gordon (1936) than 2001: A Space
Odyssey (1968).

Remember, it’s only “suggested” by a book
(of short stories) Asimov wrote. So in assuring
Will Smith’s regular place in the lineup, and
therefore I, Robot’s almost certain commer-
cial success, whether or not it is visionary is of
less concern than whether it’s hip. Truth be
told, it’s pretty hip.

That isn’t to suggest that Smith doesn’t
have the wherewithal to tackle something
on the level of a Kubrick or Huston. Quite
the contrary, it is especially evident in this
latest outing. Watching Spooner get down
to cases — applying his magnifying glass,
slickly putting together clues and repeat-
edly making the deductions just in the nick
of time — you get the sense that here
resides sterner stuff.

He proved his small-film prowess in Six
Degrees of Separation (1993), only a short
while before making it known that he’s a
blockbuster phenom. So it’s fun to speculate
the possibilities, even if a little heretical. Yet,
expecting Smith at this point to resurrect
one of the classic bloodhounds or perhaps
fashion one himself, to make what in the
trade is referred to as “something of quality,”
is idealistic.

But then, I, Robot, among its lessons,
informs that we shouldn’t judge a book by
its cover. If robots can have souls, maybe so
can actors.

* * * * * * *
I, RobotI, RobotI, RobotI, RobotI, Robot, rated PG-13, is a 20th Cen-

tury Fox release directed by Alex Proyas
and stars Will Smith, Bridget Moynahan
and Alan Tudyk. Running time: 115 min-
utes.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
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Calling all aspiring actors and
actresses. Mystic Vision Players will
hold open auditions for the New
Jersey premiere of the musical com-
edy After MAfter MAfter MAfter MAfter Midnight…Late Nidnight…Late Nidnight…Late Nidnight…Late Nidnight…Late Nightightightightight
TV FTV FTV FTV FTV Frrrrrom the Oom the Oom the Oom the Oom the Other Sther Sther Sther Sther Side of theide of theide of theide of theide of the
Camera Camera Camera Camera Camera on Monday and Tuesday,
August 2 and 3 from 7 to 10 p.m.
Bring a headshot and résumé to St.
Georges Parish, 417 McCandless
Street, Linden. And, of course, be
prepared to read a scene from the
script. Check the website for avail-
able roles: http://
m y w e b p a g e s . c o m c a s t . n e t /
aftermidnightlive. Be ready to take
the stage in October.

* * * * * * *
Who could possibly resist a free

screening of the film classic
CasablancaCasablancaCasablancaCasablancaCasablanca  shown under the stars?
Take the entire family to Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside on August
3, for the 9 p.m. show. It’s free, as
long as the weather holds out.

* * * * * * *
Also on August 3, at 7:30 p.m.,

the Hudson Shakespeare Company
will present CCCCCymbeline.ymbeline.ymbeline.ymbeline.ymbeline. This spoof
has all the elements of the classic
fairytale — a princess and her lord,
an entire wicked stepfamily, an
army, a conman, the Roman Em-
pire — brought to you by
Shakespeare. Presented at
Kenilworth Borough Hall, 567
Kenilworth Boulevard, admission
is free. There are a variety of good
restaurants right on the Boulevard.

* * * * * * *
The RRRRRutgers Gutgers Gutgers Gutgers Gutgers Gararararardens 40th An-dens 40th An-dens 40th An-dens 40th An-dens 40th An-

nual Onual Onual Onual Onual Open Hpen Hpen Hpen Hpen Houseouseouseouseouse     will be held on
Saturday, July 31, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Tours and gardening talks,
including “10 Most Frequent Gar-
dening Mistakes” will be offered
throughout the day, along with
plant sales, children’s activities, and
food sales. Bring your troubles
(limit it to a gardening question,
though) to the “Ask the Expert”
Clinic. Admission is free and a
voluntary parking donation will be
collected at the entrance. All pro-
ceeds directly benefit the Rutgers
Gardens, 112 Ryders Lane in New
Brunswick. Follow this link for
directions to the Cook Campus:
http://maps.rutgers.edu/maps/
default.aspx?campus=6?512,473 or
call (732) 932-8451.

* * * * * * *
Downtown Summit’s 27th An-27th An-27th An-27th An-27th An-

nual Snual Snual Snual Snual Summer Fummer Fummer Fummer Fummer Fair and Sair and Sair and Sair and Sair and Sideideideideidewalkwalkwalkwalkwalk
SSSSSalealealealeale will be held on Saturday, July
31, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There
will be more than 100 vendors of
crafts, art, and food, sidewalk sales,
entertainment, and activities for
the kids. The raindate is Saturday,
August 7. Parking for the fair is free
in the Park & Shop lots and the
downtown parking garages.

* * * * * * *
Plays in the Park will close its

summer season with FFFFFootloose ootloose ootloose ootloose ootloose on
Saturday, July 31. The musical will
begin at 8:30 p.m. and admission
is $5. The Stephen J. Capestro
Theater is in Edison’s Roosevelt
Park. For more information call
(732) 548-2884.

SSSSSpeakEasy M.E.D.I.A. peakEasy M.E.D.I.A. peakEasy M.E.D.I.A. peakEasy M.E.D.I.A. peakEasy M.E.D.I.A. GGGGGraduates HS Praduates HS Praduates HS Praduates HS Praduates HS Pupils;upils;upils;upils;upils;
NNNNNeeeeew Camp Sw Camp Sw Camp Sw Camp Sw Camp Session Scheduled Dession Scheduled Dession Scheduled Dession Scheduled Dession Scheduled During Auring Auring Auring Auring Augustugustugustugustugust

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Following
two weeks of intensive hands-on train-
ing, 10 New Jersey high school stu-
dents graduated from the SpeakEasy
M.E.D.I.A., Summer Media Camp for
youth in Scotch Plains.

Many of the graduates, who had
never held a video camera before, now
have stronger career goals and have
formed ideas as to what they want to be
when they grow up.

A broadcasting couple, Clayton
Sizemore and Andria Hall currently
reside in Scotch Plains. Sizemore is
Manager of Operations at CNN in
New York. A former news anchor at the
network, Hall recently opened
SpeakEasy M.E.D.I.A. across from the
Scotch Plains post office.

When discussing the business’s sign
which reads “Workshops, Public
Speaking…Peace of Mind,” Hall said,
“That’s exactly what we wanted to give
parents who decided to invest with us
in the future of their teens. We wanted
to have the opportunity to sow into the
lives of these young adults, and prepare
them for the wonderful world of broad-

casting. For us, passing along the mantle
is a privilege with purpose.”

The students profiled two Scotch
Plains businesses, Divine Essence Café
and the Moderne Academie of Fine
Arts.

Divine Essence Café owner Crystal
Smith said, “It was hard for me to tell
that these kids were not professionals.
They were top-notch. SpeakEasy
M.E.D.I.A. is definitely a hidden trea-
sure here in town. These kids are get-
ting the type of training that most
people have to go to school for.”

The two-week training schedule in-
cluded shooting, writing, producing,
learning audio and being on camera.

Kyle Rollins, 14, of Plainfield said,
“This camp has taught me so much
about the broadcasting industry. Now, I
know that I’m interested in majoring in
communications when I go to college.”

One of the highlights for the camp-
ers was a field trip into New York City
to tour the new CNN Studios at the
Time Warner Center at Columbus
Circle. They even got advice from vet-
eran news anchor Lou Dobbs, host of

“MoneyLine.”
SpeakEasy M.E.D.I.A. Inc. will run

its second Media Camp session from
Monday, August 9, to Friday, August
20.

For more information, please call
(908) 322-8885 or visit
www.SpeakEasyMedia.com.

Photo Courtesy of SpeakEasy M.E.D.I.A, Inc.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – New Jersey
Shakespeare Theatre will present Next
Stage Ensemble’s performance of Henry
5, starring Westfield resident Melissa
Miller as “Katherine” at the Westfield
Memorial Library on Thurs-
day, August 5, at 7 p.m.

According to the library’s
description of the play, “the
young and inexperienced
“King Henry” casts aside the
revels and indiscretions of his
youth and emerges as one of
the most compelling and in-
spiring leaders in English his-
tory.”

“Threatened by traitorous
nobles and the massive armies
of France, King Henry V leads
a ragtag band of soldiers in a
desperate attempt to save his
throne and restore England’s
power in Europe,” continued the de-

scription.
Free tickets are currently available at

the Circulation Desk. Only Westfield
Library cardholders may register. How-
ever, one guest per cardholder is wel-

come.
In order to accommodate as many as

possible, please register for one perfor-
mance only. The production is recom-
mended for ages 12 and up.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, Miller will also portray “Ely”
and participates in the Chorus during
Henry V. Her first season with the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey, she
made her Broadway debut with the
Roundabout Theatre Company’s pro-
duction of Tartuffe.

In the first Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theater/New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center production of Car-
ousel, Miller portrayed “Julie Jordan.”

Miller’s television credits include a
recent guest star appearance on NBC’s
“ED.” She spent one year acting with
the Flea Theatre’s resident company
and three seasons with the
Williamstown Theatre Festival.

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Vassar
College, Melissa currently resides in
New York City.

Miller will also take the role of “Polly
Peachum” in Next Stage Ensemble’s
production of Beggar’s Opera. The play
will be presented at the Cranford Pub-
lic Library on Thursday, August 12, at
7:30 p.m.

College in Ithaca, N.Y. Liberal arts
classes at the New School University in
Manhattan might also be a possibility.

“Originally, I thought of joining the
military or teaching theater,” said
Michael, “but my dream is to make it
rich on Broadway, get my Tony Award,
move to Los Angeles, be in a movie/
musical like Chicago, return to
Westfield High School and teach the-
ater and live across from my parents.”

Modest to a fault, Michael does not
seek applause for his numerous volun-
teering efforts, which include portray-
ing 18th-century characters, playing
music and offering demonstrations at
the Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield or paying homage to veter-
ans by adorning the tombstones at
Rahway Cemetery with American flags.

At Watchung Stables, he tends to the
stalls, stables and horses, volunteers
during the weekends at the Specialized
Children’s Wheelchair Olympics and
assembles and distributes sandwiches
at his church…plus he sets up, serves
and cleans up at a soup kitchen in
Elizabeth.

Currently, Michael is working with
the Westfield Summer Workshop,
where he wrote the stage production
for this past week’s staging of Guys and
Dolls and also built and designed sets.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Michael Sherry

School Officials Weigh
Artificial Turf Field Issues

CAREFUL EXAMINATION…Engineer Frank Monti, left, examines the type of
artificial turf that is being placed on many high school fields throughout the state
to provide maximum usage and minimum maintenance. Board of Education
member Richard Solomon, center, and Westfield Public Schools Athletic Director
Ed Tranchina inspect the samples of surface recommended to replace the worn
track at Kehler Stadium.

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley met
with recreational league represen-
tatives in June to hear the school
district’s proposal to replace the
track at Kehler Stadium and also
install an artificial turf field at the
site.

Westfield High School (WHS)
athletic trainer Sandy Mamary and
field architects David Fraytak and
Frank Monti described the safety
aspects of an artificial turf surface
as well as the durability and in-
creased playing time that it pro-
vides.

Dr. Foley explained that in the
last 20 years, the number of WHS
athletes has almost doubled. He also

noted that the demand for school
fields continues from recreational
league groups as well. Field usage
by non-school organizations repre-
sents at least half of the requests for
school fields.

In 2003-2004, the school district
filled 1,353 requests from non-
school organizations for the use of
school fields.

“I hope we can provide safe, ac-
cessible playing fields for our young
athletes through the installation of
an artificial turf field that also can
give us the ability to rotate our natu-
ral playing fields,” stated Dr. Foley.

“We will discuss estimates for
this project and will have a firmer
proposal ready by September,” he
concluded.

Brian Scott Chiger
Achieves Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Brian Scott Chiger,

a senior majoring in psychology at
the University of Rochester in Roch-
ester, N.Y., has been named to the
Dean’s List for academic achieve-
ment for the spring 2004 semester.
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Chiger, Brian is a Westfield resident
and Westfield High School graduate.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

Doutis replied, “Travel! Travel and
experiment. There is so much to see.
Art is very different abroad. Open
your eyes, travel and see.”

For more information about
Halkias-Doutis, please visit the WAA
at www.westfieldnj.com/waa.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Halkias-Doutis
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Ashley Kent Named
Helen Heath Scholar
WESTFIELD – Ashley Kent, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kent of
Westfield, was recently named a
Helen Heath Scholar at Hobart and
William Smith College in Geneva,
N.Y. The award recognizes first-year
students who have earned a grade
point average of 3.0 to 3.499.

Ashley was also the starting full-
back on the Heron soccer team, which
won last year’s ECAC Northeast
Championship.

International Night,
Panel Will Be Aired
On WHS Television

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) Television will broad-
cast for the first time the 2004 Inter-
national Night, which was held at
WHS on April 30.

Sponsored by the Foreign Lan-
guages Department and hosted by
Aaron Eisenberg, International Night
was filled with song and dance from
around the world performed by WHS
students.

International Night will be shown
on Channel 36 from August 3 to 15,
on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.;
Thursdays at 2 and 10 p.m.; Satur-
days at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Sun-
days at 4 p.m.

The panel discussion on “A Parent’s
Guide for the Prevention of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Drug Use” will also be
broadcasted. Led by Maureen
Mazzarese, WHS Student Assistance
Counselor, the panel addressed the
topic at a Parent Teacher Student
Organization meeting held at
Westfield High School last fall.

Included in the discussion are sta-
tistics, viewpoints and recommenda-
tions on dealing with the serious sub-
ject of substance abuse among ado-
lescents.

This program can be seen on Chan-
nel 36 from August 3 to 15 on Tues-
days at 1 and 9 p.m.; Thursdays at
noon and 4 p.m.; Saturdays at noon
and 9 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.

Lynn-Ting Huang
Granted Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Lynn-Ting
Huang of Westfield recently re-
ceived the James A. & Florence W.
Graybill Scholarship.  A junior
majoring in finance at The Penn-
sylvania State University’s Smeal
College of Business, she is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Huang of Westfield.

Hirschhorn Named
To Dean’s Roster

FANWOOD – Danielle
Hirschhorn, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Joel Hirschhorn of Fanwood,
has been named to Dean’s List at the
University of Delaware for the spring
2004 semester. A 2003 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
Danielle is majoring in elementary
education.


