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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Local Delegates Prepare
For DEM Nat’l Convention

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By HORACE R. CORBIN and
MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Several of the area’s community
leaders and party advocates are gear-
ing up to serve as delegates to the
Democratic National Convention
(DNC) in Boston next week, July 26
to 29. They will officially confirm
their party’s nominees of Sena-
tor John Kerry (D-MA) for Presi-
dent and Senator John Edwards
(D-NC) for Vice President of the
United States.

Among these 4,352 delegates
to the DNC are Bruce Regenstreich
of Westfield, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood, Judy
Fischer of Scotch Plains and J
Michael Blake of Scotch Plains.

Ms. Fischer provides constitu-
ent services to Senator Jon Corzine
and is the Chairwoman of the
Union County Board of Elections.
This year’s delegate selection
marks the ninth time that she has
attended a convention. She told
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
while fundraising is not her area of
expertise, she provides services in the
areas of public outreach with initiatives
like ‘get out the vote.’

“The reason I am a delegate is, and I
don’t like this term but I didn’t coin it,
I am a super delegate,” Ms. Fischer
said. “All elected members of the Demo-
cratic National Committee along with
members of Congress and US Senators
are considered super delegates and au-
tomatically go to the convention.”

“I will be heading to Boston on Sat-
urday. Each time it’s a different adrena-
line rush. This one is particularly im-
portant because the Democratic Party
has never been so united.”

Ms. Fischer said, “I’m really looking
forward to hearing Bill Clinton. He was
excellent every time I heard him speak.
I’m thrilled that Steve Brozak [candi-
date for the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict and a resident of Westfield] is
giving an eight-minute speech before
John Edwards announces his candi-
dacy. I also think it’s great that the
Democrats have endorsed this man, a
challenger. Democrats have a great hope
he can unseat an incumbent, which he
should. He should unseat an ineffective
Republican and you can quote me on

that.”
Assemblywoman Stender has been

chosen as a delegate to the convention
based on her strength as an elected
official for the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict in New Jersey. Asw. Stender told
The Leader/Times that “I am proud to
participate in our American democracy
as a delegate to the Democratic Na-

tional Convention in Boston this year.
Democracy is not a spectator sport,
each of us as Americans have an obliga-
tion and a responsibility to participate
in the democratic process.

I am honored to be a delegate for
John Kerry. I fervently believe that it
matters who we elect to public office.
Our democracy is only as good and as
smart and as caring as the people we
elect to govern us. Not every American
can be a delegate, but every American
18 years of age and over can and must
register and vote on Election Day, No-
vember 2.”

Mr. Regenstreich of Westfield re-
marked that “sometimes you don’t
know how you’re chosen to be a del-
egate – some of it for me may be the
perception of fundraising ability, then
there are the selections based on those
in political power. In my case, I think
it’s best expressed by the Kerry cam-
paign button I have. Before Iowa, there
were only a few of us supporting Kerry
before he had reached prominence –
the button has the letters “4JKB4IA” –
which means “For John Kerry Before
Iowa.”

Mr. Regenstreich related that in 1996,
he walked up and introduced himself to

John Kerry in Boston - a time when
Kerry was fighting for his political life
in running for reelection as Senator for
Massachusetts. Mr. Regenstreich said
to Kerry, “if there’s anything I can do
for you, please give me a call.” The next
day when he returned home to NJ, there
were two messages on his answering
machine. He was living in Montclair at

the time, before he and his wife
Merry moved to Westfield six years
ago.

He told The Leader/Times that
he was thought of then as a person
who could do fundraising, although
he never did anything like that in
the past. Kerry’s campaign man-
agers persisted in courting him. He
acquiesced and held a fundraiser
for the senator at his home and
raised $15,000. Donations were
mostly from family and friends.
He said he did it because he kept
thinking how impressive Senator
Kerry was — his politics, intellect
and charisma reminded him of
former President John F. Kennedy.

He said, “It might surprise you
about Kerry’s charisma as he has

not been described as such in the media
– one on one, he’s captivating, moti-
vated and extremely intelligent. I hope
this comes across at the convention and
I believe Edwards’ outward personal-
ity is a help.”

Mr. Regenstreich said John Kerry
is a champion debater from Yale and
thinks the public will see this come
out during the convention, the cam-
paign and during debates with Presi-
dent Bush. “They will have two very
different styles,” he said.

Mr. Regenstreich said he received
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Mixing Quaint Downtown With 22
MS Offers an Array of Businesses

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

When traveling on Route 22, it is
easy to tell when you have entered the
Borough of Mountainside because,
according to Mayor Robert Viglianti,
“It is the first strip of green you see.”
The section of highway that splits the
town in two has historically been
non-retail and the Borough Council
intends to keep it that way. It is the

location to two major nursing homes
and many office building as well as
restaurants, gas stations

Mountainside has approximately
7,000 residents the majority of who
reside on the west side of Route 22. A
small strip of stores and restaurants
on Mountain Avenue make up its
downtown located on the eastern side
of the major thoroughfare. Quite a
few of Mountainsides businesses are
stores have been icons in the area for
decades.

Bliwise Liquors, located on the
corner of Route 22 East and Moun-
tain Avenue, originally opened its
doors in 1914 across the street from
its current location in what is now
Echo Lake Park. According to Glen
Bliwise, whose grandfather Harry

founded the store; horses pulled the
building across the street in 1927 to
the location it still stands in today.

Serving as Mountainside’s general
store, Bliwise Liquors once sold ev-
erything from animal feed to grocer-
ies and was the local ice cream parlor
as well as the post office. Glen sold
the store last April to Ron Mineo
whose business sells everything from
liquor to beer, but specializes in fine
wines. Glen Bliwise still works full
time at the extensively stocked store,
obviously not willing to completely
part with the business that has been in
his family for more than 90 years.

The same year horses were pulling
Bliwise across the street, Don
Maxwell’s Furniture Repair, Refin-

Bruce Regenstreich
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Mountainside Reluctantly Passes
State-Mandated Storm Water Plan
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DWC Prepares for 5k
And Pizza Extravaganza

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Monday night meeting of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) it was reported that the
third week of the Jazz Festival would
continue on Tuesday night without
the need for a rain date as of yet. The
weekly jazz schedule, featuring four
bands per night, will continue on
Tuesday nights in July and August
through Labor Day.

The annual 5K & Pizza Extrava-
ganza is scheduled for Wednesday,
July 28. Quimby Street will be closed
at 1:30 p.m., and the remainder of the
streets involved will close at 3:30.
The DWC has already received 640
applications to participate in the event.
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said, “At this rate, we are expecting
1,500 applicants.”

Last year the race, which begins
and ends downtown and winds
throughout streets on the north side
of town, attracted 1,200 runners. At
the completion of the race, partici-
pants enjoy pizza supplied by local
pizzerias. Applications to participate
in the 5K can be obtained at down-
town stores, at the DWC offices on
Elm Street or on their website
www.WestfieldToday.com through
the link active.com.

Other topics discussed at the meet-
ing were October Sale Days and the
Rail Road Sale Days events. This
year the October Sale Days will be a
month long process incorporating the
Halloween costume party and the
Charles Addams Family Weekend into
the sidewalk sale event.

On Saturday and Sunday, October
2 and 3, an old-fashioned steam train
will come into Westfield and will be
taking passengers on a 40-minute ride.
The train can accommodate approxi-
mately 600 riders at a time and will be
making four trips per day.

The DWC is currently in the pro-
cess of updating its database. Five
volunteers have been collecting busi-
ness cards from businesses, focusing
on second floor tenants, in order to
have the most current and up-to-date
information in their records.

The board discussed the fact that
there are seven retail locations cur-
rently available in the downtown area.
The location vacated by the Westfield
School of Dance and Jack’s Auto was
briefly discussed. The landlord has
one perspective tenant interested in
putting a deli in the location. Parking
Director John Morgan raised concern
that the parking problems that forced
the dance studio out of the location

should also be a concern of the per-
spective tenant. Ms. Cronin stated
that the deli proprietor would have a
maximum of 15 spaces and would be
catering to the surrounding neighbor-
hood and expected mostly foot traf-
fic. No lease agreement has been
signed as of yet.

It was reported that Westfield Town
Council appropriated $50,000 in capi-
tal monies for conceptual designs in
the reconfiguration of the exit of the
north side train station parking lot.
Conceptually, the new design would
have the present exit align with Elm
Street, alleviating the confusing and
dangerous left turn from the lot onto
North Avenue. The lawn would be
reconfigured and the lot size would
be modestly increased from 61 to 65
parking spaces, including three handi-
capped. Construction is not expected
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                Photo  courtesy of Don Maxwell.
ROLLING BACK THE CLOCK…Downtown Mountainside’s façade, pictured
here circa 1939, appears relatively unchanged and is still home to many family-
run businesses that have survived the influx of major retail chains in the area.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday’s regular agenda meet-
ing, the Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil appointed Borough Engineer
Michael Disko Associates for engi-
neering services to satisfy the R9-
Tier A Municipal Storm Water Gen-
eral Permit to regulate the collection
and disposition of storm water.

“This is something that gets me
quite upset,” Mayor Robert Viglianti
said. “A few years ago, you heard that
if the state mandates, the state pays.
Well, there’s a loophole in how that
works. If the legislators don’t directly
mandate it and an agency mandates,
then the state doesn’t have to pay.
This will ultimately cost
Mountainside residents multi-mil-
lions of dollars.”

The plan calls for a storm water
pollution prevention plan and man-
agement plan by April 1, 2005. The
plan includes the mapping of outfalls
in the entire sewer system, providing
certain ordinance information and
adopting residential site improve-
ments standards for storm water man-
agement. The solids and floatable

controls portion of the plan requires
monthly sweeping of curbs, streets,
roads and highways in industrial ar-
eas.

The plan also requires a framing
grate that prevents debris from fall-
ing into the catch basins. Mapping
and detail work could be in the range
of $50,000.

Mayor Viglianti said that the finan-
cial burden would ultimately fall on
the taxpayers.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion authorizing Recreation Director
Sue Wynans to apply for grants from
the Union County Kids Recreation
Trust. The grant money will be used
to improve fields and fund new recre-
ation equipment.

There are two components of the
Kids Recreation Trust Application
offered by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. The recre-
ation trust fund goes to an equipment
grant that provides for two pitching
machines totaling $3,000, the recon-
ditioning of 75 batting helmets and
installation of necessary faceguards
for $1,875. The total amount of money
in that segment of the grant is $4,875.

The Borough will ask for $2437 and
the PAL will provide matching funds.

Concerning field improvements
and recreation facilities, the tennis
courts at Deerfield School will be
resurfaced, the Deerfield Pony League
field will be realigned (along with
improvements to the backstops and
fencing) and batting cages will be
installed at Deerfield adjacent to the
restroom. The Borough will apply for
$50,000 in that area. The
Mountainside Youth Baseball League
will provide $18,000 in matching
funds for the Pony League Project.

The application is due by Thurs-
day, July 29. All applicants will be
notified by Friday, October 29. In
November, the funds will be trans-
ferred to fiscal year 2005.

The council authorized Borough
Clerk Judy Osty to advertise for bids
for repairing potholes throughout the
year. At the July 13 agenda-setting
meeting, the mayor conferred with
Borough Attorney John Postand and
decided that the borough will con-
tract a professional company to re-
pair the pot holes. Mr. Disko said the
repairs, which will be prioritized by
the extent of reconstruction and the
level that each artery is traveled, would
extend the life of the road.

The governing body affirmed the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

          Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GETTING READY...Congressional Candidate Steve Brozak (D-7th) prepares for his speech on Wednesday at the
Democratic National Convention. Mr. Brozak is running against incumbent Mike Ferguson. See the related story on Page 2.

Lawyer Scandal Prompts
Concern About Accounting

of Edgar Reeve Estate
By VICTORIA MCCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On July 15, David Foltz, attorney
for the Westfield Historical Society,
addressed a letter to James LaCorte,
surrogate of the Union County court-
house on behalf of the society, re-
questing that William Lanigan be re-
moved from his position as executor
of the estate of Edgar Reeve of
Westfield. The society made the re-
quest in light of Mr. Lanigan’s June
24 indictment on charges that he stole
$625,000 from a former client’s trust
fund. Mr. Lanigan, former
Bridgewater mayor and longtime
Bridgewater attorney, was charged
with two counts of second-degree
theft and misapplication of entrusted
property, charges that would each
carry a maximum 10-year state prison
term, according to a June 25 Star
Ledger article.

Mr. Reeve, who died in 2001, was
a lifetime Westfield resident who
donated his 314 Mountain Avenue
home and property to the town. In his
Oct. 22, 1992 Last Will and Testa-
ment, he named the Historical Soci-
ety as a beneficiary to receive 3 per-
cent of his estate, and his will be-
queathed money to a number of other
organizations, including Children’s
Specialized Hospital, New York Pres-
byterian Hospital, Overlook Hospi-
tal, the Cornell University Library
and the Center for Blood Research.

Mr. Reeve’s brother, Ralph Reeve,
a friend and client of Mr. Lanigan,
bequeathed a Branchburg estate val-
ued at $9 million to $12 million to the
lawyer upon his death in 1988. “Ad-
ditionally, [Mr. Lanigan] apparently
named himself or his wife as trustee
of charitable trusts established to re-
ceive 60 percent of the [Edgar] Reeve
estate,” Mr. Foltz wrote.

In Mr. Edgar Reeve’s will, he des-

ignated that 50 percent, or $1,174,555
as of a United States Estate Tax Re-
turn dated Feb. 25, 2003, of his estate
be used to create an educational trust
fund that would offer both scholar-
ship grants and donations to educa-
tional institutions. He named Joy
Marie Peak (now Mr. Lanigan’s wife)
as the trustee, to serve “without com-
pensation and without bond.” He be-
queathed 10 percent of his estate to
the Reeve Foundation, of which she
is also a trustee.

Because of the decreasing value of
certain stocks that were not sold im-
mediately upon Mr. Reeve’s death,
the value of his estate has decreased
since the 2003 tax return, and an Aug.
19, 2003 document outlining the di-
visions of the estate showed that the
charitable organizations set to receive
three percent of it will receive about
$25,000 less than originally projected.

The family of late Middlesex busi-
nessman Robert Betham filed a civil
suit against Mr. Lanigan, and a year-
long criminal investigation revealed
that the lawyer had written himself
checks estimated at $625,000 from
Mr. Betham’s $1 million trust, ac-
cording to police statements in the
Star-Ledger article.

Mr. Lanigan served as municipal
attorney for Bridgewater for 30 years
but was fired in 2002.

Mr. Lanigan inherited a multi-mil-
lion-dollar property from Mr. Ralph
Reeve and that his wife is a trustee in
position to see 60 percent of the Reeve
estate made his recent indictment
more significant to the Historical
Society and the other organizations
in line to benefit from the Reeve es-
tate, said Mr. Foltz.

“People have been suspicious of
Lanigan for a long time, and this
[indictment] confirms suspicions,”
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a call in 2002 to help with fundraising
for Senator Kerry’s effort to garner the
party’s nomination for President. At first,
he just started calling friends and they
gave. When asked why they did by The
Leader/Times, he said the response to
him was “because you asked for it.”
Then he said the next phase started when
Kerry was gaining the upper hand. People
started calling Mr. Regenstreich – he
said that they wanted to be sure not to be
left out. All in all, to this point, Mr.
Regenstreich has raised over $150,000
for Senator Kerry’s bid. He said this
amount apparently puts him in the upper
tier and resulted in him being selected as
a delegate.

Although the outcome of the con-
vention is not in doubt, Mr. Regenstreich
says he intends to take advantage of
every minute of it, being fascinated by
politics. He’s receiving many invita-
tions for breakfasts and other affairs
from companies and special interest
groups – he will attend as many as he
can.

He also added that  if he’s asked, he’ll
offer his thoughts to be incorporated
into the party’s platform.

Boston is a second home for the
Regenstreich family. His daughter Jen-
nifer graduated from Boston Univer-
sity in 2001. His son Andrew is now
attending Northeastern University to
major in political science. He also has a
son Alex entering Syracuse University.
They intend to make the DNC a family
affair.

When asked what else impresses him
about Senator Kerry, Mr. Regenstreich
spouted – “Because he likes hockey
and he’s a good hockey player too – real
men lace up their skates.”

Mr. Regenstreich expects to be as-
sisting with fundraising after the con-
vention. And now that Kerry is the
presidential nominee, he probably won’t
have personal access to the Senator, as
was the case during the early times of
the campaign.

Mr. Regenstreich doesn’t expect that
Mr. Kerry will be campaigning in New
Jersey due to other priorities – he
wouldn’t be surprised though to see
John Edwards here.

Delegate J Michael Blake of Scotch
Plains told The Leader/Times, “I was
chosen primarily because I am the Presi-
dent of the Stonewall Democrats — the
gay and lesbian organization in the state.
I work closely with Gov McGreevey on

the Domestic Partnership Bill. We are
concerned primarily on a statewide
level. I am the conduit for the gay
community and the Democratic Party.”

“I was chosen to nominate John Kerry
and John Edwards. I ran committed to
John Kerry. This is the second time for
me, being a delegate. I was also a del-
egate in LA. I had not done any
fundraising before I was selected as a
delegate. I am engaged in raising money
for Steve Brozak. I’m not what you’d
call a ‘fat cat.’”

Mr. Blake added, “Anyone can run.
You are chosen by Kerry to be commit-
ted to him. I received a call personally
from Maggie Moran, the State Director
for Jon Corzine.”

“I will attend with June (Fischer) and
it’s probably a rare instance that two
people who work in the same office will
go together. June goes automatically
because she’s a member of the Demo-
cratic National Committee.”

“I’d be surprised if there were gays
on the Republican side attending as
delegates. I know the Democrats reach
out to the gay community to ensure that
there is representation. Obviously, I’d
prefer a larger number of gay and les-
bian delegates. The problems is that
elected officials are automatically se-
lected. We need more gay and lesbian
candidates for office.”

Said Mr. Blake, “There are a lot of
speeches, meetings, breakfasts etc. I
went during 2000 and it was very excit-
ing to listen to the speeches. Bill
Clinton’s speech was very memorable
and Al Gore was much better in person.
It was exciting to be part of history.
There’s a lot of networking going on
and groups trying to get known through-
out the state.”

ishing and Upholstery opened its
doors. The family run business spe-
cializes in antique furniture restora-
tion and because of their excellent
workmanship and eye for detail they
draw customers from all over Union
and Morris County. Donald J. Max-
well, who took over for his father
Donald R. Maxwell 28 years ago,
said that the business was originally
located in Westfield before moving
to its current location on Mountain
Avenue. Donald R., who turns 80
next week, still works at the shop full
time.

When you walk into the store the poi-
gnant smell of varnish is the first thing you
notice, but the array of beautiful antiques
in all stages of renovation is what is truly
breathtaking. Massive antique pieces
stripped down to their original state are
carefully stacked and piled on top of one
another in the large building, which serves
as the office, warehouse and workshop for
the business. Although most of the pieces
are not for sale, there are a number of
interesting and unusual pieces that are up
for grabs.

Located a few doors down from
Maxwell’s, another family-owned store,
the Mountainside Deli, will turn 50 in
September. Jim Debbie opened the store
in 1954 and refused to sell anything but
the best quality meats and salads, includ-
ing Grandma May’s secret recipe for
potato salad. Rick and Geri Polce took
over the business, which has been in the
family for three generations from Geri’s
father nine years ago. Jim’s only request
was that the Polce’s keep the recipes for
the salads the same, especially the potato
salad.

The recipe for the potato salad, which,
according to Rick, is kept under lock and
key, is so top secret that his father-in-law
didn’t share it with him until four years
after he married into the family.

The full-time deli and catering store
specializing in homemade soups and salads
draws customers from Mountainside,
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Summit. Ac-
cording to Rick’s son Alex, who chimed in
from behind the counter, the deli boasts a
huge number of loyal customers who fre-
quent it on a daily basis. The ‘mom and pop’
feel of the store is inviting and hearing the
owners address patrons by name is obvi-
ously one reason why customers keep com-
ing back.

Across the street from Maxwell’s and
the deli is Christoffers, a unique flower
and gift shop. Ruth Christoffer started the
business 28 years ago in the garage of her
Mountainside home before parking is-
sues forced her into the store’s current
location. Ruth retired last year, and her
son Kurt and his wife Fiona took over.
The store is known for its creative floral
arrangements as well as its interesting
array of one-of-a-kind gifts. Although
the gift selection is beautiful, the floral
arrangements still dominate the majority
of the business.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Floral designer Thomas SanFilippo is
in charge of creating arrangements for
weddings and other catered events and
states that a low, tight European-style
arrangement he jokingly calls “squished”
is his most popular design. The shop
always seems to be a flurry of activity and
the helpful, courteous treatment of cus-
tomers has led to the store’s success. They
cater to walk-ins as well as delivery clien-
tele and claim a mix of holidays, birth-
days and special events as their major
source of business.

J&M Market, located two doors down
from Christoffers, recently closed their
doors for good. After over 35 years in
business, Raymond DeRose owner of
J&M found he couldn’t compete with
major supermarket chains that had moved
into the area. Mayor Viglianti stated that
the meat market catered to an older popu-
lation that has since retired and moved on
and said, “I felt terrible when I heard they
had to close.”

There have been rumors that Dunkin
Donuts and Basking Robbins will occupy
the space still owned by Mr. DeRose, but
parking is an issue and it seems unlikely
that will happen. One shop owner said she
would like to see a green grocer occupy the
spot rather than another restaurant, while
others are uncertain what would best serve
the area.

Chrone’s Tavern, which opened its doors
in 1946, is another business that has been
in the family for three generations. The
restaurant, featuring Italian food, also
serves as the local casual watering hole
where sports teams and residents gather on
a regular basis. Present owner Michael
Chrone said his clientelle is a mix of
Mountainside and Westfield residents.

Route 22 plays a key role in the com-
merce of Mountainside hosting major
chain restaurants such as Famous Dave’s
and Arirang, which have diners waiting
for tables most nights of the week. The
Spanish Tavern, featuring Portugese food,
and Raagini, specializing in Indian food,
are specialty restaurants that draw diners
from throughout Union County.

Loews Theatre, located on the border
of Mountainside and Springfield on Route
22 East, caters to what Manager Wilson
Maygua calls a ‘select’ audience. The
massive complex has the capability to
show 10 different movies at a time. Ac-
cording to Mr. Maygua, in any given
week the Mountainside location can see
anywhere between 15,000 to 20,000 mov-
ies goes. Loews is an International chain
with 14 locations in New Jersey alone.

Mountainside does not see the tremen-
dous amount of foot traffic that a town
such as Westfield might see, but it offers
the right mix of charm and customer
service that allows the ‘mom and pop’
stores that have called the Borough home
for decades to not only survive, but also
thrive. In an era where major chain stores
have disrupted the success of the smaller,
family owned businesses, it’s nice to know
that they are still alive and well in
Mountainside.

Downtown, Rte. 22 in MS
Offers Array of Businesses

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR C IRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003  

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090

Spacious and pristine is this custom Westfield home with all of the amenities.
The extensive renovation includes a gourmet Eat -in Kitchen with granite
countertops and stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors throughout, 
luxurious Master Bedroom Suite with private Bathroom and walk -in closets, new 
windows and roof, two zone central heat and air conditioning, 1/3 acre of 
professionally landscaped grounds with sprinkler system and more! 
(WSF 0618)                                     Offered for $960,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4PM

761 HYSLIP AVENUE , W ESTFIELD

 

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Local Delegates Prepare
For DEM Nat’l Convention
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Borough Reluctantly Passes
Mandated Storm Water Plan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mayor and council’s complete review
and certification of the 2003 audit as
required by law, and it also approved
a 2003 Audit Corrective Action Plan
developed by the Borough’s Chief
Finance Officer Diane Marus.

The board appointed Thomas
McGee to the Historic Preservation
Committee. In other business, the
board renewed the 1072 Route 22
Associates Inc. (Sun Tavern) liquor
license, which expires on June 30,
2005, with the approval of the De-
partment of Alcohol.

At the request of the borough tax

collector, the board authorized the
extended due date for third-quarter
property taxes from August 1 to Au-
gust 25 because the state and county
just issued its rate certificates.

Due to a change in the construction
department, the administrative secre-
tary to construction will have the
added responsibility of secretary to
the fire prevention officer. The board
oversaw the restructuring and agreed
to increase the position’s annual sal-
ary by $5,000. Furthermore, the con-
struction/fire prevention official will
work 25 hours a week, up from 21
hours.

The council awarded two bids to
Barone Construction & Equipment
Corp for paving improvements.
Barone Construction will be com-
pensated $137,266.70 for improve-
ments to Hillside Avenue and
$244,343.50 for other various street
projects in the borough.

The council authorized the purchase
of a new police vehicle and awarded
a bid for the sale of the Public Works
Department’s surplus 1991 Dodge
Pick Up Truck to Liberty Motors,
Jersey City in the amount of $829.99.

The governing body conducted a
public hearing on an amendment to
Chapter VII of the code of the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, increasing the
fines for non-moving traffic viola-
tions by $1 as required by the Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles. The ordinance
passed unanimously.

The council also passed on second
read an ordinance amending Chapter
V of the code of the Borough of
Mountainside, animal regulations, to
require the immediate removal of dog
feces. In addition, the council ap-
proved an ordinance further amend-
ing Chapter V to increase the viola-
tions and penalties to not less than
$100 nor more than $500 per offense.

The governing body heard the in-
troduction of an ordinance placing a
‘no parking’ sign near a business on
the south side of Bristol Road ap-
proximately 200 feet from Sheffield
Road to allow trucks to move in and
out of the driveway.

Mayor Viglianti awarded a resolu-
tion of commendation to Eagle Scout
Michael Dejianne. Michael earned
the Eagle Scout distinction, the high-
est ranking in Boy Scouts requiring
demonstration of good character and
community service, by organizing a
white sock and toiletry drive to supple-
ment homeless veterans.

“I commend the parents and the
scouts that are doing this because it is
a tremendous, worthwhile endeavor,”
Mayor Viglianti said. “And to reach
the level of Eagle is recognized as
quite an accomplishment. It’s my plea-
sure to award the commendation.”

“I want to thank all the councilmen
and mayor for being here tonight,”
Michael said. “I also want to thank RJ
Anderson, our assistant scout master,
and Mark DiPietro, our scout master,
for really helping me and who de-
serve the award as much as I do.”

to begin until sometime next year.
In other parking matters, Captain

Morgan also reported that because of
the South Street reconfiguration project,
a larger-than-normal volume of traffic
is being seen on North Avenue. The
Fire Department reported that conges-
tion in front of the fire station is jeopar-
dizing emergency calls because the

DWC Prepares for 5k
And Pizza Extravaganza
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department is unable to exit the station
in a speedy manner.

In order to expedite traffic in this
area, the five meters on North Avenue
in front of Talbots have been tempo-
rarily removed. The removal of the
meters, which were restricted parking
from 5 until 6:30 p.m., will allow for
two-lane northbound traffic on North
Avenue at all times.

Mr. Morgan stated the arrival of
Wolfgang Puck Restaurant on the cor-
ner of Elm Street and North Avenue is
“still on.” The second floor of the build-
ing needs to have steel supports put in
place before the restaurant can begin
renovating the first floor. According to
Captain Morgan, the steel work is in
manufacture and once it is in place the
restaurant will begin construction on
the site.

It was also reported that Cosimo’s
renovation project will double the size
of the restaurant. Take-out orders will
be processed on the right side of the
restaurant, while the dining room will
remain in its current location but with a
new decor and ambiance. The DWC
will be involved in the new façade of the
building.

The restaurant will also be offering
outside cafe dining when renovations
are complete. The newsstands that are
currently located in front of the restau-
rant will be moved to a new location
around the corner.
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Lawyer Scandal Prompts
Historic Society Concern

          Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
SWEET SOUNDS...The Loren Daniels Trio played on Prospect Street during last
Tuesday’s Jazz night. Pictured, from left to right, are: Matt Morelli, Loren
Daniels and Carl Scariati. Jazz nights will continue every Tuesday night through
August.

said Mr. Foltz. “We [the charitable orga-
nizations named as beneficiaries] are re-
sponsible for this money, for putting it to
good, charitable use, and it is up to us to
make sure that it goes where it is intended
so that people can benefit from it. With
Mr. Reeve’s donations, these organiza-
tions can do some really special things.”

Westfield attorney Tom Phelan, who
represents some of the other charitable
beneficiaries of Mr. Reeve’s will, recently
contacted State Attorney General Peter
Harvey, who is in charge of overseeing
bequests to charitable organizations. Mr.
Phelan notified Mr. Harvey and inquired
as to whether he would take an active role
in reviewing the Reeve file or whether a
thorough examination would be the task
of the charities and organizations them-
selves, and he is currently awaiting a
reply.

A call to the listed law number for Mr.
Lanigan led to a Reeve Foundation an-
swering machine, and the call was not
answered as of press time.

In addition to its connection to Mr.
Reeve as a beneficiary of his estate, the
Historical Society is currently leasing his
Mountain Avenue house from the Town
of Westfield and hopes to make the home
a permanent location for its museum and
for its archives on Westfield’s history.

In 1985, Mr. Reeve, then 84, along
with his brother, donated the Reeve
family’s Mountain Avenue house and
four-acre property to the Town of
Westfield under the condition that he
could live there, exempt from all property
taxes, until his death. The town agreed,
and upon Mr. Reeve’s death in 2001 at the
age of 101, the town received full owner-
ship of the property.

Among the stipulations of Mr. Reeve’s
wishes, the conditions of his agreement
with the town maintained that “the prop-
erty conveyed shall be used for chari-
table, municipal or other public non-profit
uses and purposes,” and he encouraged
the involvement of Westfield’s Historical
Society. In an agreement signed in March
of this year, the Historical Society leased
the house from the town for an 18-month
period, during which members hope to
demonstrate that they will be able to raise
the funds needed to use the house as both
a museum and a location at which to store
all of its archives on Westfield’s history.

At the time of the society’s agreement
with the town, then-President of the His-
torical Society Don Mokrauer estimated
that renovations to the house would cost
at least $500,000. The Historical Society
is currently waiting for a report from
preservation architect Margaret Westfield
of Westfield Architects and Preservation
Consultants of Haddon Heights, who the
society hired to evaluate the state of the
house, the work that would need to be
done and the money that would need to be
raised for the project.

Nancy Priest, president of the Histori-
cal Society said that right now, “it’s a
matter of finding out what needs to be
done and how to do it.”

Said Historical Society trustee and
former Westfield mayor Bud Boothe,
“We have to [repair and restore] the
Reeve house according to codes, we
have to do it right and we want to do it
historically.”

“It’s a big job, and we’ll need a lot of
help from the public, we are hoping that
a lot of people will want to help with
various committees, fundraising and
odd jobs for the house,” Ms. Priest said.
“This won’t be just the home of the
Historical Society, it will be the home
of Westfield’s history. It’s a very impor-
tant part of our town, and we want to
make sure that our archives last for
centuries.”

“This will be a tremendous creative
way of doing something for the town, and
it will be something very positive,” said
Ms. Priest. “It will be something we can
all cherish for generations to come.”


