
T I M E S
timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 30-46 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, July 22, 2004

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 7
Education ...... 14
Sports ............ 9-12

Real Estate .... 10-14
A&E .............. 15-16

Local Delegates Prepare
For DEM Nat’l Convention

Mixing Quaint Downtown With 22
MS Offers an Array of Businesses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Successful Businessman
John Losavio Remained
Genuine ‘People Person’

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Throughout his life, local business-
man John Losavio of Scotch Plains
always gave his very best – to his
family, his customers and anyone
whom he felt he could help.

Mr. Losavio, the owner of John’s
Meat Market on Park Avenue for over
six decades and one of the township’s
most familiar faces, died last Satur-
day at the age of 87.

Trained in the trade as a delivery
boy for the Morris Meat Market and
as an apprentice butcher for three
years in the late 1930s, he purchased
the butcher shop when he was 21, in
1939, for $2,000 and renamed it John’s
Meat Market.

During 65 years in business, Mr.
Losavio steadfastly maintained a tra-
dition of excellence in both his prod-
ucts and his relationship with his cus-
tomers – greeting some with a hug.

It was these qualities that led him to
twice be named Businessman of the
Year – by the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association and also
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School DECA group. He earned hon-
ors as well from the Union
County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and former
New Jersey Governor Tho-
mas H. Kean.

Besides a faithful local
clientele, several celebrities
have patronized John’s
Meat Market over the years.
Among them was singer
Jimmy Roselli, who lived
in the Watchung Mountains
and once ordered steaks to
serve his guest, Frank
Sinatra.

Additionally, Watchung
resident and former New
York Giants baseball player
Bobby Thompson, famed
for his “shot heard around
the world” for a National
League pennant win over
the Brooklyn Dodgers, has
also been a regular over the
years.

Despite working 16-hour
days six days a week, Mr.
Losavio consistently found
time to give back to his
community and to those be-
yond Scotch Plains’ as well.

A longtime supporter of
the Union County Depart-
ment of Human Services’
annual Thanksgiving food
drive for needy families, he

also gave to programs to feed the
homeless in Union County.

Following the September 11, 2001
attacks, Mr. Losavio donated meat on
a weekly basis to a Canal Street res-
taurant in New York that fed police
and firefighters faced with the mas-
sive cleanup effort at the World Trade
Center site. For his generosity, he was
honored by the September 11th Com-
mittee of New York City.

Additionally, he was involved with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
U.N.I.C.O., an Italian-American ser-
vice organization, was the lead spon-
sor for the Scotch Plains Youth Base-
ball Association and received an
award from the Fanwood Recreation
Commission for his support of that
community’s annual Memorial Day
picnic.

Over the years, John’s Meat Mar-
ket became a family affair, with Mr.
Losavio eventually being joined in
the shop by sons Vincent and Nicho-
las. Several of his six grandchildren
have also been active in the business.
Mr. Losavio’s wife of 55 years, Marie
Spano Losavio, died in 1999.

Retired Scotch Plains Fire Truck
To be Driven to Tijuana, Mexico

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

At some point in the next month, a
35-year-old fire truck with Scotch
Plains Fire Department markings will
make its way across the Mexican
border to its new home with the fire
department in Tijuana. This begs the
question, or the riddle: How does one
get a fire truck from an East Coast
town to across the border between
California and Mexico?

The 1969 model diesel engine
pumper truck, which is being sold to
the Bomberos de Mexico, Tijuana,
BC for $1, is the second such vehicle
from the township fire department
that is ending up south of the border.

According to Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis, in 1996 the department sold a
1975 pumper to Tijuana, where eco-
nomic conditions make it difficult to
buy new equipment. Because of up-
dated worker and other safety stan-
dards in the U.S. and in New Jersey,
the older truck is not able to be used
locally and has no market value. Be-
sides that, Chief Ellis told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “the pump
and everything else is fine.”

So how does one get an old fire
truck across the country and then into
Mexico? Chief Ellis said, “a relative
of one of our volunteers is a retired
New York firefighter who lives in San
Diego and volunteers in Tijuana.” As

he did eight years ago, the retiree will
fly from California to New Jersey and
then drive the old truck by himself
across the country.

Chief Ellis said the trip, which is
expected to take place early next
month, lasts about a week. Back on
the 1996 transcontinental journey, the
only problems encountered by the
Scotch Plains fire truck were an over-
heated engine and a flat tire. Appar-
ently, no one in Middle America raised
an eyebrow at a fire truck from Scotch
Plains, N.J. driving through their town.

However, Chief Ellis said last week that
this time, in the post-9/11 environment,
the driver would be provided with more
official documentation concerning his
trip in case of any problems.

According to Chief Ellis, the San
Diego fire authorities will feign go-
ing across the border to help fight a
fire in Mexico with the old Scotch
Plains truck in the middle of the pro-
cession and then return to the U.S.,
leaving the 35-year-old fire truck be-
hind as the newest piece of equip-
ment for Tijuana’s bravest.
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By HORACE R. CORBIN and
MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Several of the area’s community
leaders and party advocates are gear-
ing up to serve as delegates to the
Democrat National Convention
(DNC) in Boston next week, July 26

to 29. They will officially confirm
their party’s nominees of John Kerry
for President and John Edwards for
Vice President of the United States.

Among these 4,352 delegates to
the DNC are Bruce Regenstreich of
Westfield, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood, Judy Fischer of

Scotch Plains and J Michael Blake of
Scotch Plains.

Ms. Fischer provides constituent
services to Senator Jon Corzine and
is the Chairwoman of the Union
County Board of Elections. This
year’s delegate selection marks the
ninth time that she has attended a

convention. She told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that while fundraising
is not her area of expertise, she pro-
vides services in the areas of public
outreach with initiatives like ‘get out
the vote.’

“The reason I am a delegate is, and
I don’t like this term but I didn’t coin

it, I am a super delegate,” Ms. Fischer
said. “All elected members of the
Democratic National Committee,
along with members of Congress and
US Senators, are considered super
delegates and automatically go to the
convention.”

“I will be heading to Boston on
Saturday. Each time it’s a different
adrenaline rush. This one is particu-
larly important because the Demo-
cratic Party has never been so united.”

Ms. Fischer said, “I’m really look-
ing forward to hearing Bill Clinton.
He was excellent every time I heard
him speak. I’m thrilled that Steve
Brozak [candidate for the Seventh
Congressional District and a resident
of Westfield] is giving an eight-minute
speech before John Edwards an-
nounces his candidacy. I also think
it’s great that the Democrats have
endorsed this man, a challenger.
Democrats have a great hope he can
unseat an incumbent, which he should.
He should unseat an ineffective Re-
publican and you can quote me on
that.”

Assemblywoman Stender has been
chosen as a delegate to the conven-
tion based on her strength as an elected
official for the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict in New Jersey. Asw. Stender told
The Leader/Times that “I am proud to
participate in our American democ-
racy as a delegate to the Democratic
National Convention in Boston this
year. Democracy is not a spectator
sport; each of us as Americans have
an obligation and a responsibility to
participate in the democratic process.

I am honored to be a delegate for John

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

When traveling on Route 22, it is
easy to tell when you have entered
the Borough of Mountainside be-
cause, according to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, “It is the first strip of green
you see.” The section of highway that
splits the town in two has historically
been non-retail, and the Borough
Council intends to keep it that way. It
is the location of two major nursing
homes and many office buildings, as
well as restaurants and gas stations.

Mountainside has approximately
7,000 residents, the majority of whom
reside on the west side of Route 22. A
small strip of stores and restaurants on
Mountain Avenue make up its down-
town, located on the eastern side of the
major thoroughfare. Quite a few of
Mountainsides businesses are stores
have been icons in the area for decades.

Bliwise Liquors, located on the
corner of Route 22 East and Moun-
tain Avenue, originally opened its
doors in 1914 across the street from
its current location in what is now
Echo Lake Park. According to Glen
Bliwise, whose grandfather Harry
founded the store, horses pulled the
building across the street in 1927 to
the location it still stands in today.

Serving as Mountainside’s general
store, Bliwise Liquors once sold ev-
erything from animal feed to grocer-
ies and was the local ice cream parlor
as well as the post office. Glen sold

the store last April to Ron Mineo,
whose business sells everything from
liquor to beer but specializes in fine
wines. Glen Bliwise still works full-
time at the extensively stocked store,
obviously not willing to completely
part with the business that has been in
his family for more than 90 years.

The same year horses were pulling
Bliwise across the street, Don
Maxwell’s Furniture Repair, Refin-

ishing and Upholstery opened its
doors. The family run business spe-
cializes in antique furniture restora-
tion and because of their excellent
workmanship and eye for detail they
draw customers from all over Union
and Morris County. Donald J. Max-
well, who took over for his father
Donald R. Maxwell 28 years ago,
said that the business was originally
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          Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
GETTING READY...Democrat Seventh District Congressional Candidate Steve
Brozak prepares for his speech on Wednesday at the Democratic National Conven-
tion. Mr. Brozak is running against incumbent Mike Ferguson. See the related
story on Page 2.

          Horace R. Corbin for The Times
PARTY IN THE PARK...A large crowd gathered at Brookside Park to watch the “Bravest vs. Finest” charity softball game.
The Scotch Plains Police Department beat the Scotch Plains Fire Department 29-14 in the annual event.

          Fred Rossi for The Times
TIJUANA OR BUST...The Scotch Plains Fire Department’s old pumper truck
will be driven to Tijuana, Mexico. The older truck was sold to a fire department
there for $1.

         From the Times Archives
IN MEMORIAM...John Losavio of John’s Meat
Market is pictured above after he opened the Park
Avenue business in 1939. Mr. Losavio died on
Saturday at the age of 87.

Borough of Fanwood Adopts
$6.9 Mil. 2004 Municipal Budget

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood has adopted its 2004
municipal budget in the amount of
$6,938,406, with the amount to be
raised by taxation of $3,878,799.
When the budget was first proposed
in February, the increase from last
year’s budget total was anticipated to
be 11.2 percent. Since that time the
borough has secured grant monies
totaling $300,000, with $250,000
coming from a state extraordinary aid
grant and $50,000 from a Homeland
Security grant. As a result of these
revenues, the increase in this year’s
budget is now 1.4 percent, versus the
expected 11.2 percent.

The municipal tax rate will increase
1.1 percent or approximately $16 per
household.

The mayor and council members
commented on this year’s budget pro-
cess at a public meeting held on Mon-
day night at Borough Hall. During
the past several months, discussions
held during budget meetings had in-
cluded a clash of opinions, often di-
vided among political party lines. On
Monday the benefits of the receipt of
grant monies was acknowledged,
however limitations were also dis-
cussed, as were plans for reducing the
borough’s expenses in 2005.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
gave credit to Mayor Colleen Mahr
for the attaining of grants and the
resulting reduction in the budget in-
crease: “The road to passing this bud-
get has been long and emotion-filled.
The initial budget, which reflected an
11.2 percent increase, was then and
would be now unacceptable. This
budget reflects a significantly lower
increase and is now acceptable. The
mayor should be congratulated on
her ability to retrieve available grant
money. That and only that is the rea-
son why this budget reflects such a
small increase in the tax burden.”

Councilman Calamaras voiced his
specific concerns: “We have concen-
trated on the gathering of grant mon-
ies to increase our revenue stream,
but have put very little emphasis on
reducing or curtailing our expendi-
tures. We are receiving these rev-
enues from a state that is going out to
bond to cover current expenses. This
is troublesome to me. Borrowing long
term to cover short term expenditures
is fiscally irresponsible. We are re-

ceiving monies from the county gov-
ernment, a body that continues to tax
Fanwood residents and has exhibited
very little effort in cutting expendi-
tures. I would hope that next year this
council could put as much effort into
minimizing the ever increasing bor-
ough expenses.”

Councilman Stuart Kline admitted
that upon hearing of the idea of re-
questing grant money from the state:
“I was a little skeptical, but I can’t
argue with success.” He also spoke of
his concerns: “This is my eighth bud-
get year (on the council), and I think
that the pressures upon municipal
budgets have gotten more severe in
the past years. This year our Gover-

nor is going around to the various
towns and schools and saying cap
your spending, and yet the state has
an increase of 16 percent, bolstered
by $2.5 billion of borrowing. This has
permitted a lot of the aid going to
municipalities. We received $250,000
this year in aid, and that is supposed
to be a one time shot in the arm. What
will we do next year when there is a
big hole in the budget? And I am
concerned that we didn’t spend
enough time on reducing expenses,
for example last year we had exten-
sive discussions on police overtime.”

Councilman Jack Molenaar spoke
of three areas that he felt the council
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR C IRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003  

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090

Spacious and pristine is this custom Westfield home with all of the amenities.
The extensive renovation includes a gourmet Eat -in Kitchen with granite
countertops and stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors throughout, 
luxurious Master Bedroom Suite with private Bathroom and walk -in closets, new 
windows and roof, two zone central heat and air conditioning, 1/3 acre of 
professionally landscaped grounds with sprinkler system and more! 
(WSF 0618)                                     Offered for $960,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4PM

761 HYSLIP AVENUE , W ESTFIELD

Kerry. I fervently believe that it matters
who we elect to public office. Our de-
mocracy is only as good and as smart
and as caring as the people we elect to
govern us. Not every American can be a
delegate, but every American 18 years
of age and over can and must register
and vote on Election Day, November
2.”

Mr. Regenstreich of Westfield re-
marked that “sometimes you don’t know
how you’re chosen to be a delegate –
some of it for me may be the perception
of fundraising ability, then there are the
selections based on those in political
power. In my case, I think it’s best
expressed by the Kerry campaign but-
ton I have. Before Iowa, there were only
a few of us supporting Kerry before he
had reached prominence – the button
has the letters “4JKB4IA” – which
means “For John Kerry Before Iowa.”

Mr. Regenstreich related that in 1996,
he walked up and introduced himself to
John Kerry in Boston - a time when
Kerry was fighting for his political life
in running for reelection as Senator for
Massachusetts. Mr. Regenstreich said
to Kerry, “if there’s anything I can do
for you, please give me a call.” The next
day when he returned home to NJ, there
were two messages on his answering
machine. He was living in Montclair at
the time, before he and his wife Merry
moved to Westfield six years ago.

He told The Leader/Times that he was
thought of then as a person who could
do fundraising, although he never did
anything like that in the past. Kerry’s
campaign managers persisted in court-
ing him. He acquiesced and held a
fundraiser for the Senator at his home
and raised $15,000. Donations were
mostly from family and friends. He said
he did it because he kept thinking how
impressive Senator Kerry was — his
politics, intellect and charisma reminded
him of John F. Kennedy.

He said, “It might surprise you about
Kerry’s charisma as he has not been
described as such in the media – one on
one, he’s captivating, motivated and ex-
tremely intelligent. I hope this comes
across at the convention and I believe
Edwards’ outward personality is a help.”

Mr. Regenstreich said John Kerry is a
champion debater from Yale and thinks

Local Delegates Prepare
For DEM Nat’l Convention
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the public will see this come out during
the convention, the campaign and dur-
ing debates with President Bush. “They
will have two very different styles,” he
said.

Mr. Regenstreich said he received a
call in 2002 to help with fundraising for
Senator Kerry’s effort to garner the
party’s nomination for President. At first,
he just started calling friends and they
gave. When asked why they did by The
Leader/Times, he said the response to
him was “because you asked for it.”
Then he said the next phase started
when Kerry was gaining the upper hand.
People started calling Mr. Regenstreich
– he said that they wanted to be sure not
to be left out. All in all, to this point, Mr.
Regenstreich has raised over $150,000
for Senator Kerry’s bid. He said this
amount apparently puts him in the up-
per tier and resulted in him being se-
lected as a delegate.

Although the outcome of the conven-
tion is not in doubt, Mr. Regenstreich
says he intends to take advantage of
every minute of it, being fascinated by
politics. He’s receiving many invita-
tions for breakfasts and other affairs
from companies and special interest
groups – he will attend as many as he
can.

He also added that if he’s asked, he’ll
offer his thoughts to be incorporated
into the party’s platform.

Boston is a second home for the
Regenstreich family. His daughter Jen-
nifer graduated from Boston University
in 2001. His son Andrew is now attend-
ing Northeastern University to major in
political science. He also has a son Alex
entering Syracuse University. They in-
tend to make the DNC a family affair.

When asked what else impresses him
about Senator Kerry, Mr. Regenstreich
spouted – “Because he likes hockey and
he’s a good hockey player too – real
men lace up their skates.”

Mr. Regenstreich expects to be as-
sisting with fundraising after the con-
vention. And now that Kerry is the presi-
dential nominee, he probably won’t have
personal access to the Senator, as was
the case during the early times of the
campaign.

Mr. Regenstreich doesn’t expect that
Mr. Kerry will be campaigning in New
Jersey due to other priorities – he
wouldn’t be surprised though to see
John Edwards here.

Delegate J Michael Blake of Scotch
Plains told The Leader/Times, “I was
chosen primarily because I am the Presi-
dent of the Stonewall Democrats — the
gay and lesbian organization in the state.
I work closely with Gov McGreevey on
the Domestic Partnership Bill. We are
concerned primarily on a statewide level.
I am the conduit for the gay community
and the Democratic Party.”

“I was chosen to nominate John Kerry
and John Edwards. I ran committed to
John Kerry. This is the second time for
me, being a delegate. I was also a del-
egate in LA. I had not done any
fundraising before I was selected as a
delegate. I am engaged in raising money
for Steve Brozak. I’m not what you’d
call a ‘fat cat.’”

Mr. Blake added, “Anyone can run.
You are chosen by Kerry to be commit-
ted to him. I received a call personally
from Maggie Moran, the State Director
for Jon Corzine.”

“I will attend with June (Fischer) and
it’s probably a rare instance that two
people who work in the same office will
go together. June goes automatically
because she’s a member of the Demo-
cratic National Committee.”

“I’d be surprised if there were gays
on the Republican side attending as
delegates. I know the Democrats reach
out to the gay community to ensure that
there is representation. Obviously, I’d
prefer a larger number of gay and les-
bian delegates. The problems is that
elected officials are automatically se-
lected. We need more gay and lesbian
candidates for office.”

Said Mr. Blake, “There are a lot of
speeches, meetings, breakfasts etc. I
went during 2000 and it was very excit-
ing to listen to the speeches. Bill
Clinton’s speech was very memorable
and Al Gore was much better in person.
It was exciting to be part of history.
There’s a lot of networking going on
and groups trying to get known through-
out the state.”

located in Westfield before moving to its
current location on Mountain Avenue.
Donald R., who turns 80 next week, still
works at the shop full-time.

When you walk into the store the poignant
smell of varnish is the first thing you notice,
but the array of beautiful antiques in all
stages of renovation is what is truly breath-
taking. Massive antique pieces stripped down
to their original state are carefully stacked
and piled on top of one another in the large
building, which serves as the office, ware-
house and workshop for the business. Al-
though most of the pieces are not for sale,
there are a number of interesting and unusual
pieces that are up for grabs.

Located a few doors down from
Maxwell’s, another family-owned store,
the Mountainside Deli, will turn 50 in Sep-
tember. Jim Debbie opened the store in
1954 and refused to sell anything but the
best quality meats and salads, including
Grandma May’s secret recipe for potato
salad. Rick and Geri Polce took over the
business, which has been in the family for
three generations from Geri’s father nine
years ago. Jim’s only request was that the
Polce’s keep the recipes for the salads the
same, especially the potato salad.

The recipe for the potato salad, which
according to Rick, is kept under lock and
key, is so top secret that his father-in-law
didn’t share it with him until four years after
he married into the family.

The full-time deli and catering store spe-
cializing in homemade soups and salads draws
customers from Mountainside, Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Summit. According to Rick’s
son Alex, who chimed in from behind the
counter, the deli boasts a huge number of loyal
customers who frequent it on a daily basis. The
‘mom and pop’ feel of the store is inviting and
hearing the owners address patrons by name
is obviously one reason why customers keep
coming back.

Across the street from Maxwell’s and
the deli is Christoffers, a unique flower
and gift shop. Ruth Christoffer started the
business 28 years ago in the garage of her
Mountainside home before parking is-
sues forced her into the store’s current
location. Ruth retired last year, and her
son Kurt and his wife Fiona took over.
The store is known for its creative floral
arrangements as well as its interesting
array of one-of-a-kind gifts. Although the
gift selection is beautiful, the floral ar-
rangements still dominate the majority of
the business.

Floral designer Thomas SanFilippo is in
charge of creating arrangements for wed-
dings and other catered events and states
that a low, tight European-style arrange-
ment he jokingly calls “squished” is his
most popular design. The shop always seems
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Downtown, Rte. 22 in MS
Offers Array of Businesses

to be a flurry of activity and the helpful,
courteous treatment of customers has led to
the store’s success. They cater to walk-ins
as well as delivery clientele and claim a mix
of holidays, birthdays and special events as
their major source of business.

J&M Market, located two doors down
from Christoffers, recently closed their doors
for good. After over 35 years in business,
Raymond DeRose owner of J&M found he
couldn’t compete with major supermarket
chains that had moved into the area. Mayor
Viglianti stated that the meat market catered
to an older population that has since retired
and moved on and said, “I felt terrible when
I heard they had to close.”

There have been rumors that Dunkin Do-
nuts and Basking Robbins will occupy the
space still owned by Mr. DeRose, but park-
ing is an issue and it seems unlikely that will
happen. One shop owner said she would like
to see a green grocer occupy the spot rather
than another restaurant, while others are
uncertain what would best serve the area.

Chrone’s Tavern, which opened its doors
in 1946, is another business that has been in
the family for three generations. The restau-
rant, featuring Italian food, also serves as
the local casual watering hole where sports
teams and residents gather on a regular
basis. Present owner Michael Chrone said
his clientelle is a mix of Mountainside and
Westfield residents.

Route 22 plays a key role in the com-
merce of Mountainside hosting major chain
restaurants such as Famous Dave’s and
Arirang, which have diners waiting for tables
most nights of the week. The Spanish Tav-
ern, featuring Portugese food, and Raagini,
specializing in Indian food, are specialty
restaurants that draw diners from through-
out Union County.

Loews Theatre, located on the border of
Mountainside and Springfield on Route 22
East, caters to what Manager Wilson
Maygua calls a ‘select’ audience. The mas-
sive complex has the capability to show 10
different movies at a time. According
to Mr. Maygua, in any given week the
Mountainside location can see any-
where between 15,000 to 20,000 mov-
ies goes. Loews is an International
chain with 14 locations in New Jersey
alone.

Mountainside does not see the tremen-
dous amount of foot traffic that a town such
as Westfield might see, but it offers the right
mix of charm and customer service that
allows the ‘mom and pop’ stores that have
called the Borough home for decades to not
only survive, but also thrive. In an era where
major chain stores have disrupted the suc-
cess of the smaller, family-owned busi-
nesses, it’s nice to know that they are still
alive and well in Mountainside.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Borough of Fanwood Adopts
$6.9 Mil. Municipal Budget
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In an interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times several years ago, Mr.
Losavio remarked that he had witnessed
many changes since he first opened up
his shop – back then the only business on
Park Avenue and now the oldest surviv-
ing business in the township.

Watching the township grow and be-
ing a part of it since the close of the
Depression, Mr. Losavio also recalled
changes in fashions and formalities over
the past six decades. Noting people today
are less formal with one another, he said
he could relate to his customers in a way
that would not have been possible in the
early years.

“People are friendlier now,” this gre-
garious man remarked with enthusiasm.
“They’re more relaxed.”

John Losavio
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
Number 04-10-S

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 86,
SALARIES AND COMPENSATION,
AND CHAPTER 67, POLICE DE-
PARTMENT, OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on July 19, 2004.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 7/22/04, The Times Fee: $17.85

www.goleader.com!

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ORDINANCE 04-09-S

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Borough of Fanwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on July
19, 2004 and the 20 day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding
questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local
Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of this statement. Copies
of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the
Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

Title:  Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $767,590 For Various Capital
Improvements For And By The Borough Of Fanwood In The County Of Union,
New Jersey And, Authorizing The Issuance Of $729,090 Bonds Or Notes Of
The Borough For Financing Part Of The Appropriation

Purpose(s):  Various road improvements including Second Avenue, Coriell Av-
enue, Old South Avenue, Russell Road and Watson Avenue; slurry seal
various streets; curb replacement and sidewalk replacement at various
locations; pedestrian/bikeway bridge, including all work or materials neces-
sary therefor or incidental thereto; Sanitary sewer improvements - prepara-
tion of storm water management ordinances, management plan, including all
work or materials necessary therefor or incidental thereto; Various recreation
improvements including LaGrande Park Field tennis courts and various park
improvements, including all work or materials necessary therefor or incidental
thereto; Acquisition of equipment including pick-up truck, sewer jet and four
wheel drive vehicle; Various improvements to municipal property, including
underground storage tank program, oil water separator chamber, under-
ground tanks, police tower, Union County historic preservation/community
house, renovation of public works salt bins, computers, copier, receipter,
computer software, server and rescue squad pagers.

Appropriation: $767,590
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $729,090
Grants (if any) Appropriated: None
Section 20 Costs: $100,000
Useful Life: 11.26 Years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Eleanor McGovern

Borough Clerk
 1 T - 07/22/04, The Times    Fee: $69.36

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, JULY 8
• Tyshaon Davis, 36, of Plainfield was

arrested and taken into custody. Davis
was charged with burglary and theft.
Davis was observed going into a open
garage on Forepaugh Avenue and re-
moving a weed whacker. Davis was pro-
cessed and transported to the Union
County Jail.

FRIDAY, JULY 9
• The custodian at Brunner School re-

ported that someone went into the build-
ing no damage was reported and nothing
was removed.

• Police responded to Evergreen
School on a report of two juveniles at-
tempting to gain entry into the school by
pushing a window open. The police ar-
rived and took two juveniles into cus-
tody. One juvenile was found to be in
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana. The juveniles were turned over to
guardians.

SUNDAY, JULY 11
• A resident on Greensview Drive

reported that someone attempted to
gain entry into the home by prying
the rear sliding door. No entry was
gained.

• A Wilshire Run resident reported that
he was the victim of identity theft. A
Sprint cell phone account was opened in
his name.

          Horace R. Corbin for The Times
BRAVEST VS. FINEST...Many businesses sponsored the charity game between the
Scotch Plains Police and Fire Departments. Pictured, from left to right, are: front,
Scotch Plains Police Officer Matt Fugett, tournament organizer, Kathy Deck of J.
Deck CPAs, Dave Corbin of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and John Deck of J.
Deck CPAs;  back, John Brew of J. Deck CPAs, and Chris Ryden of Pizza Brothers.

succeeded in this budget: displaying fis-
cal responsibility, securing more rev-
enue and helping senior citizens. “This is
a 1.4 percent increase over last year’s
budget. By doing it this way it is more
fiscally conservative. We are using less
of our surplus than we used last year.
This will help us in future years.”

Regarding the effects of property taxes
on Fanwood’s senior citizens, he empha-
sized that “the increases in the past were
usually more than the cost of living adjust-
ments in social security,” and this year they
were lower than that amount.

In addition to congratulating Mayor Mahr
on “turning over nearly every rock to find
additional resources to help the Fanwood
residents,” Councilwoman Donna Dolce
stated: “I think all community building is
local. This budget reflects what’s best for
Fanwood. It will continue to provide those
services that we need to keep our residents
comfortable, safe and happy.”

Mayor Mahr reflected on the budget
process and the success of attaining the
grants, with the resulting reduction of
the property tax burden: “Tonight is a
great night, probably the best night so far
in the sense of a consensus from every-
one regardless of party lines. Back in
February it was a little contentious, lines

were drawn. It was not the best way I wanted
to start (my term in office). But I am pleased
to share with you that we have achieved real
property tax relief without sacrificing mu-
nicipal services that we have all come to
expect. I’m very proud that we can try to
give property tax relief, especially to those
on fixed incomes. We achieved our goal
tonight of controlling taxes while finding
ways to pay for other services. We are united
behind this budget because partisanship has
been put aside for the betterment of Fanwood
and its residents. We stayed the course.
Overall Fanwood tightened its belt and was
aggressive in trying to bring in money from
the outside.”

“I want to thank Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, being a past mayor of Fanwood
who truly understands Fanwood’s needs,
and Assemblyman Green and Senator
Scutari for all their support with the appli-
cation to receive the extraordinary aid.
Fanwood is being well served by our team
in Trenton,” said Mayor Mahr.

The borough’s 2004 capital budget
was also adopted on Monday night, with
a bond ordinance providing an appro-
priation of $767,590 for various capital
improvements, and authorizing the issu-
ance of $729,090 in bonds or notes for
financing part of the appropriation.


