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BREUNINGER WHACKS 2 DOUBLES, TRIPLE, 4 RBI

Shady Lane Softballers Win
‘Battle of Midway’ Ave., 9-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With 11-1 Hunter Avenue firmly
entrenched as the No. 1 seed for the
upcoming playoffs in the Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association
(FOMSA), Shady Lane seized a cru-
cial, 9-2, victory over Midway at For-
est Road Park in Fanwood on July 15
to gain a tie with Watson Avenue in its
quest for the second seed. Each with
three games remaining, Shady Lane
and Watson boast an 8-4 record and
will face each other prior to the play-
offs. Midway slipped into a tie with
Poplar Place, each with a 5-9 record.

“I’m really high on our chances

this year,” commented Shady Lane
team captain John Cholankeril prior
to the game. “This is an important
game. This is the year to win it all!”

Shady Lane pitcher Hal “Wild
Thing” Breuninger, who was given
the nickname when he first began pitch-
ing a few years ago, was anything but
wild as he scattered eight hits while
walking two and hitting one batter.

“I’m having a little more control
now,” noted Breuninger.

Breuninger was also very effective
at the plate, going 3-for-3 with two
doubles, a triple and four RBI while
scoring once. Teammate Kevin Flipski
tripled, singled and scored twice in

three plate appearances and fleet-
footed Rob Denner doubled, singled,
scored once and stole a base.

Midway’s Jeff Battiloro went 2-
for-2 with a walk and a run scored.
Brian Gussis doubled and scored a
run and Paul Meade doubled while
Anthony Blasi and Dave Lissy each
ripped an RBI single.

On the mound, Breuninger made
two fine defensive plays to help his
cause and rightfielder Mike Duelks
made a fine running snag to rob Blasi
of an extra-base hit. Midway third
baseman Jerry Bianco made several
dazzling plays and shortstop Jerry

  

LONERGAN HRS, TRIPLES, 2 DOUBLES; DENMAN, GRIZZARD WHACK HRS

Scotch Plains ‘Finest’ Top ‘Bravest’, 29-14
In Charity Softball for Camp Fatima

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dedication and serving the public
is what police forces and volunteer
fire departments throughout the
United States do well. The Scotch
Plains Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA) Local No. 87 – the
Finest – and the Scotch Plains Volun-
teer Firefighters Association – the
Bravest – went a step further on July
17 at Brookside Park by competing in
the second annual “Bravest vs. Fin-
est” charity softball game for Camp

Fatima, a camp for disabled children.
The nine-inning classic ended in a

29-14 victory for the Finest, who also
won last year’s event; but, more im-
portantly, the event, which attracted
many spectators, raised $13,600 for
charity. Outback Steakhouse provided
food and refreshments. Clowns and
face painters were available for the
children and a host of gracious spon-
sors made the event possible. The
Rahway High School ROTC Color
Guard and Drill Team opened the
ceremonies and resident Grace
Cheney sang our National Anthem.

“The charity is for Camp Fatima, a
handicap kids camp, two one-week
camps in Lebanon, New Jersey for
any handicapped kid in the state of
New Jersey,” explained Game orga-
nizer and chairman Matt “Luke”
Fugett. “The total money we raised is
$13,600 to give to the camp. The total
costs were incurred by all of our do-
nors, so we are up nearly seven or
eight thousand dollars from last year.”

Although all the participants are
heroes – virtually on a daily basis –,
there were several heroes at the plate
and in the field. “Birthday” man Kevin
Lonergan – Finest – went 4-for-4
with two doubles, a triple, a three-run
home run, four RBI and four runs
scored in the 29-hit barrage. Jamie
Denman incited an 11-run rally by
“rolling” into third with a triple and
started a six-run outburst in the eighth
by launching a solo homer.

Finest Matt Hoelzel went 3-for-3,
including a two-run double, scored
three runs and finished with three

RBI. Jeff Briel went 3-for-4 with four
RBI and three runs scored and Joe
Cossolini went 3-for-4 with three runs
scored and an RBI. Power man Jay
Everitt whacked a ground-rule double,
a two-run single and an RBI sacrifice
fly. Fugett, who also went the dis-
tance on the mound, rapped two
singles and scored once.

Fugett, not usually a pitcher, said,
“We were short on some fielders from
last year, so our other pitcher played

shortstop and I volunteered to pitch.”
Finest’s Al Sellinger singled and

crossed home plate three times. PBA
President Brian Cheney had a single
and three RBI, Art Bruschetti had two
singles with an RBI and Scotch Plains
Police Chief Mark Zyla rapped two
singles, scored twice and had two
RBI.

“It’s a great thing! We’re out here
battling each other and everybody is

CUBA, HEARON SHINE; ZIERLER CRACKS TWO RBI

Westfield Sr. Legion Crushes
Linden Baseball Boys, 6-2
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Senior American
Legion baseball team employed
strong pitching and key offense to
overcome Linden, 6-2, in Westfield
on July 15. Vying for third seed in the
upcoming playoffs, Westfield scored
in all but one inning with a 12-hit
assault.

“This was huge! This was defi-
nitely the biggest game and definitely
the biggest win of the season for us,”
said Head Coach Bob Gardella. “We

came in focused and that was impor-
tant. We didn’t have any messing
around. It was all business from the
time they got here and it showed on
the field. They worked hard and played
well.”

Westfield starter Brandon Cuba
found success with his fastball and
curveball, allowing six hits and three
walks while fanning one on 74 pitches
in his four innings on the mound.

“I entered the game with a strong
mindset,” said Cuba. “I was hitting
the corners inside and outside with

the curve and my fastball was effec-
tive. Later in the game, Linden was
doing a lot of talking in the dugout,
but I just put that behind me and
worried about the next pitch.”

Reliever Billy Hearon was equally
on target and held Linden hitless in
two innings while fanning two and
walking one. Mike Streamon halted
Linden with seven pitches in the sev-
enth to ice the victory.

Westfield, 12-5, scored a run in the
bottom of the first inning. Hearon
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A BIG DAY ON HIS BIRTHDAY…“Finest” slugger Kevin Lonergan launches a shot toward the leftfield fence
as the “Bravest” catcher and umpire Mark Kaplan look up in awe. Lonergan bashed two doubles, a triple and a home run,
scored four runs and had four RBI.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIERCE AT THE PLATE…Shady Lane’s Hal Breuninger blasts an RBI triple
into the tree in leftfield. He also had two doubles and finished with four RBI.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY FOR A HOME RUN…“Bravest” Randy Grizzard slides
safely home to complete a three-run homer in the third inning.


