
Page 4  Thursday, July 22, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle Le Poidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Croupade – A leap in which a horse

pulls his hind legs up under his belly
2. Yaffle – An armful or handful
3. Scopate – Having a covering of

bristly hairs
4. Graupel – Soft sleet or hail

PELITIC
1. Having no outlets or pores
2. Formed or made up of mud
3. Pertaining to the gums
4. Very rocky; consisting of many rocks

CHIMINAGE
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negligee
2. A snide remark
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope

XENODOCHY
1. Hospitality
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. The act of living on dry food or a

meager diet
4. A study of aliens or foreigners and

their customs
SERPIGO

1. A narrow pathway; a foot path
2. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
3. Any spreading skin disease, as ringworm
4. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Aunt Disappointed
With Leader Coverage
of Eagle Scout Project
I am writing to express my disappoint-

ment with The Westfield Leader in the lack
of coverage of the dedication and opening
of the new handicapped-accessible play-
ground at Westfield Memorial Park, which
was accomplished by Boy Scout Gregory
Ryan Jr. Gregory is working toward his
Eagle Scout rank. He had raised the funds
($85,000) and built this playground as his
community project toward this goal.

I would first like thank The Leader for
the publicity provided during the
fundraising phase of Gregory’s project.
We are grateful for the help. But by not
covering the dedication and opening, I feel
you did not take this story full circle.

The two other local newspapers gave the
dedication good placement, running the full
article and photos – the same article and
photos that were submitted to The Leader.

The Leader did not send anyone to cover
the dedication, where among the speakers
were Westfield Mayor Greg McDermott
and Recreation Director, Bruce Kaufmann,
and then only ran a 1-column x 3” piece, no
photo, and did not mention or credit Gre-
gory with making this playground a reality.

The week prior to the dedication, this
17-year-old young man spent the weekend
handling the stage management for a church
play, and on Monday he began his final
exams at Westfield High. During this time,
he completed the playground for dedica-
tion prior to leaving to work for five weeks
at the Boy Scout Camp in upstate NY. I
don’t know too many adults that could
handle such a difficult schedule.

I am obviously biased in this situation
since Gregory is my nephew, but I truly
believe that his accomplishment speaks
for itself and deserved a lot better coverage
in our town newspaper.

Carolyn Ryan
Westfield

Reader Wants Return
Of ‘Pen & Ink’ Column

What has happened to the great column
Pen & Ink by Michelle LePoidevin? I
haven’t seen it for weeks. It was full of
spirit and well-written. It expressed the
opinions of a talented writer who has a
superb set of values, plus the courage of
her convictions. What a terrific combina-
tion! I think The Leader is fortunate to
have such a writer on its staff.

Judging from the letters to the editor,
lots of other people read Pen & Ink also.
There was a lively exchange of readers’
viewpoints that proved that people were
reading the column. I don’t know why
Pen & Ink has been scratched, but I hope
that the differences of opinion expressed
by some readers were not deciding fac-
tors. Who knows, Ms. LePoidevin’s solid
values may have favorably influenced
many readers who didn’t take the time to
write. At any rate, it’s obvious that Pen &
Ink made people think – that’s the benefit,
whether the readers agreed with the writ-
ten words or not. Debate is healthy, some-
times informative and always interesting.

In my own opinion, Pen & Ink was
lively and clever, and it added a thought-
provoking dimension to The Leader. I
enjoyed it and I miss it. I hope its omission
is temporary.

Gertrude Wood
Westfield

Aitoff Projection; Azimuthal;
(Modified Azimuthal Equidistant);
Neither Conformal or Equal-area;
David Aitoff; 1889
Interruptions by J. Paul Goode; Date unknown
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By Fred Rossi
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mt. Ranier, WA

Conventions Dominate East Coast, But Does
New Jersey Stay On the Sidelines?

As part of the election cycle, both national parties
are preparing conventions to nominate their respec-
tive party’s candidate for President and Vice Presi-
dent. The Republican Convention will take place
across the river in New York City, while Boston plays
host to the Democratic Convention. Both conven-
tions will adopt the party’s platform and inform their
base of the themes and goals of their administration.

While the presidential process maintains strong
historical ties to the past, and acts as a pleasant get-
together for special interests and party windbags, do
the conventions matter? New Jersey is next to last in
the primary process. How will the conventions im-
pact us? Do we end up sitting on the sidelines?

Republicans won’t even put a token effort into a
state they will concede to Democrats. Democrats
have taken New Jersey as a foregone conclusion.
What’s the chance Dick Cheney or John Edwards
might stop by – let alone Bush or Kerry?

Presently, both national political party conven-
tions take place over four days and the nomination of
the presidential candidate usually takes place on the
third day of the convention. The Democrats will
nominate Senators John Kerry and John Edwards
and the Republicans will seek to reelect President
George W. Bush and Vice President Cheney. How-
ever, one must wonder, is the nomination process a
mere formality and perhaps a waste of time?

There was an era when national party conventions
really meant something to the public – in the 1950’s
and early 1960’s. No one knew then who would
emerge as the party’s candidates. Delegates worked
hard in the background and powerbrokers did a lot of
arm-twisting in smoke-filled rooms. Fiery speeches
occurred in the foreground before a national audi-
ence glued to the spectacle. The confetti and bal-
loons with the bands blaring really packed a punch.

In 1956, an upstart Senator almost surprised Estes
Kefauver and the nation with the Vice Presidential
nomination. In 1960, the upstart Senator surprised
Richard Nixon and the world and became President of
the United States. His name was John F. Kennedy.

Network TV couldn’t get enough of it, telecasting far
into the night and starting early each morning. Today,
the TV networks struggle with three hours of coverage.

Could both parties save the money expended on
the glitzy galas, hotel suites, and balloons, and pay
a forgotten state like New Jersey a visit to shake a few
hands, raise a fist, and hand out buttons? Wouldn’t
that be more substantive than an elaborate few days
filled with yes-men and constant acclamation?

The party delegates have made their minds up.
Why not try to change the minds of the public – those

that aren’t made up or are unaware of the implica-
tions of one’s election?

From August 30 to September 2, the Republican
Party anticipates 50,000 delegates, alternate delegates,
party officials, members of the media and convention
guests to attend their convention in New York City.

The Republican National Committee envisions
more than 10,000 volunteers on hand working in the
areas of transportation, information services, hospi-
tality and special events.

According to 2004nycgop.org, the Republican
Convention has reserved over 18,000 rooms in more
than 40 hotels and will provide discounts for del-
egates at more than 400 different venues, restaurants
and retail stores throughout New York City.

The Democratic National Convention will include
4,352 delegates and 611 alternates, 15,000 members
of the media, 15,000 other guests including elected
officials and foreign dignitaries, all totaling roughly
35,000 attendees.

Certainly, both parties have done their homework
and will present a team of supporters to hammer the
party message home. The Republicans will pin their
hopes on Rudy Giuliani and George Pataki. The
Democrats will showcase Bill Clinton and Jimmy
Carter. However, isn’t this just preaching to the choir?

Of course, both conventions will display at least
one turncoat. The Republicans boast Senator Zell
Miller (D-Georgia), a Democratic Senator who will
support Bush. The Democrats will use Ron Reagan,
Jr. to hopefully reach over a bipartisan line, as well
as Westfield politician and former marine Steve
Brozak, once a Republican who will now try to
unseat Congressman Mike Ferguson.

Besides perhaps the words of Mr. Miller, Mr.
Reagan, Jr., and Mr. Brozak, what will be said at a
convention to really tell the story and get people’s
attention? The delegates and politicians would let
you believe that national TV provides a great plat-
form to deliver a message.

Funny, something tells me that, when Bush made a
stop at a Pennsylvania diner last week or Kerry shared
iced tea with two sisters in Ohio, that simple and maybe
benign gesture meant more to that person than any fluff
television convention pseudo-ad could ever expect to.

Given matters as they are today, the conventions
are a necessary event and part of the election process.
We enjoy politics and we hope all of the attendees
have fun. But, the process seems to be mostly for the
insiders and the public is left outside – especially the
people of New Jersey.

They certainly like our money, but do they con-
sider our votes already bought?

In the days after the Memorial Day week-
end, many of us were enjoying seasonable
temperatures in the 70s and preparing to
welcome summer. Brothers David and
Christopher Smith of Scotch Plains were
several thousand miles away and a couple
of miles above sea level with 40 pounds of
equipment on their backs in sub-freezing
temperatures, as they attempted to climb to
the top of Mount Rainier in Washington
State. See photographs on page 5.

Their adventure was David’s idea, a
Scotch Plains police officer who turned
31 shortly after the trip. Chris, a 21-year-
old student at Hofstra University, said
that when his brother proposed the climb,
“I was all for it.” The brothers had made
earlier climbing trips in the Adirondacks
and elsewhere in the northeastern U.S.,
but they had never attempted something
like scaling a 14,410-foot mountain.

To prepare for Mount Rainier, the most
heavily glaciated peak in the lower 48
states, both Smiths trained, David locally
and Chris at college, by going to the gym,
running, doing cardiovascular exercises
and getting their legs in shape for several
days of uphill climbing. On their first day
at the base of the mountain, the brothers
and other prospective climbers were put
through what David termed “a boot camp”
by climb leaders in an effort to weed out
serious climbers from those who would
ultimately not last beyond the first day.

The actual climb took place June 1-4
amid several tragedies and accidents on
Mount Rainier in which climbers were
killed or injured. The same day another
climber died, the Smiths and their fellow
climbers were set to advance to the sum-
mit when, about 1,400 feet short of the
top, they decided to turn back due to
possible avalanche conditions above them.

David told The Times that the four-day
climb took place in temperatures of zero
to fifteen degrees. It was slightly warmer
at the lower altitudes and the power of the
sun’s reflection off the snow and ice cre-
ated the feeling that the air was warmer
than it actually was. The climbers wore
layers of clothing, boots with soles made
for climbing snow- and ice-covered moun-
tains, gloves, hats and sunglasses to re-
flect the intense sunlight. Every climber
also wore a lighted beeper for use in case
of an avalanche or falling into a crevasse.
Often, the wind would blow from one
direction, forming icicles up and down
one side of the climbers’ bodies.

There wasn’t much time for leisure or
sightseeing activities for the climbers,
who advanced up the mountain in teams
of four connected by rope. “You might
stop for a moment to look at the view, say

to yourself, ‘That’s nice,’ and then keep
on moving,” Chris told The Times.

The climbers were usually up and on the
road by 7 a.m. each morning and done for the
day by 4 p.m. in the afternoon. The day they
attempted to climb to the summit before the
avalanche threat, the group started out at 1 a.m.

There is no ambient light two miles up
in the sky, so the climbers wore small
headlamps on their heads to light the way
immediately in front of them.

“I turned around to look behind me,”
said Chris of the middle of the night
climb, “and it was pitch black.” He said
he could see another group of climbers in
the distance, discernible only by a dozen
or so glowing headlamps.

The group slept in small stone build-
ings that were strong enough to withstand
the winds and ate meals ranging from
oatmeal and dry cereal to spaghetti and
ramen noodles. David said his breathing
was not greatly affected by the high alti-
tude, although at times “you feel like
you’re breathing through a straw.”

Besides breathtaking, far-as-the-eye-
can-see mountain views, the brothers
witnessed several things not common to
every climbing expedition. One night, a
meteor soared above the group’s site.

“It was instant daylight,” said Chris.
Aware of the deaths and injuries to other
climbers, the group at first assumed the
streaking bright light was a rescue flare
sent up by a climber in distress elsewhere
on the mountain. They also witnessed
from afar an avalanche that Chris likened
to “roaring thunder.” They also heard the
loud sound of part of the glacier cracking.

The Smiths said they never had any
‘what have I gotten myself into?’ thoughts
during the climb.

“It was a good bonding experience,”
said David. “Being high up on a mountain
makes you feel insignificant. You’re just
a speck on the mountain.”

The Smith brothers are already looking
toward making another trip somewhere
next year. David said one of his goals is to
climb Mount Aconcagua in Argentina,
which at 22,841 feet is the highest eleva-
tion in the Western Hemisphere.

Until then, David Smith will be on
patrol with the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment while his brother heads back to
Hofstra University in the fall.

Publisher’s note: Mary Alyce Torpy’s
article this week on her tour adventures
through South American has been de-
layed. She spent 38 hours on a chicken
bus to Venezuela and became a little ill.
She expects to be in print next week. For
more information and to contact her,
please see www.goleader.com/mtorpy.

Don’t Condemn Entire Kushner
Family for One Member’s Indiscretions

I read with dismay your July 15 lead
editorial concerning Charles Kushner. It
was, frankly, a rambling, digressive and,
ultimately, incoherent piece which left
this reader, at least, bewildered and un-
certain of what, if any, point you were
trying to make. While I would be the first
to condemn Mr. Kushner’s actions if they
are substantiated in court, I don’t under-
stand, nor do you say, what relevance any
of this has to ownership by Kushner enti-
ties of property in our communities. The
Star Ledger, among others, has recently
made the point that the Kushner compa-

nies regularly invest in significant im-
provements to the properties they ac-
quire. I, for one (and as a residential
property taxpayer), believe this to be good
for the communities involved.

As for the allegations of “improper”
campaign contributions, one might note
that there are few politicians in our state
who haven’t benefited from his largess
and/or that of other wealthy contributors
hoping to influence government officials,
legislators and regulators. If a lesson is to
be drawn from this, it might be that we
should address the incentives offered by
the “pay to play” system that persists in
New Jersey.

Further, while Mr. Kushner’s behav-
ior, if proven, was reprehensible, the other
members of the extended Kushner family
have been extraordinarily generous phi-
lanthropists who have shared their wealth
with many in our towns who are less
fortunate. To condemn the Kushner com-
panies, as seems to be the only possible
point of your editorial, because of the
actions of a single member of the family,
seems an “over-the top” reaction and more
than a little unfair.

I should also mention that I once knew
the Kushners, having grown up in Eliza-
beth, and went to college with Esther
Kushner Schulder and her brother,
Charles. My observation was that they
were lovely, decent people. It may be that
political activity later corrupted Charles
Kushner, as it has so many others.

Maxine F. Wynne
Westfield

Movie Crews in WF
Take Parking Space

Letters to the Editor
DMV ‘Your Papers, Please’ Called
Absurd and Dangerous by Reader

We are being taught to fear because fear-
ful people can be more easily manipulated.

The regulations adopted during the past
year for renewing a driver’s license are
not only absurd, they are dangerous. One
must now produce either a birth certifi-
cate or a passport, as well as at least two
other proofs of identity. Married women
or divorced women retaining their ex-
husband’s last name even have to pro-
duce a marriage certificate. I¹m reminded
of that standard request ascribed to agents
of a police state, “Your papers, please.”

The absurdity of it is that these new
requirements have been promulgated un-
der the guise of terrorism prevention. Yet
every conspirator in the first World Trade
Center bombing could have gotten a New
Jersey drivers license under these guide-
lines, as could have the murderers who
perpetrated the September 11 holocaust.
And of course, the second largest terrorist
attack in the United States was the home-
grown Oklahoma City bombing for which
the conspirators could easily have gotten
New Jersey drivers license renewals un-
der the new system. The danger is that we

will acquiesce silently and actually come
to believe that this is appropriate and
effective governmental behavior.

Should birth certificates or passports
and other forms of identification be man-
datory? Of course! But only for the first
application. Why should it suddenly be
necessary for a person who has lived at
the same address for 27 years, and has
lived in Westfield with only two interrup-
tions since birth, to have to again supply
such foundational information? Indeed,
what is the point of asking all of the same
identity questions every four years to
anybody? If they were satisfactory once,
how or why would they have changed?
Having passed muster the first time, any
native of a foreign land now living in the
United States will not have changed their
information in any way that would be
meaningful to identifying terrorists.

What is behind this nonsense is, in my
opinion, the creation of two things: First, a
raising of the level of our tolerance for
governmental intrusion. Second, a subtle
nudge toward moving the fear factor that is
part of the human condition to a more
prominent position. Fearful people can be
manipulated more easily into accepting
strong-arm tactics from their officials. Only
with the promulgation of a higher level of
fear could, as one frightening recent in-
stance, the postponement of national elec-
tions even have been mentioned. Of course
that was mentioned as a denial that it
would happen, thus suggesting that it could
happen sometime in the future.

I spent several months in 1968 catalog-
ing German propaganda from the late
1920s, 1930s, and early 1940s as my
work at the Cornell University Graduate
Research Center (Olin Library). So I’ve
poured through the documents in which
the first element of the transformation of
the Germans was to teach them to fear.

I¹m deeply concerned that this little
step in annoyance at the automotive level,
if taken too lightly, can lead to intrusions
of far more consequence reaching far
beyond mere annoyance.

Paul M. Somers
Westfield

The Arc of New Jersey Extends Thanks
To Freemasons For Walkathon Support

sonic Lodges supplied food, drinks and
manpower for all 21 walk sites.

Many of the Masons also assisted with
generating sponsorships and funds. Our
sincere thanks also to the Masonic affili-
ated youth organizations, the DeMolay
and Order of the Rainbow, who formed
walk teams and raised funds for The Arc.

The Family of Freemasonry has exhib-
ited the true meaning of charity and com-
munity service in its support of The Arc.
We cannot thank them enough for their
compassion and commitment. Freema-
sons do indeed prove they care!

Céline R. Fortin Assistant Exec. Dir.
The Arc of New Jersey “Step Up For

The Arc – Walk 2004”

Throughout April, May and June, The
Arc of New Jersey and its local county
chapters held their third annual “Step Up
For The Arc” walkathon.

Taking place in every county of the
state, the event raised more than $500,000
for our programs that assist children and
adults with mental retardation and their
families. Thank you to all the sponsors,
walkers and volunteers who helped make
this fundraiser such a great success.

We could not have realized our goal,
however, without the outstanding support
of New Jersey’s Freemasons. The Grand
Lodge of New Jersey Free and Accepted
Masons signed on as our statewide spon-
sor for the second year. They provided
financial assistance and the numerous Ma-
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It’s Sloppy Work
For Our Tax Dollars

If the country is going to send young
men and women to their deaths and re-
quire countless others to suffer dismem-
berment and other bodily injury, wouldn’t
it be intelligent for elected officials to do
their homework and scrutinize the evi-
dence for such a course of action? After
all, we “consider the source” daily even
where trivial aspects of life are concerned.

The absence of weapons of mass de-
struction in Iraq is being blamed, but
improperly so, on a failure of intelli-
gence. Everyone knows professionals,
even very good ones, make mistakes.
Americans must blame first and foremost
the failure of President Bush and his na-
tional security advisor, so-called, to treat
sources of information critically where
life and limb are concerned. But virtually
the entire Congress, including Democratic
nominees presumptive Kerry and Edwards
and our own Representative Mike
Ferguson, have a lot of explaining to do.

We pay all of them hard-earned tax
dollars and get sloppy work in return.

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Most of the Prospect Street parking lot
was blocked off today [last week] for use
by a crew to do some sort of filming. With
an acknowledged scarcity of parking in
Westfield, this created many problems
for parkers – with a significant portion of
town parking removed from its intended
use. The problem was exacerbated by the
fact that sidewalk sales were being held
today, with the result that traffic conges-
tion was impressive.

My questions are as follows:
1. What does the town gain by granting

the use of our precious parking space for
movie making versus the loss of parking
revenues and the inconvenience to resi-
dents and others visiting our downtown?

2. Assuming the gain/pain issue is
highly positive, why allow this on a day
when traffic/use of parking facilities could
be expected to be unusually high?

Note that in no way can this created
anomaly be used to justify the need for
one or more parking decks – an issue of
current contention in Westfield.

I look forward to receiving your reply.

Steve Rothman
Westfield


