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TREE TIPS:
Herbicides Could Be Dangerous To Your Trees

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Herbicides and weedkillers
can be dangerous to your trees.
Many people know that trees
grow big and hardy and know
that herbicide dosages are for
small weak weeds.  What they
forget, however, is that beneath
those big tree trunks are small
and tender tissues and roots.
     A common weedkiller is 2-4-
D.  This kills weeds by acceler-
ating their growth.  The dandeli-
ons then grow so fast, they kill
themselves.  When 2-4-D is ab-
sorbed by trees, it can cause truly
serious damage.  The potion will
travel into the trees’ root systems
and the unusually hastened
growth will cause the root cells
to rupture.
     Herbicides are particularly
dangerous to magnolias and
Japanese maples.  We do not
know exactly why, but this has
been observed during years of
professional tree care.  When the
soil beneath one of these trees
gets saturated with a herbicide,
they become severely and seri-
ously ill.
     As with all pest control, the
answer is not to ban the sub- PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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stance.  The solution is to use
common sense.  Some property
owners read a label and then rea-
son that if the recommended
dosage will destroy weeds in a
day or two, the waiting period
can be cut in half by doubling
the amount.  Nothing could be
further from the safe truth.  The
Federal Government requires
specific information on labels.
This information is the result of
years of good testing before ma-
terials are approved.
     The herbicide “Roundup”
destroys only the plants or trees
which are directly sprayed.  It
will spare items right next to it
if the applicator is careful
enough not to have any spray
drift develop.
     Hire a reputable arborist to
remove pests from your trees.
Pesticide applicators must be
certified by the State of New Jer-
sey.  For certification, they must
attend classes and pass exami-
nations.  This education must be
repeated annually.  Profession-
als are not giving pest control a
bad name.  It is the do-it-
yourselfers who do not respect

the potent materials and who do
not read and head the labels who
are causing major problems.
     Herbicides can also drift af-
ter spraying on a weed patch and
devastate pin oaks the rest of the
year.  Weedkillers applied at
ground level can have damaging
effects on surrounding vegeta-
tion by the fumes they develop.
2-4-D simply does not know the
difference between dandelions
and Japanese maples - it injures
both.  Herbicides are both useful
and dangerous.  Be careful.

Kitchen to be Installed in
Fanwood’s Senior Center

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fanwood’s senior citizens’ group
will have a full service kitchen in-
stalled in the newly renovated Senior
Center building located at Forest Road
Park, thanks to a $53,000 grant from
the state secured with the help of
Mayor Colleen Mahr and several free-
holders.

“The new Senior Center was offi-
cially done in December; however, the
seniors were promised a kitchen that
they have not yet received, and they
continue to meet in Scotch Plains,”
said Mayor Mahr in an interview with
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood Times.
Wishing to provide the group with the
fully functioning activity center they
were promised, she and several Free-
holders pursued and received the grant
for the kitchen addition.

Last Friday Mayor Mahr met with
several senior citizens at the center,
including Helen Boguszewski, the
group’s president, to announce re-
ceipt of the grant. “You deserve your
own facility,” said Mayor Mahr. “The
Freeholders have been instrumental
in getting this grant.” The mayor
thanked Al Mirabella, Chester Holmes
and John Wolhrab, all present at the
gathering.

“This has been a collaborative ef-
fort between the county and the mu-
nicipality of Fanwood. We worked
together and I am very pleased that
the senior populations of Fanwood
are the ones that will be reaping the

benefits of this nice partnership that
we’re working hard at,” enthused
Mayor Mahr.

Mrs. Boguszewski said, “Mayor
Mahr has become a friend of our
group. We are pleased to have our
own meeting place right here in
Fanwood. Once the kitchen is in-
stalled, many groups will use it, in-
cluding card players, line dancers,
arts and crafts classes and a lunch-
time movie group. We also have
speakers come in to speak to us on
very important subjects such as Medi-
care and medications. We’re an active
group.”

“We hope to have construction of
the kitchen completed in time for the
group’s Christmas party,” Mayor
Mahr announced.

Fanwood residents can contact Mr.
DeVenuto, membership chair, (908)
889-6775.

Election 2004 Campaign Fund
Information Available Online

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Political candidates and Political
Action Committees (PACs) were re-
quired to file information about their
campaign funds on July 15. Commit-
tees and candidates must document
contributions and expenditures in
accordance with election campaign
protocol. All of this information can
be found at www.state.nj.us/elec.
Below is a sample of reportings from
local PACs. Next week there will be a
follow-up article on local candidate
filings.

At the county level, the Union
County Democratic Committee re-
ported funds for 2004 campaigns. In
their quarterly report filed April 15,
the committee had cash-on-hand in
the amount of $134,716.47, with ad-
ditional monetary receipts of
$129,355.31. Expenditures totaled
$67,712.92. With a debt of $8,616.50
owed to the committee, the net worth
is $204,975.36.

The contributions broke down into
$45,680 in contributions of $400 or
less and $83,490 in amounts greater
than $400. Among the largest con-
tributors were: Election Fund of Neil
Cohen, $11,500; Committee to Elect
Lesniak, Cohen and Cryan, $9,000;
Schoor Depalma, Inc., $9,000 and
The Musical Group, $7,800.

The Union County Democratic
Committee claimed $63,737.92 in
operating disbursements - $125 given
to New Jersey legislative candidates
and committees and $3,850 to other
candidates and committees, totaling
expenditures of $67,712.92.

The Republican Committee of
Union County also filed a quarterly
report in April. The committee
claimed a cash-on-hand amount of
$15,770.58 with additional monetary
receipts of $30,116.90. The
committee’s expenditures totaled
$17,608.04 - $17,108.04 in operating
disbursements and $500 in monies
given to New Jersey legislative can-
didates and committees.

The committee received contribu-
tions in the amount of $30,097.87;
$13,572.87 in amounts of $400 or
less and $16,525 in contributions ex-
ceeding $400. Among the top con-
tributors were: E. Munoz, $750;
Amalgamated General Agencies,
$675; S. Spector, $650.

As of the quarterly filing date, the
committee claimed a debt of $655.56
- $588.39 to the Internal Revenue
Service and $67.27 to the State of
New Jersey.

The Westfield Democratic Com-
mittee filed an itemized list of mon-
etary expenses. The committee be-
gan the year with carried-over funds
in the amount of $5,193.14 and to
date has not received any new contri-
butions exceeding $400. Operating
disbursements between January 1 and
March 31, 2004 totaled $1,343.92,
leaving the committee a net worth of
$3,849.22 as of the filing date. Dis-
bursements included: $25 to Westfield
Community Center for a room rental
for a committee meeting; $125 to
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce in the annual membership fee;
$150 to renew a bulk postal permit;
$150 to the Office of the Street Fair
for a booth; $193.92 to Garwood
ShopRite to purchase food for a bowl-
ing event; $750 to Garwood Lanes
for the event.

The Westfield Town Republican
Committee carried over cash in the
amount of $1,065.29 on January 1,
2004. Between January 1 and March
31, the committee received contribu-
tions totaling $1,995. After disburs-
ing $145 to Sunnyside News Service
for advertisement, the committee had

a net worth of $2,915.29.
The Mountainside Democratic

Club, Mountainside Democratic
Committee, Mountainside Republi-
can Committee and the Republican
Club of Mountainside did not claim
any campaign contributions or dis-
bursements, but all filed A-3 forms
stating that expenditures will not ex-
ceed the maximum amount of $3,700.
If contributions received exceed $400,
the committees are required to file
additional forms.

The Scotch Plains Democratic
Municipal Committee has not claimed
any recent contributions or expendi-
tures for the 2004 election campaign.

The Scotch Plains Republican Club
and Committee claimed a carried-
over balance of $372.74 as of January
1, 2004. Between January 1 and
March 31, 2004, the committee re-
ceived a contribution in the amount
of $1,575 from the Marks For Senate
campaign committee for Mayor Mar-
tin Marks. With a disbursement of
$82.50 allocated to the Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop for the funeral ar-
rangement of Michael Rossi, the com-
mittee reported a closing balance of
$1,947.74.

The Fanwood Democratic Club
filed it’s A-3 form on March 25, 2004
with no additional receipts or expen-
ditures.

However, the Fanwood Democratic
Municipal Committee received
$6,480 between January 1 and March
31, 2004. Contributions of $400 or
less totaled $4,980. The Committee
to Elect Mahr, Molenaar and Dolce
contributed $1,000 and attorney Den-
nis Estis donated $500. The commit-
tee listed expenditures totaling
$4,018.98, leaving a total of $2,927.84
on hand. The report itemized operat-
ing expenses as follows: $372.62 to
Scotchwood Florist for flowers;
$81.89 to Thomas Plante in repay-
ment for a Fanwood voter compact
disc; $69.40 to Linda Stender in re-
payment for the mayor’s gavel; $70
to the U.S Postal Service in a renewal
fee; $1,826.07 to Giovanna’s Restau-
rant for the mayor’s reception
fundraiser; $300 to Mr. and Mrs.
Alexander Mirabella for a campaign
reception hosted at their home; $299
to Franklin Mutual Insurance.

The Fanwood Republican Club did
not file anything, and a report filed by
Fanwood Municipal Committee
Chairperson Theodore Trumpp read:
“Fanwood Republican Municipal
Committee has no funds, does not
collect any, does not spend any, and
has no bank account.”

For more information on what can-
didates and PACs are required to file,
visit www.state.nj.us/elec.
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The Scotch Plains P.B.A. Local #70 and the Scotch Plains
Volunteer Firefighters Association would like to thank all
the sponsors who contributed to the Scotch Plains Charity

Cup – Bravest Vs. Finest softball game, making it  yet
another successful year.

100 % of the proceeds will be donated to Camp Fatina.

Jaffe Communications
Relocates to Westfield

WESTFIELD – Jaffe Communi-
cations, Inc., a full-service public
relations agency, announced that it
has relocated its offices to the his-
toric Arcanum Hall in downtown
Westfield.

“The firm has enjoyed enormous
growth over the past year and now
is the time to take it to the next
level,” said Jonathan Jaffe, presi-
dent of Jaffe Communications,
Inc. “We are excited to call
Arcanum Hall our new home. It is
a tremendous old building, a local
landmark sitting in the geographic
core of one of the most successful
suburban downtown communities
in the country.”

Jaffe Communications will oper-
ate a satellite office in Cranford, where
the company was originally head-
quartered.

THE PEARL VISITS WESTFIELD...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield
recently held a fundraiser with special guest Earl “The Pearl” Monroe. Pictured,
from left to right, are: (standing) Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Bramnick,
(seated) Ted Zeller, Chef Patricia Bramnick, and Earl “The Pearl” Monroe.

Osborn House To be
Open on August 1

SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa
1760 Osborn Cannonball House Mu-
seum, located at 1840 Front Street
in Scotch Plains, will be open to
visitors on Sunday, August 1, from 2
to 4 p.m.

On display will be Summer Gar-
den Party Dresses from the extensive
collection owned by the museum.

Tours of the house and gardens
will be given by costumed docents.

There is no admission fee.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Short-term stays that leave long-term impressions
at Sunrise Senior Living

At Sunrise, we understand that taking a
vacation, a business trip or a much needed
break from your caregiving routine can be
a challenge for anyone caring for an elderly
parent or family member. That’s why you
should consider a short-term stay for the
senior in your life. It’s also an option if your
loved one needs extra assistance after a
hospital stay. Our short-term stay program
offers caregivers peace of mind when quality
senior care is necessary.

At Sunrise, we provide fully furnished
private suites, three delicious meals daily
including snacks, personalized assistance
and care, as well as stimulating activities,
housekeeping and scheduled group outings.
Visit or call a Sunrise community to learn more
about our short-term stays.

Call today for a personal tour
and complimentary lunch

Governor Raises Community
College Construction Bond Cap

TRENTON – Governor James
McGreevey signed legislation last
month that expands the amount of
money community colleges can bor-
row for construction projects.

A program approved in June, NJ
STARS (New Jersey Tuition Assis-
tance Reward Scholarship), will pay
full community college tuition and
fees to students who graduate in the
top 20 percent of their high school
class.

Governor McGreevey connects at-
tracting more top students with ex-
panding facilities to accomodate
them. “Now we’re literally building
on the promise of NJ STARS. If we
are going to keep the best and bright-
est in New Jersey, if we’re going to
make sure they have access to higher
education, then we need to make
sure the space is available at our
colleges,” the Governor said.

The State and counties can now
bond up to $550 million, a $200 mil-
lion increase over the previous cap of
$330 million with $100 million com-
ing from the State and $100 million
from the counties.

New Jersery’s community colleges
are closely linked with the state’s
economy, according to Governor
McGreevey. The state community
college system serves nearly 300,000
students, and 95 percent of commu-
nity college students remain in New
Jersey while they build their ca-
reers. Students with an associate
degree earn up to $400,000 more
over their lifetime than those who
do not.

The community colleges also train
current members of the workforce.
Last year, the colleges provided New
Jersey Department of Labor-funded
training for more than 50,000 work-

ers at more than 500 companies.
A Rutgers study showed that laid-

off workers who participated in State
training programs had an easier time
finding new jobs and recovering
lost wages. Other studies have shown
that worker training can increase pro-
ductivity for companies by 15 per-
cent or more.

Under the New Jersey Commu-
nity Colleges compact, the colleges
are working with the Department of
Labor, the Commerce and Economic
Growth Commission and the De-
partment of Education on programs
that will make job training more
accessible.

F-SP Rotary Inducts
New 2004 President

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
recently inducted Dwight Leeper as
its new president. Mr. Leeper is a
financial advisor for Merrill Lynch
Co. He takes over the presidency from
Geri Samuel.

Other officers inducted were Janet
Strunk, Vice President; Karin
Dreixler, Treasurer and Denise
Hughes, Secretary. The dinner meet-
ing was held at Snuffy’s Pantagis
where the club meets weekly on
Wednesdays at noon.

Interested business people are wel-
come to visit the club and be the
club’s guest for their first meeting.
For more information contact mem-
bership chairman Dick Dobyns at
(908) 322-5986.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


