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Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
Highlights Dept. Programs

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union County Sheriff is re-
sponsible for law enforcement, but
that is only one aspect of his job.

The Sheriff’s Office is made up of a
number of different subdivisions, each
varying in personnel and responsibilities.
From courthouse security to search and
rescue to the Sheriff’s Labor Assistance
Program (SLAP) for inmates, the Sheriff
and his staff perform many duties in and
around Union County.

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich is the longest-
serving sheriff in the state (he has been at
his post for 27 years) and has been in-
volved in law enforcement for over 40
years, beginning his career as police of-
ficer in Elizabeth, where he was born and
raised. The Sheriff graduated from Kean
College in 1975 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Sociology, and he also attended
the Northwestern University Traffic Insti-
tute in Illinois, and the National Institute of
Corrections in Boulder, Colorado. He lives
in Union Township with his wife, Marlene.
He has three daughters – Debra, Lora and
Rene (deceased).

Sheriff Froehlich recently sat down with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times to discuss what
makes his department so important. He
values each department, and he is particu-
larly proud of the number of educational
programs his department has developed,
especially with regard to the youth.

The most prominent initiative begun
under his watch has been the “Play It Safe”
program, which is geared toward protect-
ing the children of Union County.

One of the most important aspects in
“Play It Safe” is child fingerprinting. In the
early stages of the program, Sheriff
Froehlich recognized the need for “docu-
menting” children as a safety precaution.
He felt that in order to maximize the
chances of finding a lost child, an officer
would need to have some kind of data on
that child.

At first, the fingerprinting program did
not meet with great success, as the public
schools and the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) hesitated to endorse fin-
gerprinting children. Both organizations
feared it would constitute an invasion of
privacy. However, fingerprinting caught
on and is now an important component of
the children’s safety program.

The program also included an educa-
tional booklet designed by the Sheriff and
Professor Freda Remmers at Kean Uni-
versity. The booklet aims to educate chil-
dren on potentially dangerous situations in
society and how to deal with them. For
example, one section talks about what
children should do when confronted by a
stranger.

In 1994, Sheriff Froehlich received the
Chai Award from B’nai B’rith Interna-
tional, a Jewish organization headquar-
tered in Washington, D.C. He received the
award mainly because of the development
of “Play it Safe.” The Sheriff, who is

Roman Catholic, was overwhelmed upon
receiving an award that had been bestowed
on many important dignitaries, including
a Supreme Court Justice.

Besides “Play It Safe”, the sheriff has
developed several other important pro-
grams. One focuses on protecting children
from firearms using two in-house videos -
“Get Away and Get a Grown Up” and
“Teens and Guns: An American Tragedy.”
According to the Sheriff, another video is
currently in the works. The gun safety
program led to the presentation of an
award to the Sheriff in 1995 by the New
Jersey Psychiatric Association.

Domestic violence prevention is also
important to the sheriff. His office devel-
oped a special unit to oversee that restrain-
ing orders are served efficiently. Sheriff
Froehlich developed a booklet to be dis-
tributed to these victims that gives step-by-
step information on how a victim can cope
with domestic violence – physically, emo-
tionally, and legally.

Seniors have also become a responsi-
bility of the sheriff, and his office has
developed a “senior citizens identification
program.” Under this initiative, senior citi-
zens in Union County carry an identifica-
tion card that includes important medical
information, in case of emergency.

Sheriff Froehlich expressed dismay that
important programs are sometimes over-
shadowed by fiscal figures. In his opinion,
the constant attention paid to the “num-
bers” takes away from attention that should
be devoted to areas such as domestic vio-
lence prevention and children’s safety.

“I deal with lives and pain. Lives you
can document. Pain, you can’t. How do
you put ‘pain’ into your budget for some of
these victims? You can’t,” Sheriff Froehlich
said. “We all don’t see through one
another’s eyes.”

Sheriff Froehlich has been pleased with
the development of the crime scene unit,
with many well-trained officers who each
have a specialization in an area – terrorism,
weapons and the like. Likewise, he is
proud of SLAP (“a tremendous success”)
and the K-9 Unit (“they laughed at me
when we started the K-9 program”), which
has aided in the rescue of children and the
apprehension of many criminals.

Sheriff Froehlich appreciates all of the
hard work his undersheriffs and staff do on
a daily basis. He has always been a firm
believer in the “open door” policy, believ-
ing that different types of people can con-
tribute all sorts of information. Many of
the programs his office has developed
have been in conjunction with other indi-
viduals or groups, and he recognizes and
values teamwork. He looks forward to
serving the Union County residents as
much as possible, and he is very grateful
for all that has been accomplished in his
department.

Sheriff Froehlich smiles at how great
life as sheriff has been so far, and he looks
forward to what is to come.

“I’ve been fortunate. I’ve been lucky.
God’s been good to me.”

As we approach the third anniver-
sary of the September 11th tragedy,
the issue of national security remains
in the forefront of concerned New
Jersey residents. The National Com-
mission charged with reviewing,
among other matters, the prepared-
ness of our national security systems
pre-September 2001 will soon release
a report that is certain to call for
changes on the federal level.

Some of these changes may very well
have New Jersey implications. In the
meantime, New Jersey has been work-
ing to address what it can do at the state
government level to ensure the best and
most effective means of protecting our
citizenry from acts of terrorism.

Toward that end, much credit must
go to our law enforcement personnel
who have worked so diligently over
the past three years with all levels and
branches of government to improve
communications and coordinating in
times of crisis. However, as recent
events pointed out, our private secu-
rity system has been found to have
substantial and troubling gaps.

Just this past winter, the private
company charged with guarding our
airports, bridges, ports, utilities and
tunnels was found to have employed
more than 4,700 security guards with-
out submitting their names to the State
Police for background checks. Many
of the employees, several working
security at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport, were found to have
criminal convictions that would have
disqualified them from security duty.

In response to this disturbing secu-
rity breach, a bipartisan piece of leg-
islation was introduced, of which I
am proud to be a primary sponsor,
which will require more stringent
regulation of private security guards.
Under this soon-to-be-law, employ-
ees of security companies will be
regulated under a new Security Offic-
ers Registration Act and as such, must
register with the Superintendent of
the State Police. Candidates with cer-
tain criminal offenses will be dis-
qualified from employment.

Once implemented, the law also
directs the Superintendent to develop
education and training requirements,
as well as appropriate physical and
mental screening for applicants.
Owner/Operators of security compa-
nies will now be required to have at
least five years of law enforcement
experience and to obtain a license
from the Superintendent.

New Legislation Seeks To Meet New
Jersey’s Evolving Security Needs

New Jersey has come to rely on
private manpower in the wake of Sep-
tember 11th to meet the need for
enhanced security coverage at public
venues, corporate locations, infra-
structure sites, and other possible ter-
rorist targets. This measure, which
awaits the Governor’s signature, will
work to create a better trained, more
professional line of defense.

Having appropriate security in
place is critical to protecting New
Jersey residents but so too is effective
prevention. In early 2002, the Office
of Counter Terrorism was created for
the first time in New Jersey through
Executive Order to coordinate the
efforts of state, county and local law
enforcement entities to identify ter-
rorism related activities. This office
is so critical to the domestic security
of our state that I have proposed leg-
islation that would codify the exist-
ing Office in the statutory law.

The bill would establish the Office
of Counter Terrorism in the Depart-
ment of Law and Public Safety to be
supervised by a director who would
report directly to the Attorney Gen-
eral. I have been working with Attor-
ney General Peter Harvey on this
legislative measure so that key
changes, including better clarifica-
tion as to lines of authority, could be
embodied into new statutes.

Law enforcement’s ability to com-
bat terrorism depends heavily on the
Office of Counter Terrorism’s ability
to serve as the central intelligence
gathering component of the State’s
larger preparedness framework. As
such, this Office should have the full
measure of state law behind it as a
strong and permanent organization
within the Department of Law and
Public Safety.

Tragically, the events of Septem-
ber 11th brought to light the need for
new laws, new personnel and new
organizations that few of us had ever
envisioned just a few years ago. New
Jersey had to rethink its approach to
providing safety and security and in a
relative short period of time has made
great progress in developing mea-
sures designed to improve the overall
domestic security preparedness of our
State. The Legislature, as a partner in
this effort, recognizes that there is
still work to be done. Our challenge
now, as a state and as a nation, is to
stay committed and to remain dili-
gent to the evolving challenges we
face in a post 9-11 world.
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The High Holidays and Religious School are just around the corner!

Are you looking for a warm and welcoming community in which
your family will thrive?

Come meet us at the following Prospective Member events:

Open House: On July 29, 7:30-9:00 p.m., at Temple Sholom.  Meet our Rabbi, our Cantor and our Director
of Education!  Refreshments and babysitting will be provided.

Shabbat Dinner & Service: Join us on Friday, August 20 for dinner at 6:00 p.m. and stay on to worship
at our Friday evening service at 7:30 p.m. (and, of course, for our festive oneg following the service).  For a
reservation, call our office before August 16.

You don’t have to attend a special event to find out about membership!  If you are interested, just call our
Temple office at 908-889-4900 to receive an information packet and talk to someone from our Membership
Committee.

For 91 years Temple Sholom has been a Reform Jewish congregation in Union County.  While we prepare to
build a new home in Scotch Plains, Temple Sholom is sharing worship and office space with the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.  Our Religious School classes are held in Scotch Plains.

www.MedicalHypnosis.info
WEIGHT: modify eating habits (2 or 3 visits)

BULIMIA:  stop the binge-purge (4 to 6 visits)
TOBACCO: stop smoking (1 or 2 visits)

ALCOHOL: stop or reduce (1 or 2 visits)
MARIJUANA: stop using (4 to 6 visits)

PHOBIA: conquer a fear (1 or 2 visits)
NAIL BITING stop the habit (1 or 2 visits)

ANXIETY: learn to control it (1 visit)

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Dr. Glassman is a “Visiting Scholar” at

Columbia University Medical Center

908-301-0039   Mountainside, NJ
Ivy League Clinical Hypnosis Center LLC

SEEKING REELECTION...After 40 years of serving Union County in law
enforcement, the past 27 as sheriff, Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich is
running for reelection.

Westfield’s Steve Brozak
To Speak at DNC on Wed.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield politician and invest-
ment banker Steve Brozak will speak
at next week’s Democratic National
Convention in Boston during his bid
for the seventh district congressional
seat. Mr. Brozak, a Marine Corps
Veteran who recently retired from
active duty, will speak on a day struc-
tured around the theme of ‘defense’
and ‘security.’ Mr. Brozak’s speech,
to take place Wednesday between
7:30 and 8:30 p.m. before Elizabeth
Edwards introduces husband Sena-
tor John Edwards, will last eight
minutes and can be seen on national
television.

“I’m honored to be there and I
think it’s a very important time in this
country for going out and speaking
about these important issues,” said
Mr. Brozak of the convention.

“I will let people know I am expe-
rienced. I just volunteered to go on
active duty then come off. Here’s
what I’ve done and here’s what we
have to do differently.”

Mr. Brozak, who will highlight his
military service, is a transplanted
Republican who switched parties last
year after discontent with the Bush
administration and the handling of
the Max Cleland situation.

Mr. Brozak said the premise after
9-11 was that Americans were at-
tacked and democracy and way of life
were put in jeopardy. “But here we
are today and we’re less safe than the
day after 9-11 because our forces are
over extended and there is no plan
taking place. I want to get my mes-
sage across that we need a change and

Senator Kerry is a person who can go
out there and get things done.”

Mr. Brozak said the active guard is
stretched thin and “is close to the
breaking point. Governors are start-
ing to say ‘where’s my Guard? What
happens if there’s a fire?’ Seventy
percent of New Jersey’s National
Guard has been called.”

“I don’t want American soldiers
being used as photo props,” Mr. Brozak
said. “I think I’ve spoken to enough
generals, secretaries and under secre-
taries to say, ‘Guys, I can read a plan,
show-me what’s going on.’”

The three issues Mr. Brozak be-
lieves are important are defense is-
sues, the economy, and healthcare—
specifically Medicare.

Mr. Brozak said he wants to make
sure our allies understand that “Af-
ghanistan is not close to being fin-
ished. We need to bring in our allies
and make this an international effort.”

Mr. Brozak said he opposes a draft,
something he considers “an unviable
option,” and wishes to make the inter-
national community respect America,
something he hasn’t seen since
Charles de Gaulle and the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

Mr. Brozak, who will run against
incumbent Mike Ferguson, said that
Mr. Ferguson “is responsible for the
lack of planning.”

“Mike Ferguson, my opponent,
doesn’t have the experience to ask the
tough questions about defense,” Mr.
Brozak said. “He doesn’t have the
understanding about dealing with
healthcare issues. He’s been bought
and paid for by the fat cats down in
Washington.”

NEW VIADUCT…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, right,
spoke at the groundbreaking ceremony for the replacement of the Route 1&9
Viaduct in Elizabeth. State Senator Ray Lesniak, left, and New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation Commissioner Jack Lettiere, center, also spoke.


