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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Center for
Great Expectations in Somerville, an
organization aiding homeless pregnant
women recovering from substance
abuse and unwed pregnant adolescents,
will benefit from the quilting talents of
Westfield Senior Housing Corpora-
tion (WSHC) residents participating
in a group called “Sew & Sews.”

Recreation Director Randi Kass said
that following last Thursday’s quilt ex-

hibition in the foyer of the facility, the
quilts would be delivered today to the
center.

“We wanted to do something more
personal than donating the quilts to a
large hospital,” said Sew & Sews
Founder Jean DiJoseph, who started to
club using her own money to purchase
fabric.

Roseann Cervelli, Program Director
at The Center for Great Expectations,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that she
is impressed by the generosity of the
senior citizens.

“Most of the women who come here

come with nothing,” she said,
“and to have these quilts rep-
resents a promise of the fu-
ture. It really moves them
when they see total strangers
giving something to them un-
conditionally.”

Formed approximately one
year and five months ago, the
group began when a quilt
raffle was held to raise money
for the tenants association.

However, the women
liked making the
quilts so much that
they thought it
would be a great idea
to make their bee of-
ficial.

“We really enjoy
doing it. I always
wanted to quilt.
They’re the greatest
bunch of women,” said
Sew & Sews mem-
ber Freda Ferraro.

“And we never
fight or argue,” she
added with a grin.
“All of our mouths
are going as fast as our hands.”

During the quilt exhibition, the
women sold cookies at four for $1, as
well as handmade greeting cards adorned
with fabric flowers. Four small cards
were $2 per bundle (tied with pink
ribbon) or $2.25 for each large card.

“We’ll make more next week,” said
Ferraro.

Sew & Sews members include Jean
DiJoseph, Mary Bemis, Angela
Catalano, Florence DePasquale, Freda
Ferraro, Dorothy Lynch, Phoebe Leedy,
Lillian Schraegle, Lois Bartik and Anne
Woodhull. Outside consultants include
Ellen Draney, Carol Mastroianni and
Brian Stanton, who cuts the fabric for
the ladies.
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questing fabric donations for Sew &
Sews, Kass was amazed to discover how
many contributions were made.

“We received 25 boxes of 100 per-
cent cotton fabric from a generous
anonymous donor,” who, Kass later
noted, lost her husband in the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001.

The WSHC community and board
rooms remain stocked to the brim with
fabric. However, Kass said donations
are still sought. Fabric must be 100
percent cotton, which is suitable for
baby quilts.

To contact the WSHC or to make
donations, please call (908) 233-5898,
visit 1133 Boynton Avenue in Westfield
or e-mail wsch@westfieldnj.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – SSSSSix yix yix yix yix years ago,ears ago,ears ago,ears ago,ears ago,
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in the past.in the past.in the past.in the past.in the past.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Mark Bodnar
of cYclops Productions spoke with
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last
Thursday afternoon in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield,
where a commercial was being
filmed for the pharmaceutical firm
Merck & Company, Inc.

“Westfield was chosen because
it is the quintessential Americana
kind of backdrop,” said Bodnar.
He added, “It has a great Main
Street and cinematically speak-
ing, Mindowaskin Park with its
tall trees creates a great depth of
field.”

Rather than promote one spe-
cific pharmaceutical product or
service, the commercial, which is
scheduled to air in about a month,
will emphasize, “At Merck, people
come first,” said Bodnar.

He added that the commercial
would reflect “a day in the life of
average people, taking groceries
from the back of their cars, using
a Laundromat,” and other com-
mon sites such as a school and
driveway.

Filming had been done and was
expected to continue in other loca-
tions, explained Bodnar. However,
the Westfield shots were only done
on Thursday.

In Mindowaskin, cYclops posi-
tioned a Kustard King truck where
a young male actor was filmed en-
joying his ice cream. In lot 1, an
MTA (Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority) bus was parked for an-
other scene.

According to Westfield Park-
ing Services Director Captain
John Morgan, approximately 60
spaces in municipal lot no. 1 were
reserved for the shoot, where por-
tions of the commercial were also
staged.

Morgan shared that he would be
meeting with executives from an-
other production company for an
upcoming commercial.

Unfortunately, the advertising
firm used by Merck & Co. would
not authorize permission for
photography to accompany this
story.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Most people
don’t look forward to visiting the
dentist, but Mark Albertson’s pa-
tients actually have
something pleasant
to associate with the
experience. An oil
painter, Albertson
exhibits his paintings
in a gallery in his of-
fice.

A practicing dentist
in Westfield for the
last 30 years,
Albertson finds paint-
ing an enjoyable way
to spend his free time.

“It is a great satisfaction to create
a successful work of art, to see some-
thing turn into a work of beauty,”
he explained, adding that there is

also satisfaction in the apprecia-
tion of his art by others.

“My patients look forward to
their visits to my office and to
seeing what’s new in the gal-
lery.”

A graduate of The School of Den-
tal Medicine at Tufts University in
Medford, Mass., Albertson is
mostly a self-taught artist. He has

been painting for at least 20 years
and finds landscapes to be his favor-
ite subjects.

“I enjoy painting things that hold
meaning for myself and my
family,” he continued. “I
find it to be a way to memo-
rialize something we have
seen or done.”

Albertson is currently
working on a picture of the
porch and walkway of
Monticello titled
“Monticello.” The day he
first viewed this scene was
hazy and rainy.

“It made everything look
different,” said the artist,
who especially seeks cre-

ative ways to use light and dark in
any combination of scenery. As a
result, the weather that day has
“toned down” the painting, he ex-
plained.

A member of the Westfield Art
Association (WAA) for five years,
Albertson received the organization’s
2003 Betty Rappold Award, which
given in memory of the long-time
WAA member, for his painting of a
building on Benefit Street in Provi-
dence, RI on the Brown Campus
titled “Benefit Street.”

The dentist/artist finds the true
test of painting lies in the pro-
cess.

“It’s a challenge to decide what to
paint, to get started and to work
through until the end,” he said.

“The middle of a painting is the
most challenging,” he continued,
adding that this is the point where
he doesn’t know if he will like what is
being created.

“At this point the painting can
either cause excitement or agony,” he
explained.

Albertson’s paintings are created in
the basement of his Westfield home
where he is able to maximize light
and space. He and his wife, Ellen,
have three sons, Joshua, Jason and
Jacob.

All Photos Courtesy of Dr. Mark Albertson
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Recent Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate Steven
Fromtling is a man of many talents.
Born and raised in Westfield, this in-
dustrious young artist refuses to limit
himself to just one artistic outlet.

His acrylic painting, “The Overdose,”
was featured in the 2004 Westfield
Schools District Art Show. The recipi-
ent of a Parent, Teacher, Student Orga-
nization Award, Steven is passionate
about many different styles of art. A
painter, sculptor and writer, he most
recently has devoted his talent to photo
emulsion and screening.

“I’ll get started on one project,” he
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “but
then something else will catch my in-
terest and I will move on to something
entirely different.”

Self-taught for the most part, Steven
participated in WHS art classes. Ironi-
cally, it was his history teacher, Dan
Farabaugh, who had the strongest in-
fluence on him.

“Farabaugh is an interesting charac-
ter. In a roundabout way, he encour-
aged my artistic endeavors more than
anyone else,” he said.

While still interested in fine art,
Steven will be a film production major
at Ithaca College in New York this fall.
He will minor in scriptwriting and
continue to take classes in painting and
sculpture.

He has written several short stories
and screenplays and is very interested in
stop-motion photography. Currently,
Project Green Light, which allows aspir-
ing filmmakers to submit scripts to an
online contest with a chance at directing
their own movie, and the Sundance
Film Festival beckon.

“My biggest problem with getting
backing to do a film is that my stan-
dards are much higher than my means.
I’m a perfectionist, I suppose.”

When asked what sort of advice he
would give to aspiring artists, Steven
replied, “Keep yourselves inspired. It is
so easy to get lazy.”

His goals for the next few years in-

clude finishing college and adding at
least one notable project to his résumé.
Ultimately, he would like to direct
films and he acknowledges that his
varied skills will certainly come in
handy.

His parents, two sisters and one
brother have always been very support-
ive, as well as a small circle of other
artistic individuals from the area that
Steven has worked with.

He has joined forces with fellow
artist and former Westfield resident
Alexa Rose in producing a new website,
which will feature various styles of art,
including prints and T-shirt screening.

“Anything we can sell,” he laughed.
The site will include artwork by both

Alexa and Steven. Be sure to check it
out at www.machine3.com.

Steven FromtlingSteven FromtlingSteven FromtlingSteven FromtlingSteven Fromtling
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – Union County’s free
Summer Arts Festival concert series will
continue on Wednesday, July 28, at 7:30
p.m. with a performance by Verdict, a
reggae music group, at Echo Lake Park, on
the border of
Westfield and
Mountainside.

The free concert is
presented by the
Union County Board
of Chosen Freehold-
ers and sponsored by
Wachovia Bank.

Verdict consists of
Roland Richards,
Johnny Youth,
Marcelino Thompson
and Raga.

“Verdict returns to
our Summer Arts Fes-
tival with plenty of
fans eager to hear
them again,” said
Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “Their
appearances in previous years at Echo
Lake Park were well received and their
show on July 28 will be one of the high-
lights of the summer concert series.”

All Summer Arts Festival concerts are
held on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
at the Springfield Avenue-end of Echo

Lake Park. Lawn chairs, blankets and pic-
nic baskets are encouraged. A refreshment
stand will be available at approximately
6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will move to
Cranford High
School, which is lo-
cated on West End
Place off Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

For up-to-date con-
cert and rain informa-
tion, please call the De-
partment of Parks and
Recreation’s 24-Hour
Hotline at (908) 352-
8410 after 3 p.m. on
the day of the concerts.

The other free con-
certs in the Summer
Arts Festival series in-
clude:

• August 4 – Sensa-
tional Soul Cruisers;

• August 11 – The
Ed Palermo Big Band

with Rob Paparozzi in a tribute to Blues
legends Paul Butterfield and Mike
Bloomfield;

• August 18 – Joe Bonanno & The
Godsons of Soul, plus Captain Hawker &
The All-Stars; and

• August 25 – The Party Dolls.

Verdict members Roland Richards,Verdict members Roland Richards,Verdict members Roland Richards,Verdict members Roland Richards,Verdict members Roland Richards,
Johnny Youth, Marcelino Thomp-Johnny Youth, Marcelino Thomp-Johnny Youth, Marcelino Thomp-Johnny Youth, Marcelino Thomp-Johnny Youth, Marcelino Thomp-
son and Raga.son and Raga.son and Raga.son and Raga.son and Raga.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-

dents John Russitano and Kara
Shovlin, the hosts of the television
dance instruction program, “Make
You Wanna Dance,” will perform
during “Family Night” at Westfield
Memorial Pool on Friday, July 30.

The duo will also perform swing
dancing in front of Bombay in down-
town Westfield during Sweet Sounds
Downtown on Tuesday, August 31.

“Make You Wanna Dance” is
currently being filmed at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
produced by Bill McMeekan. The

program airs on Westfield’s Chan-
nel TV-36 and Scotch Plains’
Channel TV-34.

Russitano told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that past shows will run
throughout September, but October
programming will be entirely new.

“There is a possibility that some
of the staff members from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School might
show their two left feet in some of
the episodes,” said Russitano.
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