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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is cur-
rently accepting artwork for “Celebrat-
ing Excellence: the Merck 2004 Juried
Union County Art Show.” All artists

living or working in Union County are
eligible to submit up to three slides of
artwork to be considered for this ex-
hibit.

The maximum size of artwork is 36-

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

Think silliness can’t be sophisticated?
Then you haven’t seen Anchorman, a
heartwarmingly ridiculous lampoon of
the TV news game in the 1970s star-
ring Will Ferrell as the title egotist
extraordinaire. This perfect summer-
time insanity beckons one to throw a
bit of caution to the wind.

Don’t worry; your gray matter won’t
turn to pudding. In its amusingly non-
sensical way, director Adam McKay’s
love-hate for the pivotal era in question
poignantly points out the ratings-hun-
gry madness that has turned the elec-
tronic version of our fourth estate into
a circus. Plus, there’s a little sex, which
naturally leads to all sorts of complica-
tions. Not that it doesn’t begin quite
innocently.

In this case the age-old conflict is
stirred up when up-and-coming
newswoman Veronica Corningstone,
portrayed by Christina Applegate, asks,
“Why can’t it be anchorwoman?”

Expectedly, the previously all-male
news team at San Diego’s Channel 4
rails at the idea of a female addition, let
alone one with such stated ambition.

Comically, Ron Burgundy, Ferrell’s
ultimate fop anchor doubtlessly pat-
terned after Ted Knight’s Ted Baxter of
“Mary Tyler Moore Show” fame, is too
dumb to see Veronica as a career threat.
He’s just against it because, well, he’s
against it. But it doesn’t keep him from
pursuing the capable young newscaster
romantically. And there is your plot.

Expect no great surprises, other than
the fact that this farce, co-written by
director McKay and Ferrell, is a full
notch better than what we’ve historically
come to expect from the packaging.

Otherwise, par for the course, Ron’s
pals, while they soon get over Veronica’s
professional incursion, bemoan their
increasingly love-smitten and thus hen-
pecked leader. It’s a familiar cry heard
throughout this land, from high-rise to
holler: She’s breaking up the old gang.

They’re quite a crew, mirthfully dis-
tinctive in that none one of them has a life
outside of the job. Paul Rudd as slicked-
back Brian Fantana, the daring investiga-
tive reporter, has virtually no history of
personal relationships. Wide-eyed David
Koechner as sportscaster Champ Kind
thinks he’s in love with Ron. And Steven
Carell, as doltish weatherman Brick
Tamland, could generate a rash of com-
plaint letters from the IQ-challenged.

But in announcing the real star of
Anchorman, the cautionary words of
W.C. Fields surface. Though he suc-
cessfully broke his own commandment
in several films with Baby Leroy, he
vehemently advised against working
with either dogs or children. But then
if we’re to believe Rod Steiger’s fine
portrayal of the comic genius in W.C.
and Me (1976), the objection was more
a fear of being upstaged than any par-
ticular repugnance for tots or canines.

The good news is that Ferrell doesn’t

share such trepidation. For Baxter, Ron
Burgundy’s faithful dog, secures the
comedic mood in Anchorman. He’s so
cute. Baxter, that is, played by Peanut,
a terrier mix saved from the noose and
turned into a star by Birds and Animals
Unlimited.

Ferrell is cute too. While he may not
be the first comic actor to make a living
portraying the idiot who is successful
despite himself, Anchorman finally
confirms his citizenship in good stand-
ing of that fool’s paradise.

But it’s not just one absurdity nicely
heaped on the next that distinguishes
director McKay’s free-for-all from the
usual fodder that piles the 18- to 25-
crowd into the theater on Saturday
nights.

For one, word has it that Anchor-
man was re-cut in order to qualify for
its PG-13 rating. Hence, don’t expect
anything quite as riotously bawdy as
Old School (2003). Ferrell did a flash-
ing scene in that one. We are spared the
treat this time. There is a softer yet
wittier edge here and a sentimental
touch of humanity, even if it does take
a pooch to provide it.

The story itself is barely enough to
fill a sketch, let alone a feature length
film. Happy-go-lucky and obnoxiously
full of himself in public, at night Ron
Burgundy retires to his lonely, albeit
opulent mansion, shared only with
Baxter. Okay, so their matching paja-
mas and retainers indicate a bond. But,
it’s just not enough for Ron.

So, when Veronica enters stage right,
we’ve a feeling that things are about to
change. And they do, but not until the
two first dance around the taboo that
stipulates co-workers shouldn’t date. The
chemistry is good. Granted, there are a
few lags, and an occasional misfire. But
it’s just this sort of comedic business,
partially broad, partly sarcastic, and scat-
tered at various intersections through-
out the tale, that pumps up the script.

Nope. This isn’t what the commercials
might lead you to think. Most conspicu-
ous by its absence is the standard shovel-
full of misogyny meant to get a snide
snicker from the so inclined. Quite the
contrary, it’s not the distaff side that bears
the brunt of the joke this go-round.
Rather, it’s Ron and his clueless cohorts,
unable to see that the times, the clothes,
hairstyles and awkwardness of the 1970s
in general, are changing.

In their own nutty way, and whether
they know it or not, Ferrell and com-
pany prove that lacklustre decades are
forever uncomfortably searching for
an identity. Happily, Anchorman
should end your search for something
light to cleanse the filmic palate be-
tween heftier offerings.

* * * * * * *
AnchormanAnchormanAnchormanAnchormanAnchorman, rated PG-13, is a

DreamWorks Distribution LLC release
directed by Adam McKay and stars
Will Ferrell, Christina Applegate and
Peanut. Running time: 91 minutes.

inches by 36-inches, framed. All media
will be considered, including photog-
raphy. However, sculpture or craftwork
cannot be accepted this year.

The deadline for submission of slides
is Friday, August 6. There is an entry
fee of $10 to submit up to three slides.

This exhibit will be held at the Arts
Guild of Rahway, which is located at
1670 Irving Street in Rahway, from
Sunday, October 17 to Friday, Novem-
ber 12.

“We are pleased that the Arts Guild
has carried on the tradition begun by
Merck with our Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs,” said Freeholder
Mary Ruotolo, Liaison to the Cul-
tural and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board.

“The Board of Chosen Freeholders
is always pleased to help provide op-
portunities for serious artists to exhibit
their work in Union County,” she
added.

The jurors for this year’s exhibit are
Sally Walker, owner of the Walker-
Kornbluth Art Gallery in Fairlawn,
artist and art educator Neal Korn and
Rocio Aranda-Alvarado, curator of the
Jersey City Museum.

Three cash awards will be presented:
First Place ($300), Second Place ($200)
and Third Place ($100).

This year, a special award will be
presented to one participating artist.
The Crimson Atelier, Inc., a fine art
giclee printing house, has sponsored a
printmaking package to include the
scanning of an original work chosen by
the award winner, all proofing and the
production of a suite of 15 final giclee
prints on Arches 100 percent rag paper
or canvas in final size up to 22-inches
by 30-inches. This award is valued at
more than $600.

In addition, all artists chosen for this
year’s exhibit will be eligible for a 10
percent discount on all printing ser-
vices offered by the Crimson Atelier.

For more information or to request
a prospectus and entry form for “Cel-
ebrating Excellence,” please call the
Arts Guild of Rahway at (732) 381-
7511 or e-mail:
artsguild1670@earthlink.net.

To obtain an entry form, please call
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural & Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-
2550 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

“Celebrating Excellence” is being
presented for the fifth year as a partner-
ship of the Arts Guild of Rahway, a
non-profit, multidisciplinary center for
the arts, and the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural & Heritage Affairs.

The Arts Guild of Rahway presents
a nine-month season each year of fine
arts exhibits, musical performances and
art classes for adults and children of all
levels of experience.

The Union County Division of
Cultural & Heritage Affairs provides
programs and services in the arts
and history that contribute to sus-
tainable economic development,
build more livable communities,
encourage civic engagement and
contribute to a vibrant quality of
life for all residents.

The exhibit is funded by a generous
contribution from Merck & Company, Inc.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Shakespeare Theatre of
New Jersey’s Next Stage Ensemble
summer touring group will present
a one-hour adaptation of HHHHHenrenrenrenrenryyyyy
VVVVV at the Cranford Community
Center on Thursday, July 22, at
7:30 p.m. Free tickets are available
at the reference desk of the
Cranford Library, with a limit of
two tickets per person. This ver-
sion, a commentary on patrio-
tism, courage, and war, is not ap-
propriate for young children.

* * * * * * *
Instead, take the kids to MMMMMoon-oon-oon-oon-oon-

light Mlight Mlight Mlight Mlight Madnessadnessadnessadnessadness at the Reeves-Reed
Arboretum in Summit, on Fri-
day, July 23, from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Activities will include rocks
that glow in the dark, the night
sky, animals, crafts and
storytelling. It’s $20 per family,
but you must pre-register by call-
ing (908) 273-8787, extension
no. 15.

* * * * * * *
The next in the series of foreign

films at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, is the
Sundance Film Festival’s award-
winning RRRRReal eal  eal  eal  eal  WWWWWomen Homen Homen Homen Homen Havavavavaveeeee
CCCCCurururururvvvvveseseseses. See what else real women
possess on Monday, July 26, at
1:30 and 7 p.m. Admission is free.

* * * * * * *
Take a free walking tour of the

Liberty State Park’s Central Rail-
road of New Jersey Terminal.
Tours are offered daily at     10 a.m.,
12, 2, and 4 p.m., through Sun-
day, October 31. See where the
influx of immigrants, or perhaps
your own ancestors, boarded
trains for their new homes
throughout the United States af-
ter arriving at Ellis Island.

* * * * * * *
Union County College’s The-

ater Project will perform BBBBBettyettyettyettyetty’’’’’sssss
SSSSSummer ummer ummer ummer ummer VVVVVacationacationacationacationacation     by Christo-
pher Durang from Thursday, Au-
gust 5 to Sunday, August 22. The
New York Post has hailed this
farce about American culture as
“The funniest in years.” Perfor-
mances will be held at 8 p.m. on
Thursdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days, and at 3 p.m. on Sundays.
Ticket prices range from $10 to
$18. Reserve now by calling the
box office at (908) 659-5189.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Sixth through
10th graders will participate in the
Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW) production of Guys and
Dolls Junior on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday, July 27, 28 and
29 at 1 and 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.

Under the direction of Juan and
Valerie Pineda, these students will
sing, act and dance their way through
the Frank Loesser musical.

The director, Juan was a long time
member of the cast of Miss Saigon
on Broadway, playing the role of
Thuy. Valerie, the musical director,
studied at the Boston Conservatory
and the Manhattan School of Mu-
sic. She has performed with the Jer-
sey City State Opera Company and
the Bronx Opera Company, as well
as other performing companies.

The Pinedas are cofounders of the
Little Opera Company of New Jer-
sey, a performing arts company that
allows children to work with profes-
sional opera singers and learn what it
is like to perform in an operatic
forum.

Irene Ulesky will create choreogra-
phy for the show. She is a teacher at the
Sharon Studio of Dance in Whippany
and Yvette Dance Studio in Cranford.
She has been longtime WSW staff
member. She has also choreographed
other WSW productions, including
Annie and The Music Man.

The cast for the show includes
students from several towns in the
surrounding area. Elaine Anderson,
Claire Basil, Tessa Carr, Kristen-
Leigh Caruana, Katherine Davidson,
Sarah Frantz, Amy Frattarola, Billy

Geltzeiler, Georgia Gleason,
Catherine Green, Alex Halliburton,
Katie Halliburton, Melissa Littman,
Sierra McAliney, Rachel McGovern,
Mary Mckevitt, Annie Peterson,
Caroline Raba, Julie Reich, Lindsey
Romano, Michael Rosin, Claire
Stevens-Haas, Abigail Strickland, and
Ellie Tanji are all from Westfield.

Kyle Aslin and Macaire Kolchin
are from Cranford, while Danielle
Fine hails from Mountainside, and
David Meyer is from Millburn. An-
drea Redmount is from Scotch Plains
and Gabriella Napoli hails from
Fanwood.

The lead role of Sarah Brown will
be divided among Westfield residents
Pamela Marks, Jana Goldfarb and
Jennifer Dilzell, as well as Scotch
Plains student Brianna Redmount.
Sky Masterson will be played by
Connor Davis of Westfield.

Cast in the role of Nathan Detroit
will be Michael Mietlicki of Scotch
Plains. The part of Adelaide will be
divided among Patrina Caruana and
Natalie Narotzky of Westfield and
Katie Lauricella of Scotch Plains.

Professional musicians play the
score of Guys and Dolls. The stu-
dents of the WSW, under the direc-
tion of Janet Lymann, will play be-
fore the show and during intermis-
sion for the Wednesday and Thurs-
day performances.

Tickets are $8 for general admis-
sion and $5 for students and senior
citizens. Tickets are available in ad-
vance at the WSW office, which is
located at Edison Intermediate
School, or at the door before perfor-
mances commence.

SP Principal Receives Grant
From TCNJ-Affiliated Group
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jodi Frank,

Principal of Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains is among 25
school principals who have been
awarded a 2004 Summer Opportu-
nity Grant by The Principals’ Center
for the Garden State, an affiliate of
The College of New Jersey (TCNJ).

The grants are funded by the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation as
part of their Fellows for School Lead-
ership Program.

With her grant, Ms. Frank will form
a partnership between her school and
Bruce Street School for the Deaf in
Newark that will engage students in a
meaningful community service pro-
gram and foster communications be-
tween suburban and urban children.

The Summer Opportunity Grants,

SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENT…Elaine Davis, Executive director of The
Principals’ Center for the Garden State, left, poses with Brunner Elementary
School Principal Jodi Frank, who received a 2004 Summer Opportunity Grant
from the institute, which is affiliated with The College of New Jersey.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought
Continued frContinued frContinued frContinued frContinued from Pom Pom Pom Pom Page 9age 9age 9age 9age 9

Doctor of Medicine
Garnered by Bodas
SCOTCH PLAINS – Case

Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio has reported that
Prasad Vinayak Bodas of Scotch
Plains received a Doctor of Medi-
cine degree in May.

which have been funded since 1992,
are awarded on the basis of a summer
program of learning designed by the
recipient to enhance that individual
as an instructional leader.

As part of the program, Ms. Frank
will attend the Principals’ Center’s
weeklong Leadership Institute in July.

SPFHS Class of 1979
Slates 25th Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS —Over the

weekend of October 16 through 17,
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Class
of 1979 will host several activities in
honor of their 25th reunion.

Class members and their guests are
invited to start the weekend with an
informal social gathering in the Fire-
side Lounge of the Kenilworth Inn in
Kenilworth on the evening of Friday,
October 15.

The weekend’s slate of activities
also includes a home football game
on Saturday, October 16, at 2 p.m. at
SPFHS, where the team will be play-
ing Piscataway.

For those who are interested in
revisiting the SPFHS hallways and
classrooms, and seeing what has
changed over the past 25 years, a tour
will be available that afternoon.

On Saturday evening, beginning at
7:30 p.m., the class will hold a reunion
dinner/dance at the Kenilworth Inn.
The five-hour affair will offer an oppor-
tunity for reminiscing, dancing, eating
and other activities. Music of the 1970s
and other eras will be played courtesy
of Scotch Plains-based D.J. Billy Mac.

Classmates are encouraged to bring
scrapbooks and yearbooks for dis-
play and viewing.

Awards honoring those classmates
who traveled the farthest and changed
the least, among other categories, will
be recognized and games, including a
“match your classmate to the cast mem-
ber of ‘That 70s Show’” will be offered.

Registration for the dinner dance
and tour is required. Special room
rates at the Kenilworth Inn are avail-
able to reunion attendees.

To request an invitation or for more
information, please e-mail Jenny
Nachbur at
jennifer.nachbur@uvm.edu or call
(802) 656-7875.
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — The Fanwood

Cultural Arts Committee will hold
its second Fanny Wood Poetry
Awards in conjunction with
Fanwood’s annual celebration of
Fanny Wood Day on Sunday, Octo-
ber 3.

According to legend, Fanwood was
named for Fanny Wood, a Victo-
rian-Era lady who traveled to
Fanwood by rail to enjoy the “coun-
try” atmosphere. It is said that she
composed poetry while visiting
Fanwood. Although none of her
works have been found, the legend
remains strong.

Poets over the age of 21 are eligible
to enter. Submissions must be typed
in triplicate on standard 8½ x 11
paper. The entrant’s full name, ad-
dress and telephone number must
appear in the upper-right corner of
only one copy to facilitate anony-
mous judging.

Quality poems of any length and

style are welcome. Only unpublished
poems will be considered. There is
no entry fee, and entrants may sub-
mit up to five poems, which will not
be returned.

The in-hand deadline is Wednes-
day, September 1. First, second,
and third-place awards will be made
and the winners will be invited to
participate as featured poets in the
Carriage House Poetry Reading Se-
ries at the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center in Fanwood. An-
nouncement of winning poets will
be made during the Fanny Wood
Day festivities.

Poets are invited to send their entries
to: Fanny Wood Poetry Awards, c/o
Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood
07023.

For additional information, please
contact the Arts Committee co-direc-
tors at (908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-
5298.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Anthony Shurman,
33, President of the Westfield-based
mint-making company, Yosha! Enter-
prises, launched Momints liquid mints
earlier this year in New York City.

The iridescent blue liquid-filled
spheres of flavor are manufactured in
an EZ Slide pack, fitting into tiny jeans
pockets without a struggle. The mints
are also available in glass vials.

According to Entrepreneur.com,
“Pharmaceuticals giant Pfizer Inc.’s ac-
quisition of Warner-Lambert Company
prompted Shurman – a marketing and
sales manager and “gum-and-mint guy”
in the Warner-Lambert candy division
– to opt for the severance package and
go into the mint business himself.”

Since its inception, Shurman and
his “It” mints have been featured on
CNN, CNBC, NBC’s “The Today

Show,” FOX5 Television, and in Self,
Shape and Confectioner magazines, as
well as The Wall Street Journal.

Momints are available at CVS and 7-
Eleven. Currently, the company is seek-

ing votes for new flavors such as
“Cinnamint,” “Blueberries,” “Hot
Cranberry,” “Spearmint,” “Red Wine,”
“Vanilla Ice,” “Espresso Mint” and
“Chocolate Mint.”

For more information, please visit
http://www.momints.net.

UUUUUnivnivnivnivniversityersityersityersityersity
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Rensselaer Dean’s List
For Spring Term Told
AREA – Rensselaer Polytechnic

Institute in Troy, N.Y. has reported
that Scotch Plains, Mountainside,
Fanwood and Berkeley Heights stu-
dents were named to the Dean’s List
for the spring 2004 semester.

Scotch Plains senior Monica
Anderson, an interdisciplinary sci-
ence/psychology major and Brendan
Bergen, another Scotch Plains se-
nior, majoring in information tech-
nology, were placed on the list.

Samson Chu of Mountainside, a se-
nior majoring in electrical engineering,
computer and systems engineering,
joined Fanwood resident Eric Pratt, a
sophomore focusing on computer sci-
ence, in being named to the roster.

Berkeley Heights resident Evan
Finn, an undeclared engineering ma-
jor and sophomore, also received
Dean’s List accolades.

Britany Mironovich
Volunteers at Ranch
WESTFIELD – Britany Alexis

Mironovich of Westfield is spending
two weeks as a Landmark Volunteer
at the Chico Basin Ranch in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Mironovich, she is part of a group
that is assisting at the 86,000-acre
working ranch, where volunteers are
doing the work of ranch hands, in-
cluding fence repair, burying water
lines to stock tanks, tree planting and
invasive plant species control.

Britany is a three-time Landmark
Volunteer. In 2003, she participated
at Appleton Farms in Ipswich, Mass.
In 2002, she worked with the Colo-
rado Trail Foundation in Copper
Mountain, Colo.

She will be a senior at Westfield
High School in the fall, where she is a
member of the cross-country and track
and field teams. She is also a member
of the Model United Nations. Britany
plays the piano and volunteers occa-
sionally at a local soup kitchen.

Tabor Academy Grants
Diploma to Ostrowski
WESTFIELD – Eric Ostrowski, the

son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ostrowski
of Westfield, graduated from Tabor
Academy in Marion, Mass. on May
29 during the school’s 127th Com-
mencement Exercises. Eric will at-
tend Villanova University in the fall.


