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Buontempo Pulls Application
To Fulfill Board Requirements

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At its Thursday night meeting, the
Westfield Planning Board deferred ap-
proval of an application filed by Joe
Buontempo to construct a mixed-use
building on South Avenue. Mr.
Buontempo requested permission to
demolish an existing building and merge
two adjoining lots to construct a three-
floor mixed-used building. According
to the proposal, the first floor would be
used for retail space and the second and
third floors would house apartments.

The planning board decided not to
rule on the existing application due to
a number of questions and concerns
that must be addressed by a profes-
sional planner. One problem men-
tioned, to which Mr. Buontempo’s
representative Robert Kraus con-
ceded, is a difficulty meeting the park-
ing requirements for the lot.

After a brief adjournment, Plan-
ning Board Chairman Jay Boyle an-
nounced that further discussion would
continue in a closed meeting. After

the break, no public participation was
permitted, and the board held a non-
binding discussion with Mr.
Buontempo’s team.

Board member Robert Newell ex-
pressed concerns about the practice
of buying and demolishing residen-
tial properties to construct commer-
cial buildings, a precedent he did not
wish to be set in Westfield.

The commercial appearance of the
proposed structure caused concern
on behalf of the board. The appear-
ance would not be consistent with the
architectural character of the neigh-
borhood. “It looks like a commercial
building,” said Mr. Newell.

Several board members advised Mr.
Buontempo to redesign the proposal
in a Victorian style according to the
style of surrounding homes. Mr.
Buontempo agreed that it would most
likely be possible to design a struc-
ture that would resemble a series of
connected townhouses with Victo-
rian facades without altering his plans
for the interior.

“Our goal is to control the long-

term development in Westfield,” said
Mr. Newell.

Mr. Buontempo withdrew his origi-
nal application, and said he plans to
redesign the proposal for the lot and
submit it to the board by September,
if possible, taking into consideration
the board’s recommendations. Fur-
ther discussion among the planning
board and the planner will continue.

“If you were building this across
the street from your house, how would
you want it to look? That’s how you
should design it,” said Council Liai-
son James Foerst.

In other business, the board approved
a motion to repair the Board of Educa-
tion building on Elm Street. Robert
Burman, the Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator, requested permis-
sion to restore the portico architecture,
which the Planning Board agreed to
on the condition that the overall ap-
pearance of the structure remain un-
changed.

The next Planning Board meeting
will be held on Monday, August 2 at
the Westfield Municipal Building.

County Eyes Raritan
Valley Development;
Backs WF Crosswalk

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At their July 8 meeting, the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders discussed potential
improvements to the Raritan Val-
ley Line. The board also intro-
duced a resolution in support of a
Westfield ordinance permitting a
new, lighted crosswalk.

James Daley, the director of
economic development, ex-
plained that through a special
grant, Union County would be
able to examine specific areas
along the Raritan Valley Line that
may warrant land-use or trans-
portation improvements. The
county will apply to the New
Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (Office of Smart
Growth) for a grant of approxi-
mately $150,000.

“It (the grant) is to target growth
opportunities along the entire
Raritan Valley Corridor,” stated
Mr. Daley, who added that no spe-
cific details have been discussed
as to improvements or where such
improvements may occur.

Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella said that he saw sev-

eral potential opportunities along
the rail line, particularly the
Netherwood station in Plainfield.

“I have spent some time in and
around the Netherwood Station,
and there is certainly opportu-
nity there to develop some growth
in that area. I think that can be
one area I would like to see some
attention being paid,” said Free-
holder Mirabella.

The freeholder board also pro-
posed a resolution concurring
with a Westfield ordinance dated
June 15, which amended the
Westfield Town Code to allow
for mid-block crosswalks. By
amending the code, Westfield can
now construct a lighted cross-
walk on North Avenue that will
cross in front of Lord & Taylor.

This crosswalk has been a pri-
ority since the death of Helen
Freindt last December. Ms.
Freindt, an employee of Lord &
Taylor at the time, was killed
while attempting to cross North
Avenue in the early evening.

Many residents of Westfield
and employees of the store have
called for a more prominent
crosswalk.

FW Borough Seeks Public Opinion to Initiate
More Downtown Commercial Redevelopment

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This is part three of
a six-part feature on the business
centers in our area that will include
Downtown Westfield, Westfield’s
South Avenue corridor, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood.

* * * * * * *
The ongoing issue of what is best

for Fanwood’s downtown continues
to be debated. Several years after an
area of the borough was officially
declared “in need of redevelopment,”
the current administration undertook
a public outreach program to ensure
that everyone has a chance to weigh
in with his or her opinions on the
matter.

Fanwood’s “downtown” includes
all shops and companies located in
the borough’s central business area;
however, the “redevelopment area”
is specifically the six and a half acre
block bordered by Martine, La

Grande, Second and South Avenues.
Currently, there are only plans ad-
dressing those businesses in the rede-
velopment area. A separate plan might
be instituted in the future for the rest
of the downtown area.

The heated controversy came to a
head during last November’s elec-
tion. Merchants, property owners and
residents were all vocal in their ob-
jections to a plan that seemed to call
for the demolition of all current build-
ings. Merchants were concerned
about the health of their businesses, if
they’d be able to survive during the
down time when new structures were
being built, and if they would be able
to afford the rents in the new proper-
ties. Residents sided with the mer-
chants, and wondered if the down-
town shopping area would lose its
small-town feel if left to the plans of
a developer.

Mayor Colleen Mahr actively ad-
dressed these issues in her campaign
last fall, aware of how sensitive this

subject this had become. “Our inter-
est is not in demolishing the down-
town, our interest is to try and work
with the existing property owners and
merchants. We want to see the reha-
bilitation of Martine, the develop-
ment of La Grande and Second, and
we want to figure out the best way to
approach the stores on South Av-
enue,” Mayor Mahr said last week in
an interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Her plan of action included many
steps towards receiving the maximum
amount of community input for the
handling of the downtown’s redevel-
opment.

In March, she received a $50,000
Smart Future Grant after applying to
state’s Department of Community
Affairs.

The next month, she appointed the
Fanwood Downtown Advisory Com-
mittee, whose function is to gather
feedback from the community, in-
cluding: residents, merchants and

property owners. The committee then
reported back to the mayor and coun-
cil and assisted them in making a
decision that includes the
townspeople’s viewpoints. Members
of the committee include: Chairman
Joe Higgins, member of the Planning
Board; Greg Cummings, chair of the
planning board; Peter Chemidlin,
president of Fanwood’s business and
professional association (BPA) and
owner of Family Investors; Frank
Constandi, owner of Frank’s Auto
Body; three Fanwood residents, Pat
Hoynes-O’Connor, April Dunleavy
and Jim Dosier; and Councilman
Michael Brennan, who serves as liai-
son to the council.

Last month, the mayor and council
interviewed several consultant firms,
and hired Dave Roberts from Schoor
de Palma, an environmental planning
and engineering firm, which is cur-
rently working together with the com-
mittee. Mr. Roberts co-authored The
New Jersey Redevelopment Hand-
book. The firm’s fees, as well as the
supplies for the work of the commit-
tee, will be paid for out of the Smart
Future Grant. The function of the
consultant will be “to revisit the rede-
velopment plan and revise it, with
public input and consensus,” said
Mayor Mahr.

“It is important that people under-
stand that we are working off of the
original redevelopment plan, not the
plan from (the previous developer)
Landmark,” committee Chair Joe
Higgins told The Times.

The committee met twice in both
May and June and took a walking
tour of the downtown. Their efforts to
gather feedback began with handing
out 150 surveys to residents attend-
ing the Fanwood Street Fair on June
27. The survey asked residents about
their impressions of the safety and
image of the borough and their gen-
eral shopping habits and preferences.

“We heard in the campaign that
residents are concerned about the im-
pact of traffic, residential density and
the mix of retail in the new or reha-
bilitated buildings,” said Mayor Mahr.

Mr. Higgins said, “We also want to
respect the concerns of those living
adjacent to the redevelopment area,
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ALL WET...Children in Mountainside enjoyed the giant sprinkler of the fire hose at the Mountainside Fire Department’s
Wetdown on Saturday. The celebration was held to dedicate the department’s new fire truck.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
JERSEY FRESH...Fresh fruit and vegatable vendors took advantage of the
beautiful weather last Thursday at the Westfield Farmer’s Market on South
Avenue. Gourmet foods from Town and Country  and plants from Parker Garden
were also available for sale at the market.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE DAY...Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti, right, and Ed
Smith enjoyed the festivities at the Mountainside Fire Department’s Wetdown on
Saturday.

Mountainside Recreation to Apply
For County Kids Rec. Trust Grant

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday’s Mountainside Bor-
ough agenda work session, Recre-
ation Director Sue Wynans recom-
mended the council apply for a grant,
which will improve ball fields and
fund new recreation equipment.

There are two components of the
Kids Recreation Trust Application
offered by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. First, the rec-
reation trust fund goes to an equip-
ment grant that provides for two pitch-
ing machines (one softball, one base-

ball) totaling $3,000, and the recon-
ditioning of 75 batting helmets, along
with installing necessary faceguards
for $1,875. The total amount of money
in that segment of the grant is $4,875.
The borough will ask for $2,437 and
the PAL will provide matching funds.

The second component concerns
field improvements and recreation
facilities. Under this initiative, the
tennis courts at Deerfield School will
be resurfaced, the Deerfield Pony
League field will be realigned (along
with improvements to the backstops
and fencing), and batting cages will

be installed at Deerfield adjacent to
the restroom. The borough will be
applying for $50,000 for that venture.
The Mountainside Youth Baseball
League will provide $18,000 in
matching funds toward the Pony
League Project.

Applications are due by Thursday,
July 29. All applicants will be noti-
fied by Friday, October 29. In No-
vember, the funds will be transferred
to fiscal year 2005.

In other borough business,
Mountainside proposed contracting
with a professional company to as-
suage the town’s pothole problem.

“I have spoken with the borough
engineer and the borough attorney,”
Mayor Robert Viglianti said. “We do
not have sufficient equipment, per-
sonnel or know how to properly fix
potholes in our community.”

The mayor conferred with Borough
Attorney John Post, with the two de-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rusak Takes the Helm
In MS; Channel 35

To Air BOE Meetings
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education,
Temporary Chief School Adminis-
trator (CSA) Walter Rusak opened by
saying, “It is with a great sense of
pride I come to this district. It is a
tremendous community.”

Mr. Rusak has held the position of
principal at Deerfield School for the
past year. He will be acting as the
CSA until a replacement can be found
for Dr. Gerard Schaller, who resigned
effective in June of this year.

Mr. Rusak continued, saying: “The
K-8 district has so much to offer. Six
goals I will focus on are: vision, high
standards, passion for learning, in-
tegrity, loyalty and trust and courage.
Thank you for the opportunity, and as
long as I’m here my door will remain

open.”
In other news, a motion to approve

a payment for $175,175 to the Bor-
ough of Mountainside from the Board
of Education for reimbursement of
legal services rendered in the suc-
cessful lawsuit filed in January 1997
when deregionalization took place.

The lawsuit resulted in the district
receiving $6 million to be paid over
the next five years. Mountainside
agreed to be responsible for 76 per-
cent of the consultation fees encoun-
tered with Garwood being respon-
sible for the other 24 percent.

The board also approved a motion
to purchase video equipment in the
amount of $14,463 to tape board
meetings and other related functions.
A motion to purchase audio equip-
ment for $13,283 was also approved.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, JULY 8
•  Christopher Blas, 23, of West Islip, N.Y.

and Lyle Melnick, 31, of Bayshore, N.Y.
were arrested in the 500 block of Washington
Street. Each was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia.

Additionally, Melnick was charged
with theft by deception for allegedly
attempting to charge a Washington
Street homeowner $2,500 for chimney
work that was deemed unnecessary,
while Blas was held on a contempt of
court warrant out of Washington Town-
ship for $455. Both were released on
their own recognizance on the Westfield
charges.

A third man, identified as Robert
Oetting, 33, also of Bayshore, was taken
into custody on contempt of court war-
rants from Carteret, for $664, and
Spotswood, for $1,000.

All three men are employed by a
Middletown company, which was not
cited for any wrongdoing in connection
with the arrests involving its employ-
ees.

MONDAY, JULY 12
•  Five vehicle break-ins were reported

on Tudor Oval between 9:30 p.m. on July
11 and 6:30 a.m. on July 12. In two cases,
the vehicles had been entered and ran-
sacked but nothing was reported missing.

The missing items from the other three
vehicles included a Palm Pilot computer;
money in the amount of $15; a wallet and
a wristwatch. All the vehicles were parked
in driveways at the time, and there was no
sign of forced entry in any of the cases.

•  A Manchester Drive resident reported
someone entered a vehicle in her drive-
way. Nothing was reported missing.

Fourth Marking Period Honor Roll Revealed
By Roosevelt Intermediate Principal Shulack
WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-

mediate School (RIS) Principal Dr.
Kenneth Shulack has announced that
the following 13 students, who will
be entering Westfield High School in
September, have retained straight “A”
status, with grades from 90 to 100,
during their three years at RIS:
Alex Colucci Kim Morawski
Kyle Cortley Marissa Mumford
Emily Cozzi Kevin Shallcross
Caitlin Hewitt Danielle Tepper
Ben Maimon Elena Tinfow
Dan Markowski Cindy Wang

Daniela Wiener

In addition, the following seventh
and eighth grade students were named
to the Fourth and Final Marking Pe-
riod Honor Roll for the 2003-2004
school year at RIS.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 48 STUDENTS

Kathryn Abruzzo Catherine Maguire
Nicole Aloupis Taylor Manetti
Thomas An Kathryn Millen
Kimberly Berke Anna Morton
Samuel Berse Lauren Nemiroff
Ankita Bilolikar Mairead O’Boyle
Sara Birkenthal William Scott Perry
Amy Brown Edward Purcell
Ryan Brown Ryan Ragoza
Morgan Bunting Casey Reimlinger
Julia Burns Christopher Rhodes
Michael Carpetto Joshua Schwartz
Kristen Caruana Melissa Shulman
Amanda Chang Eriene-Heidi Sidhom
Aaron Davidson Amanda Simmons
Christopher Delafuente Lauren Sullivan
Daniel Dickstein Marguerite Sulmont
Amanda Garfinkel Alexandra Tunis
Briana Goncalves Mark Vander Schaaf
Eric Hagstrom Stephanie Wang

Tara Handza Peter Williams
Molly Hudelson Julianne Yee
Gabrielle Jakub Daniel Zavaro
Will John Steven Zilberberg

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 86 STUDENTS

Robert Angus Daniel Ludlum
Elizabeth Antonelli Gregory Luppescu
Steven Anzalone Kathryn Martin
Julian Applebaum Nicholas Mavrogiannis
David Babetski Joseph Mc Grath
Trevor Barnes Daniel Morse
William Beshears Thomas Mruz
Julian Brinberg Shannon Murray
Chelsea Bryk Elaheh Nozari
Ariel Burns Charlotte O’Leary
Jack Camillo K. Nicole Papadopoulos
Shelby Carlin Kiran Patankar
Spencer Cassidy Thomas Purcell
Tara Castellone Philip Queller
Jane Cederroth Caroline Raba
Kristina Chabrier Eric Rachman
Panos Chantzis Anne Re
Vasilis Chantzis Matthew Reiss
Harim Harry Choi Philip Reynolds
Michael Cifelli Christiana Ricciuti
Meredith Clark Nicole Rosenberg
Philip Cohn Jenna Roth
James Diddell Hannah Rubin
Mark Doherty Raisa Rubin
Lauren Farrell Kyle Sexton
Matthew Fechter Connor Sheehan
Sean Finn Katherine Sheridan
Margaret Flannery Cassandra Simcox
Michael Foley Maxwell Sugarman
Alexandra Gockel Ravi Tamboli
Natalie Golikov Katherine Taylor
Christopher Graf Michael Tormey
Brian Hart Patrick Tresnan
Kyle Hayden Andrew Wenta
Christopher Jenkins George Wharam
Connor Jennings Sean Wicks
Christopher Joyce Alan Workman
James Kazazis Christopher Yeager
Emily Kline Patrick Younger
Elizabeth Lisooey Arielle Ziering
Dan Liu Tara Zierler
Maria Lomaka Michael Zhu
Allison Lowenstein Jordyn Zucker

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 46 STUDENTS

Marlee Austin Benjamin Maimon
Erin Bange Daniel Markowski
Cameron Banta Pratik Mehta
Claire Bennett Kimberly Morawski
Caitlin Burke Marissa Mumford
Stephen Chan Kevin Neylan
Alex Colucci Alexandra Pecora
Jordana Confino Crista Ricci
Kyle Cortley Erin Scialabba
Leigh Couture Kevin Shallcross
Emily Cozzi Deborah Siegel
Joshua David Melissa Soutto
Benjamin Dornfeld Danielle Tepper
Bryan Fitzpatrick Elena Tinfow
Christopher Franks Lindsay Tishberg
Katherine Gelinne Lindsay Walsh
Rachel Gray Cindy Wang
Britta Greene Michael Weinberg
Peter Griesmer Daniela Weiner
Caitlin Hewett Domenick Wissel
Dean Kowalski Trevor Yee
Da Lee Eric Zagorski
Allison MacDonald Zinyi Zhang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 86 STUDENTS

Timothy Adamcik Michael Kane
Alexandra Annis Lauren Krichilsky
Stephen Aswad Tim Kuehn
Andrew Bakst Max Lazar
Anusuya Bharadwaj Eunsol-Vickt Lee
Matthew Blutfield John Levidy
Laryssa Borkowsky Kathryn Lewis
Jessica Campo Nicholas LiVolsi
Robert Castelo Mary Mahoney
AJ Cerami Joseph Maran
Christopher Chin Harry Marino
Lauren Couture Catherine Marvin
Barbara D’Agosto Matthew McCurdy
Ian Devaney Rebecca McNulty
Michael Dibble Katherine Meylor
Jared Dornfeld Robert Miller
Emily Doskow Gregory Morrissey
Rose Driscoll Haley Mustard
Evan Eisenberg Gregory Nelson
William Eisenberg Michael Nika
Elizabeth Engel Kate O’Connor
Michele Eniclerico Gabrielle O’Leary
Josefine Eriksson Melia Parsloe
Craig Esposito Ioanna Protogiannis
Brian Fabiano Stephanie Quinton
Meghan Evans Josephine Reinhardt
Matthew Feniger Jorie Richlin-Zack
Maya Fine Pincus Stephanie Rowe
Vincent Fitzpatrick Kirk Sabnani
Alexander Fruchtman Daniel Santry
Nicholas Fusaro Tessa Schaaf
Emily Fusco Sari Schwartz
Rachel Ganz Kelly Seeger
Paige Geraghty James Seip
Matthew Gralla Megan Sherman
Aidan Granstrand Timothy Smith
Matthew Green Ann-Marie Valentine
Jared Greene Emily Walus
Alexander Greenspan Hannah Wharam
Brandon Heroux Zacharie Weingarten
Lauren Huff Hannah Weisman
Melanie Jackson Michelle Zaffuto
Christine Kandigian Lisa Zavetz

Sullivan Appointed New
WHS Assistant Principal

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education unanimously ap-
pointed Joan Sullivan as the new as-
sistant principal of
Westfield High
School (WHS), ef-
fective July 1.

Ms. Sullivan
comes to Westfield
from Lacey Town-
ship High School in
Lanoka Harbor,
which has an enroll-
ment of 1,600 stu-
dents, similar to that
of WHS.

Her most recent
role at Lacey Township High School,
where she began her career in 1999,
was as an administrative intern and
social studies teacher. Ms. Sullivan
received a master’s degree in educa-
tional administration from Rutgers
University, and has completed class-
room observations, conducted work-
shops for her colleagues, assisted in
new staff training and student disci-
pline.

Ms. Sullivan has served as a men-
tor for a new teacher, was a teacher of
the handicapped, and also has taught
in a gifted and talented program. Her
interest in students on a co-curricular

level included her role as an advisor
for the school yearbook committee
and the freshman class.

In addition to her
master’s degree in
educational adminis-
tration, Ms. Sullivan
received special edu-
cation certification
from the Georgian
Court College in
Lakewood and a
Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in History and
American Studies
from Rutgers Col-
lege.

In accepting her position, Ms.
Sullivan commented, “I am ex-
tremely excited to be a part of the
Westfield Public Schools. I look
forward to getting to know the staff,
students, parents and community
members of Westfield.”

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
noted that the district received more
than 70 applications for the position.

“Miss Sullivan comes to Westfield
High School with excellent creden-
tials and recommendations,” he
stated. “She has great potential as an
administrator, and we are pleased to
have her on our staff.”

Joan Sullivan

Westfield Recreation Events
Basketball Camp: Held 9 a.m. to

11a.m. on July 26-July 30 for grades
4-6 at WHS.   Fee: $60.

Roller Hockey Camp with WHS
Ice Hockey Team: Held 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. on July 19-July 23 for grades
4-8, and 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on July
26-July 30 for grades K-3 at
Tamaques Park basketball courts.
Fee: $60.

Wrestling Camp with Glen Kurz:
Held 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on August 2-6,
for ages 7-10 and August 9-13 for
ages 11-14, at WHS Wrestling Gym.
Fee: $60/week.

Sports Squirts:  A great way to
introduce children aged 3-5 to a
variety of sports. Held 4:30 p.m. to
6 p.m. on August 23 through 27.
Online registration available:
USsportsInstitute.com, Fee: $79

Multi Sports: Children will have
the opportunity to take part in over
15 different sports from around the
world.  Held Aug. 23 through 27.
Hours: 9 a.m. –1 p.m. for ages 5-7.
Fee: $142, or  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
ages 8-14. Fee: $169.  Online regis-
tration available:
UssportsInstitute.com.

Soccer Camp: Professional
coaches from United Soccer Acad-
emy offer a camp located at Unami
Park from August 16 through 20.
Hours: 9 a.m. –11 a.m. for children
ages 3-7, Fee: $99 and 9 a.m.–1
p.m. for children ages 5-14, Fee:
$149.  Online registration available:
UnitedSoccerAcademy.com.

Strollersize Class: Finally a class
for moms and babies to attend to-
gether! This program will be held
on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. June 25 to
September 3 at Tamaques Park.
Meet near tennis courts. $50.

Summer Concert Series: The
concert series is held in
Mindowaskin Park under the Ga-
zebo on the following Thursday
evenings from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.:
Westfield Community Concert
Band will perform July 8 & July 15,
Westfield Swing Band will perform
on July 22, and the NJ Workshop
for the Arts will perform on July 29.
Bring a blanket or a lawn chair and

enjoy the show! In case of rain,
performances will be held in the
Presbyterian Church.

Summer Playground Programs:
Held until August 12. Monday
through Friday, 9 to 11:45 a.m. and
1 to 3:45 p.m. Registration began
June 1. (Proof of age required for all
programs). The Junior Playground
is for resident children completing
Kindergarten through grade 5. Held
at local elementary schools. Fee:
$15.

Our new Teen Scene is for resi-
dent teens completing grades 6
through 8. Held in the relaxed atmo-
sphere of Tamaques Park. Fee: $25.

The department also offers a
C.I.T. Program for resident teens
ages 14 and 15.  A C.I.T. application
is required from each applicant.
Space is limited. Fee: $25

(Additional fees will be charged
for trips and events for all Summer
Playground Programs)

Teen Nights at the Memorial
Pool: Teen night swims are held
throughout the summer on
Wednesday evenings from 8:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at the Memo-
rial Pool Complex.  Teen Swims
are open to all Westfield Teens
from 6 to 12 grade.  This program
features swimming, music, danc-
ing, contests, special events, etc.
Upcoming tentative dates are: July
7, July 14, July 21, July 28, Au-
gust 4, August 11, August 18,
August 25 & September 1. Cost:
$3/person   Teen Swim is a safe
and enjoyable alternative and we
hope Westfield students come
check it out!

Consignment Ticket Program:
Discount tickets are available for
the following: Great Adventure,
Dorney Park, Hershey Park,
Morey’s Pier, Mountain Creek,
Splash Zone, Camelbeach and
Sesame Place. Call for details.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad St.
Office: (908) 789-4080. Visit us
online at: westfieldnj.net/townhall/
recreation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Borough Initiates Move
For Commercial Redevelopment

on Second and La Grande Avenues.”
The committee also handed out sur-

veys to all merchants attending the
BPA’s monthly meeting on June 28,
with such questions as would the mer-
chant want to stay in the new area,
would they want more space, and
would they be willing to relocate.

“The merchants understand that
change is going to happen in the down-
town, and they want to be part of it,
but they want what their needs are to
be understood,” said Mayor Mahr.
“That takes time one on one.”

Committee members will go door-
to-door to speak directly with mer-
chants at the business locations.

Next, the committee will be hold-
ing meetings with the property own-
ers. “We want to be as inclusive as
possible,” said Mayor Mahr, “and we
want to hear their concerns and get
their participation.”

Committee member Frank
Constandi, is both a property owner
and merchant (Frank’s Auto Body).
Started by his father, the shop has
been in business at this location for
30 years. When asked by The Times
for his perspective on the redevelop-
ment plan, Mr. Constandi said: “We
still don’t know what is going to
happen. They are still going off that

plan. They are just going to tweak the
plan. How they’ll tweak it, I don’t
know.”

Last fall, Mr. Constandi contacted
other merchants and made them
aware of the possible effects on their
businesses if the plan was executed.
“The mayor has said that she wants
rejuvenation rather than demolish-
ing, but I don’t know how that will
happen. If they do demolish, they
say they will do it in stages, and
(merchants) can move in to a new
space. But how many can afford to
move all their equipment, and afford
the new rent, which may be as high
as a 40 percent increase?” said Mr.
Constandi.

 “Who is going to make the final
decision? It is a hard decision,” said
Mr. Constandi.

Peter Chemidlin serves on the
commission, as well as in the posi-
tion of president of the BPA, and is
the owner of Family Investors, a
company his father began 40 years
ago. “We need to get something
done. There have been no structural
changes in the downtown, and the
buildings are in need of repair, re-
placement and improvement,” said
Mr. Chemidlin.

He has heard the same concerns
from merchants as have been told to
Mr. Constandi. He encourages mer-
chants and property owners to use the
BPA meetings as a platform to com-
municate these concerns.

Once feedback is gathered from
merchants and property owners, the
committee will then hold community
meetings, where residents will be en-
couraged to attend and voice their
opinions.

“It will be the committee’s respon-
sibility to advertise these meetings
and to make them as accessible as
possible,” said Mayor Mahr.

“The dates and times of meetings
will be listed in the Fanwoodian quar-
terly newsletter, in local newspa-
pers, on Channel 35 and on our
website,” she said. “In addition, we
will use grant money to pay for indi-
vidual mailings to notify residents.”

In the end, the mayor and council
will determine how the redevelop-
ment of the downtown will be handled.
Once their decision is made, a profes-
sional planner will be hired and an
official plan will be established.
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• Three men were arrested and charged

with criminal trespassing at the
Mountainside Community Pool. Danny
Avalos, 19 and Enrique Penaloza, 20,
both of Elizabeth and Dimitriy Koval, 19,
of Belmar were discovered swimming in
the pool after hours.

• Jose Orellano, 25, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with driving while
under the influence.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

Westfield Pupils Garner
Spring Dean’s List Status
At Univ. of Rhode Island

WESTFIELD – The University of
Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I. has
noted that Westfield residents Karen
Castaldo, Allison Lemberg, Guy
MacKechnie and Kristin Mann were
named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2004 semester.

Birmingham-Southern
Taps Lisa Kelly DuMont
For Committee Position

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SMILING FACES...Fire fighters and citizens enjoyed the day on Saturday at the
Mountainside Fire Department’s Wetdown at Deerfield School. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Fire Fighter Ed Smith, Jennifer Giamo, Ryleigh McMeekan and
Fire Fighter Dean Paskow.

ciding that the borough will contract
with a professional company to un-
dercut the potholes, clean them out,
hot tar them, and use the proper ma-
chines to cut them down. Borough
Engineer Mike Disko said this pro-
cess extends the life of the road.

“The borough will put it out to pub-
lic bid, looking in the $25,000 range
and then use that as a guide for subse-
quent years,” Mr. Disko said. “And
then after, go back to a quote basis. We
may not use it all the first year, but
we’d be covered by a public bid. Once
we have a bid, then we can make a
detailed review of streets, come up
with a program for a contractor, and
have an inspection process. I would
have a one-year performance bid.”

“These potholes tend to progress.
You start out with a pothole, the next
it’s a whole alligatored area,” Mr.
Disko added.

Engineers will prioritize the roads
in terms of the extent of reconstruc-
tion and the level that each artery is
traveled.

A large portion of the meeting was
devoted to new storm sewer mapping,
much to the council’s disapproval.

“This one gets me really mad,” Mayor
Viglianti said. “This is the Bureau of
Nonpoint Pollution Control-Division of
Water Quality. We’ve created another
bureaucracy in the state of New Jersey.
In order to justify their existence, they
have to give us 35 pages of numbers we
have to hit the taxpayers with.”

The plan calls for implementation
of a storm water pollution prevention
plan and a storm water management
plan, both due in April 1, 2005. Part
of the plan calls for the mapping of
outfalls in the entire sewer system,
providing certain ordinance informa-
tion, and adopting residential site im-
provements standards for storm wa-
ter management. Under the solids
and floatable controls portion of the
plan, monthly sweeping of curbs,
streets, roads, and highways are re-
quired.

The borough will have to put in a
framing grate that prevents debris,
such as coca cola cans, to go into new
catch basins. Mapping and detail work
could cost in the range of $50,000.

“I agree with many of you that this
is a state mandate without state pay for
it,” Mr. Disko said. “But we will be
subject to fines if we don’t do this.”

In other business, the council dis-
cussed changing a parking area on
Bristol Road because trucks are hav-
ing difficulty with road restrictions.
Also, the borough will authorize the
purchase of a new police vehicle. At
next week’s regular meeting, the board
will appoint Thomas McGee to the
Historic Preservation Committee, and
renew the 1072 Route 22 Associates
Inc. liquor license for Sun Tavern.

The board discussed the naming of
a new street adjacent to Mountain
Avenue. The said street is a 1,000-
foot-long stretch ending in a cul-de-
sac. Six or seven homes are planned
for the street, to be located near Wood-
land Avenue. The borough considered
naming the street after Mountainside
war veteran James Little. Potential
names included Little’s Way, James T.
Little Street, or Little Court.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Rec.

The system is designed to be portable
in order to be moved to different
locations.

The board will be purchasing the
equipment this summer and will be-
gin “trial runs” in September. The
board hopes to begin broadcasting
some meetings on Channel 35 some-
time this fall.

Budget restraints could keep the
board from broadcasting all meeting
because of the cost of the camera
operator.

The board will convene for the
summer and resume regular meet-
ings in September.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WESTFIELD – Lisa Kelly
DuMont of Westfield was named
to a new executive committee of
the Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege Alumni Association in Bir-
mingham, Ala. Ms. DuMont was
selected to serve as Vice Presi-
dent for Chapter Development.
She is a 1985 graduate of Bir-
mingham-Southern.

Free Milk Is Available
For Camp Hoover Kids

COUNTY – The Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
has announced that milk will be avail-
able to all children enrolled at Camp
Lou Henry Hoover at no cost.

Camp Hoover in Sussex County is
operated by GSWRC, which includes
24 area communities, among them
Berkeley Heights, Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside.

In the operation of Child Nutrition
Programs, no child will be discrimi-
nated against because of race, sex,
color, national origin, age or disabil-
ity.

Anyone who believes they have
been discriminated against is urged
to write immediately to the Secretary
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.
20250.

For further information on the pro-
gram, parents or guardians may call
Deborah Hooker at (908) 232-3236,
extension no. 1226.

GRANT WINNER…Scotch Plains
resident Kristi Gayara will attend
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s (FDU)
College at Florham Campus in Madi-
son this fall. The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John Gayara of Scotch Plains,
she is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. She has also
been awarded a Colonel Fairleigh S.
Dickinson Scholarship. This award is
granted to a select group of incoming
students based on their academic
record and co-curricular accomplish-
ments as well as an on-campus inter-
view with an FDU faculty member.

WESTFIELD GRADUATE…Giovanna
Romano of Westfield, the daughter of Pat
and Nelly Romano, graduated Monmouth
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Public Relations and a double minor in
Spanish and Italian on May 19. Giovanna
completed her final semester on the Dean’s
List and graduated as a member of five
honor societies. She was among the four
finalists as Outstanding Student Leader,
whom presents the Commencement ad-
dress. Giovanna was an active member of
Phi Sigma Sigma, serving in several ex-
ecutive positions for Greek Life, as well as
working as a Head Resident Assistant for
the university.

Barrett Newell of WF Attends
Nat’l Leadership Conference
WESTFIELD – Barrett Newell of

Westfield, a member of the Class of
2005, has participated in the National
Student Leadership Confer-
ence (NSLC), a leadership de-
velopment program for out-
standing high school students.

While attending the NSLC,
Barrett had the opportunity to
study, experience and develop
the skills and traits that define
and identify a leader.

Barrett joined approximately
8,000 high school students from
across the nation and from 45
countries around the world in
becoming immersed in a unique learning
environment. She will return to her school
with increased potential and newly de-
veloped abilities that enable her to made
a positive difference in her community.

Through participation in this pro-
gram, Barrett developed his abilities to

think on her feet, to engage in critical
analysis and to communicate effec-
tively.

The NSLC mission is to
identify and recognize out-
standing young leaders from
around the world and to pro-
vide them with an atmo-
sphere that encourages aca-
demic achievement, diver-
sity, cooperation and social
responsibility.

The NSLC offers leader-
ship conferences on master-
ing leadership, law and ad-
vocacy, medicine and

healthcare, entrepreneurship and busi-
ness, international diplomacy, U.S.
policy and politics, intelligence and
national security and “Inside the Arts.”

To further her education, Barrett is con-
sidering several universities in the north-
east to pursue a degree in architecture.

Barrett Newell

Jennifer Woodbury Graduates
Cum Laude from Villanova

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
resident Jennifer Woodbury graduated
cum laude from Villanova University
on May 16.

She received a Bachelor of Science
degree in biology and honors, with
minors in Spanish and Chemistry.

Jennifer was awarded the Falvey Li-
brary Scholar award for her honors
thesis “The Use of SPME to Monitor
Fragrances in the Air.”

While studying at Villanova, she con-
tinued research in the university’s chem-
istry department, completed a summer
internship at Bellevue Hospital in New
York City and spent two summers re-
searching at Robert Wood Johnson’s
W.M. Keck Center of Neuroscience in
New Brunswick.

The daughter of Mary Hurajt-Dunlap
of Lanoka Harbor and Robert
Woodbury of New Providence, Jenni-
fer is a 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School.

She will attend the New Jersey Medi-
cal School in Newark this fall to begin
a MD/PHD Program on full scholar-
ship.


