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County Eyes Raritan
Valley Development;
Backs WF Crosswalk

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At their July 8 meeting, the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders discussed potential
improvements to the Raritan Val-
ley Line. The board also intro-
duced a resolution in support of a
Westfield ordinance permitting a
new, lighted crosswalk.

James Daley, the director of
economic development, ex-
plained that through a special
grant, Union County would be
able to examine specific areas
along the Raritan Valley Line that
may warrant land-use or trans-
portation improvements. The
county will apply to the New
Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (Office of Smart
Growth) for a grant of approxi-
mately $150,000.

“It (the grant) is to target growth
opportunities along the entire
Raritan Valley Corridor,” stated
Mr. Daley, who added that no spe-
cific details have been discussed
as to improvements or where such
improvements may occur.

Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella stated that he saw sev-

eral potential opportunities along
the rail line, particularly the
Netherwood station in Plainfield.

“I have spent some time in and
around the Netherwood Station,
and there is certainly opportu-
nity there to develop some growth
in that area. I think that can be
one area I would like to see some
attention being paid,” said Free-
holder Mirabella.

The freeholder board also pro-
posed a resolution concurring
with a Westfield ordinance dated
June 15, which amended the
Westfield Town Code to allow
for mid-block crosswalks. By
amending the code, Westfield can
now construct a lighted cross-
walk on North Avenue that will
cross in front of Lord & Taylor.

This crosswalk has been a pri-
ority since the death of Helen
Freindt last December. Ms.
Freindt, an employee of Lord &
Taylor at the time, was killed
while attempting to cross North
Avenue in the early evening.

Many residents of Westfield
and employees of the store have
called for a more prominent
crosswalk.

Zoning Board Tables
Decision on Route 22

Building to September
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment will continue a hearing
on an application to erect a building
on Route 22 at its September meet-
ing. A continuation is necessary for
the township fire chief to offer his
opinion on whether a fire hydrant is
needed at the site.

Richard Schoenwalder is seeking
to build a second building on the
property at 1811 Route 22 West, which
is presently the site of an abandoned
gas station just west of the Park Av-
enue overpass. Mr. Schoenwalder
plans to base his plumbing business
there and utilize the existing building
as well as build a 30-foot by 60-foot
structure for storage of supplies and
inventory. The eastern half of the prop-
erty is located in Watchung while the
western end, where the new building
will be situated, is located in Scotch
Plains.

There was some question as to
whether a fire hydrant is needed near
the proposed building. Installation of
new, larger water pipes to serve the
existing building is expected. At its
meeting last Thursday the board read
several letters from Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis to property owner
Dominic Verdic; however, it was dif-
ficult to ascertain whether Chief Ellis
was requiring the installation of a fire
hydrant or simply recommending it.
The board put off the application un-

til its Thursday, September 9 meeting
in hopes that Chief Ellis will be able
to provide a more concrete opinion
on the fire hydrant issue.

Another application by William
McCoy of 2492-2496 Plainfield Av-
enue will be continued at the board’s
September 9 meeting. Mr. McCoy is
seeking, on behalf of his elderly great-
uncle, to subdivide his uncle’s prop-
erty so that a second home can be
built on the Plainfield Avenue lot,
which is located in an M-1 industrial
zone.

Chairman Jim Fawcett said an im-
portant consideration for the board
was whether to use this application as
an opportunity to bring the area more
in line with its M-1 designation or
continue to keep it a mixed-use area.
The residential properties located in
the M-1 zone were there when the
area was rezoned and were allowed to
remain. Two use variances will be
required, one allowing a residential
property in an M-1 zone and another
for the existing property, which would
become an even more nonconform-
ing property. Mr. McCoy explained
that his family has owned the prop-
erty for several decades and the fam-
ily wishes to continue living there.

Five affirmative votes are required
for the application to be approved;
with only six board members in at-
tendance at last week’s meeting, Mr.
McCoy decided to wait until the

SP Manager Says SP Has Made
Progress With 2004 To-Do List

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Halfway through the year, Scotch
Plains Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said he feels that the township
has “moved forward quite well” on
the list of 16 important topics, issues
and priorities that he presented to the
Township Council in early January.

In a June 30 memorandum to coun-

cil members, Mr. Atkins noted the
status of each of the 16 topics he
identified six months ago, with goals
already met in some areas. The 2004
municipal budget was approved in
April with a four-point increase in
municipal property taxes. The
township’s annual independent finan-
cial audit was submitted, Mr. Atkins
said, “with perfect results.”

A revamping of the leadership of
the Police Department has also been
completed, with Police Chief Mark
Zyla and Captain Brian Mahoney
succeeding Marshall Nelson and John
Shebey, respectively, after their re-
tirements in April.

Mr. Atkins said he hopes that the
joint project with Fanwood and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education to renovate the ballfields
at Park Middle School can be com-
pleted by the end of the summer, with
the new fields ready for use sometime
in 2005. A project with Union County
to refurbish fields at the county’s
Vocational-Technical School and the
property on Route 22 is awaiting fi-
nalization of bidding schedules and
construction timetables from county
officials.

Initial studies are underway regard-
ing three township-owned facilities:

the Municipal Building, the Public
Work facility and the Library that are
experiencing leaky roofs and other
structural problems. Last month, a
temporary sealant was applied to the
roof of the Municipal Building and
an architect has been hired to formu-
late plans for more permanent solu-
tions for that building and the Public
Works building on Plainfield Avenue.
The municipal government is also
considering requests from the library
for various improvements to the Bartle
Avenue building.

Consideration is also being given
to the possibility of the township pur-
chasing a building on Lamberts Mills
Road for use as a senior citizen/com-
munity center. An architect will per-
form initial investigations of the fea-
sibility of developing the existing
building.

Mr. Atkins noted that the township’s
ambitious road repair and resurfac-
ing project “expected to last into the
fall months” has been underway for
several weeks, saying that, thus far,
“progress has been positive.”

Separately, options are currently
being discussed for the upcoming
autumn leaf removal and disposal
program. The council is expected to

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: This is part three of
a six-part feature on the business
centers in our area that will include
Downtown Westfield, Westfield’s
South Avenue corridor, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood.

* * * * * * *
The ongoing issue of what is best

for Fanwood’s downtown continues
to be debated. Several years after an
area of the borough was officially
declared “in need of redevelopment,”
the current administration undertook
a public outreach program to ensure
that everyone has a chance to weigh

in with his or her opinions on the
matter.

Fanwood’s “downtown” includes
all shops and companies located in
the borough’s central business area;
however, the “redevelopment area” is
specifically the six and a half acre
block bordered by Martine, La
Grande, Second and South Avenues.
Currently, there are only plans ad-
dressing those businesses in the rede-
velopment area. A separate plan might
be instituted in the future for the rest
of the downtown area.

The heated controversy came to a
head during last November’s elec-
tion. Merchants, property owners and
residents were all vocal in their ob-

jections to a plan that seemed to call
for the demolition of all current build-
ings. Merchants were concerned
about the health of their businesses, if
they’d be able to survive during the
down time when new structures were
being built, and if they would be able
to afford the rents in the new proper-
ties. Residents sided with the mer-
chants, and wondered if the down-
town shopping area would lose its
small-town feel if left to the plans of
a developer.

Mayor Colleen Mahr actively ad-
dressed these issues in her campaign
last fall, aware of how sensitive this
subject this had become. “Our inter-
est is not in demolishing the down-

Transformers
Blow in FW

FW Borough Seeks Public Opinion to Initiate
More Downtown Commercial Redevelopment

town. Our interest is to try and work
with the existing property owners and
merchants. We want to see the reha-
bilitation of Martine, the develop-
ment of La Grande and Second, and
we want to figure out the best way to
approach the stores on South Av-
enue,” Mayor Mahr said last week in
an interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Her plan of action included many
steps towards receiving the maximum
amount of community input for the
handling of the downtown’s redevel-
opment.

In March, she received a $50,000
Smart Future Grant after applying to

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Westfield Road in Fanwood and
Scotch Plains shined bright as day
after 9 p.m. on Monday when sev-
eral transformers exploded.

The sky glowed green, then red
as the transformers blew up, and
the hum from the downed electrical
wires filled the rainy air.

As residents emerged to see the
sparks flying, they were told to
return to their homes by police for
fear more transformers would
blow.

According to Sergeant Howard
Jarvis, the call came in as a trans-
former on fire at 8:49 p.m. After the
first transformer blew up, a couple
of others followed suit.

PSE&G, Verizon and the
Fanwood Fire and Police Depart-
ments responded to the scene. No
one was injured.

Power was out from Westfield
Road to North Avenue, which
caused the closure of businesses at
North and Hetfield Avenues.

By mid-day Tuesday, power was
restored to all areas and the road
was re-opened.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
DOWNTOWN IN THE BOROUGH...All of the commercial properties in Downtown Fanwood are currently occupied, as
the borough seeks retailers’, property oweners’ and residents’ opinions on how to move forward with developing the
downtown.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SWEET SOUNDS...The band Good Question entertained shoppers along Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains on Saturday.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
KITCHEN GRANTED...At the Forest Road Park Senior Center last Friday
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that the borough will receive a $53,000 grant for
building a kitchen in the Senior Center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row:
Freeholder Chester Holmes, Freeholder Al Mirabella, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Fanwood Council President Katherine Mitchell, Freeholder John Wolhrab;
front row: several members of the senior group, including President of Senior
Citizens Helen Boguszewski, fourth from left.
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Fanwood Mayor Mahr Announces Receipt
Of $250,000 Extraordinary Aid for Budget

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

At Tuesday’s regular council meet-
ing, Fanwood announced that it has
received a $250,000 extraordinary aid
grant for property tax relief. Mayor
Colleen Mahr decided to apply for
this grant in response to concerns
from residents about escalating prop-
erty tax bills, and has been waiting
for several months to hear if it would
be received.

An initial budget was submitted in
February; however it could not be
finalized until the borough knew if it
would be receiving this grant. The
mayor and council now expect to
adopt a final 2004 budget at a special
meeting to be held at Borough Hall at
7 p.m. on Monday, July 19, which
will be televised on Channel 35. Resi-
dents are encouraged to attend and
speak their minds regarding the bud-
get.

The state notified Mayor Mahr
about the grant on Monday after-
noon. “We have worked very hard to
receive this grant,” she said at the
council meeting. “I look forward to
the public coming to next Monday’s
meeting, and I look forward to ap-
proving the budget, because it is in

the best interest of Fanwood. We said
we were going to pursue aggressively
tax relief, and we have. I am very
happy that we could get here to this
point.”

Regarding tax bills, which will be
sent to residents later than usual this
year due to the late passage of the
final budget, she stated that they “will
be mailed out sometime in the last
week of July. We are not allowed to
change the statutory deadline of Au-
gust 1 (for payment of property taxes);

however we can change the delin-
quency date, which will be 25 days
from when the tax bills go out in the
mail.”

The state’s Department of Com-
munity Affairs has distributed money
to municipalities under the heading
of Municipal Homeland Security
Police Assistance Aid, based on popu-
lation, for property tax relief.  Mayor
Mahr announced that Fanwood has
received $50,000. Amounts ranged
from $140,000 given to larger cities

such as Plainfield and Westfield;
$70,000 to Roselle Park and Spring-
field; $25,000 to Garwood. Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Fred Tompkins ex-
plained that the money was meant to
reimburse municipalities for expenses
incurred since the September 11, 2001
terror attacks, and must be used to
reduce the tax levy.

Mr. Tompkins reviewed a resolu-
tion containing amendments to the
2004 municipal budget. Council-
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September meeting when seven board
members are expected to be present.
He will also have additional time to
possibly formulate a site plan for the
board’s consideration.

The board gave approval to a vari-
ance application by Milagros and Isidro
Abreu to enlarge an existing backyard
deck at their home at 14 Blue Ridge
Circle. The board also gave its ex post
facto approval to an application from
James and Agnes Hilbert, who installed
a bathroom at the rear of the garage at
their home at 2395 Whittier Avenue
without first securing the necessary
approval from the board. Mrs. Hilbert
said she and her husband never park
their cars in the garage, which, like
others in the neighborhood, is small
since the homes are older. Two neigh-
bors confirmed for the board Mrs. Hilbert’s
testimony about non-use of garages in the
neighborhood.

She told the board that she and her
husband had installed the garage them-
selves and were unaware that approvals
were required. Board member Chris
Abeel said it was “terribly frustrating”
to have to approve after-the-fact appli-
cations such as this, but admitted that
“the reality of the situation” was that no
one in the neighborhood parked their
cars in their garages.

During the portion of the meeting
when the board memorialized resolu-
tions of approval from its previous
meeting, Chairman Jim Fawcett, who
had not attended the board’s June meet-
ing, expressed some concern that “es-
pecially in its approval of a variance
application from John and Amanda
Jacobsen, who sought two sideyard set-
back variances so they could construct
an attached garage to their home at
2256 Coles Avenue, a corner lot” the
board was setting a precedent for cor-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Board Tables Decision
On Rte. 22 Building to Sept.

ner properties and, in effect, rewriting
the township’s Master Plan.

Board member Chris Abeel replied
that the board’s action last month on the
Jacobsens’ application had been based
on their overall situation and that there
had not been any intention of setting
any precedents. Mr. Fawcett said he did
not want approvals of these types to
become the norm.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events

Multi Sport Camp: July 19 to
23. Experience over 15 sports in
one week!  Programs run by US
Sports Institute.  Badminton,
bocce, hockey, net ball, soccer,
volleyball, parachute games,
cricket, handball, world cup, la-
crosse, olympics and more!  All
abilities welcome.  Programs are
limited to 60 children. Ages 5-7, 9
a.m.-1 p.m., $142. Ages 7-14, 9
a.m.-3 p.m., $169. Held at Kramer
Manor Park.  Please bring snacks
and water.

MAGLEV CARS - Levitation
for Future Transportation:
Grades 1-5. Build your own “Fu-
turistic Maglev” car to race and
take home.  Learn about the rela-
tionship between magnetism and
electricity-the two forces behind
levitation in your Maglev car.  You
will get to race your vehicle to
make it go faster.  Also, see and
work with a magnet that can lift
200 pounds.  Work with our
levitron-omega, spin the top and
watch it float.  Learn how motors
work as well as generators. Mon-
day through Friday, August 16 to
20 at Towne House. Registration:
Until July 23, $115.

Travel on Platform 9 & 3/4 -
Harry Potter Magical Mystery
Tour:  Grades 1-4. All aboard for
hands on fun!  Play Quidditch for
Muggles, make invisible ink, make
an edible wand, brew potions,
make a magic solution, watch
chemical reactions.  Also, be king
or queen of the galaxy, watch a
mirage appear, make cool crystals

and much more! Monday through
Friday, August 16 to 20, 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. at Towne House. Regis-
tration: Until July 23, $100 per
person.

At the Scene of the Crime” Sci-
ence Workshop: A mock crime
scene is examined, information is
presented in many formats and
you solve the crime.  The end of
the program brings about a con-
clusion to the crime.   Minimum,
12, maximum, 20 people. Wednes-
day, July 21 at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Registration: J u n e
15-July 2, $25, Ages 7-12.

Cell-ebration Science Work-
shop: Students will be introduced
to cell organelles, the membrane,
mitochondria, nucleus, ribosome
and more.  They will imitate the
action of each of these parts.  Fo-
cus on DNA in directing and rec-
reating life.  Minimum, 12, maxi-
mum, 20 people.   Ages 7-12.
Thursday, July 22 at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 3:30-5:30
p.m. Registration: J u n e
15-July 2, $25.

Youth Karate Camp: Two, one
week summer camps designed to
be fun-filled experiences featuring
games, activities and special events
to promote physical fitness and
develop motor skills.  For boys and
girls ages 7-15. August 2-6 or
August 9-13 at the SPF High
School Gym from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Registration:  residents: June 15-
July 16 $160, non-residents:
June 23-July 16, $170.

Fanwood Recreation Events
Summer Program:  The

Fanwood Recreation commission
will conduct a seven-week sum-
mer program for Fanwood Chil-
dren at LaGrande Park. The pro-
gram began on Thursday, June 24,
and will end on Friday, August 6.

The programs are under the di-
rection of Kevin Ewing, Execu-
tive Director and Tom Baylock,
Assistant Director. The staff con-
sists of the following individuals:
LaGrande Park Michelle Tobier-
Supervisor Amanda Wells Lauren
Bianco and Ned Kipping. The pro-
gram runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
weather permitting. The parks will
close due to rain or extreme heat.

Summer Activities: The Activi-
ties include Crafts, Tournaments,
Games, Sports, and Special events.
There are two age groups: 5-7
year olds and 8 years and up. Each
week will have different events at
the park. There is also plenty of
time for open play. Kids may come
and play different board games or
sporting events.  Each week there
will be a different theme that will
allow counselors and campers par-
ticipate in various activities.

July 12 to 16, ceramics week;
July 19 to 23, board games tour-
nament week; July 26 to 30, mis-
cellaneous games; August 2 to 6,
summer luau week.

TV 35, the Fanwood Website,
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will carry more informa-
tion for us regarding the theme
weeks.

To register, go to the park and
fill out a registration form. Regis-
tration is open to all Fanwood and
Scotch Plains residents. There is a
$5 registration fee.

Fanwood Soccer Camp: The
Fanwood Soccer Camp is run by
David Moser, Assistant Varsity
Soccer Coach New Providence
High School. The camp concen-
trates on the basics. Campers must

be between 5 and 10 years old.
The remaining week is August 9
to 13 from 9 a.m. until noon. For
brochures, please email
fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com
or call (908) 451-5123.

Fanwood Baseball Camp: The
Fanwood Baseball Camp is an in-
structional program run by Tom
Baylock, a teacher in SPF High
School and the Varsity Coach of
the baseball team. The last week
is July 26 to 30 for Kindergarten
to fifth grade from 9 a.m. until
noon. For more information,
please call (908) 964-0639.

Fanwood Tennis Camp: The
camp is run by Brian Maloney, a
tennis pro who lives in Fanwood.
His experience is extraordinary.
The weeks and times vary. For
more information, please call
(908) 322-5877.

Basketball Camp: (AKA Raid-
ers Basketball Camp) The camp is
run by the SP-FHS varsity basket-
ball coaches. The remaining camp
will run July 19 to 23. For more
information, please call (908) 889-
2080 or (908) 964-0639

Fanwood goes to Hollywood:
Summer Movies at LaGrande Park
will be held on Tuesdays at dusk.
The rain date will be the follow-
ing night. The remaining movies
are: July 20– Lion King 1 1/2; July
27–Cheaper By The Dozen; Au-
gust 3–Brother Bear; August 10–
Kangaroo Jack; August 17–Kim
Possible.

Refreshments will be available
courtesy of the Fanwood Junior
Womens Club.

Please bring small beach chairs
or blankets to sit on for the mov-
ies.

PLEASE REMEMBER: NO
DOGS IN THE PARK

For any questions or comments,
please call the Fanwood Recre-
ation Department at (908) 889-
2080.

make final decisions in the next two or
three months.

Plans and specifications for the new
communications tower at the south side
firehouse are nearly complete. The coun-
cil this spring approved the financing of
the new tower, which will improve com-
munications among firefighters, and it is
expected that bids for the project will be
received next month.

Two items on Mr. Atkins’ January
agenda, the proposed Special Improve-
ment District and the joint jitney ser-
vice with Fanwood, were discussed
before the council ultimately decided
not to go forward with either proposal
due to property owner opposition in the
case of the SID and financing problems
in the case of the jitney service.

state’s Department of Community
Affairs.

The next month, she appointed the
Fanwood Downtown Advisory Com-
mittee, whose function is to gather
feedback from the community, in-
cluding: residents, merchants and
property owners. The committee then
reported back to the mayor and council
and assisted them in making a decision
that includes the townspeople’s view-
points. Members of the committee in-
clude: Chairman Joe Higgins, member
of the Planning Board; Greg Cummings,
chair of the planning board; Peter
Chemidlin, president of Fanwood’s
business and professional association
(BPA) and owner of Family Investors;
Frank Constandi, owner of Frank’s Auto
Body; three Fanwood residents, Pat
Hoynes-O’Connor, April Dunleavy and
Jim Dosier; and Councilman Michael
Brennan, who serves as liaison to the
council.

Last month, the mayor and council
interviewed several consultant firms,
and hired Dave Roberts from Schoor de
Palma, an environmental planning and
engineering firm, which is currently
working together with the committee.
Mr. Roberts co-authored The New Jer-
sey Redevelopment Handbook. The
firm’s fees, as well as the supplies for
the work of the committee, will be paid
for out of the Smart Future Grant. The
function of the consultant will be “to
revisit the redevelopment plan and re-
vise it, with public input and consen-
sus,” said Mayor Mahr.

“It is important that people under-
stand that we are working off of the
original redevelopment plan, not the
plan from (the previous developer)
Landmark,” committee Chair Joe
Higgins told The Times.

The committee met twice in both
May and June and took a walking tour
of the downtown. Their efforts to gather
feedback began with handing out 150
surveys to residents attending the
Fanwood Street Fair on June 27. The
survey asked residents about their im-
pressions of the safety and image of the
borough and their general shopping
habits and preferences.

“We heard in the campaign that resi-
dents are concerned about the impact of
traffic, residential density and the mix
of retail in the new or rehabilitated
buildings,” said Mayor Mahr.

Mr. Higgins said “We also want to
respect the concerns of those living
adjacent to the redevelopment area, on
Second and La Grande Avenues.”

The committee also handed out sur-
veys to all merchants attending the
BPA’s monthly meeting on June 28,
with such questions as would the mer-
chant want to stay in the new area,
would they want more space, and would
they be willing to relocate.

“The merchants understand that
change is going to happen in the down-
town, and they want to be part of it, but
they want what their needs are to be
understood,” said Mayor Mahr. “That

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Borough Initiates Move
For Commercial Redevelopment

takes time one on one.”
Committee members will go door to

door to speak directly with merchants
at the business locations.

Next, the committee will be holding
meetings with the property owners. “We
want to be as inclusive as possible,”
said Mayor Mahr, “and we want to hear
their concerns and get their participa-
tion.”

Committee member Frank Constandi
is both a property owner and merchant
(Frank’s Auto Body). Started by his
father, the shop has been in business at
this location for 30 years. When asked
by The Times for his perspective on the
redevelopment plan, Mr. Constandi
said: “We still don’t know what is going
to happen. They are still going off that
plan. They are just going to tweak the
plan. How they’ll tweak it, I don’t know.”

Last fall, Mr. Constandi contacted
other merchants and made them aware
of the possible effects on their busi-
nesses if the plan was executed. “The
mayor has said that she wants rejuvena-
tion rather than demolishing, but I don’t
know how that will happen. If they do
demolish, they say they will do it in
stages, and (merchants) can move in to
a new space. But how many can afford
to move all their equipment, and afford
the new rent, which may be as high as a
40 percent increase?” said Mr.
Constandi.

 “Who is going to make the final
decision? It is a hard decision,” said Mr.
Constandi.

Peter Chemidlin serves on the com-
mission, as well as in the position of
president of the BPA, and is the owner
of Family Investors, a company his
father began 40 years ago. “We need to
get something done. There have been
no structural changes in the downtown,
and the buildings are in need of repair,
replacement and improvement,” said
Mr. Chemidlin.

He has heard the same concerns from
merchants as have been told to Mr.
Constandi. He encourages merchants
and property owners to use the BPA
meetings as a platform to communicate
these concerns.

Once feedback is gathered from mer-
chants and property owners, the com-
mittee will then hold community meet-
ings, where residents will be encour-
aged to attend and voice their opinions.

“It will be the committee’s responsi-
bility to advertise these meetings and to
make them as accessible as possible,”
said Mayor Mahr.

“The dates and times of meetings
will be listed in the Fanwoodian quar-
terly newsletter, in local newspapers,
on Channel 35 and on our website,” she
said. “In addition, we will use grant
money to pay for individual mailings to
notify residents.”

In the end, the mayor and council
will determine how the redevelopment
of the downtown will be handled. Once
their decision is made, a professional
planner will be hired and an official
plan will be established.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

To-Do List

SPFHS Principal Tells Pupils
 On High, Regular Honor Rolls
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Prin-
cipal Dr. David Heisey has an-
nounced the names of students
placed on the High Honor Roll and
Regular Honor Roll for the Fourth
Marking Period of the 2003-2004
academic year.

To qualify for High Honor Roll,
students must received straight “A”s
if he/she is taking four or five sub-
jects, or at least five “A”s and a maxi-
mum of one “B.”

Regular Honor Roll distinction is
achieved by students who earn no mark
less than a “B” and at least three “A”s.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
43 FRESHMEN

Yeershati Ahati Melissa Kliesch
Courtney Berger Jessica Lieberman
Lisa Bloom Joy Lucey
Kendall Boyda Kirsten Mandala
Cathleen Carr Lauren Messina
Alex Cvetovich Julie Meurer
Grant Darwin Kimberly Molnar
Karina De Mair Poojaben Patel
Christina Defeo Christopher Rau
Annie Dong Heather Rodriguez
Morgan Finkel Maetal Rozenberg
Daisy Fung Alexandra Sebolao
Brittany Fusillo Tovi Spero
Jennifer Gaglioti Stacey Tanguy
Damian Gibbs Stephen Wallden
Genevieve Gilroy Eric Wasserman
Mitchell Gorbunoff Kenneth Wasserman
Helen Han Lauren Weissbrod
Allison Hoynes-O’Connor Kimberly Wellinger
Magda Isack Arianna Williams
Catherine Kaiserman Allison Zazzali

Jason Zelesnik

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
89 FRESHMEN

Lauryn Adams Christopher Lacko
Kimberlee Appezzato Stephen Lamore
Kristen Barry Rachel Levy
Gregory Bayard Jillian Lusk
Samantha Bendik Kathryn Magalhaes
Gabrielle Berman Amanda Makowski
Shyam Bhojani Emily Mankoff
Peter Bistis Simone March
Amanda Bobyack Stacy Marr
Sarah Boruch Patrick McGuinness
Katherine Buro Michael Miller
Colin Campbell Nikki Moses
Samantha Carow Colin Moynihan
Ana Castillo Zoe Nelson
Diana Chaves Talia Nudell
Nikolai Chowdhury Jonathan Parisi
Andrew Cohen Christopher Pflaum
Inbar Cohen Jeffrey Pober
Marissa Crawford Portia Price
Laurel Devlin Anthony Ricci
Aileen Drum Liana Rivera
Jessica Estriplet Christopher Rodriguez
Matthew Flood Andrea Rosko
Kelly Frazee Fiorella Rotondi
Alexandra Garber Kyle Rowbotham
Jason Giamboi Melissa Rupnarain
Michael Goland James Sacca
Casey Griffin Lucas Saenzdeviteri
Christina Guibas Stephanie Santiago
Andrew Haggan Marykathryn Schiller
Elizabeth Halpin Laurynn Scholar
Dana Hankin Bari Schwarz
Matthew Huether Michael Sherman
Ashley Jacobi Amanda Shukla
Steven Jacobus Andre Smith
Austin Jefferson Angela Smith
Cristin Joy Kathrine Stamler
Brittany Kane Ian Starker
Eric Kaufman Megan Swick
Shirley Kim Erin Voelker
David Kopylov Jaren Whitfield
Maggie Kosciolek Tiffany Wong
Alexander Kuhn Lauren Wright
Colleen La Forge Caleb Zimmerman

Jennifer Zimmermann

HIGH HONOR ROLL
36 SOPHOMORES

James Alfano David Ginsberg
Saif Alzoobaee Andrew Goldberg
Cheryl Beqaj Keila Guzman
Faye Bi Kristen Henkels
Michael Bonacum Gary Herzberg
Elizabeth Bourchtein Catherine Jahn
Kara Brass Meaghan Kelly
Daniel Bugg Melissa Koerner
Courtney Burke Matthew Linsenberg
Cleo Chou Rebecca McGuire
Deirdre Clark Ian McNally
Neil Dalal Raunaq Palejwala
Carolyn Di Prospero Danielle Porter
Aaron Doliber Amira Selim
Briana Falco Barry Shapiro
Joseph Fallon Stacey Subbie
Dennis Fitzpatrick Katherine Van Haasteren
Andrew Gibson Katerina Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
59 SOPHOMORES

Allison Abbott Jeremy Grau
Claudia Ahiabor Joshua Green
Jennifer Bauer Jonathan Greenspan
Marisa Bianco Julie Hyman
Sarah Boffa Daniel Ingram
Justine Brown Joseph Jacobi
Gregory Bruno Kelli Kaskiw
Robert Burke, Jr. Loni Kaye
Michele Calvo Kristen Kersey
Julianne Carman Caroline Lazur
Joseph Cepparulo Jessica Levine
Derrick Chen Andrew Lipstein
Yvonne Chen Julie Madan
Kayla Cicalese David Mecca

Erin Crawford Hallie Mintz
Jack Davis Troy Morgan
Robert Dawson Jeffrey Mullen
Joshua Decker Devang Patel
Caitlin Delaney Edward Ragan
Brian Dickey Chelsea Rowe
Megan Domenick Thomas Ruggieri
Kelly Dougher Katherine Schreiber
Caitlin Driscoll Leah Siegal
Michelle Dsurney Sam Tepper
Danielle Egan Emily Wallden
Gabrielle Falco Westley Waller
Matthew Ferrara Colin Weber
Matthew Fleissner Matthew Wetlesen
Brian Glassett Andrew Wong

Joshua Zinman

HIGH HONOR ROLL
32 JUNIORS

Robert Bethea Nora Lacko
Matthew Bonasia Luke Makowski
Aliza Burns Jennifer Marcketta
Elise De Vries Vanessa Okoro
Daniel Deegan Jamie Quale
David Demair Lawrence Rhodes
Rachel Dolgin Sean Robinson
Elizabeth Elko William Rollins
Marc Fabiano Joanna Rosenberg
Jeannette Franzone Justin Rowinsky
Alexandra Fredas Anthony Saraceno
Kerry Gander Mary Shashaty
Johanna Ghabour Brittany Speer
Nora Isack Eric Stuppler
Stephanie King Jennifer Villas
Rebecca Koransky Katie Zaleski

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
76 JUNIORS

Eric Ajuluchukwu Jason Krueger
William Albizati Caroline L’Heureux
Leroy Anglin Daniel La Forge
Lisa Bereznak Yuney Lio
Daniel Birnbaum Andrew Lobrace
Krystina Byron Jonathan Lorenzini
Matthew Capodicasa Ryan Lynch
Kaitlin Carman John Maloney
Joscelyn Chang John Mangan
Jaclyn Costa Marissa Mastroianni
Elizabeth De Cataldo Luis Mata
Jacqueline De John Kelly McManus
Christine De Luca Sean McNelis
Alexa Di Giorgio Kaitlyn Meredith
Anthony Ferrante Stephen Mineo
Christopher Finan Feyisola Ogunfemi
Corey Fineman Jasmine Pagan
Kelsey Foy Michael Paraboschi
Erin Gallagher Sarah Quale
Jennifer Gawryluk David Rabess
Ariel Gershman David Rappaport
Christine Gillie Alyssa Robak
Octavia Gomes Christina Roth
Rachel Goor Jessica Roth
Gerald Halloran Jeremy Sanders
Matthew Hassett Sarah Schwartz
David Hauptman Samuel Slaugh
Laura Henderson Sean Smith
Abraham Hiatt Jennifer Spiegel
Denise Horn Michelle Swick
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor Ryan Thompson
Christopher Huether Mai Trinh
Renee Jennings Heather Vitollo
Daniel Kaiserman Amanda Walker
Steven Kazmierkiewic Brendan Weber
Aaron Klemow Carly Wells
Hillary Klimowicz Laura Yi
Jessica Knierim Raheel Zubair

HIGH HONOR ROLL
55 SENIORS

Flora Alexander Nathan Parker
Ricardo Arocha Kristopher Piccola
Ryan Aspell Scott Pober
Kathryn Bantz Varun Ponmudi
Steven Barthe Matthew Powers
Sara Beckerman Christopher Russo
Erica Bloom Allyson Salisbury
Kristen Bover Barie Salmon
Jessica Cavanaugh Tracy Salmon
Alyson Di Fiore Juliana Sams
Caryn Feder Jeanne Schneider
Dani Finkel Victoria Shelus
Robert Fusco Danielle Stanley
Kristi Gayara Christine Sullivan
Roseann Ghabour Erin Sullivan
Hannah Greenspan Stephen Tavares
Lauren Haertlein Dustin Tenenbaum
David Harris Michael Thompson
Michael Hessemer Steven Thompson
Ashley Jones Adriana Toro
Cheryl Kaplun Jaclyn Tumolo
Timothy Karis Nancy Twu
Jessica Kim Jonathan Wagner
Daniel Metzger Christopher Wallden
Amanda Miller Talia Weinberg
Catherine Milligan Matthew Wellinger
Jessie Montllor Sara Woods

Kathryn Zinman

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
50 SENIORS

Kathryn Anaczkowski Kyla Mendes
Nina Baker Andrea Meyer
Danielle Bartley Deryck Middleton
Andre Baruch Chelsea Mintz
Kerolos Bernaba Meridane Nitro
Travis Boff Hyojin Park
Judith Brown Joshua Parker
Daniel Chase Rajalben Patel
Lauren Conway Kristopher Piccola
Nicholas Ellis Joseph Ruggiero
Ronald Ferrara Rosanna Ryskasen
Pedro Florentin Erica Schwarz
Amanda Frank Theodore Sensor
Hoi Yan Fung Tara Shashaty
Corey Gegner Elaine Shea
Irisa Grimes Michael Sodomora
Ilya Laksin Benjamin Solomon
Joshua Liss Marissa Taveras
Karen Lucey Landzy Theodore
Joseph Malchow Camille Tiangco
Laura Manziano Courtney Veeck
Jenna Marionni Michael Walsh
Robert Maroney Allison Williams
Christa Marvelli Amanda Williams
Zachary McGuire Richard Zebleckas, Jr.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
TAKING A REST...Angela took a rest to listen to the band Good Question as they
entertained on Park Avenue in downtown Scotch Plains on Saturday.

Horace R. Corbin for TheTimes
ALL WET...Children in Mountainside enjoyed the giant sprinkler of the fire hose
at the Mountainside Fire Department’s Wetdown on Saturday. The celebration
was held to dedicate the department’s new fire truck.

GRANT WINNER…Scotch Plains
resident Kristi Gayara will attend
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s (FDU)
College at Florham Campus in Madi-
son this fall. The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John Gayara of Scotch Plains,
she is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. She has also
been awarded a Colonel Fairleigh S.
Dickinson Scholarship. This award is
granted to a select group of incoming
students based on their academic
record and co-curricular accomplish-
ments as well as an on-campus inter-
view with an FDU faculty member.

woman Donna Dolce, who sits on the
Administration and Finance Committee,
summarized several figures. She reported
that revenue has increased by $480,763,
to $6.9 million. The tax levy was reduced
by $391,585; therefore the increase seen
on this year’s tax bill will be 1.4 percent,
or an average of $16 per household.

A resolution was passed authorizing a
tax anticipation note, which would allow
Mr. Tompkins to borrow money if neces-
sary to pay the borough’s bills. Council-
man Stuart Kline asked if the money was
needed right now, and the probability of
it being necessary. Mr. Tompkins stated
that it is not needed immediately; how-
ever it must be in place in case the need
arises. “We don’t intend to have to do this.
We are trying to avoid it at all costs,” he
stated. If money was borrowed, it would
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FW Mayor Mahr Tells Receipt
Of $250,000 Extraordinary Aid

be for a short length of time, between one
and three months maximum, and at a low
2 percent interest rate. He went on to
explain that the borough has asked the
Board of Education if they will allow
deferment of the $1.4 million per month
that Fanwood pays them. The board will
let Mr. Tompkins know if they are able to
do this, or if a statute prohibits it.

Expenses for the Fanwood municipal
court have been increasing because other
municipalities, such as Roselle Park, use
the venue for their sessions as well. Mr.
Tompkins spoke with the county, and was
told that Fanwood is required to allow this
to occur. However he also discovered that
borough should be receiving reimburse-
ments from the municipalities that use the
court. Roselle Park and Linfield have
been sent bills for cases totaling $3,500.
Also, Mr. Tompkins is finding out if de-
fendants should be required to pay for
their own translators in court, rather than
the borough paying this cost.

In other business, a lengthy discus-
sion was held regarding a resolution
supporting a Constitutional Convention
for tax relief. The League of Municipali-
ties has requested Fanwood’s support of
this issue. “The legislators probably
won’t do anything unless we tell them
that we do want a Constitutional Con-
vention on the ballot in some year,” said
Council President Katherine Mitchell.
Councilman Andrew Calamaras felt that
there needed to be a specific time frame in
the request, and several other council
members agreed. Borough Attorney Den-
nis Estes explained that the soonest that
delegates could be elected is November
2005, and it was decided that the phrase
“no later than December 31, 2006” would
be included in the request for a conven-
tion date.

Cool Off With the Best
Summer Read in Town:

www.goleader.com


