
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, July 15, 2004 Page 7

Religion Helped to Form Foundation
For Democracy We All Enjoy Today

Families Are Invited to Attend
Vacation Bible Camp Event

By RABBI GEORGE NUDELL

They held some truths to be self-
evident, and we are the richer for it.
With bold and revolutionary strokes,
our Founding Fathers set our nation
on a radically new path, the path of
democracy. They asserted that rulers
derived their authority from the con-
sent of the governed, not from a
privileged class of nobles, not from
a power-hungry tyrant, nor from a
judgmental religious leader.

Our Founding Fathers trusted that
people had the right to rule them-
selves. They were suspicious of
kings, weary of tyrants, and skepti-
cal about religious authorities who
all too often sponsored persecution,
and not love and tolerance.

That is not to say that our Found-
ing Fathers were men devoid of reli-
gion or spiritual feelings. Listen to
their words: “that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights.” Why speak of a
Creator unless you have an underly-
ing belief in God?

The Founding Fathers, and
Jefferson in particular, did not make
up this brilliant stuff, nor did they
simply borrow it from radical French
philosophers. They believed it with
a sense of faith that we find in reli-
gious people. They believed that the
Creator (and note how careful they
were not to name this Deity!) had a
compassionate will, one that en-
dowed human creation with liberty.

Among those liberties was the right
to choose one’s own faith, and not
have the government authorize what
one must believe, or how one must
worship, or even if one must wor-
ship.

The Founding Fathers believed in
freedom of religion, but not neces-
sarily freedom from religion. They
knew that religion was essentially a
good thing, but saw that power hun-
gry leaders with limited vision had
often perverted its inherent good-
ness.

They sensed that religion should
play a role in democracy, to be a
source for basic values and the inspi-

ration to reach for them. Many of the
time honored values we find in the
Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution come from the Bible,
including our passion for justice
(Deuteronomy 16:20, Justice, Jus-
tice shall you pursue) and our sense
of equality under the law, (Numbers
15:16, There shall be but one law
and one judgment for you and the
stranger who lives among you).

People of faith have continued to
pursue these values, even expanding
on the original vision of the Found-
ing Fathers. To be fair, the authors of
liberty did not entirely trust all of the
people to govern wisely. They estab-
lished the Electoral College and our
representative style of government
because they wanted only the best
educated and most invested citizens
to make the big decisions of govern-
ment.

It took more than a century for the
rights of the Constitution to be ex-
tended to all races and for the vote to
be granted to women. It took almost
two centuries to guarantee the vot-
ing rights of the poor. Who led the
fight for these disenfranchised folk?
It was often people of faith, whose
beliefs led them to affirm that all
people were created equal, and that
the Creator had endowed us all with
the same rights.

There is a place for religion in
democracy, even in a land that sepa-
rates religion from state. Religion
challenges us to measure the path we
have taken in life, to see if we have
deviated from the founding values
we still hold dear.

Religion implores us to build a
better, ever more just community. It
inspires us to protect the liberty we
enjoy, and to safeguard that we all
get to enjoy it. As we honor our
Founding Fathers for holding cer-
tain truths to be self evident, let us
also praise the Creator, for having
endowed us with these gifts.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Nudell is the spiritual leader

of Congregation Beth Israel, located
at 18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Terrill
Road Baptist Church, located at 1340
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains, will hold
a Vacation Bible Camp Open House on
Sunday, July 25, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Attendees will have an opportunity
to meet the staff, register and visit
various decorated rooms the children
will use for Bible study, crafts, music,
games and snacks during the free
week of camp that will be held the
first week of August.

All children age two up to those who
have completed fifth grade are invited to
register and attend the camp, which will
be offered Monday through Friday, Au-
gust 2 to 6, from 9 a.m. to noon each day.

This year’s program, “Rickshaw
Rally – a Race to the Son!,” is de-
scribed as a fun-filled imaginary jour-
ney to the Far East, with various chal-
lenges along the way.

The children will envision themselves
dashing through Tokyo, climbing
Mount Fuji, diving for pearls in the Sea
of Japan and traveling on high-speed

trains past rice fields and cherry trees.
Challenges for older children will

include Son Games with the Extreme
Team and exploring Lava Lava Island.

Individuals may register for “Rick-
shaw Rally” at the Open House or by
calling Cheryl Monday through Friday
until 2 p.m. at (908) 322-7151. Regis-
tration will close on Sunday, July 25.

‘Encounters’ Group to Explore
‘Faith to Go Through the Roof’

Red Cross Chapter to Hold
Babysitter Training Classes

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
next “Life-Transforming Encounters
With Jesus” program at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains, participants will study “A Faith
Willing to Go Through the Roof”
(Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26).

This session, the third in a series,
will be held on Wednesday, July 21,
from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursday, July
22, from 10 to 11:55 a.m. in Alexander
Hall. The Reverend George Betz, In-
terim Pastor, will be the instructor.

This study will focus on the Bibli-
cal story of how four men came up
with a unique solution to enable their
paralyzed friend to get through a
crowd to see Jesus, and will also
explore what ordinary people, then
and now, need in order to be healed in
mind, body, spirit or relationship.

Each week’s study will be self-

contained, so individuals are wel-
come to attend one or all studies. The
Wednesday and Thursday sessions
will have identical content, although
discussions will vary based on ques-
tions and group participation.

This summer “Work in the Word”
program will continue weekly through
August 25 and 26. Materials will be
available for everyone. The Willow
Grove Church is located at 1961
Raritan Road.

There will be light refreshments,
and babysitting will be available if
requested by the morning prior to the
study. All are invited to attend.

For more information, please call
the church office during morning
hours, Monday through Friday, at
(908) 232-5678, send an e-mail to
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc. WESTFIELD — The Westfield/

Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will host a “Babysitter’s
Training” course for those ages 11 to
15 four times during the summer.

The course will be held on two
Saturdays, July 17 and again August
7, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. A
two-day training class will be offered

on Tuesday and Wednesday, July 27
and 28, from 9:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Another class will take place on
Wednesday and Thursday, August 18
and 19, from 6 to 9:15 p.m.

All classes will be held at the Chap-
ter House, located at 321 Elm Street
in Westfield, and will emphasize the
importance of being a safe and re-
sponsible babysitter.

Among the topics covered will be
age appropriate activities; handling
emergencies; keeping everyone safe
inside and outside of the home; mak-
ing good decisions; basic child and
infant care (feeding, diapering, burp-
ing infants); breathing emergencies
(choking) and basic first aid.

Space is limited and pre-registra-
tion is required. Each participant will
receive a small first aid kit and a
babysitter’s handbook. Interested in-
dividuals may call the chapter at (908)
232-7090 or e-mail Linda at
johnsonl@crossnet.org.

For information on additional
health and safety courses, please visit
the chapter’s new website at
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

D E E G A N

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

THE ONLY ATTORNEY

INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

2281 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-233-5800

A QUILT FULL OF LOVE…Janet Hrindo’s Needlework class at the Westfield
Summer Workshop recently created a quilt to be donated to Project Linus, a
national organization that collects hand-made, washable blankets and quilts
created by volunteers.  The blankets are then donated to hospitalized children.
The students, pictured left to right, are:  Olivia Mobarakai of Westfield, Danielle
Karacsony of Scotch Plains, Sophia Goldschmidt of Westfield and Caroline
Keane of Scotch Plains.

Luncheon to be Held
About NAAR Walk

COUNTY – Walk Far for NAAR
has announced that an Autism Walk
Kick-off Luncheon will be held on
Thursday, July 29, from 12:30 to 2
p.m. at the Crowne Plaza, located at
36 Valley Road in Clark.

The walk is scheduled for Sunday,
October 17, at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. All proceeds will benefit
the NAAR (National Alliance for Au-
tism Research).

The luncheon is a free, informational
meeting for those interested in learning
about and supporting the NAAR. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to call (888)
777-6227, extension no. 15.

Torah Center to Conduct
Lectures, Reading Course

WESTFIELD — The Union County
Torah Center in Westfield will present
four lectures on “Jewish Customs” as
part of its summer session of the Jewish
Literacy Program. In addition, there will
be a seven-week Hebrew Reading course.

Participants will learn the history
and reasons behind Jewish customs
and the significance they play in the
traditions practiced by Jewish people.

The first lecture, entitled “Shabbat
Customs,” will take place on Wednes-
day, July 21, at 7:30 p.m. at the Torah
Center, located at 418 Central Av-

enue. Rabbi Mitchell Bomrind will
be the instructor. There is a $10 sug-
gested donation for each lecture.

The Hebrew Reading course will
start on Tuesday, July 20, at 7:30 p.m.
and continue for seven consecutive
weeks, with the exception of July 27,
which is Tisha B’Av.

Rabbi Noam Lichtman will be the
instructor for the program. The fee
for the course is $50. For more infor-
mation and to confirm plans to at-
tend, please call the center at (908)
789-5252.

The Arc of Union County
Plans Fall 2004 Golf Classic
AREA – The Arc of Union County,

Inc. has scheduled the annual Fall
Arc Golf Classic 2004 for Thursday,
September 30, at the Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Proceeds will benefit the array of
family support programs and services
of The Arc of Union County. Regis-
tration will begin at 10 a.m., followed
by brunch at 11 a.m. and a modified
shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. A cocktail
reception is scheduled to begin after
play ends at 5:30 p.m., followed by
the annual dinner and awards presen-
tation.

Since 1949, The Arc of Union
County has served over 750 individu-
als and families each year, and con-
tinues to provide programs and ser-
vices to individuals of all ages with
developmental disabilities and their
families throughout Union County.

This year, The Arc of Union County
is celebrating 55 years of services
and programs in the County of Union.
The Arc of Union County, Inc. is a
501(c) (3) non-profit, non-sectarian,

membership based organization. It  is
CARF Accredited and is affiliated
with both The Arc of New Jersey and
The Arc of the United States.

Among the accomplishments of the
The Arc of Union County, Inc. during
the past year are increased enroll-
ment and growth at The Arc Bright
Beginnings Child Development Cen-
ter in Cranford and The Arc Kohler
School in Mountainside; national
CARF accreditation of the Vocational
Services program, and a significant
increase in the transitional program
“School to Career” for young adoles-
cents.

For additional information regard-
ing The Arc Golf Classic registration
or sponsorship opportunities, please
call the Office of Resource Develop-
ment and Community Outreach at
(908) 754-7422 or (908) 754-7826.

Interested individuals may also
send an e-mail  to
poneill@arcunion.org for this event,
or visit www.arcunion.org on the
Internet for a calendar of special
events and monthly news updates.

Ketubah Unit Sets Date
For Annual Barbecue
SCOTCH PLAINS — The B’nai

B’rith Ketubah Married Couples Unit
(40+) will hold its annual barbecue
on Sunday, July 25, at 1 p.m. at a
member’s home in Scotch Plains. The
food will be kosher.

The cost is $25 per member couple,
and $28 per non-member couple. If a
non-member joins Ketubah Unit at
the barbecue, they can attend the event
for free. Interested individuals are
asked to call Elaine by Friday, July
23, at (908) 232-0062.

Sweepstakes Underway to Help
Care For Homeless Animals

COUNTY – People for Animals, a
non-profit animal welfare organiza-
tion, is sponsoring its annual Sweep-
stakes to benefit homeless pets. All
proceeds will be used to purchase
food and obtain veterinary care for
homeless cats and dogs.

The prize is a $500 merchandise
gift certificate to any Simon Mall.
Simon Malls in the area include the
Menlo Park Mall and the Livingston
Mall. A $1 donation is requested for
each ticket.

Tickets for the event, which has
authorization from the state Legal-
ized Games of Chance Commission,
must be ordered by Friday, October

15. The drawing will take place on
Saturday, November 6.

To order tickets for personal use or
to sell tickets, please call (908) 964-
6887 and dial extension no. 312. In-
dividuals are asked to leave their name
and telephone number, and a volun-
teer will return the call.

Spay/neuter procedures for cats and
dogs are available at the People for
Animals Low Cost Spay/Neuter
Clinic, located at 433 Hillside Av-
enue in Hillside. The service, which
includes rabies and distemper vacci-
nations, cost $40 to $60. For informa-
tion and directions, please call (908)
964-6887.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will offer Pet First
Aid classes this summer.  The course
will be held twice, once on Friday,
July 23, and again on Friday, August
13.  Both classes will run from 6 to
9:30 p.m.

The American Red Cross Pet First
Aid course was created in conjunc-
tion with the Humane Society of the
United States.

Participants will learn how to keep
their pets safe and how to effectively
handle an emergency until a cat or
dog can reach a veterinarian.

Among the topics will be proper
emergency procedures, rescue

breathing, emergencies and prob-
lems requiring immediate attention
and putting a pet first aid kit to-
gether.  Students will be able to prac-
tice the skills they learn on animal
manikins.

Pre-registration is required and each
participant will receive a Pet First Aid
textbook.  Classes will be held at the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
House, 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

For more information or to regis-
ter, please call the chapter at (908)
232-7090 or send an e-mail to
johnsonl@crossnet.org. Further in-
formation on the chapter and/or its
courses is available on the Internet at
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

Red Cross Chapter Posts
Classes in Pet First Aid


