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Letters to the Editor
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WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?

By Mary Alyce Torpy
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lake Titicaca, Peru

Editor’s Note: Mary Alyce of
Cranford is known in the area from
her days as a bartender at the Jolly
Trolley in Westfield. She is reporting
on her current solo adventures in
South America. See photograph on
page 5.

*****
Well, originally I planned to make

my way from Ecuador, through Peru,
into Bolivia and hit my final destina-
tion at the bottom of Chile. Of course
I figured I could do the vast majority
of this via chicken buses. I made it 34
hours by bus from Ecuador, before
jumping ship and swearing I would
never do something like that again! I
would sooner canoe down the Ama-
zon.

A few hours from Lima, I made my
way to the Ballestes Islands, better
known as ‘The Poor Man’s
Galapagos’ (quite appropriate for my
three month budget). For a mere $7
U.S. you can get a boat tour of the
islands which are covered in sea li-
ons, penguins, flamingos, and the
notorious ‘booby birds’. On a lucky
day you even see a few whales!

Further south, the weather started
to get colder in Lake Titicaca. Lodg-
ing in the area averaged between $10
to $15 U.S. (expensive little tourist
traps), but I soon found out that their
idea of hot water and my idea of hot
water were quite different. From there

you can take a boat out to see the
Uros, an indigenous population who
maintain their traditional life on the
floating islands. Everything has been
constructed from woven reeds (boats,
houses, islands!) It was absolutely
breath taking. As amazing as it was, I
could not even imagine having such
‘tight knit’ life style – and they don’t
even vote each other off the island!
How crazy is that?

One last thing that I would like to
share with everyone, the vast majority
of whom could not live without a cell
phone (including myself). I was sur-
prised to see that Bolivia has caught
onto the cell phone trend, but in a way
a little different from New Jersey. Not
many people actually own the cell
phones, but they rent them as they are
walking down the street. You don’t
have to be in Lapaz for two minutes
before you see hundreds of cell phone
employees walking down the streets
with green vests and cell phones
chained to their wrists! Imagine run-
ning late for the train to work, grab-
bing a man in a green vest and using
his ‘phone on a chain’ as he runs down
the street next to you!  Priceless.

Well, I will try and drop a line from
the next stop. I changed my mind
about heading south to Chile, it was
far too cold. I should be in Venezuela
by the end of the week. Studying
Spanish in a hammock of course.

WHS Ice Hockey Team
 Thanks Family Skate

Night Supporters
The families and members of the

Westfield High School Ice Hockey Asso-
ciation (WHSIHA) would like to thank
the members of community who attended
the family skate nights held at the
Westfield Armory this spring.

The WHSIHA would also like to thank
Bruce Kaufman and Traci Kastner from
the Westfield Recreation Department, The
Westfield Leader, Lori Korecky from the
Westfield Board of Education and the
principals from the local schools for ef-
forts to publicize the evenings and Paul
Rios from the Westfield Armory for his
assistance in arranging and supervising
the evenings.

During the weeks of July 19 and July
26, members of the 2004 - 2005 Westfield
High School Ice Hockey team will volun-
teer their time as counselors for the
Westfield Recreation Department Sum-
mer Roller Hockey clinics at Tamaques
Park to help the youth of Westfield im-
prove their hockey skills.

On behalf of the WHSIHA thank you
for your support and have a nice summer.

Tom Madaras
President

Resident Credits Detective Chambers
As His Daughter’s Guardian Angel

Well another school year has gone by
and I’m sure many parents’ prayers have
been answered and their households will
never be the same again. After 12 years of
joy, pain, frustration, jubilation, aggrava-
tion, finally culmination. My life was af-
fected by all those emotions, especially
after weathering the storm of being a single
dad and nurturing a daughter from one
week old until her graduation this June.

After 17 years of all the above emo-
tions, she has fulfilled one of the most
rewarding chapters of her life and mine.
Graduation is history and now she is
presently exploring all the various possi-
bilities that the educational system has
prepared her for.

To get to this accomplishment there
were many individuals that helped to make
this transition possible. I would be remiss
in my attempt to do so. However, regret-
fully, I must narrow my accolades down
to a special few namely; her pastor and
congregation at Bethel Baptist Church,
all the administrators and staff at Westfield
High School, the executive director and
administrative assistant of the Westfield
Senior Housing (Thank you! You have
fulfilled a void in my daughter’s life-
you’ve been great as extended moms to
her), to my neighbors and friends who
were always there with words of encour-
agement and a helping hand. Thank you
for your kindness and generosity.

Finally, during my daughter’s last year
in school she went through some very
hard and stressful times. Suddenly, a
guardian angel appeared on the scene.
After my daughter reached her 16th birth-
day, boredom set in she wanted a job- she
filled out numerous applications- nothing
materialized. This angel appeared and
my daughter got a job the same day. She
worked very well for several months. She
became sick and disoriented. The angel
again appeared on the scene, assisted in
locating my daughter, accompanied her
to the hospital and made sure she received
the best of care. What would we do with-
out angels?

This angel reached out and enlisted the
support from another ‘angel.’ This angel

was Police Officer Bernel Harrison of
Plainfield, a real bona fide ‘officer and a
gentleman.’

My daughter’s guardian angel is
Westfield Police Detective Sandra Cham-
bers. She chauffeured my daughter
Matilda and Officer Bernel to the prom.

Detective Chambers we love you for
your humanitarianism (I realize that comes
from the spirit and the Creator). We know
that’s not taught- that’s a special gift. My
daughter and I believe you are deserved
the “Officer of the Year Award.”

Many blessings to a distinguished friend
and a credit to law enforcement.

Black Eagle Gwathmey
Westfield

Command Sergeant Major Parisi
Tells His Story...of Combat Support

By COMMAND SGT. MAJ. NICOLINO PARISI
67th Signal Battalion

Publisher’s Note: Forwarded by an e-
mail to his friend, Command Sergeant
Major Nicolino Parisi of Westfield tells
his story. See photograph on Page 5.

“Mark,…I should be going on leave
the end of August. I would like to see you,
maybe share a meal or something. I will
probably be in New Jersey for a few
days…Here goes an article that was writ-
ten in the Signal newspaper at Fort Gor-
don, GA….I wish I could get this in the
Westfield paper, I know my parents, Home
Boys would be proud…

Love You Bro, Nicolino”
*****
SIGNAL — I am proud of all the sol-

diers and airmen assigned or attached to
the 67th Signal Battalion during Opera-
tions Iraqi and Enduring Freedom (OIF 2)
and OEF 4, 2004. They have performed
their duties in an extraordinary manner. It
has been an honor and privilege to serve
with these great Americans.

The road was not an easy one. This
deployment has been one of the most
challenging and rewarding times of my
military career. Our unit’s motto is “Rapid,
flexible, reliable.”

We have demonstrated our motto time
and time again. We have accomplished
many missions and tasks, often times on
short notice, with changing conditions.

As the battalion command sergeant
major, I have been able to watch our great
accomplishments unfold and have gotten
to share in the satisfaction of accomplish-
ing many tough missions “on time” and to
the standard required.

All of the events that took place during
all phases of OIF 2 and OEF 4 were a
success because of the leadership and
accomplishments of the outstanding sol-
diers of this battalion.

The courage, determination, selfless
service and team cohesion has been abso-
lutely incredible.

We are the most dispersed signal unit
deployed supporting Operations Iraqi and
Enduring Freedom simultaneously.

Soldiers provided outstanding com-

munications and combat service support
— from Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Iraq,
while deployed to Camp New York and
Camp Doha Kuwait, Camp Bucca, Basrah,
Balad, Adder, Cedar, Victory, Tikrit and
Kirkuk in Iraq, and Kandahar, Bagram,
Kabul and Karshikahnabad in Afghani-
stan and Uzbekistan.

TF-67 quickly became a combat mul-
tiplier and performed beyond what was
expected in every location.

Our success is largely attributed to the
outstanding support that we received from
the rear detachment, our families, friends
and both the 7th and 93rd Signal Bri-
gades.

I thank God for our loved ones and I am
grateful to them for the sacrifices they
have endured during this deployment.

The magnificent soldiers and airmen
of TF-67 could not have possibly mus-
tered the strength and focus that carried
them throughout this mission without the
love, caring and support they received
from home. It is with great pride and
reverence that you are also recognized for
the hardships you had to bear and your
unselfish contributions to our nation.

Winston Churchill said of duty: “We
give thanks to God for the noblest of all
his blessings, the sense that we had done
our duty.”

Whether you are a church-going indi-
vidual or not, you can appreciate and find
truth in this statement.

The greatest of all his blessings is when
we as soldiers perform any task that we
are given, regardless of how complex.
The driving force behind our accomplish-
ment of the task is our devotion to duty.
And afterward, as we reflect on what we
have accomplished, we should be proud,
confident and thankful because we have
done extremely well.

I am in awe every day at the soldiers of
this command. The sense of duty in this
battalion is enormous. The soldiers in this
unit and the 235th have performed the
most miraculous tasks in the name of duty
and should hold their heads high and feel
good about themselves for the accom-
plishment of their duty.

I am extremely proud of them.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help
www.goleader.com/presskit

www.goleader.com/classifieds

WF Psychologist
Thinks There Is Great
Pressure on Students
I am writing to support Kathleen Hull’s

letter of July 1. In addition, the pressure
our students feel is greatly magnified by
what happens in the classrooms in the
intermediate and high schools. Especially
in the honors and higher-level classes,
there is great pressure to cover a huge
amount of material.

Students are required to memorize vol-
umes of facts rather than having the op-
portunity to think about how what they
are learning affects their lives. As a result,
very little if any of it is meaningful to
them, which makes them bored, angry,
disaffected, and anxious.

Rather than competing to learn, to find
out, to be able to make things happen,
they are reduced to seeing who can memo-
rize the most meaningless material.

High substance abuse is one conse-
quence; depression, anxiety, and giving
up are some others. Perhaps most worri-
some to parents, our students rarely ap-
proach college admissions officers ready
to talk about anything they are excited
about learning in college, and that results
in fewer high-status admissions than we
should have.

I think it is a travesty that our commu-
nity, with such wonderful kids, subjects
them to schooling that breaks them rather
than empowering and exciting them.

Judith Dederick, Ph.D.
Westfield
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Delacrimation – Wateriness of the

eyes
2. Turpitude – Baseness; vileness
3. Teil – The lime tree
4. Landloping – A vagabond

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CROUPADE
1. A basin with a drain, near the altar of

a church, for the disposal of holy water
2. A leap in which a horse pulls his hind

legs up under his belly
3. A nightgown
4. A thrusting forward; a lunging

YAFFLE
1. An armful or handful
2. Scatter; disperse
3. To move in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Putrid; foul-smelling

SCOPATE
1. Grooved or rutty
2. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Having a covering of bristly hairs

GRAUPEL
1. Living by begging or stealing
2. To delude by flattery
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. To rub or grind

SPFHS Project
Graduation 2004

Thanks Community
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School PTA hosted Project Graduation
2004, a fantastic fun-filled all night cel-
ebration for all graduating seniors on
Tuesday June 22. The PTA sponsors this
event annually to provide a final social
event for the entire senior class-before
they head off to college, trade school or
work-in a safe, alcohol and drug free
environment on what is statistically the
most dangerous night of the year for high
school students.

The event is run with lots of volunteer
support and is financed through dona-
tions from parents and guardians, the
district PTA’s, the SPF Board of Educa-
tion, the SPF Municipal Alliance, local
businesses and civic groups.

The Project Graduation Committee
2004 thanks all community members who
generously supported this worthwhile
event. This year’s senior class enjoyed an
all night event at the Woodbridge Com-
munity Center. The graduates swam,
played basketball, roller bladed, made
photo memorabilia and music videos. A
DJ entertained the entire time and a hyp-
notist provided an hour-long show. All
through the night the seniors were well
fed with the food provided by parents and
local merchants. Thank you to all of the
parents and community members who
chaperoned and worked the event.

This event could not be possible with-
out everyone’s generosity and support.

On behalf of the Project Graduation Com-
mittee and the entire senior class of 2004,
we thank you for your tremendous support.

Susan Streep
Jill Markovits

Carmela Resnick
Project Graduation

Co-Chairs 2004

Is Cranford All Crossed Up by
Kushner’s Fines, Prosecutions?

The Kushner Companies acquired two downtown par-
cels in Cranford in December of 2003 to develop Cranford
Crossing, a $16 million residential and retail redevelop-
ment located one block from the train station.

A few weeks ago, the redevelopment company’s
chairman Charles Kushner agreed to pay $508,900 to
the Federal Election Commission to settle charges that
he made improper donations to campaigns. According
to the commission, Mr. Kushner used dozens of part-
nerships he controlled to make more than $500,000 in
donations to candidates and political groups from 1997
through 2000.

In Newark on Tuesday, U.S. Attorney Christopher
Christie accused Mr. Kushner, a Democratic fundraiser
and top donor to the 2001 McGreevey campaign, with

obstructing a federal investigation of himself and his
companies.

Mr. Kushner has been charged with hiring intermediar-
ies and a New York City call girl for $25,000 to videotape
her having sex with a cooperating witness in the probe –
then having the photographs and tapes sent to the witness’s
wife. A second witness refused the call girl’s advances.

With Mr. Kushner’s surrender to the FBI, is the Cranford
Crossing project all crossed up? Maybe it should be.

Unfortunately, these matters are much closer to home
than we’d like to believe.

Mr. Kushner is no stranger to Westfield either. In May
of 1999, his company purchased the Duncan Hill Apart-
ments on Central Avenue. He also owns a large complex
in Springfield on Mountain Avenue.

Development Must Respect Charm
of The Neighborhoods We Cherish
The Miller-Cory House, at 614 Mountain Avenue,

is a unique relic of colonial Westfield. Built in 1740,
the house provides a modern-day reminder of the
rich past of our area through its traditional colonial
architecture characteristic of the 18th century settle-
ments.

Not only is this house a source of pride for the town
– it is recognized nationally as an important histori-
cal site and “living museum.”

In downtown Scotch Plains, the renovated Stage
Coach Inn remains an active, upscale restaurant.
Built in 1737, this tavern was an important stop on
the stagecoach line that ran through the area. Also in
the center of town stands the Osborn Cannonball
House, circa 1750, which is now a museum with a
celebrated colonial herb garden like those kept by
early settlers.

While parts of Scotch Plains display varying ar-
chitectural styles resulting from gradual expansion,
many neighborhoods in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
retain the cozy colonial style of older homes.

The grandeur of the Victorian homes on Dudley
and Elm Streets in Westfield inspired the spooky, yet
impressive abode of the Addams Family, a popular
cartoon later adapted into a television show and
movie. Creator Charles Samuel Addams, a Westfield
native, drew upon his childhood fascination with the
local Victorian architecture to design the home of
this well-known fictional family.

While Westfield has seen many changes in recent
years, the traditional architectural character of the
town has not diminished. One after another, residen-
tial streets are lined with Victorian and colonial-style
homes that help the town retain the old charm that
brings visitors and newcomers to the area.

East Broad Street is a perfect example of how a
neighborhood can keep its residential appearance
even while welcoming businesses – the countless
professional offices on East Broad Street housed in
renovated Victorian homes do not intrude upon the
visual impression of the neighborhood. As new
homes are built or old ones modified, many residents
strive to replicate and maintain “the look” of
Westfield.

Nonetheless, developers seeking to build com-
mercial structures sometimes prefer newer styles of
impressive modernity that stand out from the tradi-

tional homes of the area, sometimes even demolish-
ing existing homes to replace them with commercial
buildings. While few can argue against the fact that
some change cannot be avoided, a loss of charm and
character is lamentable when relics of the past are
discarded or diminished to make way for the “bigger
and better McMansion.”

Both the Westfield Planning Board and Board of
Adjustment are faced with this problem on a regular
basis – how to foster development without losing the
traditional appearance of Westfield. With population
and commercial activity growing, it is inevitable that
new construction goes underway in town.

At board meetings, residents regularly express
concern over remodeling classical architecture in
the older neighborhoods. In these cases, the burden
falls of the shoulders of the committee members to
protect Westfield’s architectural integrity without
hindering its growth.

To satisfy the needs of the town, developers should
create designs with the character of Westfield in
mind – stately and traditional designs that can be
both functional and aesthetic, complimenting rather
than grandstanding the classical style dear to the
town.

Our staff applauds the efforts of both the Planning
Board and the Board of Adjustment to preserve the
character of this community by guiding develop-
ment to keep the aesthetic integrity of the town
intact.

We believe that it is indeed possible for the needs
of all to be met, perhaps with a little innovation and
cooperation. The point is not to hinder progress – a
developer can meet his or her economic goals with-
out offending neighboring properties; homeowners
can modify their homes to fit their needs while
respecting the long-term nature of the community;
the town can encourage preservation and progress
simultaneously.

Development seems to be the heated issue of the
moment in Westfield; but Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and other neighboring communities must also work
to protect the image of the area. Let Westfield set the
proper example now. Stand up for the charm of our
towns and promote proper growth while respecting
the rich past that has lent itself to the character we all
cherish.

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR
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