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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Known by Westfield
Community Band President and Trea-
surer Barry Rosenberg as “Al,” the band’s
conductor Elias Zareva is
celebrating his 25th an-
niversary of conducting
this 92-year-old
Westfield institution.

The most impor-
tant aspect of the
rapport between
Rosenberg and
Zareva is their
family-like bond.
Apparently, this is
the pervasive feel-
ing of the entire
group of 70 or so
musicians who are
deeply devoted to the
music and to each other.

As these key players
recall countless tales of
the band’s individual
musicians, it is with
warm smiles and a lov-
ing countenance.

For example, there is the story of Sam
Calello and Richard Casey, two saxo-
phonists who served in the Army to-
gether, hadn’t seen each other since one
dropped the other off on the New Jersey
Turnpike while coming home for leave.
The men reconnected through the band
30 years later.

However, one of the best accounts is
that of the trumpet player who needed
emergency surgery. When his surgeon
visited him the following day, the two
immediately recognized each other. It
didn’t take them long to figure out that
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they both played for the Westfield Com-
munity Band.

There are also the two musicians
who both lost spouses, and are now

engaged to be married.
Some of Zareva’s former

students, from his days of
teaching in the Rahway

public school system, are
current band mem-

bers. There are even
parents and their
children who, in the
true tradition of
family, are both in
it together.

However, being
involved in the
Westfield Commu-
nity Band is not a ca-

sual commitment.
Band practice is every

Wednesday night with
time off only during Au-
gust and December and
summer performances
are every Thursday
evening. The musicians

also perform during the year, especially
around the holidays.

All members participate on a volun-
teer-basis, including Maestro Zarevea,
who leads the symphonic wind music
group as a mother hen would her chicks.
Nothing pleases him more than to see
them shine.

Opportunities abound for soloists and
even young guest conductors, as Zareva
runs things like “a well-oiled machine.”

He got his start in elementary school,
by choosing to play percussion instru-
ments in music class. The bug hit him,
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — By all accounts,
77-year-old Betty Stroppel has been a
member of the Westfield Art Associa-
tion (WAA) for 30 years. Unless, of
course, you count the honorary mem-
bership she received for being named
Class Artist of the Westfield High School
(WHS) graduating class of 1949.

“It was for one year,” Stroppel told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “Then I went
off to college and didn’t return to the
area until 1970. At that time I rejoined
the association.”

Artistic ambition came early to
Stroppel, who considers herself a tradi-
tional transparent watercolorist.

“When I was seven years old, I decided
I was going to be an artist, and I haven’t
changed very much yet,” she said.

After graduating WHS, Stroppel re-
ceived a degree in fine arts from Miami
University in Oxford Ohio. Over 30
years of teaching followed, including
continuing educa-
tion classes at Union
County College and
adult education in-
struction at WHS.
She has also con-
ducted painting les-
sons for organiza-
tions and private
groups.

Stroppel does not
maintain a rigid
painting schedule.

“My painting
times are erratic. Let’s
just say I devote as
much time as I can
to my artwork,” she
said. Her favorite
painting subjects are still lifes and land-
scapes.

In the past, ideas for Stroppel’s paint-

ing came from her travels. She enjoyed
traveling the northeast, especially Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland, Labrador and

the Bay of Fundo area.
“When I traveled, I painted on loca-

tion — a smaller version which would

be developed into a larger painting,”
added Stoppel, who also took photos
of the area for reference.

A member of New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Summit, she has
exhibited in their Annual Members’ Show.
She has also exhibited in numerous New
Jersey exhibits and out of state.

In addition to WAA, the artist is a
member of many art associations includ-
ing the Garden State Watercolor Society,
the Philadelphia Watercolor Society and
the Millburn-Short Hills Art Associa-
tion.

However, Stroppel counts among her
most prestigious honors her nomination
as a signature member of the American
Watercolor Society located in Manhattan.

She is currently spotlighted in a one-
artist show at the art gallery of Johnson
& Johnson, which is located at the
company’s Skillman location. The ex-
hibit will run until August.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – While jug-
gling a toddler, demanding jobs, uni-
versity classes and the imminent birth
of their second child, Ron and Dawn
John opened their Scotch Plains home
to Home & Garden Television’s
(HGTV) crew and expert professional
organizer Jamie Novak of “Life U

Love” to film an episode of “Mission:
Organization.”

The episode, “Basement Retreat,”
will air on HGTV on Monday, July
26, at 9 p.m., Tuesday, July 27, at 1
a.m. and Monday, July 29, at 9 p.m.

Originally, the Johns contacted
Novak to arrange a facelift for the
basement of their Cape Cod-style
home. Novak, who noted that the
basement had become “a dumping
ground” for toys, old baby furniture,
out-of-season clothing and other
items, knew the Johns were ideal for
the HGTV program, which is hosted
by Gail O’Neill.

Novak’s photos of the John’s base-

ment opened the eyes of HGTV offi-
cials, who wanted to feature the young
couple.

Not only would the basement be
revamped, some of the couple’s keep-
sakes from their single lives needed to
be purged or merged, said Novak, in-
cluding Ron’s “bachelor black leather
chair and bulky coffee table.” The
children’s toys would have to move to

one side of the basement,
while an adult oasis
would fulfill the grown-
ups needs.

The project carried a
$10,000 price tag and
took place over the
course of 10 days in
March and April, includ-
ing Ron’s birthday.

“They came the first
two days and filmed eight
hours each day,” Ron
told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
“It wasn’t too bad, really.
I love how it turned out,
but haven’t had much
time to enjoy it.”

A systems engineer,
Ron worked from home
during the remodeling,
began classes through the
University of Phoenix
Online program, labored
by hanging tiles and
helping with the organi-
zation and purging of

some of his beloved bachelor items.
Dawn, a campus recruiter who had

been about one month away from giv-
ing birth to Julia, added, “It wasn’t bad
physically, but emotionally it was tough
sometimes. There was a lot of stress
with the shipments, tight deadlines
and choosing items. But it was so much
fun.”

The Johns said their neighbors on
Byrd Avenue were also “a huge help.”
Novak, who often camped out on the
family futon, noted that the neighbors
offered to baby-sit the couple’s daugh-
ter, Chloe, and provide lunch. One of
Ron’s friends, an electrician, also do-
nated his electrical wiring services.

Classic Painting of Scotch Plains,
which is managed by Gary
VonOehsen, was “a dream to work
with,” said Novak. Dawn added that
they “did a perfect painting job.”

Upon Novak’s recommendations,
Classic Painting brightened the walls
with mustard yellow and red.
Kingwood Floors installed new
honey-colored plank flooring and
Bullfrogs and Butterflies in Fanwood
provided the flowers for the room.

According to Novak, the basement
carpeting, which incurred damage
from the leaky ceiling, had to be
ripped up and new lighting and ceil-
ing tiling were also needed.

She noted that filming the Johns,
which was often done in one take,
went “smoothly and was very comi-
cal” because of the lively banter be-
tween the couple. Novak gave the
Johns some homework, asking them
to separate the kids’ stuff from the
adults’ stuff in 1 ½ days.

On the second day of filming, purg-
ing of old items was done. Construc-
tion, which was done over about five
days, commenced.

“They (The Johns) were so easygo-

ing and cooperative. We wanted them
to have a basement they would love,”
concluded Novak.

Novak once went to HGTV with
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – While some col-
lege students might spend their sum-
mers lolling poolside or perfecting their
tans, for the second consecutive sum-
mer, Bree Danielle Sherry is Assistant
Stage Manager (ASM) for five chal-
lenging productions at Seaside Music
Theatre in Daytona Beach, Fla.

The daughter of Thomas and
Dolores Sherry of Westfield, Bree will
be responsible for coordinating this
summer’s musical productions, Annie,
Two Gentlemen of Verona, La
Perichole, The Cocoanuts and Beauty
and The Beast.

Frank Ramirez, Production Stage
Manager of Seaside Music Theatre,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “Bree
Sherry has been a great asset to our
stage management crew here. Not only
does she bring her talent and dedica-
tion, but also her great sense of hu-
mor.”

In 2003 at Seaside, she served as
ASM/Props Mistress for Smoky Joe’s
Café and ASM/Deck Chief for Chi-
cago.

Bree attends Elon University in
North Carolina, where she is pursuing
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Technical

Theatre Arts and a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English/Secondary Educa-
tion.

Ultimately, Dolores noted, Bree
would like to return to Westfield to
teach English and/or theater classes,
perhaps at Westfield High School
(WHS).

During her Elon career, she has served
as Stage Manager for Anything Goes,
Portrait of a Madonna, Buck Leaves,
ASM for Comedy of Errors, Director

of Going Home, Assistant Director of
Tom Jones, Lighting Designer for Nine
and Festival of One Acts, as well as
other responsibilities for The Mystery
of Edwin Drood, Blues in the Night
and Under Milk Wood.

Bill Webb, Elon University Techni-
cal Director, told The Leader/Times,
“I love her. I think she’s absolutely
fantastic and an unbelievably likeable
person. She’s always positive, always
has a smile and is always upbeat.”

Webb, who was scheduled to visit
Bree at Seaside, noted, “They love her
there. At Elon, she’s also a very popular
student who does great work.”

Aware of Bree’s goal to teach theater
on the high school level, Webb dif-
fered, “I would really rather see her
pursue theater because she would go a
long way.”

While maintaining Dean’s List sta-
tus at Elon, which she has held since
her freshman year, Bree is a tutor at the
university’s Writing Center. Last year,
she penned an article for The Pendu-
lum Online, “The Kindness and Hos-
pitality at Elon is Better Than You
Think.”

Before attending Elon, Bree was in-
vited by WHS Drama Teacher Joseph
Nierle to apply her skills as a stage
manager, carpenter and scenic artist at
Millbrook Playhouse in Mill Hall, Pa.
from 2001 to 2002. There, she was also
responsible for assisting with lighting,
props, backstage and technical work in
productions such as Jesus Christ Su-
perstar, Evita, Little Shop of Horrors
and Ain’t Misbehavin’.

Nierle chose Bree for the Millbrook
experience because he was impressed
by her work as a WHS student.

Editor of Iris, the arts and entertain-
ment section of WHS’ newspaper, Hi’s
Eye, and a National Honor Society
student, Bree was Stage Manager of the
school’s highly acclaimed and award-
winning productions from 2000 to
2002. She served the school’s theater
department in other capacities until
2003.

In 2000, Bree was accepted into and
attended the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center’s summer program for the
talented.

“I spent the summer majoring in
acting and minoring in voice,” Bree
noted. “I took 3 ½ hour classes in
drama and 1 ½ hour classes in singing.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield Park-
ing Services Director Captain John
Morgan confirmed on Monday
night that AT&T had filmed a
commercial for a new service in
town over the past three days.

AT&T Spokeswoman Tracey
Belko told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that Westfield was cho-
sen for the commercial because
“it’s a wonderful town setting
with various points of interest,
like an old-fashioned barber-
shop.”

Belko added that, besides the
barbershop, the Rialto Theatre was
also featured in the filming. She
said that, although AT&T is not
ready to unveil the details of the
new ad campaign, consumers
should be able to learn more by the
year’s end.

Shortly before AT&T’s filming,
a candy commercial was completed
and, according to Morgan, a
pharmaceutical firm will be next
to aim its cameras on downtown
Westfield for a commercial.

Morgan commented that
downtown businesses and
Westfield thrive when a crew de-
cides to film in Westfield be-
cause merchants and restaurants
are patronized and adds to the
appeal and flavor of the town.

Over the past seven years,
Westfield has been the site of sev-
eral notable productions and com-
mercials, including the opening
sequence and episodes of the
former NBC comedy/drama
“ED,” a number of documenta-
ries by accomplished Westfield
graduates and commercials com-
missioned by firms such as Sprint,
Starburst candies, New England-
based Citizen Bank and Siemens.


