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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The 2004-2005
season and Board of Directors has
been announced by Westfield
Community Players (WCP).

The theater, which has offered
various productions since 1934,
has turned over its presidency from
Don Mokrauer to Naomi
Yablonsky. Mokrauer served as
president from 1999 to 2004.

Joann Scanlon will direct The
Little Foxes at WCP, which will
run on Saturdays, October 9, 16,
23 and 30 and Friday, October 29.
Benefit performances will be held
on Fridays, October 15 and 22.

There Goes the Bride, which
will be directed by Yablonsky, will
be staged on Saturdays, January 8,
15, 22 and Friday, January 21. A
benefit performance will be given
on Friday, January 14.

Maurice Moran will direct Wit-
ness for the Prosecution on Satur-
days, March 5, 12 and 19 and
Friday, March 18. A Friday, March

11, benefit performance is slated.
The final production of the sea-

son will be The Spitfire Grill. Drude
Roessler will direct the production,
which will be presented on Satur-
days, April 30, May 7, 14 and 20,
as well as Friday, May 20. Benefit
performances will be held on Fri-
days, May 6 and 13.

Aside from naming Yablonsky
its new president, WCP reported
that Sally Lee has been named Vice
President of Business, Bill
McKeekan will be Treasurer, Tony
Marotta has been named Director
of Facilities, Cynthia Smith is Di-
rector of Playbill, Victor Cenci will
continue his post as Director of
Public Relations, and Ruth Page is
Director of Tickets.

For more information on WCP
and the new season, please visit
www.westfieldnj.com/players or
call (908) 232-9568. Reservations
may be made by calling (908) 232-
1221.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The
Westfield Community
Swing Band, “Nostalgia,”
under the direction of Sal
Melillo, will begin its
fourth season with a con-
cert in Mindowaskin Park
in Westfield on Thurs-
day, July 22, at 7:30 p.m.

Featured selections for
the evening will include
Glenn Miller hits,
“Moonlight Serenade,”
“In The Mood” and “Tux-
edo Junction.” Additional musical scores
that will be played are original arrange-
ments used to recreate the style of Tommy
and Jimmy Dorsey, Count Basie, Benny
Goodman and Artie Shaw.

Summit native, vocalist and song
stylist Jessica Brayne will be spotlighted
in several selections. She will perform
“This Can’t Be Love,” “Almost Like
Being in Love” and “All of Me.”

The Westfield Commu-
nity Band is one of the
several smaller ensembles
comprised of Westfield
Community Concert
Band members. The swing
band is dedicated to big
bands and swing music
made popular during the
1930s and 1940s.

All events are free and
open to the public. At-
tendees should bring lawn
chairs or blankets. In the

event of rain, the concert will be moved
to the Assembly Hall, at the rear en-
trance to the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

The Westfield Community Swing
Band’s performance is sponsored by
the Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4080.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – Stony Hill Players in
Summit will hold auditions for Neil
Simon’s London Suite on Mondays,
July 26 and August 2, at 7:30 p.m. at
Oakes Memorial Center, 120 Morris
Avenue in Summit.

Michael Mooney will direct the
contemporary comedy, which will
run from Friday, October 22 to Sun-
day, October 31.

The cast calls for two men in their
50s, two women in their early 30s
and 50s, plus a male for cameo part
(intermediate age). Cast size can range
from 5 to 13 people due to multiple
roles.

Participants should bring photos
and résumés. Sides will be available.

For more information, please call
(908) 277-1732.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Eighth An-
nual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival, sponsored by the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC),
kicks off their season in downtown
Westfield.

The performances will take place
on sidewalks and street corners every
Tuesday in July and August from 7 to
9 p.m. For the first time, rain dates
will be the following Wednesday eve-
nings at the same time.

“‘Sweet Sounds Downtown’ is ex-
tremely popular for all ages. From
contemporary or traditional jazz to
blues to big band, there are live per-
formances to please everyone,” said
Sherry Cronin, DWC Executive Di-
rector. “The event is great for busi-
nesses downtown on Tuesday night.”

Courtney Nemec, DWC Events
Coordinator, added, “We have a mix
of great bands who played in past
festivals as well as new bands this
year. Sweet Sounds has become so
popular that we have to turn away
many talented groups.”

Cronin and Nemec recommend
dining at one of Westfield’s restau-
rants or shopping and strolling
through the downtown during the

concerts.
For more information about

Westfield and other downtown events
taking place, call the DWC at (908)
789-9444 for a Discover Westfield Kit,
Events Calendar and Jazz Brochure or
visit www.westfieldtoday.com.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

Here’s the true acid test. It’s 11:30 p.m.
about three years from now and you’re
clicking away on the remote. But you don’t
want to go to bed. You might miss some-
thing. So you keep clicking and there it is.
Spider-Man 2 is about to begin. What do
you do? That’s an easy one for me. I’d
watch it.

Director Sam Raimi’s second foray into
the superhero sweepstakes is a bona fide
crowd pleaser. The colorful action spills
over with effervescent delight. It’s
chockablock with all the right metaphors,
allegorical wisdom and truth identifying
parables. Though the little kid in you may
squirm at the thought, the romantic angle
between Tobey Maguire’s Spider-Man/
Peter Parker and Kirsten Dunst’s Mary
Jane Watson isn’t bad either. In short, it’s
almost everything this comic book-to-
movie genre can hope to accomplish.

But here’s the bigger test. Whilst click-
ing, you notice Rain Man (1988) is also
about to begin on another station. What
then? Sorry, Spider-Man 2. I’d probably
pick you opposite any other superhero
tale, except maybe a Christopher Reeve
“Superman” if I were feeling nostalgic.
See, we’re talking Rain Man here — a
classic. As brisk, bright and disarming as it
may be, if this latest rendition of the comic
book crusader becomes a classic I’ll eat my
cape. Oops. Forget I said that.

However, here’s a conundrum for extra
credit. Not only is Rain Man on one station,
but Treasure of the Sierra Madre (1948) is on
another. What to do, what to do? I myself
would choose the latter, more venerable of
the two classics. You may wish to do so also.

In any case, it’s for sure you don’t want
to be Spider-Man. That is, not if money is
your game. Adapting his cleanly written
tale from a story by Alfred Gough, Miles
Millar and Michael Chabon, screenwriter
Alvin Sargent details the vow of poverty
intrinsic to being a world-saver. He also
dramatically illustrates, frustrating though
it may be, that accepting the mantle of
responsibility that comes with being a
superhero often means being painfully
misunderstood.

Sometimes the same could be said for
being a good citizen, couldn’t it? Poor
Peter Parker, now in college (it looks like
Columbia), tries to balance his studies
with delivering pizza, wooing Mary Jane
Watson, who’s now a successful Broadway
actress, and guarding humanity from all
manner of evil. Thankfully for us, he’s
excitingly successful on the last count.

Superb, razzle-dazzle special effects with
Manhattan as the backdrop for these he-
roic feats can attest to that. Shooting his

web between buildings and bridges, Slinky
fashion from Upper East Side to Green-
wich Village and crisscrossing back again,
he is the protector personified. As a wooer,
student and breadwinner, well, he’s a bit of
a shlump.

While his best friend Harry (James
Franco) is already the head of a big re-
search and development firm, Peter is for-
ever dodging his landlord. His Aunt May
(Rosemary Harris) could lose her house.
His professors are continually disap-
pointed. Mary Jane, who has a very willing
astronaut suitor just waiting in the wings,
can’t understand why Peter doesn’t make it
to at least one of her performances.

In short, everyone’s nagging him. It’s
testament to his Herculean fortitude that
he doesn’t just go crazy and exclaim: “What
do you want from my life?” But of course
he can’t say a thing, and both you and I
know why.

But wait. As if all that weren’t enough,
Doc Ock, a nerd scientist turned multi-
mechanical-armed monster, played by an
effectively flabby Alfred Molina, picks this
time to unleash his ill will on the city. Go
back to the last movie and you can follow
the chain of events that lead to the creation
of this unnatural-born enemy of our Spidey.

Though Harry doesn’t know it, his Dad
(Willem Dafoe), who founded the con-
glomerate that Nobel hopeful Dr. Octavius
now works for, was really Green Goblin, a
major baddie. You’ll recall Spider-Man did
away with him, much to the unresolved
anger of Harry. Unfortunately, the evil lives
on, this time in the numerous tentacles of
Octavius turned Ock. Frankly, one para-
graph on this tangled web of enmity is
enough. Suffice it to note, it’s a bad scene.

The beauty of Raimi’s audience-thriller is
that, intertwined within the derring-do, he
gets his moral messages across without mak-
ing them seem in the least bit corny. It’s cool
to be good, even if for only 127 minutes.

We can only hope that the entertain-
ingly delivered philosophy reaches the right
folks. Whether it’s the corporate bigwig
about to skim health benefits to ensure a
larger profit or the kid thinking of becom-
ing a pusher so he can buy a new Lexus.

Remember kids, in anguishing over the
matter of identity, self-sacrifice and doing
the right thing, Peter Parker points out
that it’s not always easy to tell who Spider-
Man really is. Why, he may look like
President George Bush or Michael Moore
for that matter.

* * * * * * *
SSSSSpider-Mpider-Mpider-Mpider-Mpider-Man 2an 2an 2an 2an 2, rated PG-13, is a Co-

lumbia Picture’s release directed by Sam
Raimi and stars Tobey Maguire, Kirsten
Dunst and Alfred Molina. Running time:
127 minutes.
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FFFFFamily Family Family Family Family Flix at lix at lix at lix at lix at WWWWWarinaco Parinaco Parinaco Parinaco Parinaco Parararararkkkkk
in Ein Ein Ein Ein Elizabethlizabethlizabethlizabethlizabeth is a free movie expe-
rience for the entire family. On
Tuesday, July 20, there will be a
screening of Stuart Little at 9 p.m.
– but as they say, in “good weather
only.” Call their Special Events
Hotline at (908) 352-8410.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, July 17, at 8 p.m.,

MMMMMetretretretretropolitan Kleopolitan Kleopolitan Kleopolitan Kleopolitan Klezmerzmerzmerzmerzmer will per-
form at the Nicholas Music Center
of the Mason Gross Performing
Arts Center in New Brunswick.
Their numbers include vibrant
versions of lesser-known gems from
wedding dance, folk, swing and
tango styles, and soundtrack mate-
rial from vintage Yiddish films.
The center is located at 85 George
Street. Find out more about this
dynamic group at http://http://http://http://http://
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.metr.metr.metr.metr.metropolitankleopolitankleopolitankleopolitankleopolitanklezmerzmerzmerzmerzmer.com..com..com..com..com.
Admission is free.

* * * * * * *
Every Tuesday night, the streets

of downtown Westfield are filled
with the sound of jazz in “S“S“S“S“Swwwwweeteeteeteeteet
SSSSSounds Dounds Dounds Dounds Dounds Dooooowntowntowntowntowntownwnwnwnwn””””” from 7 to 9
p.m. On July 20, enjoy the sounds
of the following groups: Chris
Colaneri Quartet, B. D.Lenz, Blue
Plate Special, and Terraplane Blues.
Styles range from jazz guitar to
Chicago-style blues and swing. To
see exactly where each group is
playing, call (908) 789-9444.

* * * * * * *
The German film, NNNNNooooowherwherwherwherwhere ine ine ine ine in

AfricaAfricaAfricaAfricaAfrica, will be shown in the audio-
visual room at the CCCCCranforranforranforranforranford Com-d Com-d Com-d Com-d Com-
munity Centermunity Centermunity Centermunity Centermunity Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue, on Monday, July 19, at 1:30
and 7 p.m. Admission is free. Os-
car winner for Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film, this 2002 movie is the
true story of a Jewish family’s flight
from Nazi Germany to Kenya in
1938 and the years that followed.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Union County’s free
Summer Arts Festival concert series
will continue on Wednesday, July 21,
with a performance by the Brass Tacks
Big Band Orchestra.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders invites the public to
attend this outdoor concert, which is
sponsored by the Schering-Plough
Corporation.

The music begins at 7:30 p.m. in
Echo Lake Park, on the border of
Westfield and Mountainside.

“The Brass Tacks have been en-
tertaining audiences for more than
10 years,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada. “They play a
variety of songs ranging from the
hits of Glenn Miller, Count Basie
and Harry James to more contem-
porary tunes made popular by such
performers as Frank Sinatra, Gloria
Estefan, Brian Setzer and Bruce
Springsteen.”

All festival concerts are held on
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. A refreshment stand will

be available at approximately 6:30 p.m.
In case of rain, concerts in the series

move to Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

For up-to-date concert and rain in-
formation, please call the Department
of Parks and Recreation 24-hour hotline
at (908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the concert.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

• July 28 – Verdict, sponsored by
Wachovia;

• August 4 – Sensational Soul Cruis-
ers, sponsored by Union County Edu-
cation Association;

• August 11 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi;

• August 18 – JoBonanno & The
Godsons of Soul and Captain Hawker
& The All Stars; and

• August 25 – The Party Dolls, spon-
sored by ConocoPhillips-Bayway Re-
finery.

For other concert information or to
find out about recreational activities,
please call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation at (908)
527-4900.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Bertha
Youngstrom of Westfield, a SAGE
Spend-A-Day client, recently won
second place in the Union County
Senior Art Show, which featured pro-
fessional and non-professional art-
ists aged 60 and over.

Youngstrom, 88, captured second
place in the “Mixed Media” category
for a non-professional with a tissue
collage created in SAGE’s “Art from
the Heart” program.

SAGE’s Adult Day Health Center
provides older adults with a day of
stimulating social, recreational and
physical activities in a medically su-
pervised setting.

One activity included in the pro-
gram, “Art from the Heart,” offers a
weekly creative outlet for those cli-
ents to explore a variety of media,
including painting, crafts, ceramic
and jewelry making.

Instructors from the New Jersey
Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA) in
Summit lead the classes and the
program is funded in part by the
Summit Area Public Foundation.

The SAGE staff was pleased to
hear that Youngstrom’s artwork
won an award in the county show.

Jennifer Comfort, Director of
Spend-A-Day, remarked,
“When I saw them give Bertha
her award, I got teary-eyed. It is
wonderful that we can offer this art
program together with the NJCVA.”

She added, “It really gives older
adults the chance to show their cre-

ative side. Many people admire
Bertha’s artwork and we are thrilled
that her talent was recognized in this
art show.”

SPECIAL SENIOR…Bertha YoungstromSPECIAL SENIOR…Bertha YoungstromSPECIAL SENIOR…Bertha YoungstromSPECIAL SENIOR…Bertha YoungstromSPECIAL SENIOR…Bertha Youngstrom
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and Zareva went on to study music
education in college, emerging as an
enthusiastic young teacher.

When he graduated in 1959, it was
on the heels of the “rapid expansion”
of the field of music education, initi-
ated by the advent of “soundies.” It
seems, when the silent film era ended
and there was no longer a need for
musicians to play live in theaters,
those who found themselves out of
work began to provide lessons. The
popularity of music education grew.

Zareva was in the right place at the
right time. His first teaching job was in
the Rahway school system. Next, he
taught in Berkeley Heights, ending his
public-school career in Morristown.
Throughout his long career, he also
conducted various bands, and operated
summer music schools. Perhaps one of
his most glorious accomplishments was
studying with Saul Goodman of the
New York Philharmonic, while getting
his master’s degree.

Zareva’s personal axiom, “keep it
simple,” does not do justice to this
musically complex Maestro.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Elias Zareva
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HGTV/Johns
the idea for a program, “Operation
Merge” that would incorporate the dif-
ferent tastes of a young couple, how-
ever, while they weren’t familiar with
her work at the time, they asked her if
she would become involved in “Mis-
sion: Organization,” which is filmed
out of Philadelphia.

Author of “A Busy Person’s Guide to
the Life You Love,” multiple publish-
ing outlets are considering Novak’s sec-
ond book, which
will address the
“ O p e r a t i o n
Merge” process.
Often referred to
as “The Oprah of
Organizing,” she
has been de-clut-
tering and orga-
nizing peoples’
lifestyles since
1990 through
workshops, lec-
tures and other projects, which have
been recognized nationwide.

Novak, who works in Scotch Plains
and Los Angeles, Calif., is currently
searching for local homes in need of a
makeover. Candidates should contact
her directly at (908) 412-0737, toll-
free at (866) 294-9900 or visit
www.JamieNovak.com.

For more information about this
episode of “Mission: Organization” and
to learn more about the materials used
in the John’s episode, please visit
www.HGTV.com.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Theater Project
at Union County College (UCC) will
present Betty’s Summer Vacation at
UCC’s Roy Smith Theater, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford from
Thursday, August 5 to Sunday, August
22.

In describing the play, director Mark
Spina said, “Betty can’t figure out why
the cozy beach house she is sharing
with an off-beat assortment of
housemates should come equipped with
its own built-in interactive laugh
track…a wickedly funny send-up of
Lorena Bobbit, O.J., Monica, the
Menendez Brothers and our whole
media-saturated tabloid-TV culture.”

Betty’s Summer Vacation will be
staged on Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8 p.m. and on Sundays at 3
p.m. Audiences are invited to meet the
actors following each performance.

The cast includes Actors’ Equity
Association members Marc Donovan,
Megan Muckelmann, Bev Sheehan and

Carol Todd, as well as Dennis DaPrile,
Jessie Gill, David Maulbeck, Matt
McCarthy and Ken Schactman.

Tickets from Friday, Saturday and
Sunday shows are $18 and Thursday
shows are $10 per person. Students pay
$10 for all performances. “Senior Sun-
day,” August 8, is $10 per person.

For reservations, please call the The-
ater Project Box Office at (908) 659-
5189.

SSSSSummit Mummit Mummit Mummit Mummit Music Fusic Fusic Fusic Fusic Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – The Summit Mu-
sic Festival, under the direction of
Jason Tramm, will present
Beethoven’s Mass in C, The
Egmont Overture and Choral Fan-
tasy at 7 p.m. on Saturday, July 24,
in the sanctuary of Central Pres-
byterian Church in Summit.

A $10 donation is suggested for
the performance, which will fea-
ture a 65-voice auditioned choir, a
30-piece professional orchestra
and soloists.

Among the soloists is baritone
Kenneth Overton, whose credits
include performing in La Boheme
on Broadway and a solo recital at
Carnegie Hall.

Featured on Choral Fantasy will
be Greek-born piano virtuoso
Ioannis Potamousis, who has ap-
peared as soloist with orchestras in
Germany, Greece and the U.S.

Tramm is currently on the con-
ducting faculty of the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers Uni-
versity, where he is pursuing his
doctor of musical arts degree. He is
a recipient of the Presidential Fel-
lowship in Conducting.

He also recently made his Eu-
ropean orchestral debut, conduct-
ing the first movement of
Tchaikovsky’s Sixth Symphony
with the Bacau Philharmonic Or-
chestra in Romania. Tramm was
one of eight conductors selected
to participate in the 2004 Inter-
national Institute for Conduc-
tors.

Tramm will also present a lec-
ture, “Within the Mass” this
evening, July 15, at 7:30 p.m. at
the church.

For more information, please
call (908) 918-0789.

At the end of the summer, I wrote,
directed and performed my own play
with two other students in my drama
class.”

She also worked with the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts’ Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop, where her mother and
brother, Michael, are also employed.

Dolores told The Leader/Times that
her daughter thrives on pursuing theater.
For Bree, she noted, there’s simply no
better path than to follow your dreams.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Bree Sherry
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MORRISTMORRISTMORRISTMORRISTMORRISTOOOOOWN WN WN WN WN – The Trust-

ees of the Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation announced that six Union
County arts organizations garnered
grants. Out of the $4,886,3000
awarded, these local entities received
a total of $150,000.

First-time Dodge grantees in-
clude the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra, which attained $20,000
for development and for the
ensemble’s performance of the
world premiere of “Edison In-
vents.”

The Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre, Inc. received
$25,000 for support of youth the-
atre training programs.

Organizations awarded grants
for general operating support in-
cluded the Theater Project at
Union County College in
Cranford ($10,000), the Arts
Guild of Rahway ($15,000) and
the Union-based Carolyn
Dorfman Dance Company
($80,000).

The New Jersey Center for Vi-
sual Arts in Summit garnered
$15,000 for general operating sup-
port and educational outreach pro-
gramming.

“The Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation grants celebrate the crucial
role that the arts play in our soci-
ety,” said David Grant, the
foundation’s Executive Director.

“Our grants honor artists and
arts institutions that work in their
neighborhoods, introduce young
people to various artistic experi-
ences, and help communicate the
spirit of the arts to audiences old
and new,” added Grant. “These
invaluable organizations, with a
range of missions and budget sizes,
are all helping to create a more
livable world.”

Summer Concert Series
Continues Tonight in SP
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