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MCKENNA HRS; WESTER, 4 RBI; GIANNONE, 4 HITS

Hot Trinity Electricians Jolt
Mortarulo Mason Men, 15-6

RATCHKO, 4 HITS; BRAINIARD, 4 RBI; WISCHE, 2 HR

Jade Isle Softballers Squash
NY Ortho Softball Men, 17-7

GATES FIRES 5-HITTER; MALONEY PUNCHES H0MER

SP-F Sr. Legion 9 Knock Out
Rahway American Legion, 8-0

BAYARD FANS SEVEN, LYONS TAPS GAME WINNER

SPF Jr. American Legion Nips
Westfield Jr. Baseballers, 4-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 12-5 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F) Senior Legion baseball team’s
thunder bats along with strong pitch-
ing brought Rahway to its knees
with a, 8-0, shutout in Scotch Plains
on July 2. Kyle Gates, who pitched
seven innings, used just 73 pitches to
shut down Rahway, allowing five
hits while striking out three and
walking one.

“The last time I pitched was in a
stick-ball game when I was in eight
grade, I think. We ran out of pitch-

ers, so today the rightfielder, who is
me, had to take the mound,” said
Gates. “I really don’t know much
about pitching, so I kind of copy
whatever I see here and on TV. I was
thinking maybe about pitching two
innings today with my friend Rob-
ert Moscal to follow after, but I
don’t know what just happened! Mr.
Baylock, our coach told me to pitch
strikes, so that’s what I did. I threw
it over the plate. Confidence wise,
after two outs, I could actually see
my teammates behind me, and giv-
ing me more confidence by making

the plays.”
The SP-F defense reigned supreme

in the top of the first inning when
Moscal initiated a fine short-to-first
double play. SP-F then inflicted two
runs worth of damage in the bottom
of the inning. Mike Baumwoll
reached first on a bunt, then scored
when first baseman John Maloney
hammered his third home run of the
summer season, over a distance of
350 feet plus.

“Lately, I have been keeping my
weight back, spraying the ball all

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Engaged in a power struggle with
NY Ortho and Boo Ray for supremacy
of the middle of the pack of the A
Division of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League, the Jade Isle took a
giant step forward by squashing NY
Ortho, 17-7, at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 7. The Island-
ers boosted their record to 7-8 to give
them the inside track for the third
seed in the upcoming playoffs. Ortho
slipped to 7-11 while Boo Ray, prior
to game time, sat at 6-10.

Although every Islander contrib-
uted at least one hit, leadoff hitter
John Ratchko, Damon Roth and Steve
Brainiard led the 22-hit assault.
Ratchko went 4-for-5 with an RBI
and two runs scored. Roth pounded
two singles and a double while scor-
ing three times and knocking in two
runs. Brainiard had three hits with
four RBI and a run scored.

Several other Islanders got involved
in the pelting. Tom Straniero rapped
three singles, scored twice and had an
RBI. Matt Walsh doubled and singled,
scored three runs and had two RBI.

Dan Nigro went 2-for-3 with three
runs scored and brother Pat poked a
two-run single.

Ortho managed only to muster seven
hits against Islander ace pitcher Keith
Gibbons, but Jared Wische had his
number with two solo home runs and
a double. Nick Musano tapped two
singles, John DiPace singled and
scored twice and Kevin Rosander
ripped an RBI single and scored a run.

Although some Ortho fielding mis-
cues did contribute to the Islanders’
longevity at the plate, Ortho turned

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeking to attain 20 victories be-
fore the playoffs, Trinity Electric
seized its 17th by jolting Martarulo
Masonry, 15-6, in Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 6. The
17-1 Electricians, who amassed a 23-
hit attack, took an early lead, main-
tained it and topped it with a six-run
seventh inning.

Tom Giannone went 4-for-5 with a
triple, a double and two RBI for the
Electricians while Mike McKenna
went 3-for-3, including a solo home
run, with three RBI and two runs
scored. John Rubinetti had a double
and two singles and two runs scored
and Neal Leitner had two singles and
a double, an RBI and three runs scored.
Chris Wester had two hits, four RBI
and two runs scored and “Westfield”
Rob Rowland slapped three singles
and had an RBI.

“We are having a good season, but
we are still not as hot as we would like
to be,” commented Electrician Mike
Tenten.

The Masons totaled 14 hits and
were led by leadoff hitter Paul
Cacciatore who went 3-for-4 with
one RBI and two runs scored. Bill
Picone and Matt Perkins both doubled
and singled while scoring a run. Jeff

Plowman poked two singles and
scored a run and Dave Caccitore
smacked two singles and had an RBI.

The Masons pulled off two double
plays. The first occurred in the third

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
Junior Legion baseball team came up
with three runs in the seventh inning
to grab a 4-3 victory over rival

Westfield in Scotch Plains on July 6.
The game was highlighted by mar-
velous defensive plays, including four
paralyzing double plays, two by each
team, coupled with crafty pitching
performances.

SPF pitcher Greg Bayard fired a
five-hitter, fanned seven and walked
one in his seven innings on the mound.
Westfield received a strong perfor-
mance from Kevin O’Rourke who
gave up eight hits, struck out one and
walked one.

“We threw Bayard in there and he
goes three innings without a hit, and
gets a bunch of K’s. He hit his spots
and did what we wanted him to by
throwing every pitch we called,” said
SPF Head Coach Joe Franzone. “Of-
fensively, we singled them to death,
put it into play, had some speed on the
bases and let them do what they had
to with it. In the seventh, we strung
together big singles with guys who
had just entered the game and it
worked out for us.”

“We needed someone to go seven
innings and O’Rourke did a fantastic
job,” added Westfield coach Dave
Duelks. “Unfortunately we couldn’t
get the win for him and Scotch Plains
made the plays when they had to. We
tried to run a couple of offensive
plays at them and they adjusted well
to our first and third situation. Our
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF TIME…Westfield Junior Legion designated hitter Joe Schurig
tripled to right, and then stoked up the dirt as he scored on a Russ Abramowitz
sacrifice fly ball in the fifth inning. SPF catcher Jon Birnbaum awaits a throw.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NABBING A PERPETRATOR AT THIRD…Jade Isle third baseman and Scotch Plains Chief of Police, Mark Zyla, shows
the ball to umpire Ed Zazzali, not shown, after nabbing a base runner attempting to seize third in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOT TO LEFTFIELD…Trinity’s Mike Tenten drills a shot to leftfield in the
second inning against Mortarulo’s as catcher Jeff Plowman watches.

  


