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           Brooks Crandall for The Times
SADDLE UP!…The Fanwood Memorial Library offered free pony rides for children on Monday evening. For more
information on upcoming library events, please visit www.lmxac.org/fanwood.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Landscape and Parking Dilemmas Plague
South Avenue, First Street Application
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By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The continuation of an application
by Messercola Brothers Building
Company proposing a mixed-use de-
velopment on the corner of South
Avenue and First Street was heard
before the Fanwood Planning Board
at its June 23 meeting.

The development, which proposes
commercial, retail and residential
uses, would be situated on two lots
currently occupied by two single-fam-
ily homes. Those homes will be razed
to make way for the 10,230 square-
foot building and parking lot. The
applicant is applying for a parking
variance, as the 48 spaces proposed
fall short of the number proscribed by
ordinance.

At last month’s meeting, land-
scape architect Lawrence Tencza of
Tencza Associates of East Orange
recommended that the site be sur-
rounded with Hawthorne trees set
at the curb. Due to concerns ex-
pressed by the board that branches
overhanging into the street might
interfere with large vehicles, such
as buses, Mr. Tencza returned this
month with a proposal that Ginko
trees be substituted. Ginkos, he said,
were much smaller in breadth and
have higher branches that would
not impede the view of drivers exit-

ing the parking lot.
In response to the board’s concerns

regarding tree roots tearing up the
sidewalks, Mr. Tencza proposed a
technology that encourages tree roots
to grow under the sidewalks and reach
into the soil on the other side of the
concrete.

Jean Kavinski, a member of
Fanwood’s shade tree commission,
was asked by the board to question

Mr. Tencza regarding these issues.
Ms. Kavinski said that the com-

mission preferred to have trees planted
on the lawn, not near the curb, in
order to avoid sidewalk problems.
She also said that she had concerns
regarding the choice of Ginko trees
for the site.

Ms. Kavinski also requested to see
the report on the tree-root technology
proposed by Mr. Tencza. Ms. Kavinski

asked if he could accompany her to
the site to inspect trees marked for
elimination. He said he would send
his arborist to the site to address spe-
cific trees with her.

The Architect for the development,
Rocco Campanella, presented
samples of the building materials that
would be used to the board. The ar-
chitecture and materials would be

Ben Corbin for The Times
OBVIOUS PROGRESS…The large playground construction between Park
Middle School and the Post Office in Scotch Plains shows significant progress this
week.

S. Plains Council Approves Purchase
Of New Radios for Fire Department

Fred Rossi for The Times
GETTING IT RIGHT…Scotch Plains Township Administrator Thomas
Atkins confers with Township Attorney Douglas Hansen on the details of a
capital funding ordinance introduced at the council meeting Tuesday night.

SP Council Introduces
$1.75 Million Bond

For Scotch Hills Equip.
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday, the Scotch Plains
Township Council introduced a six-
year, $1.75 million capital funding
ordinance for equipment purchases
in the township public works and
parks and recreation departments
and for Scotch Hills Country Club.

Councilman Frank Rossi said the
ordinance was needed because vari-
ous pieces of equipment is aging
and needs to be replaced. He said
the heads of the affected depart-
ments had put together timetables
for the replacement of older ve-
hicles and other equipment.

More than three-fourths of the

funding will go towards equipment
in the public works department,
including backhoes, dump trucks,
loaders, trailers, a vacuum street
sweeper, a leaf-collection machine,
chippers, a paving machine and
tractors. About $220,000 will be
used to buy equipment for the parks
and recreation department, includ-

ing a dump truck and trailer, a four-
wheel drive vehicle and various
grounds equipment. Slightly more
than $200,000 will be spent to pur-
chase equipment for Scotch Hills
Country Club.

The council has been discussing a
capital funding ordinance for these
areas since early last year. If this
ordinance is passed, it will be the first
such ordinance passed for public
works, parks and recreation and the
municipal golf course since 1996.

The breakdown of expenses over
the coming six years is as follows:
$212,000 this year, $343,000 in
2005, $581,000 in 2006, $224,000
in 2007, $244,000 in 2008 and

$110,000 in 2009.
Township Manager Thomas

Atkins said adjustments could be
made to the spending levels and the
order in which equipment is pur-
chased through the next six years.
A public hearing on the ordinance
will be held at the council’s Tues-
day, August 3 meeting.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
AMERICA’S SPIRIT…The staff at John’s Meat Market on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains display their pride and faith in America on its birthday, this July Fourth.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Fire Department
will buy nearly $50,000 worth of por-
table and mobile radios, using a por-
tion of a recent federal firefighters
grant to finance the purchase. At its
Tuesday evening meeting, the Town-
ship Council approved a resolution
authorizing the purchase of 55 por-
table radios and related accessories
and 10 mobile radios. The total pur-
chase price of $49,577 will be paid
using funds from the $117,000 fed-
eral grant that was announced earlier
this year.

Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis said the
use of personal portable radios “is an
important safety matter that needs to
be addressed as soon as possible.”

He hopes the new equipment can
be put into service by mid-summer.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said there were other items needed by
the fire department and said the Coun-
cil will be acting on future purchases
using the remaining $67,000 of the
grant funds.

In other business at its only sched-
uled meeting this month, the council
voted to vacate a portion of King
Street near the Edison border so that
a housing development can move for-
ward. Last December, the Township
Planning Board approved a subdivi-
sion application from Scotch Mead-
ows LLC to create five lots on the
northern end of King Street south of
Hillside Cemetery, and build five new
single-family houses. King Street
presently ends in a small, irregular
cul-de-sac at its northern end, al-
though township tax maps show the
street extending to the cemetery’s
border. As part of the Planning Board’s
approval seven months ago, the town-
ship was required to vacate a piece of
township-owned land, approximately
2,700 sq. feet in area, with that land
being divided evenly between the two
adjoining lots.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
reminded residents that offices at the
municipal building are operating on
summer hours for a fourth year, with
offices remaining open until 7:30 p.m.

on Thursdays and closing in early
afternoon on Fridays. He encouraged
residents to take advantage of the
extended Thursday hours if they have
municipal business to transact, say-
ing it is convenient for those who
work or have other conflicts prevent-
ing them from coming to the munici-
pal building during the day.

The township will submit a grant
application to the state Department
of Transportation for the installation
of a sidewalk near McGinn Elemen-
tary School. Presently, explained
Councilwoman Nancy Malool, there
is no sidewalk on Evelyn Street, which
is used by student pedestrians, and
the police department feels a side-
walk would make the area safer. The
township is seeking $29,525 from the
state’s “Safe Streets to School” pro-
gram for the sidewalk project.

In what Councilwoman Malool
called “an ironic twist of fate,” the
Council adopted a resolution accept-
ing a $10,000 Special Improvement
District (SID) Challenge Grant from
the state Department of Community
Affairs to pay for part of the expense
associated with the year-long effort
to investigate the feasibility of estab-
lishing a SID in downtown Scotch
Plains. Last month, the council voted
not to go forward with the establish-
ment of a SID after significant oppo-
sition was voiced at two public hear-
ings. The state grant will defray the
costs involved with the hiring of a
consultant who assisted a special steer-

FW Budget Expected to Pass;
DOT to Return $300,000

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Borough Council an-
nounced at Tuesday’s budget meet-
ing that Fanwood’s 2004 budget is
expected to pass at a public meeting
to be held at Borough Hall on Mon-
day, July 19, at 7 p.m.

The first readings of the capital
budget and a salary ordinance will
be done at next week’s council meet-
ing, and the municipal budget
amendments will be discussed.

Two resolutions will be voted on:
a $35,000 temporary emergency ap-
propriation for capital improve-
ments and a professional services
contract for the bond attorney pre-
viously used by the borough, at the

same rate.
Mayor Colleen Mahr reported the

results of an accounting audit per-
formed on Fanwood’s records. It
was discovered that the borough
had failed to submit vouchers to the
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) for projects that
should have been covered by DOT
funds but were paid for by the bor-
ough, such as Westfield Avenue and
Sheelen’s Crossing.

Mayor Mahr brought the error to
the attention of the DOT, and as a
result $300,000 will be coming back
to Fanwood, and will be used for
upcoming projects in the borough.
In addition, Fanwood will apply for
a 2004 DOT Municipal Aid grant.

At Tuesday’s monthly agenda
meeting an ordinance was discussed
regarding the hours of solid waste
collection done by private compa-
nies. Many residents have com-
plained to Borough Hall about the
early morning hours that garbage
trucks perform service on residen-
tial streets.

Mayor Mahr reported that a meet-
ing was held with the collection
companies requesting that they col-
lect no earlier than 6 a.m. Since the
companies did not agree to cooper-
ate, the mayor and council are now
considering passing an ordinance
that would fine companies for col-
lecting earlier.

Union County’s Utilities Author-
ity has announced an increase in
fees for the disposal of solid waste
from municipalities in the county.
Mayor Mahr stated that she has spo-
ken with the Utilities Authority and
received confirmation that, due to
the borough’s collection schedule,
Fanwood will be not affected by
this cost increase in 2004; however,
it will take effect in 2005.

Resolutions regarding several
professional contracts will be voted
on at next week’s council meeting.
Three contracts will continue:
Charles Whelan from Salient Asso-
ciates as consultant on the borough’s
communications tower, Frank
Regan’s for legal services regard-
ing the downtown redevelopment
project and ELB for the borough’s
website maintenance. Kupper As-
sociates is being hired to provide
engineering services for the bor-
ough.

Fanwood will be applying for a
Union County Children’s Recreation
Trust Grant. If received, the grant
will provide funds for irrigation at
Forest Road Park and additional Rec-
reation Department equipment.

Independent Businesses Provide Wealth
Of Goods, Services on South Ave. Corridor

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The  Times

Editor’s Note: This is part two of a
six-part feature on the business cen-
ters in our area that will include
Downtown Westfield, Westfield’s
South Avenue corridor, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood.

* * * * * * *
On the south side of the Westfield

Train Station lies an eclectic mix of
independent businesses that often
goes unappreciated as part of Down-
town Westfield.

“The Southside is really worth vis-
iting,” said Westfield Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Allison O’Hara.

One notable characteristic of South

Avenue is that the “Mom & Pop”
businesses still outnumber the na-
tional chains that have moved to
Westfield over the past decade.
Though some franchises like Sub-
way and CVS Pharmacy have made
their homes on South Avenue, the
stretch does not have as many chain
stores as the north side of downtown,
where several clothing chain stores
sit side by side with smaller busi-
nesses.

Bob Larsen, owner of Sound Sta-
tion, takes pride in the fact that South
Avenue’s character is shaped by the
many independent businesses, and he
hopes the district will maintain that
uniqueness. “I don’t want (South
Avenue) to become a mall,” he said.

Ms. O’Hara noted that another sig-

nificant quality of South Avenue is
the prevalence of “destination shops”
– stores that attract customers for a
specific product or service.

R.J. Hartman, owner of Treasure
Cove Divers, agrees that the specialty
stores on South Avenue attract cus-
tomers from outside of town, even
from areas outside of Union County.
He added that he feels the north and
south sides of downtown compliment
each other, offering shoppers differ-
ent types of stores.

The newly opened Golden Age Fret-
ted Instruments is a prime example of
the destination shops of Westfield.
Owner John Reynolds cited the prox-
imity to the train station as an impor-
tant strength of the South Avenue
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ILLUMINATION…On the evening of June 22, over 400 “caring candles” illumi-
nated the front of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School to honor the Class of 2004.
This annual event was coordinated by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chemical
Dependency Committee as a reminder that the community cares about the future
of its seniors. Several volunteers and donations from the Kiwanis Club and Weldon
Stone Quarry made the event possible. Pictured, above, Kathy VanNatta and her
daughters join Christopher Lestarchick in lighting the candles.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER…The Scotch Plains Woman’s Club, a member of the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, met on June 9 for the last meeting of the year.
The club awarded its $2,000 Nursing Scholarship to Maura Daly, who will enter her
third year at Rutgers University. The club elected officers for the next year, which will
remain the same: President Tricia Reynolds, First Vice President Edith Czeropski,
Corresponding and Recording Secretary Vera Lukacovic and Treasurer Harriet
Shaner. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Reynolds, Maura and her mother, Mary Daly.

Ashley Meyn

Ashley Meyn of SP Attends
Youth Leadership Forum

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ashley Meyn
of Scotch Plains, a junior at Union
Catholic High School, attended the
National Youth Leadership Forum on
Medicine (NYLF/MED) in Philadel-
phia, Pa. from June 20 to 29.

Having demonstrated academic
achievement and an interest
in a career related to science
and health, Ashley joined
more than 360 outstanding
high school juniors and se-
niors from across the United
States at the forum.

Ashley learned first-hand
from medical profession-
als about medical ethics,
the global effects of infec-
tious disease, genetic re-
search and many other sub-
jects relevant to the field.

“The National Youth Leadership
Forum on Medicine offers students
like Ashley Meyn a behind-the-scenes
look of what it takes to become a
medical professional,” said Execu-
tive Director of NYLF Donna Snyder.
“The curriculum for the Forum on
Medicine complements the classroom
experience and allows its participants
to gain an understanding of how to
get to where they want to be within
the universe of medicine.”

Dr. Brian Strom of the University
of Pennsylvania School of Medicine,
who also holds an MPH, told Ashley
and other pupils what it takes to suc-

ceed as a physician.
“Medicine is a profession, not a

job,” he said. “You need to be bright
to handle the schooling, but hard work
and determination is the key to suc-
cess. If you do not graduate, our
country will have one less physician

and in return will suffer from
not having you in the field.”

Throughout the program,
Ashley experienced problem-
based learning in a series of
immense and stimulating
simulations, many exercises
of which are faced by stu-
dents in medical schools
throughout the nation.

NYLF/MED culminated
in the Public Health Sympo-
sium, in which Ashley and
other pupils developed pro-

grams to directly impact their commu-
nities on the issues of adolescent health,
care for the elderly and chronic disease,
among others.

The goal of the exercise was to
encourage students to develop and
implement programs as leaders, ad-
dressing concerns on public health
issues in their communities.

During NYLF/MED, Ashley had
the opportunity to visit some of the
top institutions of medical learning
and research in the country, includ-
ing Hahnemann University Hospital,
Thomas Jefferson University Hospi-
tal, Temple University School of
Medicine, University of Pennsylva-
nia School of Nursing and others.

Ashley also interacted with doc-
tors, nurses, scientists and professors
to gather a greater understanding of
medical history, standards and trends.

“Many who participate in our pro-
gram arrive thinking they have a clear
idea of the type of medicine they
want to practice,” added Ms. Snyder.
“By opening new doors, students can
confirm or adjust their professional
plans accordingly, prior to college.”

consistent with Fanwood’s Victorian
décor, using earth tones of beiges,
browns and greens for the three-story
building with five roof-peaks. The maxi-
mum height of the roof will be 28 feet.

First Street residents expressed their
concerns that this height would im-
pinge on their privacy. Mr. Tencza
told First Street resident Jim Conahan
that initially, the tree buffer would not
block headlights from shining into
his windows, but that eventually, the
trees would fan out and act as a shield
from parking lot headlights.

Civil engineer and traffic expert
David Shropshire, of Shropshire Asso-
ciates LLC in Medford, presented tes-
timony to the board that in his profes-
sional opinion, the parking spaces pro-
posed were more than adequate for a
mixed-use development, as residential
and retail uses peak at opposite times.
The proposed 48 parking spaces are
approximately 15 less than the number
required for a development of this size.
He also suggested that because the
development was near a railroad, some
residents would be more inclined to use
the train rather than own a car.

Several board members disagreed,
citing that most residents would need
a car to access supermarkets and high-

way shopping.
Mr. Shropshire said that if the board

was disinclined to approve the parking
variance, the applicant was willing to
be held to the condition of having to
prove that the parking was adequate
for the initial uses before being issued
certificates of occupancy for subse-
quent areas of the development. Board
Vice Chairman John Celardo told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that he
had never heard of such a condition for
a development.

The board also questioned the traf-
fic engineer regarding the flow of cars
entering and exiting the proposed park-
ing lot and discussed their concerns
about traffic flow on First Street. A
restricted left turn out of the parking
lot onto South Avenue was evaluated.

Jack Molenaar, the council represen-
tative to the planning board, asked Mr.
Shropshire to look into other options,
such as alternative parking lots in the
area, as well as traffic flow control
measures such as striping, bump outs
and a crosswalk to protect the pedestri-
ans crossing South Avenue.

Mr. Shropshire said that the De-
partment of Transportation will be
reviewing the development for any
measures needed to control the traffic
in this area.

The application will be continued
on Wednesday, July 28 with testi-
mony from the applicant’s profes-
sional planner and site engineer.

In other business, the board voted to
change the Planning Board’s meeting
time from 8 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This new
time will begin in September and will
also apply to planning board agenda
meetings. The reason, cited by board
members, is to start earlier and finish
earlier, avoiding late-night mistakes.

Carolyn Lathrop Earns
Dartmouth Citation

SCOTCH PLAINS – Carolyn
Lathrop, a Dartmouth College stu-
dent in the Class of 2006 from Scotch
Plains, has been cited for outstanding
academic achievement in German 2
during the spring 2004 term.

She is the daughter of Peter Lathrop
and Martha Sides-Lathrop.

Evan Dornbush Granted
Master of Science Degree

IN MEMORY OF…The Walter Lestarchick memorial was recently dedicated at
the Fanwood Conservation Center.

LOCAL GRADUATES…Five area residents are recent sixth-grade graduates of
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child in Summit. Pictured, left to right, are: Jessica
Natoli, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vance Natoli of Scotch Plains; Alexander
Russoniello, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Russoniello of Scotch Plains;
Joseph Macri, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Macri of Westfield, Seton
Hartnett, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hartnett of Westfield; and
Victoria Roeck, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Roeck of Westfield. A class
of 35 graduated from the Lower School on June 10.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Evan
Dornbush of Scotch Plains com-
pleted the academic requirements
of the School of Engineering and
Applied Science at The George
Washington University in Wash-
ington, D.C. for the Master of
Science degree in Computer Sci-
ence in the spring 2004 semester.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Ken
Dornbush of Scotch Plains, he is
a member of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of
1999.

Two SP Residents Graduate
Oak Knoll School in Summit
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains residents Alicia Miranda
Mazzucca and Natalie Quesada
are recent graduates of Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child in Sum-
mit.

Graduation ceremonies were
held on June 13 on the Oak Knoll
campus.

A member of Oak Knoll’s se-
lect singing group, “Ensemble,”
Alicia was also an active partici-
pant in the school’s annual musi-
cal production. She sang in Con-
cert Choir for six years, was presi-
dent of the Culture Vultures club
and was a member of the Spanish
Honor Society.

The daughter of Isabel Miranda
of Scotch Plains and Henry
Mazzucca of Fanwood, Alicia
earned a Merit Scholarship to
attend the University of Dela-
ware.

Natalie is the recipient of the
2004 Rita O’Brien Kentz Foreign
Language Award. She also won the
Leadership Award for her technical
expertise in the 2003 musical per-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Radios
ing committee in its year-long delib-
erations on forming a SID. Council-
woman Malool said on Tuesday she
was glad that local taxpayers would
not have to pay for much of “what
turned out to be an exercise in futility.”

The council approved an ordinance
establishing a $7 fee for those want-
ing a Certificate of Domestic Partner-
ship. The state’s Domestic Partner-
ship Law enacted in January takes
effect on July 12, and municipalities
are required to establish a fee for
those couples wishing to register.

Melissa Mollen Lauded
For Academic Excellence

SCOTCH PLAINS – Melissa
Mollen, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
David Brous of Scotch Plains, was
named to the Dean’s List at Brandeis
University in Waltham, Mass. for the
spring 2004 semester.

Jay David Harris Earns
Bachelor of Arts Degree

FANWOOD – Jay David Harris,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. David Harris
of Fanwood, graduated Columbia
College, Columbia University in New
York, N.Y. with a Bachelor of Arts
degree. He majored in computer sci-
ence and creative writing.

While pursuing his undergraduate
studies, Jay co-authored “Navigating
Your Freshman Year,” which was pub-
lished by Natavi Guides. He also
penned “Java Basics,” a “Sparkchart”
published by Sparknotes, a division
of Barnes & Noble.

Jay also contributed restaurant re-
views to the Columbia guidebook,
“Inside New York 2004.”

He was a member of the Columbia
College Undergraduate House Council.

formance.
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Gonzalo Quesada of Scotch Plains,
she will attend Lynn University in
Florida.

C O L L E G E - B O U N D … N a t a l i e
Quesada, left, and Alicia Miranda
Mazzucca, both of Scotch Plains, are
recent graduates of Oak Knoll School
of the Holy Child in Summit.

Landscape, Parking Dilemmas
Plague South Avenue Proposal
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Independent Businesses Provide
Wealth of Goods and Services

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

district because it enables non-lo-
cal customers to reach the stores.

The South Avenue corridor ex-
tends beyond the block of stores
directly across from the train sta-
tion. Sandwiched between Scotch
Plains and Garwood, most of South
Avenue is lined with shops. On the
other side of Central Avenue, an
outdoor shopping center is home to
several small businesses, including
a pizzeria, beauty supply store, and
trendy Japanese restaurant. Beyond
the traffic circle in the other direc-
tion, both sides of South Avenue are
dotted with independent businesses
offering a wide variety of services.

Town & Country Wines and Li-
quors, named “Business of the Year”
in 2001 by the Westfield Chamber
of Commerce, is one of the more
recently-renovated business prop-
erties in its shopping center. Owner
Sean Weinerman said he chose the
location because he found Westfield
to be “the right town for an upscale
wine shop.” Because South Avenue
runs straight through several towns,
Town & Country Wines and Li-
quors is accessible to patrons from
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Clark,
Cranford and Garwood. Mr.
Weinerman identified this accessi-
bility as a definite strength of South
Avenue for merchants, noting that
the cluster of stores is a “destina-
tion center” rather than a place for
window-shopping.

Bogdan Bienko, owner of Tiffany
Drugs, sees parts of South Avenue
as strong locations for businesses
because traffic is not as congested
as in the town center. Many South
Avenue stores, like Tiffany Drugs,
have private parking lots for cus-
tomers. Echoing the feeling among
many independent merchants, Mr.
Bienko values the personal atten-
tion that small businesses can offer
over chain stores.

Divided from the rest of the down-
town area by the train station, the
South Avenue business district is not
as visible as the rest of the down-
town shopping center, and it gener-
ally does not attract the same amount
of foot traffic as the center of town.

Different business owners offer
several reasons why South Avenue
tends to be neglected by the hordes
of shoppers that flock to the busi-
nesses surrounding North Avenue
and East Broad Street.

Richard Fromkin, owner of
Westfield Interiors and Chairper-

son of the Westfield Chamber of
Commerce, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the lack of ample
parking discourages shoppers from
browsing South Avenue.

Elena Ciervo, the owner of
Meeker’s Florist, suggested that bet-
ter lighting in the evening and mea-
sures taken to beautify South Av-
enue would revitalize the area and
make shoppers feel more comfort-
able.

Mr. Fromkin, who is also a board
member of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, agreed and said he
hopes South Avenue merchants con-
tinue to maintain and improve the
appearances of their stores by keep-
ing them clean and attractive.

South Avenue may not always be
considered by shoppers to be part of
‘downtown Westfield,’ but the strip
of businesses does lie within the
borders of the Special Improvement
District. Sherry Cronin, Executive
Director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, maintained that South
Avenue is considered to be an
equally important part of downtown
Westfield as the North Avenue side.

“We include South Avenue in ev-
erything we do,” she said, citing
current initiatives to improve façade
design for several properties, in-
cluding Duke’s Sub & Deli, Pro-
Tour Bicycle and Westfield Sleep
Center.

Ms. Cronin also addressed the
strengths of South Avenue, praising
the uniquely individual businesses
such as Classic Basket, Meeker’s
Florist and Westfield Seafood,
which provide upscale services.

Some merchants disagree, how-
ever, saying that South Avenue of-
ten receives less attention than the
center of downtown. One example
noted by Mr. Bienko is that the
downtown holiday decorations from
the Chamber of Commerce do not
extend down South Avenue. Ms.
Ciervo duly noted the lack of initia-
tive thus far to accent South Avenue
with lighting or outdoor plants.

While the heart of town ranks
high in popularity for local and vis-
iting shoppers, it is important to
remember that the Westfield busi-
ness district on the other side of the
tracks – the South Avenue corridor
– provides a wealth of goods and
services meeting a variety of con-
sumer needs, with the individual
attention of independent merchants
and their diverse wares.

WF Fire Dept. Holds
Promotion Ceremony

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On July 1 the
Westfield Fire Department pro-
moted three fire fighters and
named one new fire fighter in a
special ceremony at Town Hall.

Captain Kenneth Dannevig was
promoted to the rank of Deputy
Fire Chief. Deputy Chief
Dannevig started with Westfield
as a volunteer in 1981. In 1985,
Deputy Chief Dannevig was hired
as a paid fire fighter, then in 1991
moved over to Fire Prevention
Bureau as a fire inspector. The
deputy chief then was promoted
to the rank of lieutenant in 1992
and in 2000 he was promoted to
Captain, and now in 2004 holds
the rank of deputy chief along
with Deputy Chief Daniel Kelly.

Lieutenant David Kelly, who
was promoted to the rank of Cap-
tain, received his master’s degree
in Fire Protection Management
from John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice and his bachelor’s de-
gree in Science Forestry from the
University of Vermont. Captain
Kelly has been with the Westfield
Fire Department since 1988 when
he started as a volunteer. He be-

came a paid fire fighter in 1992,
received the rank of lieutenant in
1999 and received this promotion
to captain in 2004.

In this set of promotions
Westfield fire fighter John
Peterson Jr. made history as the
first African-American to become
an officer in the Westfield Fire
Department. Lieutenant Peterson
has served the department for 18
years.

Lieutenant John Peterson told
The Westfield Leader, “I want to
thank a few people that made an
impact my life like Westfield Fire
Chief John Castellano, retired
Deputy Chief Jack Duelks,
Deputy Chief Daniel Kelly, Cap-
tain David Kelly, and former
Westfield Chief Walter Ridge. I
would also like to send a special
thanks to my wife Shareen who,
while pregnant with my daughter,
gave me nothing but support and
encouragement through the hours
I had to spend studying.”

Fire fighter Michael Duelks, son
of recently retired Deputy Chief
Jack Duelks, was also sworn as
Westfied’s newest fire fighter. Fire
fighter Duelks began as a volun-
teer in 2002.


