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NIES PUMMELS 2 HRS, 4 RBI; POILLON POUNDS HR

Checchio Chiropractic Levels
Dunellen Hotel Men, 13-0, in 5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There were expectations of a real
battle for supremacy in the A Divi-
sion of the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League when first place Dunellen
Hotel faced second place Checchio
Chiropractic at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on June 30. Earlier in
the season, the Hotel men scorched
the Chiropractors in a 13-12 thriller.

“I remember the last game they
scored eight runs in one inning,” re-
called Checchio team captain Joe
Cepparulo. “It was 8-0 then we started
chipping away and went ahead 12-10.
They got three runs in the last inning.”

Dunellen Hotel came into the game

with a 12-3 record and Checchio’s
had an 11-3 record. In the first game
of the doubleheader, however,
Checchio leveled the Hotel men, 13-
0, in five innings.

Checchio pitcher Ron Germinder
limited Dunellen to just two hits –
Fran Maggio and Steve Campbell –
and faced only 16 batters in the five-
inning stretch, permitting four men to
approach the plate only in the fourth
inning. Third baseman Mark Nies led
the 13-hit battering by pummeling
two colossal home runs, scoring three
times and knocking in four runs.

Prior to the game, when asked how
he would pitch to the powerful Nies,
Dunellen pitcher Billy Scott an-
swered, “Can you spell ball 4?”

Checchio leadoff batter Pete
Poillon, who scored twice, hammered
a solo blast in the fifth, Neil Kauffman
rapped two singles, scored twice and
had an RBI and Nick Piscopo went 2-
for-2, including a double, with three
RBI and a run scored.

Checchio’s “Great Wall” infield
frustrated the Hotel men and the out-
field attracted fly balls like magnets.
Nies, playing third base, initiated a
smooth second-to-first double play
in the first inning and added a cool
scoop in the fifth. Quick-handed short-
stop Poillon pulled off several fine
plays. Hotel shortstop Chris
Vanderfliet made a double play pos-
sible by grabbing a toss from pitcher
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❍2004 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Director: Tom Breznitsky
in association with

 Roger Bongaerts, Director – The Dutch Soccer Academy
Pascal Clerigo - Brazilian Soccer Academy

Camp Features
• Novice to Advanced
• Ability Grouping
• Kinder Soccer Program

Monday, July 26 - Friday, July 30
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Camp Features
• Tactical Camp for Teams
• Goalkeepers School
• Indoor Facilities
• Family Discounts

Tom Breznitsky - (908) 322-6102
Boys’ Varsity Soccer Coach, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Home of the ‘87, ‘89, ‘91, ‘92, ‘95, ‘97, ‘98 NJ State Champions Boys Soccer Team

WICHOSKI CRACKS 2 HRS, GERCKENS PICKS UP WIN

Westfield Legion 9 Crushes
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 14-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

American Senior Legion Baseball
heated up with sparks flying on June
30 in Scotch Plains as host Westfield,
(7-5) met rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) (3-4). Superlative

pitching combined with an eight-run
outburst in the first inning provided
Westfield with a 14-3 win.

“Like I told the guys after the game,
it came down to one big play,” said
SP-F Head Coach Tom Baylock.
“With two on and two outs, their

number five batter hit a pop-up foul
ball and we didn’t catch it with three
guys on it. That would of taken us out
of the inning without a score. Instead,
they scored eight runs, so that was the
ball game. Chris D’Annunzio threw
54 pitches in that inning, so naturally
he got tired, left his pitches up and fell
behind on the batters, which forced
him to throw fastballs and they hit
him with singles.”

Westfield starting pitcher Josh
Gerckens had dynamic stuff, allowed
three runs on five hits and one walk in
four innings. Drew Howe tossed the
fifth and yielded a single to Dan
Birnbaum. Ken Wichoski fired his
canon with two home runs and Sam
Kim muscled a three-run double.

“My goal was to stay ahead of the
batters with my fastball which, by the
way, was working pretty well, get
two strikes on them and then follow
up with my off-pitch,” said Gerckens.
“I had a good hitting team behind me
today, two big home runs by Kenny,
so I’m glad we got a good win.”

Westfield catcher Mike Murray
added, “His ball moved a lot, so we
stayed with the fastball and tried to
get ahead of the hitters. He hit his

CIHANOWYZ GOES 3-FOR-4, 2 RBI; STRATTON HRS

St. Aloysius Softball Men Tap
Under-Stocked St. Kilian, 9-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Kilian, as of June 25, held the
top spot in the Angels Division of the
St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League but, with an under-
stocked group of just nine players,
had to face a rough and ready St.
Aloysius squad at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 1.

St. Aloysius, in the hunt for the top
spot in the Saints Division, took ad-
vantage of St, Kilian’s one-man short-
age in the outfield to compile a 17-hit
assault, which resulted in a 9-3 vic-
tory. Bob Cihanowyz wrecked
Kilian’s hopes offensively and defen-
sively, going 3-for-4, with a two-run
double, and scoring three times, while
making some extraordinary catches
in leftfield. Bill McKinney and Emmit
O’Hara each had two hits, a run scored
and an RBI, and Jack Kennedy ripped
two singles and an RBI.

St. Kilian was limited to just six
hits by ace pitcher Al Betau, but the

first one was a solo homer off the bat
of Rob Stratton in the bottom of the
first. John Gordon had a two-run
single and a double.

Both teams displayed sparkling
defense, but St. Aloysius stole the
show with amazing plays. Cihanowyz
made a great grab of a foul line drive
down the leftfield line in the second
inning then topped that performance
with a major league sliding snag in
the seventh. Shortstop Kevin
Woodring made a superb running
catch in shallow left, second baseman
Joe Romash made a startling stop to
get a force play and Betau made a fine
grab to get another putout.

“Our defense won this game. Our
first game with them (5-4) was also
defensive,” said St. Aloysius’ Tom
Rutkowski after the game.

Kilian’s John Gordon made a fine
running catch in leftfield, third
baseman Stan Lisniewski was respon-
sible for two fine plays and Reilly
fooled all critics with a great running

catch in right. Shortstop Stratton per-
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
G & W COMBINE FOR VICTORY…In his inaugural appearance, righty
pitcher Josh Gerckens tossed a five hitter and Ken Wichoski cracked two
homeruns to lead Westfield to a, 14-3 victory in Scotch Plains on June 30.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GAME ENDING TWO-RUN HOME RUN…Checchio slugger Mark Nies launches his second home run in Game 1 of a
doubleheader against Dunellen Hotel to end the game in five innings with a 13-0 victory. As Nies rounds third, he is
congratulated by teammate Ed Guittierez.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT AT SECOND…St. Kilian shortstop Rob Stratton gets
the force out on St. Aloysius base runner Tom Rutkowski.


