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‘A National Moment’ of Farewell
Seems to Mark End of an Era

By THE REV. ANDREW C.
HAMERSLEY

My mother voted for Richard
Nixon. My father voted for JFK. (With
a volatile relationship, it was not their
most intense disagreement). One of
my earlier memories is of being antsy
waiting for Richard Nixon to pass by
in a motorcade. This was in the
Riverdale section of the Bronx which,
given its liberal reputation, explains
why he only passed by.

Why my mother wanted to catch a
glimpse of the Vice President, I never
knew. She was only in her 20s. Maybe
it was just something to do. Maybe as
the mother of two small boys, she
needed to get out of the house.

I thought of my parents and their
political leanings recently during the
coverage of the national funeral for the
late President Ronald Reagan. Their
allegiances were hard to peg. My mom
grew to distrust Richard Nixon. The
lowest thing she could say about an-
other human being was to call them
“most unattractive.” (Nixon grew to
deserve that one from her.)

Yet, she was also a died-in-the-
wool despiser of the Kennedys. In
truth, I think my mother was a femi-
nist before the label was familiar. She
thought of John F. Kennedy as a play-
boy and a cad. And then when he was
shot, she hated him for breaking her
heart. Inconsistent, but true.

I think of my father as a traditional
moderate Democrat. This was no
small feat, given his background. A
man who values practicality and fair
play, he was supportive of the New
Frontier and the Great Society, of
Civil Rights, and thoughtful debate.

I think he must have liked Adlai
Stevenson. I know he voted for both
Kennedys. Their assassinations hit
him hard. He was younger than both
of them. I remember watching him
write a handwritten note of condo-
lence to Ethel Kennedy when Robert
was assassinated. Both my parents
wept real tears watching the coverage
of the Kennedy funerals. I still do.

As for President Reagan, neither of
my parents were likely supporters.
My mother disliked true conserva-
tives, holding a special loathing for
Joseph McCarthy and Barry
Goldwater. (Other “unattractive
men.”) My father would not have
bought “trickle down” as a theory or
the black and white certitude of the
Reagan foreign policy. But I am quite
sure my mother would have been
moved by President Reagan’s funeral,
and I am fairly sure my dad was, too.

I did not watch it. I was on my way

to a trout stream when I caught a bit of
it on the radio. As a baby boomer, I
was formed by the violence and tur-
moil of the ’60s. I cast my first presi-
dential vote in 1972 in, then, Gover-
nor Reagan’s California.

I knew I would be confused by the
event. As an Episcopal priest, however,
I was moved and comforted by the
funeral liturgy of The Book of Com-
mon Prayer. I was proud of our Na-
tional Cathedral, the seat of our Presid-
ing Bishop. I recognized as a brother
priest, the officiant, the Reverend John
Danforth, former senator of Missouri.

Later, on rerun, I thought George H.
W. Bush, also an Episcopalian, was
very moving in his tribute to his former
boss. All in all, I thought the funeral
showed our church in a good light. But
my mother was not crazy about the
church per se, and my father has
evolved into a spiritual generalist over
time. Their attraction to the service
would not have been denominational,
but more broad and instinctual.

My mother would have lost it at
“The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”
In funerals, it is the music that sneaks
up on one’s tear ducts and chokes
one’s throat. (It did to me when my
mom died at an early age).

My dad would have responded to
the military images. He had been a
Marine and, before that, a member of
the Knickerbocker Grays, a kind of
young cadet corps for New York City
children. Order, precision and duty
still appeal to him.

In the end, I imagine my parents’
response to the Reagan funeral was
shared by most of America. Initially,
the funeral appeared to act as a cul-
tural antidote to the traumas of 1963
and 1968. Much of the symbolism
was similar: a body lying in state, the
horse drawn caisson, the rider’s boots
backwards, the grieving widow.

Ultimately, however, its place in
history will pale in comparison. This
time it was a death, which came after
a long life. And of course, nothing
will take away our national traumas.
Both studied and historic, the Reagan
funeral seemed like a merger of Hol-
lywood and Washington. But with
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon and now
Reagan gone, it seems an era is gone,
and I thought of my parents. I am
getting old and life is full of mystery,
or so it seemed to me as I waded into
the south branch of the Raritan River.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley serves as

the Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

WOMEN HELPING WOMEN…Ellen Ramer, President of Soroptomist Inter-
national of the Greater Westfield Area, left, presents a check for $11,000 to Eileen
Cumisky, Board President of the Mental Health Association of Union County.
The association’s program, “Choices for Women,” provides counseling to women
who have been physically or emotionally abused.

SIGWA Supports ‘Choices’
To Help Battered Women

WESTFIELD — For over 20 years,
Soroptomist International of the Greater
Westfield Area (SIGWA) has provided
support for its major service project,
“The Choices Group,” which addresses
challenges faced by women today.

Since 1985, “Choices” has pro-
vided counseling to physically and/
or emotionally battered women
through support groups and telephone
outreach.

Sponsored by the Mental Health
Association of Union County, the
program is funded primarily by two
women’s organizations: SIGWA and
the Westfield Service League. Over
2000 women have attended the
weekly open-ended group, and more
than 6,000 families have received
counseling information and referrals.

The average group size is eight to
10 women. A counselor, who is a
domestic violence specialist, co-fa-
cilitates with a trained peer counse-
lor. Because of increased need,
“Choices” now offers individual
counseling as well.

Ellen Ramer, President of SIGWA,
spoke of her organization’s goals at
its awards evening on May 18.

“This event is always very special
to us for it is what SIGWA is all
about,” she said. Recalling the found-
ing of the Soroptomist organization
in 1921, she explained that the name
comes “from two Latin words, Soro,

for women, and Optimist, for best –
the Best of Women.”

“Now known as Soroptomist Inter-
national of the Americas, the organi-
zation is part of Soroptomist Interna-
tional, with almost 100,000 members
in 115 countries around the world,”
Ms. Ramer added.

“SIGWA carefully chose the Do-
mestic Violence Center of MHAUC’s
program, ‘Choices for Women,’ as
its continuing local project over 20
years ago,” she noted. “This year,
MHAUC’s 60th anniversary, SIGWA
is proud to mark this special event
with our largest donation to date, in
the form of a check for $11,000.”

MHAUC Board President Eileen
Cumisky told SIGWA members, “We
are so very appreciative of the ongo-
ing support of SIGWA.”

Dr. Nancymarie Bride, Executive
Director of MHAUC and founder of its
“Choices” program, stated, “It is im-
perative for the public to know that
confidentiality and safety are primary
concerns when working with this
population…SIGWA’s donation takes
us a long way towards our commitment
of continual support for women in need.”

For more information about
“Choices,” funding opportunities,
counseling hours, community edu-
cation and legal assistance, please
call (908) 272-0300 or visit
www.mhauc.com.
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‘Encounters With Jesus’
To Spotlight Nicodemus

SCOTCH PLAINS – The next ses-
sion of “Life-Transforming Encoun-
ters With Jesus” at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains
will take place on Wednesday, July
14, from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursday,
July 15, from 10 to 11:45 a.m.

“Doctoral Work in Religion…to
Pre-Kindergarten Sunday School”
(John 3:1-21), will focus on
Nicodemus, a man of integrity, and
his search for answers to life’s largest
questions. It will take place in
Alexander Hall. All are welcome.

This is the second study in the sum-
mer series “Work in the Word,” which
is being taught by the Reverend George
Betz, Interim Pastor. Each week’s study
will be self-contained, so participants
may come as often as they can.

The Wednesday and Thursday ses-
sions will study identical content, al-
though discussions will vary based
on questions and group participation.
The “Work in the Word” series will
continue weekly through August 25
and 26. Materials will be available
for everyone.

Babysitting and simple refreshments

will be available. Individuals are asked
to let the church know in advance if
childcare is needed so activities may
be planned for the youngsters.

The Willow Grove Church is lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road. Anyone
interested in attending these studies,
or who has questions, may call the
church office during morning hours,
Monday through Friday, at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

DEATH NOTICE
Caitlin Cofer Rotchford, 48, Had Career

As Publishing Executive For 25 Years
Caitlin (Cofer) Rotchford, 48, died

on Wednesday, June 30, at her home in
New Vernon after a long struggle with
multiple system atrophy.

Caitlin attended Westfield schools,
Phillips Academy and Brown Univer-
sity. She enjoyed a 25-year career as a
publishing executive, specializing in
educational books for children.

She was President of Pearson Learn-
ing and Modern Curriculum Press; Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Prentice Hall
College, and Vice President of account
management, client services and mar-
keting at Automatic Data Processing.

Caitlin, who began her career at
AT&T, retired for health reasons as
President of Weekly Reader.

She is survived by her husband,
Brian G. Rotchford; two sons, Peter

and Jamie; her mother, Dorcas Cohen
of New York City and Kennebunkport,
Me.; her father, Frederick J. Cofer of
Westfield; her sister, Lisa Gonnella of
Westfield; her brother, James H. Cofer
of Old Greenwich, Conn.; her stepfa-
ther, Dr. S.J. Cohen; her stepmother,
Faith M. Cofer; her mother-in-law,
Joanne Rotchford of Westfield, and
several nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at a
later date.

Arrangements are by the Burroughs,
Kohr and Dangler Funeral Home in
Madison.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made to Atlantic Home Care and
Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street, Millburn
07041.
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John Dudash, 81, Was Army Veteran;
Employed By Westfield School Board

Wayne A. Ortlepp, 73, Business Owner;
Was Active in Church and Civic Groups

Wayne A. Ortlepp, 73, of Somerset
died on Wednesday, June 30, at his
home.

Born in Newark, Mr. Ortlepp spent
his teenage years in Westfield and
also had been a longtime Scotch Plains
resident before moving to Somerset
in August of 2003.

Mr. Ortlepp had been the owner
and president of Ortalis Corporation,
an air conditioning and heating con-
tracting firm in North Plainfield, for
many years prior to retiring.

He earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Mechanical Engineering from
Tri-State College in Angola, Ind. in 1951.

As a resident of Scotch Plains, he was
active in the Jaycees, Rotary, Kiwanis
and the All Saints’ Episcopal Church.

Surviving are his wife, Linda
Ortlepp; a daughter, Elizabeth Tay-
lor; a son, Mark Ortlepp; a sister,
Elaine Wood; a stepdaughter, Elysa
Lyons; a stepson, Seth Braunstein,
and five grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, July 3, at the All Saints’ Epis-
copal Church in Scotch Plains. Inter-
ment followed at Franklin Memorial
Park in North Brunswick.

Arrangements were by the Bruce
C. VanArsdale Funeral Home in
Somerville.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Cancer Institute of New Jersey,
195 Little Albany Street, New
Brunswick 08903.
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John Dudash, 81, of Fanwood died
on Thursday, July 1, at his home.

Born in Boardman, Pa., he had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Fanwood 40 years ago.

Mr. Dudash had been employed by
the Westfield Board of Education for
many years prior to retiring in 1985.
He subsequently worked as a school
crossing guard in Fanwood.

During World War II, he served as
a Sergeant in the 53rd Armored Engi-
neer Battalion of the United States
Army.

Mr. Dudash was a member of
American Legion Post No. 209 in

Scotch Plains.
He was predeceased by his wife,

Remigia “Mae” Dudash, on October
17, 1990.

Surviving are three daughters,
Lynn Miller, Doreen Indico and
Kathy Dudash; two sisters, Julia
Miklaszewski and Theresa Barnes;
five grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, July 7, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment followed
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218
Forest Road, Fanwood 07023 or Rob-
ert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal at Rahway Hospice, 865 Stone
Street, Rahway 07065.

July 8, 2004

Matthew Russo, Sr., 73
Matthew G. Russo, Sr., 73, of

Westfield died on Friday, July 2, at Beth
Israel Medical Center in Newark.

Born in Newark, he lived the last 48
years in Westfield.

A carpenter in the Westfield area
for many years, Mr. Russo earlier had
worked in the family business, R.
Russo & Sons Fuel Oil Company of
Newark.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of the Korean Conflict.

He served as an usher at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Surviving are his wife, Rose Russo;
three daughters, Mary Ellen Ganz of
Warren, Donna Nunez of Howell and
Patricia Russo of Roselle; three sons,
Matthew G. Russo, Jr. and Vincent
Russo, both of Westfield, and David
Russo of Matawan; nine grandsons
and a granddaughter.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, July 6, at the
Holy Trinity Church. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Volunteer Department of the
Veterans Administration Hospital,
151 Knoll Croft Road, Lyons 07939
or to the American Heart Associa-
tion, 2550 Route 1, New Brunswick
08902.
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Caregivers Group Posts
Meeting For Monday
WESTFIELD – Individuals caring

for an elderly or chronically ill loved
one are invited to attend a support
group meeting on Monday, July 12, at
8 p.m. in the Parish Center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, located on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings of the group take place
on the first non-holiday Monday of
each month. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more infor-
mation, please call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1867.

DEATH NOTICE
Dorothy Shorsher, 78
Dorothy Duff Shorsher, 78, of

Westfield died on Saturday, July 3, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Rochester, Pa., she lived in
Westfield since 1955 and was a win-
ter resident of Stuart, Fla. for the past
19 years.

Mrs. Shorsher was a member of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church of
Westfield and served on its Altar
Guild, and also was a member of the
Mariner Sands Chapel in Stuart, Fla.

She additionally was a member of
the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield and the Mariner Sands Coun-
try Club in Stuart. Mrs. Shorsher was
a Past Board Member of the Westfield
Hospital Association and a member of
the Westfield Junior Women’s Club.

Surviving are her husband of 58
years, Fred A. Shorsher; a daughter,
Nancy Jane Shivers of Bay Head, and
two grandchildren, Jane Blythe
Hoffman and Mitchell Shivers, Jr.

Visitation will be from 7 to 9 p.m.
today, Thursday, July 8, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Funeral services will be
held at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
July 9, at the Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Burial will be private.
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