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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pourridie – Any of various fungus

growths which decay the roots of vines
2. Requin – A shark
3. Miche – To hide or sneak
4. Treague – A truce

DELACRIMATION
1. Dehydration
2. Wateriness of the eyes
3. Yielding no milk
4. Dryness of the skin

TURPITUDE
1. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Baseness; vileness
4. Agitation; violence

TEIL
1. The lime tree
2. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
3. The powder of aloes
4. A green vegetable pigment

LANDLOPING
1. A footprint
2. A vagabond
3. A trap, snare
4. Cutting; especially with an ax or saw

Aitoff Projection; Azimuthal;
(Modified Azimuthal Equidistant);
Neither Conformal or Equal-area;
David Aitoff; 1889
Interruptions by J. Paul Goode; Date unknown

WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?

By Mary Alyce Torpy
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quilota, EcuadorQuilota, EcuadorQuilota, EcuadorQuilota, EcuadorQuilota, Ecuador

Editor’s Note: Mary Alyce of
Cranford is known in the area from
her days as a bartender at the Jolly
Trolley in Westfield. She is reporting
on her current solo adventures in
South America. See photographs on
page 5.

*****
This is a story that needed to be told

with a few photos. I am still shaking
my head that I actually made it back
from this place! For merely four
American dollars, I took a bus from
Quito, the capital of Ecuador, and
made my way to Laguna Quilotoa. I
had seen a photo of Quilotoa in a
guidebook and it looked like a ‘must
see’ in Ecuador.

Quilotoa is actually an enormous
crater that is filled with blue-green
water and sun-baked sand. It almost
looks like the Caribbean Sea…except
for the fact that it is a little more off
the beaten path. It is located about
four hours into western Cordilleras
of the Andes mountains and sits at
11,483 ft. Talk about feeling light-
headed!

I planned to spend the night since
transportation is scarce and I had
read that there are hotels situated
in the 100 person indigenous com-
munity. Anyway, I managed to hike
the rim of the crater for a while, but
the wind was so incredibly strong
at times, that I had to stand still and
brace myself! I then realized that
the guidebook was serious when it
said that the crater’s edge can be
dangerous – the ground can
crumble easily and hikers can get
blown over the edge. Nothing like

adding a little risk factor to the
game huh?

Okay, I love to exaggerate my sto-
ries, but I took the safer trail after I
danced with the wind for a few min-
utes. There is a fine line between
brave and stupid!

And then there was the hotel. For a
mere five American dollars, I found
lodging. As you can see, my choices
were limited, but hey, all three meals
were included and I bought a liter of
beer for one dollar later that night. On
the other hand, there was no heat, but
since the weather gets down to the
mid 30s with the wind chill factor,
they gave me three wool blankets and
amazingly enough, I am still here to
write this email!

That night I laid in bed telling my-
self that I couldn’t see my breath, so
I was not going to die of hypother-
mia! As soon as breakfast was over, I
hit the road. I think I had a wave of
anxiety that I needed civilization and
a hot shower!

I am in Peru now — down in Lake
Titicaca. It is amazing and I will re-
port back later. It is really, really cold!
I was planning on Bolivia and Chile,
but now I am thinking that Venezuela
might be warmer! As a New Jersey
resident, I have already tolerated my
six-month cold streak. Venezuela is
sounding very warm!

I’m really enjoying my new digital
camera and will send the photos when
I can. But honestly, a USB port is
almost nonexistent here. They are
only located in major cities and out of
the 30 Internet shops, only one had a
working USB port.

FW DPW Thanked
For Memorial Day
Garbage Pick Up

On Memorial Day, when the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains parade was to travel from
Park Avenue through Martine Avenue
Fanwood business center, at 7 a.m., I
observed overflowing waste containers
in front of the Bagel Shop and Corner
Store.

Anticipating a crowd of parade watch-
ers, I thought something should be done.

Thanks to the Fanwood Public Works
employees setting up the reviewing stand
next door, the problem was solved. They
emptied all containers, eliminating a po-
tential embarrassment.

Out community is fortunate to have
such responsive employees. Thanks to
all.

Robert McCarthy
Fanwood

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the
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by Fred Rossi, Leader/Times

Scotch Plains Talk

So, the status quo will be the way
things will be in downtown Scotch
Plains. It was apparent from the public
hearings in late May and again in June
that a Special Improvement District
(SID), which has been used in some
70 other New Jersey communities,
wasn’t of interest to downtown busi-
ness and property owners. While I
have long believed that Scotch Plains
wanted to stimulate the business dis-
trict, the support and commitment for
the SID approach obviously isn’t there.

A well-organized and vocal group
of business and property owners made
it loud and clear that they were satis-
fied with the way things are. The town-
ship council had no choice but to reject
the proposed ordinance last month
after a concerted effort to organize a
SID by Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
who believes in this approach.

Maybe the SID concept isn’t for
everyone and it’s just not the right
time for Scotch Plains.

 It’s worked in Westfield, in Sum-
mit, in Cranford, in the Ironbound
section of Newark, in Red Bank and
several dozen other towns, large and
small, in New Jersey, offering a chance
to potentially revive and unify the
downtown business district, bring in
more shoppers and a wider variety of
stores, improve the area’s appearance
and increase property values.

Opponents in Scotch Plains seemed
most concerned with the assessments
that property owners would pay to
finance the SID’s operations and ac-
tivities and were worried that land-
lords would lose tenants once those
costs were passed onto business own-
ers and renters. But an examination
of the proposed assessment formula
shows that, of the 117 properties in-
cluded in the SID’s initial year of
operation, almost half would be as-
sessed $550 annually, or about $45 a
month. Another 21 properties would
have paid just $250, or about $20 per
month. If any of these properties had
multiple tenants, the cost to those
tenants from bearing the passed-on
costs of the SID assessment would
have been no more than $10 or $20
per month. And that doesn’t seem to
be too steep an investment in the
greater good of the downtown.

Opponents did bring up some good
points during the public hearings.
There is some validity to the percep-
tion that the East Second Street corri-
dor is treated as a “second-class citi-
zen” when it comes to downtown
improvements. A few years ago, the
township spent money to install the-
matic lighting, benches and planters
and make other aesthetic upgrades to
the Park Avenue area but, due to fund-
ing limits, did not extend those im-
provements to East Second Street.
Street fairs and other township and
holiday activities have always been
centered solely around Park Avenue.
Businesses there benefit while those
on East Second Street are forgotten.

Some opposing voices also felt it
was unfair for downtown property
owners to bear the full costs of the
SID while residential property tax-
payers would get to enjoy the results
without having contributed. Granted,
assessing every property in Scotch
Plains would have resulted in a much
larger SID budget and lower assess-
ment levels, but given the way that
people feel about already-high prop-
erty taxes, assessing everyone would
have been an impossible sell.

Some of those who spoke out
against establishing a SID also seemed
leery of Scotch Plains becoming “an-

Coordinators Say Project Graduation
2004 Again a Resounding Success

Westfielder Expresses Appreciation
To Youth Baseball Coaches, Parents

other Westfield.” While downtown
Westfield has deservedly received
numerous plaudits for its own down-
town revitalization efforts, it is not
necessarily the sole template for all
SID-related downtown efforts in New
Jersey. Its geographical layout, its
history, its buildings and the choices
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion has made are what have made
Westfield what it is today. Similarly,
downtown Summit and Cranford have
developed their own downtown iden-
tities that are not carbon copies of
Westfield. Each downtown that has
created a SID has identified its own
strengths and then built on them to
create vibrant downtowns.

Scotch Plains could have done the
same without becoming another
Westfield. Scotch Plains has its own
strengths on which to build. It has its
own identity and history. It has a
number of established businesses that
are well-known locally as well as
outside of the immediate area.

So what happens now that the SID
idea is dead? The township govern-
ment put a great deal of effort into the
SID process over the past year. It
hired a consultant to advise a steering
committee made up of volunteers that
spent many months crafting propos-
als for a SID. The committee held two
dozen meetings that were open to the
public and, yet, sparsely attended by
either proponents or opponents. It
also held a larger meeting for the
business community in February to
explain the details of a SID. The town-
ship council was supportive of the
committee and the possibilities of-
fered by a SID.

Mayor Martin Marks last week
urged the divided business commu-
nity to come together to work for the
betterment of the downtown business
district. Despite the feeling of some
SID opponents that things are just
fine as they are, Park Avenue and East
Second Street are basically deserted
after 5 p.m. during the week and on
weekends, except for certain special
events, the story is the same. Scotch
Plains is simply not looked upon as a
destination for shopping, dining or
even just window-shopping.

The township government has done
what it could. Now it’s the business
community’s turn to take the initia-
tive if it chooses to make positive
changes in the downtown business
district. If most property owners are
truly happy with the way things are,
then nothing will be done and Scotch
Plains will continue to fall behind as
surrounding towns and nearby shop-
ping malls attract more and more
customers. But if the need for change
is truly felt by downtown owners,
then those individuals should take the
lead and do something to bring about
that change, whether it’s reconstitut-
ing the SID steering committee and
starting the process from scratch or
looking seriously at the last-minute
downtown proposals put forth by the
Democrat mayoral and council can-
didates that center on voluntary ef-
forts to revive the business district or
forming a self-financed group, free
of local government control and vol-
untary in nature, to fund downtown
projects and activities.

Scotch Plains, I believe, missed a
golden opportunity to breathe new
life into the downtown business dis-
trict by rejecting the creation of a
SID. But that missed chance should
not mean that the downtown area is
now destined for mediocrity for years
to come.

Downtown Business Missed
A Golden Opportunity

Writer Opposes County
Solid Waste Plan

Imagine caravans of infectious medi-
cal waste, all moving along accident-
prone New Jersey roadways, including
Route 22, South Avenue, Route 78, Mor-
ris Avenue and local connector roads, all
headed for the City of Linden, all waiting
for the inevitable accident.

Despite multiple deaths from mail-or-
der anthrax, cases of plague in New York
City and ongoing terrorism alerts, Union
County Freeholders have never rescinded
approval to site New Jersey’s only com-
mercial infectious waste handling facility
in one of the most populated areas of the
country.

After lying dormant for five years,
plans for the facility are moving forward.

Alternatively, the general population
could be protected from accidental expo-
sure to drug-resistant tuberculosis, HIV,
hepatitis, Ebola, anthrax, plague and flesh-
eating bacteria. Hospitals and other ma-
jor generators of infectious waste could
effectively and safely destroy all patho-
gens at source by using steam chambers.
Unfortunately, Centers for Disease Con-
trol and National Institutes of Health
guidelines in this area are not mandatory
and are being disregarded in this case.

If you are upset at the prospect of
having 60 tons of infectious waste mov-
ing along your roads each and every day,
New Jersey Concern urges you to let
Union County Freeholders and your local
officials know that you want the regional
medical waste treatment facility removed
from the Union County Solid Waste Man-
agement Plan.

I am a former civilian military analyst,
a former AFL-CIO local president and a
retired Public Health Service investiga-
tive officer.

William Fidurski
New Jersey Concern

Clark

Letters to
the Editor

Toward the end of January, more than
3,000 young men attended a tryout camp at
the East Cobb Complex somewhere out-
side Atlanta, Ga. Their goal was to be
selected for one of the 12-year-old travel-
ing teams representing that section of Geor-
gia. On May 23, 85 young men attended a
tryout at Gumbert Park. Their goal was to
represent Westfield. On June 27, Westfield
played two of those Georgia teams in
Cooperstown, NY. They lost both games.

The fact that they lost those games is
irrelevant. What is relevant is that for five
days parents from Westfield traveled over
four hours and took considerable time off
from work to support their sons play
against overmatched teams from as far
away as Arizona, Utah and Canada. What
is relevant is that adult coaches spent time
away from their families to oversee our

sons in crowded military-like barracks;
and what is relevant is that many times the
games themselves were almost second-
ary to what these 12-year-old boys were
experiencing.

Recently, the only letter in your paper
concerning youth baseball focused upon
whether it was the umpire who hit the
coach or the coach who hit the umpire. All
parties are nameless and faceless. I, for
one, would like to see that change.

To that end, I applaud the parents who
supported their sons and give my sincere
appreciation to Messrs. Frank Fusaro,
Kevin Marino and Phillip Russo for their
sacrifice and selflessness in making the
experience in Cooperstown memorable
for both young and old alike.

Jim Johnson
Westfield

The 2004 Project Graduation party
enhanced the successful BASH tradition
by attracting some 85 percent of Westfield
High School seniors to this substance-
free post-graduation event.

A total of 307 seniors enrolled and
attended the annual all-night party at Rico-
chet Racquet Club for an exhilarating
evening of sports, music and entertain-
ment.

The class of 2004 distinguished itself
as one of the better dancing classes in
several years, as this throng of lively
seniors enjoyed performances by two
WHS bands – a BASH first – the Space
Toasters and Whistlestop Jackson. Their
rousing performances kept everyone’s
energy at a peak, even as dawn was break-
ing.

The event was, once again, a safe,

sober and fun way for seniors to mark the
end of their high school experience.

Thank you again to all the Optimists
and spouses, parents, teachers, friends,
local businesses, clubs, professionals and
corporations who supported this event
and made it happen. Thanks also to mem-
bers of the Class of 2004 who through
their actions enhanced the reputation of
BASH as the best party alternative for
Westfield High School graduates.

Our best wishes go out to the Class of
2004 for an enjoyable summer and a
rewarding new phase of life.

Russ Finestein
Jay Boyle

President Doug Miller
Optimist Club of WF

Bruce Kaufmann, WF Recr. Dir.

Thank You, Westfield
Leader For Standing Up

For Citizens’ Rights
In defense of our liberty, The Westfield

Leader has bravely stood up for the rights
of Westfield’s citizens for many years
and is largely responsible for Westfield’s
taxpayers having their long-sought refer-
endum. It is clear that the residents, by
and large, do not want to turn Colonial
Westfield into a rubber stamp, redevelop-
ment concrete jungle and further increase
automobile traffic counts on already-grid-
locked roads.

It is regretful that self-serving com-
mercial interests have badmouthed oppo-
sition to redevelopment and/or any
“decks” (garages); but, too often, per-
sonal greed does its damage. You can be
sure they will issue gobs of slick adver-
tisements before the vote, to confuse you
with inaccurate and self-serving misin-
formation.

Will we see a clear-cut and easily un-
derstandable referendum come forth, so
the voters will not have to accept a huge
dose of trouble and immense tax liability
just to get alleged “relief,” from the pro-
posed decks and redevelopment?

Let’s clear the decks and breathe the
unpolluted air again in Westfield, and
let’s treasure the open space and maintain
what will best serve our hometown char-
acter.

So again, we salute The Westfield
Leader, and Publisher Horace Corbin, for
telling it as it is and coming to the defense
of our rights and liberty. Without a free
press, the people become powerless and
fall victim to out-of-control regulation
and political intrigue and ineptitude.

Warren Victor
Westfield

WF Resident Calls
Attention to Oil Tanks
Has anyone in authority not noticed the

half-dozen rusting oil tanks that have
been sitting opposite the Town Bank on
South Avenue for at least the last six
months? Apart from the obvious eyesore,
they are right opposite Holy Trinity School
and thus are a lawsuit waiting to happen.

Telly Zachariades
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Not to be confused with technology and a public
offering for a dot.com, science is much more. Ac-
cording to the Biochem Lab at Northwestern Uni-
versity, “science is the study of nature, trying to
understand how and why things work, using logic
and experimentation.” Many fields are involved such
as physics, chemistry, biology and astronomy.

Science is a driving force in our society. New
innovations propel our economy, create conveniences
in communications, healthcare and travel and make
possible our space program. Our region has been the
hallmark of invention from Thomas Edison to Bell
Labs and Merck. Where will it take us next – stem
cell research breakthroughs? Travel to Mars? Re-
newable energy? Or will we be left behind as the
world may be charging ahead of us in these fields?

Americans have long recognized the importance
of quality education in science. In the face of world
competition, are we doing enough now, and in the
right way? Some educators and employers believe
we are falling behind in science education, which
may eventually degrade our world performance. If
this is true, is it because of education methods or the
priorities of society?

Our local public schools do well in science educa-
tion, but what about Elizabeth, Newark or Plainfield?
The answer there is clear – not so for the larger mass
of our society. More emphasis needs to be placed on
correcting this problem. True, poverty and social
problems must be overcome, but not by deferring
education. Unfortunately, good minds are making
little progress with this enigma.

Most elementary and secondary teachers are rela-
tive outsiders to scientific research. They cannot be
expected to perform experiments and do research in
addition to creating lesson plans and grading papers.
But, they can lead the learning opportunities for their
students by coupling with achievers in industry
today. Exposure to current scientific thoughts and
innovations should allow students to think about
science as a dynamic field that is not dead and
written in a textbook but rather evolving in the world
around them.

Westfield High School has an excellent program,
that uniquely supplements classroom education in
theoretical concepts run by Science Department
Chair Dr. David Stoneback. Dr. Stoneback’s pro-
gram brings eminent scientists from all fields to the
high school on Saturday mornings to give lectures
and answer students’ questions. The program, called
“Saturday Science,” has included presentations by
several Nobel laureates over the years, and it fills the
Westfield High School library’s Multipurpose Room
with students week after week.

Programs such as these are needed elsewhere in
order to foster a love of discovery and an interest in
pursuing science as a career. Interaction with scien-
tists is not only memorable, but it can encourage
students to question the world around them outside
of school.

Then perhaps, an inspired child from any part of
society could build a dream and act on it – overcom-
ing obstacles and helping America keep pace with
the world.

Incorporate Today’s Science Leaders
To Help Us Keep Pace Tomorrow
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