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NEW YORK – Legislators from
New York and New Jersey joined
forces to help protect the develop-
mentally disabled and traumatic brain
injured. On the steps of New York
City Hall, Assemblyman Eric Munoz,
M.D. (R-Union) announced a new
piece of legislation, “Billy’s Law,”
that will create a registry and estab-
lish inspections of out-of-state facili-
ties housing New Jersey developmen-
tally disabled and traumatic brain in-
jured residents. The bill’s introduc-
tion comes two weeks after a similar
bill (A.9112b/S.5681b) passed over-
whelmingly in the New York State
Legislature under the sponsorship of
Senator Martin Golden and Assem-
blywoman Joan Millman.

Assemblyman Munoz said, “New
York did not hesitate to pass legisla-
tion to protect their residents, and
neither should we.”

Governor Pataki is expected to sign
the legislation into law in the near
future.

Speaking on the necessity of the
bill, Senator Golden said, “It is essen-
tial that New York State guarantee the
safety of our children, our most vul-
nerable, whom we place out-of-state
each year. It is for their safety, and for
the families of these children who are
physically distant from them, that
this law is necessary in New York.”

Assemblyman Munoz agreed with
this necessity, and said that he sees a
need for a similar bill in New Jersey:
“I will continue to fight to protect our
most vulnerable citizens, and am
sponsoring legislation in New Jersey
modeled after New York’s “Billy’s
Law” to guarantee all of our residents

the protections that every citizen is
entitled to.”

Dr. Munoz added, “In a state that
has recently come under national at-
tention for child abuse problems, this
bill will go a long way to demonstrate
to the nation that we are serious about
the rights of our children.”

The bill is named for Billy
Albanese, a traumatic brain injured
New York resident who was placed in
a New Jersey facility. While there,
Billy was injured from an inappropri-
ate use of restraints by staff at the
facility. Upon further investigation, it
was found that the New Jersey facil-
ity was unlicensed, among a host of
other deficiencies. Assemblyman
Munoz also pointed out that if the
New Jersey Legislature had passed
another piece of legislation he spon-
sored, “Matthew’s Law Limiting the
use of Restraints” (A1709), Billy may
never have been injured.

In summary, “Billy’s Law” will
require an initial inspection of all out-
of-state facilities, from which the
Department of Education will estab-
lish an official register of approved
facilities require a reevaluation of all
facilities every three years, or when-
ever a complaint is brought against a
facility cause the Department of Edu-
cation to compile a report on the
feasibility of bringing all New Jersey
residents currently housed in out-of-
state facilities back into the State. Dr.
Munoz believes this a great step for-
ward in fighting for the rights of de-
velopmentally disabled and traumatic
brain injured individuals, adding that
he would “do everything in [his]
power to get this bill passed in New
Jersey and eventually nationwide.”

Dr. Munoz has already reached out
to Assemblywoman Loretta Weinberg
(D-District 37), Chairwoman of the
Assembly Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee, for bipartisan spon-
sorship of this legislation. The bill is
expected to be introduced in early
September when the legislative ses-
sion reconvenes.

Assemblyman Munoz is a trauma
surgeon and Professor of Surgery at
the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry in Newark, New Jersey.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last week, Westfield’s Edward
Capano took over as C.E.O. of The
National Review magazine after Wil-
liam Buckley relinquished sole own-
ership after 49 years as the
publication’s owner.

Mr. Capano has been the magazine’s
publisher since October of 1991 where
he is in charge “of the complete busi-
ness end of the magazine.”

“It’s been in the works for about
four or five months at the behest of Mr.
Buckley,” Mr. Capano said. “So, I was
excited, but I wasn’t really surprised.”

“The only thing that changes is that
I don’t have to report to anybody,”
Mr. Capano added. “If there’s a dis-
agreement between an editor and me,
we used to go to Mr. Buckley as an
arbiter. Now, I’ll have the ability to
make the final say.”

Mr. Capano said the magazine will
not be run in any different manner
because he has fashioned himself in
Mr. Buckley’s mold.

“I will run the National Review the
same way Mr. Buckley ran it,” Mr.
Capano told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“He has been a tremendous part of my
life and my political faith. When people
ask me, ‘Are you a conservative, a
neo-conservative?’ I tell them I’m a
Bill Buckley conservative.”

“You have Bill Buckley and you
have Barry Goldwater. Bill Buckley
was an icon. He was the grandfather
of conservatism.”

Mr. Capano told The Leader/Times
that the journal’s first battle was
fought against communism and has
helped develop many political fig-
ures, including Ronald Reagan.

Mr. Capano, a Brooklyn native,
started small and worked his way up
the magazine’s ranks.

“I started working in the circula-
tion department and the mail room,”
Mr. Capano said. “I was really just
looking for a part time job to pay my
college expenses. My dad said I could
go to any school provided I could get
there by train and I could pay for it
myself, so I went to St. Johns (Uni-
versity) in Brooklyn. I worked 35-40

Atlantic Health Hospitals
Score High on Report Card

Westfield’s Capano Named
Chief of The National Review

hours a week part time at the maga-
zine and on the weekends to support
my education habit. After I graduated,
they offered me a full-time position
and the rest, as they say, is history.”

Mr. Capano, an English major at
St. Johns, was the college sports edi-
tor and worked part time at the Staten
Island Advance.

“I thought my sports writing abil-
ity would translate into political writ-
ing, but it never did,” Mr. Capano
said. “I was never up to the caliber of
writing we published in The National
Review, but I wrote advertising and
marketing copy.”

The National Review is a diverse
paper, says Mr. Capano. They write
about all facets of life from politics to
culture. The latest issue is devoted to
the media and its biases. The last
issue focused on the legalization of
marijuana. The journal currently
maintains a bi-weekly paid circula-
tion base of 155,000 subscribers, and
a readership of over 310,000.

Mr. Capano moved to Westfield in
1976 and said he enjoys living there. “I
love it,” he said. “Everything except for
the property taxes,” he said jokingly.

He said the best part of his job was
knowing Bill Buckley – “one of
nature’s finest. He’s one of those genu-
inely good people.” Also, Mr. Capano,
said it was an honor to meet many
great political figures including
Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush,
senators, and former presidents.

“It’s always a great pleasure,” Mr.
Capano said. “You get to put a name
and a voice to people.”

“This president is very funny in
informal situations,” Mr. Capano re-
lated to The Leader/Times. “In front
of cameras he’s not at his best, but
informally he’s terrific. When I met
him, we were wearing the same pin-
stripe suit and I said, ‘Mr. President,
nice suit.’ He turns to me and says,
‘Ed, right off the rack.’”

United Way Golf
Benefit Raises $35,000
SCOTCH PLAINS – More than

100 golfers recently hit the links at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
in Scotch Plains to support United
Way of Greater Union County’s work
in improving local lives and address-
ing critical community needs.

The 4th Annual Golf Classic, spon-
sored by L’OREAL USA, generated
more than $35,000 to support United
Way. Other sponsors for the event
included Schering-Plough Corpora-
tion and Commerce Bank.

United Way of Greater Union
County supports more than 120 pro-
grams for local children and youth,
people with disabilities, seniors, fami-
lies in crisis, and the hungry and home-
less. One in every five people in Greater
Union County benefit from a program
supported by the United Way.

For more information or to support
United Way of Greater Union County,
please call (908) 353-7171 or visit
www.uwguc.org.

Fanwood Recreation Events
Summer Program: The Fanwood

Recreation commission will con-
duct a seven-week summer program
for Fanwood Children at LaGrande
Park. The program began on Thurs-
day, June 24, and will end on Fri-
day, August 6.

The programs are under the di-
rection of Kevin Ewing, Executive
Director and Tom Baylock, Assis-
tant Director. The staff consists of
the following individuals:
LaGrande Park Michelle Tobier-
Supervisor Amanda Wells Lauren
Bianco and Ned Kipping. The pro-
gram runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
weather permitting. The parks will
close due to rain or extreme heat.
The park will be closed on Mon-
day, July 5.

Summer Activities: The Activi-
ties include Crafts, Tournaments,
Games, Sports, and Special events.
There are two age groups: 5-7 year
olds and 8 years and up. Each week
will have different events at the
park. There is also plenty of time
for open play. Kids may come and
play different board games or sport-
ing events.  Each week there will be
a different theme that will allow
counselors and campers participate
in various activities.

July 6 to 9, sports tournament
week; July 12 to 16, ceramics week;
July 19 to 23, board games tourna-
ment week; July 26 to 30, miscella-
neous games; August 2 to 6, sum-
mer luau week.

TV 35, the Fanwood Website,
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will carry more information
for us regarding the theme weeks.

To register, go to the park and fill
out a registration form. Registra-
tion is open to all Fanwood and
Scotch Plains residents. There is a
$5 registration fee.

Fanwood Soccer Camp: The
Fanwood Soccer Camp is run by
David Moser, Assistant Varsity Soc-
cer Coach New Providence High
School. The camp concentrates on

the basics. Campers must be be-
tween 5 and 10 years old. The re-
maining weeks of the camp are  July
12 to 16, and August 9 to 13. The
times are from 9 a.m. until noon.
For brochures, please email
fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com
or call (908) 451-5123.

Fanwood Baseball Camp: The
Fanwood Baseball Camp is an in-
structional program run by Tom
Baylock, a teacher in SPF High
School and the Varsity Coach of
the baseball team. The weeks are
July 5 to 9 and July 26 to 30 for
Kindergarten to fifth grade. The
time is from 9 a.m. until noon. For
more information call (908) 964-
0639.

Fanwood Tennis Camp: The
camp is run by Brian Maloney, a
tennis pro who lives in Fanwood.
His experience is extraordinary. The
weeks and times vary. For more
information, please call (908) 322-
5877.

Basketball Camp: (AKA Raid-
ers Basketball Camp) The camp is
run by the SP-FHS varsity basket-
ball coaches. The remaining camp
will run July 19 to 23. For more
information, please call (908) 889-
2080 or (908) 964-0639

Fanwood goes to Hollywood:
Summer Movies at LaGrande Park
will be held on Tuesdays at dusk.
The rain date will be the following
night. The remaining movies are:
July 13–Catch That Kid; July 20–
Lion King 1 1/2; July 27–Cheaper By
The Dozen; August 3–Brother Bear;
August 10–Kangaroo Jack; August
17–Kim Possible.

Refreshments will be available
courtesy of the Fanwood Junior
Womens Club.

Please bring small beach chairs
or blankets to sit on for the movies.

PLEASE REMEMBER: NO
DOGS IN THE PARK

For any questions or comments,
please call the Fanwood Recreation
Department at (908) 889-2080.

FLORHAM PARK – Atlantic
Health System’s three hospitals have
earned superior scores on the State’s
new Hospital Performance Report,
released by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services
(DOHSS), a further affirmation of
the ongoing commitment to quality
at Morristown Memorial, Overlook
and Mountainside Hospitals. The full
report is posted at http://
web.doh.state.nj.us/hpr/ .

In key indicators for heart attack
treatment, all three Atlantic Health
System hospitals scored in the top 25
percent among New Jersey hospitals,
with Overlook Hospital scoring in
the top 10 percent. Morristown Me-
morial also scored in the top quarter
in indicators based on treatment for
pneumonia.

Joseph Trunfio, President and CEO
of Atlantic Health System, said, “Our
hospitals each provide a different mix
of appropriate services and serve dif-
ferent communities, but an important
common thread is that the data show

a commitment to clinical care across
our health system.”

“Further, these indicators represent
a collaborative effort and are the re-
sult of the combined dedication of
medical teams comprised of physi-
cians, nurses and other health care
professionals,” Mr. Trunfio said.

“Patients today are increasingly
informed – and want to be more so.
While these quality indicators are
only one set among many criteria by
which patients and their families se-
lect a hospital for quality care, they
provide another helpful tool for pa-
tients to make savvy health care
choices. In fact, all of the key health
care report cards from regulatory
agencies, such as the State’s cardiac
report card and report cards from
Medicare and the Joint Commission,
indicate superior performance at At-
lantic Health hospitals. We commend
the State for developing this tool as
part of an overall strategy to provide
the very best health care throughout
New Jersey.”

Leone of Westfield
Promoted at NJBM

WESTFIELD – Al Leone of
Westfield received a promotion to
Advertising Director for New Jersey
Business Magazine.

Mr. Leone has been with the maga-
zine for six years, coming from Sub-
urban News and the Worrall Com-
munity newspaper group in New Jer-
sey. He has also worked for the ad-
vertising agency Young and Rubicam
and NBC radio networks.

21st District News

Assemblyman Eric Munoz, Summit

There Is Need For Billy’s
Law in New Jersey

HAIL TO THE CHIEFS...Westfield resident Edward Capano, right, is pictured
with President George W. Bush. Mr. Capano was recently named CEO of The
National Review.

TREE TIPS:
Mushrooms - Good on Pizzas, Bad on Trees.

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Mushrooms on pizzas sug-
gest pleasant choices.  On
trees, however, they indicate
substantial problems.  Mush-
rooms growing on or about
trees are types of fungus.  They
are no better for you than for
the trees.  So our first sugges-
tion is not to confuse tree
mushrooms with edible variet-
ies.
     Fungi and bacteria enter
trees as tiny spores and begin
their destructive processes be-
fore seen.  One way they get
inside is via wounds to the
basal bark caused by lawn
mowers and weed trimmers.
Tree roots shattered by con-
struction equipment in the pro-
cesses of changing land con-
tours are invaded immediately
by fungi.
     Dish-shaped mushrooms
growing horizontally from the
trunks indicate extensive de-
cay in the trees.  Do not just
remove and discard them.
Seek help from a tree health
professional - an expert ar- PAID BULLETIN BOARD

borist.  The decay should be
repaired to prevent spreading
more damage.
     In autumn, mushrooms
may be noticed emerging from
the ground at the bases of
trees.  These might make in-
teresting photographs but they
are not pretty pictures for the
trees.These mushrooms are
clear clues to subsurface prob-
lems.  They are visibly point-
ing to decaying roots or bur-
ied wood.
     Another fungus (amarilla
mella) resembles regular shoe
strings along the soil lines or
decaying areas of trees.  This
fungus, unfortunately, indi-
cates irreversible damage.
     As with the dish-shaped
mushrooms, we cannot over-
emphasize needs for tree
health professionals to diag-
nose problems and prescribe
treatments.  We recommend
trained arborists because  there
are many “tree cutters” whose
only damage-control proce-
dures involve chain saws.

Tree health professionals can
isolate decay, repair and save
the trees.  A well-established
company managed by state
certified tree experts is usually
- in fact, always - your best
choice.
     When you consider the
costs of removing and replac-
ing trees, the wisest option is
repairing them.  Periodic feed-
ing with time-release fertiliz-
ers enriched with major trace
elements will be suggested by
arborists as the primary action
in caring for your trees.  De-
cay usually affects old trees,
which are large and valuable.
Most often, they can be saved
if treated correctly.
     Keep watchful eyes on
mushrooms, both in pizzerias
and in backyard.  On pizzas,
the more mushrooms, the
tastier the pie.  On trees, the
more mushrooms, the likelier
they’ll die.  It’s smart to know
the difference!


