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Get Outta
The House
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Union County’s 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 TTTTTeeneeneeneeneen
ArArArArArts ts ts ts ts TTTTTouring Eouring Eouring Eouring Eouring Exhibitxhibitxhibitxhibitxhibit will be on
view at CR Bard, Inc., 730 Cen-
tral Avenue, in New Providence
through July 23. The exhibit con-
sists of 68 pieces of art selected
from more than 600 visual art
works shown at the 2004 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College,
with a selection of pieces from
throughout the county. For more
information, please contact the
Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550.

* * * * * * *
The Annual PThe Annual PThe Annual PThe Annual PThe Annual Plainfield Olainfield Olainfield Olainfield Olainfield Out-ut-ut-ut-ut-

door Fdoor Fdoor Fdoor Fdoor Festivestivestivestivestival of Aral of Aral of Aral of Aral of Art t t t t will be held
on Saturday, July 10, at Library
Park from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Typi-
cally, there are a variety of fine arts,
crafts, food vendors and enter-
tainment. Discover an unknown
artist’s work, at the 41st annual
summer event, or simply enjoy a
few hours of strolling. The park is
located at Ninth Street and Ar-
lington Avenue, just behind the
library. Call (908) 754-7250.

* * * * * * *
On Wednesday, July 14, the

rhythm and beat of DDDDDe Se Se Se Se Sololololol, a
mainstream Latin band, will get
your blood flowing. This perfor-
mance is one in the series at UUUUUnionnionnionnionnion
County BoarCounty BoarCounty BoarCounty BoarCounty Board of  Chosend of  Chosend of  Chosend of  Chosend of  Chosen
FFFFFrrrrreeholdereeholdereeholdereeholdereeholder’’’’’s Ss Ss Ss Ss Summer Concerummer Concerummer Concerummer Concerummer Concerttttt
SSSSSerieserieserieserieseries at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside/Westfield. Admis-
sion for the 7:30 p.m. concert is
free, but remember to bring a lawn
chair or blanket. In the event of
rain, it will be held at Cranford
High School.

* * * * * * *
Special tours for children at Lib-Lib-Lib-Lib-Lib-

erererererty Hty Hty Hty Hty Hall Mall Mall Mall Mall Museumuseumuseumuseumuseum on Morris
Avenue in Union focus on the
lives of the kids who lived there
over the centuries and are a perfect
summer activity. There will be lots
of hands-on objects in each room,
and an outdoor activity at the end.
Tours are available on Saturdays
through July 31 at 11 a.m., 1 and
3 p.m. Call the Museum for infor-
mation at (908) 527-0400.

* * * * * * *
The Newark Museum is hosting

the 2004 N2004 N2004 N2004 N2004 Neeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Cersey Cersey Cersey Cersey Craft Arraft Arraft Arraft Arraft Artststststs
AnnualAnnualAnnualAnnualAnnual, “Crafting Traditions in a
New World.” The exhibition runs
through Sunday, August 22, and
honors a variety of multi-cultural
craftspeople, including Asian,
Latino and Jewish artists, who live
and work in New Jersey. There are
80 works by 29 artists, including a
quilter from Springfield and a Ti-
betan woodcarver. The museum is
located at 49 Washington Street.
Visit www.NewarkMuseum.org.
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD – “It’s important for
an artist to be interested in different
things,” recommended Ellen Renner
of Fanwood.

Wise words from a woman who was
once required to decide between pur-
suing a career in biochemis-
try and art, for Renner’s
dabbling in both the medi-
cal and creative fields has
brought her a significant
grasp of figure drawing and
anatomical study.

“Even as a child in my art
classes, I was good in art,”
Renner told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at
her home Friday morning.

Before she entered col-
lege, Renner was torn.
Should she flow with the
creative juices or follow a
more technical path?

“My father was an artist,
so he pushed me into pur-
suing art,” she remembered.

After studying at the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts, graduating from
the Newark School of Fine and Indus-
trial Arts and learning sculpture from

New Jersey artist Zelda Burdick, Renner
went into advertising. It wasn’t an ex-
perience she remembered fondly; how-
ever, memories of teaching art to chil-
dren at the Newark School of Fine and

Industrial Arts brought a smile to her
face.

“I did a lot of sculpture and aban-
doned painting for a number of years.
But then, I had to accumulate money

for the kids’ college,” said Renner.
Heading back to school, she returned

to her initial interest in a more techni-
cal arena and became a medical assis-
tant.

Studying anatomical and physical
subject matter paid off and helped
Renner reap an amazing articulation of

the human figure. She later reported
that one of her teachers thought she
was so skilled at capturing the human
form he encouraged her to pursue por-
trait painting.

Next, side-by-side with her husband
and photographer, Donald, she devel-
oped an interest in taking pictures.

“Sometimes I roam around with my
camera,” she said, noting that she paints
from photographs instead of carrying
around a sketchbook.

“It took me a little effort…but after
my husband died, I got back into paint-
ing,” Renner said.

“All of my paintings are filled with
figures. I’m very interested in light and
shadows. I try to simply and simplify,
but I go through different styles. Some-
times I go from simple to complex,”
she said.

“I’ve sold a lot of sculpture, but my
favorite piece was very badly dam-
aged,” noted Renner, who showed a
photo of the sculpture before it was
broken. Though she vows never to
vend two of her framed paintings, the
experience of losing the treasured sculp-
ture taught her “how to separate herself
from her art.”

A current member of the Westfield
Art Association and past member of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Asso-
ciation when it was first established,
Renner’s studio is filled with paintings
depicting her grandchildren, who she
watches and sends off to school in the
mornings.

When asked if they feel famous be-
ing featured as “stars of Gram’s can-
vases,” Renner answered, “Oh, they’re
used to it by now!”

Artistic talent runs fluidly through
Renner’s family.

“My son-in-law and daughter are
artistic, my cousins are artists and writ-
ers and I have one granddaughter who
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield
Art Association (WAA) President
Barbara Schwinn is passionate
about keeping the arts alive in
New Jersey.

“This is a very talented com-
munity,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “and part of my
mission is to keep the arts a focus
here in Union County.”

WAA President since 1996,
Schwinn and her talented team
want to offer an art organization
that is accessible to the commu-
nity.

Founded in 1922, the WAA
meets the needs of the artist by
offering support, encouragement
and the tools to network with
other artists.

A community of artists, WAA
is open to all levels of talent.
There are approximately 250
members at the moment, and
the group is constantly grow-
ing.

WAA offers multiple programs
to aspiring and established art-
ists. Painting, sculpture, graphic

art and photography are equally
important and many branches of
the association have become quite
popular.

Chief among them are the
Westfield Sketching Group,
which features a live clothed
model and meets every Thursday
morning in the Westfield Com-
munity Room, as well as
“Enplainaire,” the Westfield
Painting Group, which focuses
on the art of capturing landscapes.

Many other programs exist, in-
cluding a photography group and
several other programs are in de-
velopment.

The ever-popular “Art in
Westfield” Sidewalk Show and
Sale is held twice a year in May
and October. In conjunction with
the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration and the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, the event
has always been a huge success.
Unlike other art shows, the focus
of “Art in Westfield” is to pro-
mote original works of art and is
open to members and non-mem-
bers alike.

With a firm belief in giving
back to the community, WAA
developed an Outreach Program,
“Art on the Road” which serves
senior citizen centers in the
Westfield area.

Special exhibitions have been
featured at Children’s Specialized
Hospital, Spanish Tavern Restau-
rant, The Town Book Store and
the Westfield Art Gallery, among
others.

Schwinn acknowledges the
hard work of her colleagues, par-
ticularly Barbara Zietchick, Fran
Azzara, Linda Blauvelt and Chris-
tine Parker, however all members
are an integral part of the success
of the group.

Schwinn knows that residents
live in an area that is eclipsed by
artistic hubs such as New York
City and Philadelphia, still, she
told The Leader/Times, “This is
a gifted community and we de-
serve to be recognized.”

In the fall, “Art in Westfield”
will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9, and all artists in the sur-
rounding area are encouraged to
participate.

For more information or to
become a member, please contact
WAA at www.westfieldnj.com/
waa.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Dara Weinberg

of Westfield graduated cum laude
from Emerson College in Boston,
Mass. with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree. She majored in Design/Tech-
nology with a concentration in Cos-
tume Design.

Dara designed costumes for a num-
ber of student films and Emerson Stage
plays, including last fall’s production
of Tony Kushner’s A Bright Room
Called Day, for which she received a
nomination for the college’s EVVY

Awards.
She spent her

final semester at
Emerson partici-
pating in the
college’s Los An-
geles Externship
Program, during
which she in-
terned at Omaha
Pictures, a com-
mercial produc-
tion company in

Santa Monica, Calif.
This internship gave Dara the op-

portunity to work on several commer-
cial sets as a wardrobe production assis-
tant. Some of these commercials in-
cluded spots for Wendy’s, DiGiorno
Pizza, National City Bank, as well as a
promotional calendar for Chick-Fil-A.

At the end of the summer, Dara will
return to Los Angeles to continue pro-
fessionally along this path.

A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, Dara is the daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. Jay Weinberg of Westfield.

Dara WeinbergDara WeinbergDara WeinbergDara WeinbergDara Weinberg
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – In the infinite con-
stellation of Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre (WYACT) tal-
ent, five local stars will shine and strut
their stuff in this summer’s production
of Cole Porter’s 1930s musical comedy
Anything Goes.

Beginning on Friday, July 16, at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center’s

(NJPAC) Victoria Theater, the show
will move to the Algonquin Arts The-
ater (AAT) in Manasquan directly after
wrapping up at the Newark facility on
Sunday, July 25.

Westfielder and rising Westfield High
School (WHS) junior Jennifer
Kujawski was originally cast as a cho-
rus member and the understudy for
her role, “‘Purity’ Angel”.

“This is my first WYACT produc-
tion,” she said. “I think it’s a step to get
out into the real theater world, from
learning how to do the ads for cos-
tumes and putting together a scene, it’s
all been a liberating experience.”

“I’m very excited to be per-
forming at ‘The PAC’
(NJPAC) for the first time
and I’m looking forward to
performing at the
Algonquin,” she added.

Jennifer said she has been
dancing since she was very
young. Her interest in theater
sparked when she was a student
at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School. Although there was no
theater program at the facility,
she honed her vocal and act-
ing skills in one of Cynthia
Meryl’s WYACT classes.

Singing the praises of
Meryl, WYACT’s Co-
Founder and Artistic Di-
rector and Anything Goes
Director, her parents, WHS
Drama Teacher Joe Nierle and
WHS Music Teacher Bill
Mathews comes naturally for
Jennifer, who was cast as a
chorus member and one of
Evita’s sisters in WHS’
spring production of Evita.

“Cynthia Meryl is truly
a talented person who has
given me more confidence
in acting,” she said, adding
that she is honored to work
with the talented college stu-
dents and WYACT troupe.

“My parents have been so
supportive,” she noted, later adding,
“They (Nierle/Mathews) have such vi-
sion and focus. They’ve been there for
me and helped me every step of the
way.”

Jennifer will participate in the WHS

Concert Choir and Chorale/Choraleers
next year.

WYACT might as well be a second
family to Scotch Plains resident Adam
Biner, who has performed with the
troupe since its 1998 production of
Carousel at NJPAC.

“I’ve done every show with them
since then,” said Adam, who has taken
on the challenging role of “Ling” in
Anything Goes.

“Ling is a Chinese convert who goes
around with a character called ‘The
Bishop’ on a boat,” said Adam. When
“The Bishop” gets thrown off the boat
following a melee, “Ling” is stuck sail-
ing with “Ching”. After the duo dallies
in the art of gambling, they are thrown
in jail and the comedy ensues.

“This is a really different role for
me,” joked Adam, a sophomore at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
(SPFHS) “First of all, I’m not Chinese.
It’s a lot of fun.”

While SPFHS students staged Les
Miserables this spring, Adam was busy

commanding the star role of
“Leroy” in Mount Saint Mary

Academy’s production of
Fame. He has also held roles
in Paper Mill Playhouse’s
rendition of Carousel, in
dinner theaters, cabarets,
musicals and productions at
the Cranford Dramatic Club.

Holding the WYACT ex-
perience in the highest regard,

Adam added, “It really teaches
kids what to expect in the profes-

sional world.”
The only time Adam had

to share the WYACT stage
with another Biner was
when his dog, Frisky, made
her debut at NJPAC as Bill
Sykes dog in WYACT’s

1999 production of Oliver!
Following graduation from

SPFHS, Adam hopes to con-
tinue pursuing his career in
theater at New York
University’s Tisch School of
the Arts of Montclair State
University.

According to her
mother, Judy, 15-year-old
Tracy Jacobson of Berke-
ley Heights, who will per-

form in the Anything Goes
orchestra, boasts one of the
busiest schedules as a master
of the baritone saxophone,
bassoon and bass clarinet.

“She’s thrilled to be playing Cole
Porter,” said Judy. “She played Bernstein
last year in (WYACT’s) West Side Story.
It’s almost an entirely new orchestra
this year and Tracy’s looking forward to


