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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW), which is
celebrating its 33rd season, has added
new staff members to its program,
which will run through Friday, July
30, at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield.

Returning to the WSW this year is
Christa Candon, a David Brearley High
School teacher. She will teach
scrapbooking, a new course offered
this year in the arts and crafts depart-
ment. Candon will show students in
grades 5 to 8 how to creatively design
their own photo albums and pages to
preserve their memories.

The WSW communications depart-
ment will add two new course offerings
this year. Teacher Mike Burgess will
introduce students in grades 4 to 7 to
the works of William Shakespeare in
“Meet the Bard.” Burgess is a fourth
grade teacher at Washington Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

“Beginning Guitar,” a new course in
the WSW music department, is taught
by Springfield music teacher David
Hilton. He will instruct students in
grades 4 to 8 in the basics of guitar
playing.

South Plainfield physical education
teacher and coach Tim Serbe teaches
“Get in the Game,” a sports activity
class for grades 1 to 7. He encourages
children to work together as a team in
athletic challenges.

Mark Ghia, a professional magi-
cian, will teach children in grades 1
to 8 about magic. He has been a
performing magician for over 15
years, specializing in family enter-
tainment.

Fencing coach Phil Dolata teaches
students the skill and art of fencing,
while helping returning fencing stu-

dents how to improve their technique.
Kristine Morasso, a teacher in Westfield

Public Schools for 24 years, will share her
love of music with students in courses
such as “Vocal Ensemble,” “Do-Re-Mi,”
“Sing a Song” and “Theater Vocals.” She
will also serve as the Vocal Music Instruc-
tor for this month’s WSW production of
Guys and Dolls.

Susan Susskind teaches “Junior
Acting Workshop,” “Children’s The-
ater” and “Tomorrow’s Authors.” She
is an elementary school Gifted and
Talented teacher in the Irvington
school system during the regular
school year.

The WSW art department offers
courses such as “Mixed Crafts,” “Tie
Dye/Batik” and “Under the Sea,” taught
by Kathy Musciaesi, who worked at
the Children’s Cultural Center in Red
Bank and the Community Children’s
Museum in Morristown.

Janette Crayne-Belcher, an art
teacher from the Orange school dis-
trict, joined the WSW staff to teach
pottery.

The WSW offers a total of 88 courses
in the areas of arts, crafts, dance, music
and drama, as well as other activities for
students from pre-school to 10th grade.

For more information about these
programs, please call (908) 789-9696.
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In 1823, Thomas Jefferson told Lafayette,
“The only security of all is in a free press. The
force of public opinion cannot be resisted
when permitted freely to be expressed. The
agitation it produces must be submitted to.
It is necessary, to keep the waters pure.”

Michael Moore’s latest diatribe, Fahren-
heit 9/11, wherein he disses President Bush, is
out. The battle lines are drawn between Bush’s
opponents and proponents. Even those who
have yet to see the film are taking sides. Call
them preemptive objectors. Yet, stirred up by
the political frenzy Moore has so compellingly
arranged, the country finds its dividing line.

To make it more interesting, there is the
usual hearsay, rumor and misinformation.
But then that’s part of the process, sifting
the truth from the balderdash. In any event,
it’s a case of possible character assassination
that takes center stage in Fahrenheit 9/11.

Recounting the events in this country
following the tragedy alluded to in the title,
Moore levies all manner of charges against
Bush. This includes, but is not limited to,
depicting a foreign policy entirely focused
on the amassing of oil profits, even if it
means helping out the bin Laden family.
It’s all about money, asserts Moore, who
also claims our reason for being in Afghani-
stan was to install a pipeline.

War profiteering, the nation’s most
popular muckraker further notes, and
not any imminent defense threat, is re-
ally the reason for our involvement in
Iraq. Scenes of suffering Iraqis and disil-
lusioned U.S. soldiers, things you just
don’t get much of on the 11 p.m. news,
populate the screen.

Watching Fahrenheit 9/11, one is a bit
dumbfounded for starters. Remember, it’s
been a while since such a loud voice was so
directly aimed at a sitting president. Dishing
about Clinton’s peccadilloes hardly counts.
We’re a little out of practice. Sure we’re frus-
trated by this business of living in the ambigu-
ities of the world’s only real empire. But we
have of late confined our right of free expres-
sion mostly just to road rage and overeating.

So you look around for other reactions.
Can this be? If it weren’t true, at the very
least, wouldn’t Moore be sued? But then,
what are the rules of free speech as regards
public figures? Or is it just that the Bush
camp doesn’t want to dignify Moore’s in-
dictments with legal action?

Moore’s assault pulls no punches. Again, his
kitchen-sink-style of tossing cold facts together
with impassioned editorials and snippets from
TV commercials or other bits of popular cul-
ture may look like a haphazard mélange. He
whispers ominous lines from Orwell’s “1984.”
We wonder if portions of the film are purposely
grainy to achieve that innocent, amateur-look
effect. And true to form, his syllogisms rely
more on emotion than concrete fact. He did
the same in his Oscar-winning Bowling for
Columbine (2002).

But while Fahrenheit 9/11 is well on its
way to becoming the largest grossing docu-
mentary of all time, it doesn’t necessarily
indicate that Americans are suddenly expe-
riencing a renaissance-like interest in civics.
The truth is less romantic. For next to being
a great propagandist, Moore is extremely
entertaining. He makes us laugh; he makes
us cry. It’s because of this talent that he has
succeeded where Ralph Nader has failed,
becoming America’s undisputed, number
one purveyor of outrage and indignance.

Moore is the P.T. Barnum of righteous
anger, consistently able to cause the sort of
liberating laughter that occurs when the cur-

tain is embarrassingly lifted on some nefarious
scam. With the very next scene, through artful
juxtaposition posing as naïve disbelief, he has
us cringing, knuckle-to-the-mouth in shock
at what seems just too horrible to be true.

A case in point is the flabbergasting scenes
he shot of a Flint, Mich. mother, both before
and after her son is killed in Iraq. A hawk at
the outset, her understandable flip-flop after
his death, and how she then viewed America,
Iraq and war in general, is devastating. Some
may call Moore’s usage of the footage ma-
nipulative, a cheap ploy to advance his theo-
ries. Nevertheless, the universal message it
hammers home is undeniably effective.

But just as Moore’s deductions should be
duly considered, in all likelihood where you
stood politically before you entered the
movie house is probably where you’ll still be
standing when the closing credits roll.

Hence, the Washington pundits expect no
land office rush to the Kerry camp by staunch
conservatives, most of whom probably won’t
see the film anyway. Independents on the
fence seem like the most likely to cross over,
but to which? That’ll depend on their political
DNA, and which side they think is lying.

The movie recalls the old adage about
two people witnessing the very same car
accident, but coming away with two com-
pletely different versions of the event. It
may be that this right wing-left wing phe-
nomenon goes back as far as the Sumerians
or maybe even further.

It sure makes for an interesting horse race,
let alone a controversial movie from time to
time. The thing is, we bring a wealth of
subjectivity to everything. And whether the
occasion is a car accident or Fahrenheit 9/11,
the best we can hope for is that the truth will
triumph and that cool heads prevail.

* * * * * * *
Fahrenheit 9/11Fahrenheit 9/11Fahrenheit 9/11Fahrenheit 9/11Fahrenheit 9/11, rated R, is a Lions

Gate Films release directed by Michael
Moore and stars both the American and
Iraqi people. Running time: 122 minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – New Jersey State
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of the
21st Legislative District has joined
the Honorary Board of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO).

For many years, Bramnick has
acted as Auctioneer at the annual
Gala, raising hundreds of thousands

of dollars for the WSO. In 2002, he
received the WSO’s Ann Allen
Award for Outstanding Service in
recognition of his considerable con-
tributions.

In addition, he and his wife,
Patricia, are longtime WSO sub-
scribers.

Photo Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Four former
members of the Westfield High School
(WHS) Chorale were reunited on
June 27 when they provided the mu-
sic for the Sunday service at The First
Baptist Church of Westfield.

Under the direction of First
Baptist’s Minister of Music and WHS
Choir Director William Mathews,
the quartet sang a prelude and vari-
ous selections throughout the ser-
vice to support the day’s theme of
“the goodbyes and hellos of life.”

The Reverend Dr. Darla Turlington
officiated and provided reflections.
The singers joined the congregation
at a reception after worshiping.

The quartet was comprised of ris-
ing college sophomores, including
soprano Martha Strickland, who at-
tends Azusa Pacific University in Cali-
fornia; alto Christine Pirot of
Clemson University in South Caro-
lina; tenor Christopher Lynn of the
University of Richmond in Virginia;
and bass Tyler Patla of Duke Univer-
sity in North Carolina.

Each of the singers was a 2003
WHS graduate and a member of the
New Jersey All-State Chorus.

The students’ continuing efforts
towards community service and
volunteerism in their hometown were
evident and appreciated.
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Ellen Renner
is always interested in drawing and
craftwork. But, I remind her that earning
a living as an artist is not easy,” she said.

Renner recently finished one painting
“Burning Leaves,” which is perched in
her studio along with other pieces por-
traying fellow artists in conversation.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s July! Do you know where your
summer reading lists are? How many
books will you be reading this sum-
mer? Here are a few suggestions, old
and new, to help you get
all of your summer read-
ing done.

Older elementary
school age readers who
enjoy humorous books
won’t be able to put down
“What’s the Matter,
Royston Knapper?” by
Gervase Phinn (Child’s
Play, 2001). The book is
a collection of five stories
about this capricious, yet
lovable young man. A
great summer afternoon read.

Looking for a fun way to spend the
summer? “American Grub: Eats for
Kids From All Fifty States” can give
you 50 fun things
to do in the kitchen.
Each state is repre-
sented with at least
one recipe of a food
native to that state.
The New Jersey sec-
tion offers a recipe
for cranberry muf-
fins. This book is
truly geared to the
elementary school
age child in that it
gives an impressive
section on safety in
the kitchen. Written by Lynn Kuntz
and Jan Fleming (Gibbs Smith, Pub-
lisher, 2003).

Part mystery, part adventure, part
drama and even a little romance,
“The Ghost in the Machine” by Mary
Woodbury (Coteau Books, 2003)
centers around 15-year-old Tyler
Graham and the Volkswagen in which
his uncle was killed in four years
prior. There’s a lot wrong with Tyler’s
life, and as he fixes up “Princess,”
other things, such as his parent’s rela-
tionship, his mother’s health, and
decades-old family feuds seem to re-
pair themselves as well. It’s a satisfy-

ing novel that ties up all the loose
ends and makes for a happy conclu-
sion.

A new book by New Jersey author
Wendy Mass will also appeal to the
13 years and older reading crowd.

“Leap Day” (Little,
Brown and Company,
2004) is the story of Josie
Taylor, and of her 16th
birthday, which is really
only her fourth, because
she was born on Leap
Day.

Using an innovative
writing technique, Mass
sets the plot of “Leap
Day” over the course of
a single day. Her writing
is also experimental in

other ways.
“I tried to take risks by experi-

menting with some things in “Leap
Day,” she explained, “such as setting

the book over only
one day, alternating
viewpoints and
sometimes even fast
forwarding into the
future of the char-
acters.”

“Leap Day” is
whimsical in that
the readers get the
opportunity to
glimpse the
thoughts of the
characters that sur-
round Josie, even

though she herself doesn’t know what
they are thinking.

Mass spent a day at a high school
to re-familiarize herself with the 16-
year old crowd. Her first book, “A
Mango-Shaped Space,” released in
2003, received high acclaim from
such children’s writer notables as Judy
Blume and Paula Danziger.

You can learn more about Wendy
Mass by logging onto
www.wendymass.com.

A summer’s worth of books is out
there, just waiting to be read, but
you’ve got to hurry. There are so
many books, but so little time.

Photos Courtesy of NJPAC, photographed by Warren Westura
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Elias Zareva, will complete their
series of summer concerts in the park
on Thursday, July 15, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

A band favorite featured during the

concert will be Edwin Goldman’s On
the Mall, which was a great favorite of
New Yorkers who attended concerts
“On the Mall” in Central Park during
the mid-1920s. Goldman was often
considered the second John Philip
Sousa.

The evening will bring
an encore performance of
the Three Solitaires, fea-
turing Tom Duncan, Joel
Van Tine and Glenn Parisi
on trumpet.

The band will also per-
form Gypsy Dance from
the opera Carmen, Proces-
sion of the Nobles by
Rimsky-Korsakov and
Morning, Noon and Night
in Vienna by Frederick Von
Suppe.

All events are free and
open to the public. Attend-
ees should bring lawn
chairs or blankets. In the
event of rain, the concert
will be held in the Main
Sanctuary at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

The Westfield Recre-
ation Department’s Sum-
mer Concert Series will
continue on Thursday, July
22, with the Westfield
Community Swing Band,
“Nostalgia.”

The series is sponsored
by the Westfield Recreation
Department, Bruce
Kaufmann, Director. For
more information, please
call (908) 789-4080.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Two Local Residents
Placed on Pingry List
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP –

Theodore Corvino, Pingry School As-
sistant Headmaster and Lower School
Director, announced the names of
area sixth graders who were recently
placed on the final Honor Roll for the
marking period ending in June.

The roster recognizes students who
have achieved a “B+” average with no
individual grade lower than a “B-”.

Westfield resident Alexander
Daifotis and Berkeley Heights stu-
dent Jennifer Soong were placed on
the list.

Benjamin Masel Receives
Spring Dean’s List Status

WESTFIELD – Vanderbilt Uni-
versity in Nashville, Tenn. has re-
ported that Benjamin Andrew Masel
of Westfield was placed on the Dean’s
List for the spring 2004 semester. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Randy
Masel of Westfield.

Kathleen Russell-Smith
Graduates Vassar College

Hyung-Soo Graduates
Binghamton University

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains resident Kim Hyung-Soo
graduated in May from
Binghamton University in
Binghamton, N.Y. with a Bachelor
of Science degree.

Teresa Gibbons Achieves
Dean’s List Recognition
WESTFIELD – Teresa Gibbons of

Westfield was placed on the Dean’s
List for the spring 2004 semester at
Mount Saint Mary’s University in
Emmitsburg, Md.

A junior, Teresa is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Gibbons of
Westfield.

Ricci Participates
In Landmark Event

WESTFIELD – Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. has reported that
Westfield resident Kathleen Russell-
Smith graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree during the college’s 140’s
Commencement on May 23.

The daughter of Louise Russell and
Marvin Smith of Westfield, she ma-
jored psychology. Kathleen graduated
Phi Beta Kappa with General Honors
and Honors in Psychology.

WESTFIELD – Luke Ricci,
17, of Westfield is spending two
weeks as a Landmark Volunteer
at the Craig Mountain Wildlife
Management Area and Wolf Re-
search Center in Idaho.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Rich
Ricci of Westfield, Luke is a mem-
ber of a volunteer team that will
spend one week with each orga-
nization. Work may include re-
storing cabins, habitat restoration,
farm and ranch tasks and facili-
ties maintenance.

A student at Westfield High
School, Luke participates in the
Model United Nations, Youth
Government and Drama Club
as an actor and set designer at
WHS.

Luke also volunteers at St.
Mary’s Soup Kitchen, spends
time once a week at a homeless
shelter, where he helps young-
sters with their homework, and
volunteers at a camp for indi-
viduals with cancer.

working with new people.”
Though her daughter is tiny in stat-

ure, Judy said she insists on toting all
three huge instruments on her own.
She also balances a challenging sched-
ule that includes repairing instruments
at a New Providence music store and

teaching bassoon and clarinet at New
Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) camp.

Tracy was recently notified of her
acceptance and membership into the
NJYS senior orchestra. An honor stu-
dent at Newark Academy in Livingston,
where she plays jazz and holds mem-
bership in the orchestra and Wood-
wind Quartet, Tracy is also a student in
Julliard’s Pre-College program and she
performs with about 10 orchestras
while balancing her studies.

“She went from on the stage to un-
der the stage,” joked Judy, adding that
Tracy pursued theater until eighth
grade. She was on stage in NJPAC’s
Youth Performance Workshop.

Westfield resident and WYACT vet-

eran Lindsay-Rose Sinclair has claimed
the starring role of “Reno Sweeney.”
She was not available for interviews
and did not return calls.

In 2002, Lindsay portrayed “Erzulie,
Goddess of Love” in WYACT’s Once
On This Island, the “Ensemble Clan

Member” in the troupe’s
rendition of Brigadoon, and
“Rose Seller” (2000) for
“Who Will Buy This Beau-
tiful Morning Medley?” in
the 1999 production of
Oliver!

She was also a featured
soloist in WYACT’s 2002
blockbuster “Puttin’ on the
Ritz, a Salute to Irving Ber-
lin and A Night With Cole
Porter,” which was staged
with the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra.

High school roles include
“Dorothy” in The Wizard
of Oz, “Ruth” in Pirates of
Penzance and for her solo of
“Ain’t It Good” in Children
of Eden, she received the
Paper Mill Playhouse Ris-
ing Star Award for outstand-
ing performance by an en-
semble member.

The award included a
scholarship to Playhouse’s
Summer Conservatory Pro-
gram and end-of-session
performance in New Faces
of 2002. Lindsay always
performed with the WHS
Chorale, Choraleers and
Concert Choir and Com-

petition Swing Choir.
She is pursuing her Bachelor of Fine

Arts degree in Musical Theatre at
Montclair State University, where she
was cast in their spring production,
Working, The Musical.

Michael Gleason of Scotch Plains,
who will play the trumpet, also did not
return calls.

“This is a great production in terms
of the music and the numbers, which
we’ve based on 1930s movies,” Meryl
told The Leader/Times on Friday. She
added that Lindsay-Rose possesses top-
notch vocals for her Anything Goes
role – one of the key ingredients to
making this summer’s WYACT pro-
duction worthy of anticipation.


