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Fireworks

Saturday, July 3
New Providence

High School. Fireworks at dark
following an 8:15 p.m. concert.

Plainfield’s Cedar Brook Park.
Fireworks at dark.

Sunday, July 4
Mountainside’s Deerfield

School. Fireworks at dark.
Cranford’s Nomahegan Park.

Fireworks 9:15 p.m.
Summit’s Soldier’s Memorial

Field. Fireworks at 9:15 p.m.
following a 7:45 p.m. concert.

Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson
High School. Fireworks at dark.

Springfield’s Thelma
L.Sandmeier School. Fireworks
at dark following a 5 p.m. fair.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PARTY HAT…A mother and daughter are dressed for fun in pink during the lovely weather for the Westfield townwide
celebration Sunday evening. The Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsored the event commemorating the town’s
Great American Main Street award.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES…Workers on North Avenue across from the
Westfield train station last week make significant progress in totally recon-
structing the building as can be seen from both the front and the back.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TRAIN TRACK RESTORATION…County rail lines from Linden to Cranford
show progress in the reactivation program as seen last week in Cranford on
South Avenue looking toward Linden.
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Many Summer Events
Available for Residents
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M&E Railway Reassures Garbage
Will Not Be Moved Across County

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Tuesday, the Surface Trans-
portation Board (STB) denied the
petition of five New Jersey munici-
palities (Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Kenilworth, and Sum-
mit) to reopen a July 2002 board
decision licensing Morristown & Erie
Railway, Inc. (M&E) to operate the
Rahway Valley and Staten Island rail-
road lines through Union County.

Union County Director of Eco-
nomic Development James Daley
said that in a case of interstate com-
merce, a municipality has no stand-
ing.

“Their express reason why we can’t
lease the lines goes against bond
covenants and the rail’s purposes,”
Mr. Daley said. “This contract [be-
tween the county and M&E] is as
protective as possible.”

Herb Slote, a member of the Com-
mission to Stop the Train, said: “First,
I disagree with the reasoning of the
STB. They can’t delegate to a state
court whether parties have been
heard. So, our attorneys are evaluat-
ing our options and first we will
appeal for the STB to reconsider. If
not, we are prepared to take up our
case with the US Court of Appeals.”

Mr. Daley said M&E will only
move materials either generated or
transported to Union County. “The

purpose of using this line is to sup-
port local industries along the line
that have been neglected. This will
provide alternative and cheaper trans-
portation.”

One of Mr. Slote’s concerns is that
the train will bring garbage through
the county.

“Work is being done at the waste
facility at Fresh Kills,” Mr. Slote
said. “They will be able to package
waste onto trains and cars. They are
refurbishing trains and cars, which
run to New Jersey. One possible route
for the garbage is the Rahway Valley
railroad out onto existing lines.”

Chief Operating Officer of M&E
Railway Gordon Fuller told The
Westfield Leader that the reactiva-
tion of the Staten Island and Rahway
Valley rail lines will not bring gar-
bage through Union County.

Mr. Fuller said that no garbage is
shipped via rail in New Jersey; rather,
it is shipped on trucks. If in the rare
case it is shipped on trains it travels
in hermetically-sealed containers to
prevent any leaks. According to Mr.
Fuller, there are no plans for M&E to
move garbage in Union Country.

Mr. Daley said the county negoti-
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By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This summer, local towns are of-
fering a variety of recreational ac-
tivities for residents and families to
enjoy.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) will sponsor “Sweet
Sounds Downtown” Summer Jazz
Festival on Tuesday evenings in July
and August. The festival will be held
7-9 p.m., featuring four artists each
week.

The DWC will also host the “5K
Pizza Extravaganza” race on
Wednesday, July 28 for all interested
participants.

The Westfield Area Chamber of

Commerce (WACC) will open a
Farmer’s Market in the South Av-
enue train station parking lot on
Thursdays from 2-7 p.m. beginning
on July 1.

The WACC will also host Classic
Car Shows on Wednesday, July 14
and Wednesday, August 11 from 6:30-
9 p.m. on Quimby and Elm Streets
downtown.

In addition, downtown sidewalk
sales will be held from July 15
through July 18 for downtown stores
to display sale merchandise on the
sidewalk.

The Scotch Plains Cultural Arts
Committee will host the “Silver Se-
ries 2004” to celebrate the 25th year
of the summer concert series. Con-
certs will be held on Thursday eve-
nings on the Alan Augustine Village
Green from Thursday, July 8 through
Thursday, August 26.

The Scotch Plains Farmer’s Mar-
ket will be open in the municipal
parking lot on Park Avenue on Satur-
days from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. from mid-
June through mid-November.

In addition, a Charity Softball
Event: The Bravest vs The Finest
will be held on Saturday, July 17 at
11 a.m. in Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains.

Fanwood kicked off the Movies in
the Park program on June 29 with
Freaky Friday in La Grande Park.
Family movies will be shown for
eight consecutive Tuesday nights in
the summer. Movies begin at dusk,
or approximately 8:15 p.m. In the
event of inclement weather, rain dates
will be held the following Wednes-
day evening. La Grande Park also
hosts an eight-week summer pro-
gram for children featuring arts and
crafts, sports and games.

Union County kicked off the Sum-
mer Arts Festival in Echo Lake Park
on June 30. Outdoor concerts are
held every Wednesday evening at
7:30 until August 25. Admission is
free, and in case of inclement weather,
the rain site will be Cranford High
School. For a listing of the perfor-
mances, see the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org.

Downtown Westfield Offers
Variety, Hometown Atmosphere

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This is part one of a
six-part feature on the business centers
in our area that will include Down-
town Westfield, Westfield’s South Av-
enue corridor, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

* * * * * * *
To the newcomer to Westfield, the

first glimpse at the downtown com-
mercial center forms an experience
not easily forgotten. Blocks lined
with attractive and varied storefronts,
streets that offer benches while sev-
eral restaurants offer outside tables
and chairs, the sights and sounds of
families, visitors and friends enjoy-
ing common space…all add up to an
impressive picture.

Downtown Westfield is, if anything,
a huge commercial and business melt-
ing pot. Longtime “Mom & Pop”
establishments, nationally recognized
chains and a wide array of restaurants
weave together around equally thriv-
ing pockets of professional lawyers,
beauticians, bankers and doctors. A
bundle of community organizations
further knit together the downtown
community. This commercial and
social center attracts both residents
and out-of-town visitors for single
meals or full days’ worth of shopping.

One sentiment echoed by many
Westfield residents and downtown
shoppers is that Downtown
Westfield’s character always evolves.
In recent years, business owners and

community organizations have worked
to revitalize both the look of the town
and the quality goods, services and
entertainment that it provides.

Longtime area resident and Gap
District Manager Tammy Racine
said, “The way that the town has
evolved in the last 13 years [the Gap
came to Westfield in 1991] has
changed the face of Westfield. The
town was always close-knit, but now
everybody else knows about it. People
from outside of the area get excited

about Westfield. It’s a destination
spot where people want to come –
even beyond shopping. You can sit
outside on benches or just go for a
stroll; it’s a beautiful town.”

“Downtown has ‘stroller gridlock’
everywhere – a lot of young people,
a lot of young families are always out
enjoying the town. It’s so refresh-
ing,” said United Fund Executive
Director Linda Maggio. “I love that
community feeling; it really makes

WF Council Crafts
Referendum Lang.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After spending nearly three hours
behind closed doors discussing mul-
tiple topics, including redevelopment
negotiations with developer Robert
Powell, the Westfield Town Council
then spent nearly an hour hammer-
ing out the language for the non-
binding referendum question for a
parking garage and redevelopment
on Prospect and Elm Streets.

The draft that came out of the
meeting is: “Shall the Town of
Westfield issue approximately 10
million dollar general obligation
bonds to undertake the construction
of a parking structure on municipal
parking lots 1 and 8 between Pros-
pect and Elm Streets which would
contain approximately 500 total park-
ing spaces and which bonds would
be supported by revenue derived from
parking fees and fees resulting from
mixed use redevelopment consisting
of approximately 19 residential units
and approximately 3,000 square feet
of retail space?”

Debate became heated, with First
Ward Councilman Sal Caruana say-
ing he would propose an amendment
to the ordinance from the dais next
week because he didn’t like the way
the wording was.

Some members of the council
wanted it spelled out that the bond
would be repaid by fees associated
with the redevelopment, while oth-
ers wanted to include language mak-
ing it clear that a tax increase would
be used as a last resort to pay back the
money. Others, such as Third Ward
Councilman Andrew Skibitsky did
not want to include the total cost of
the project.

A general obligation bond means
that tax revenues are used to repay
the debt. A revenue bond would say
that only the revenues would support
the bond, and tax revenues would not
be attached. “It’s more than just the
revenues that are guaranteeing this
bond,” Councilman Caruana told The
Westfield Leader.

An interest rate on a revenue bond
would be much higher because secu-
rity behind it is much less. Accord-
ing to Sal Caruana, there was not
enough revenue with both decks to
support a revenue bond.

The council will vote on the ordi-
nance under first reading next week.
Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said that he would be vot-
ing no on the ordinance. It was un-
known as to how any other council
members will be voting against the
ordinance.

In other business, the council could
see a draft of the ordinance creating
a conditional use zone for the James

Ward project on Prospect Street. Ac-
cording to Councilman Caruana,
Town Planner Blaise Brancheau has
been through the ordinance. Whether
the council votes on it on first read-
ing next week or not, it will go to the
Planning Board for review and com-
ment.

During the open public comment
portion of the meeting resident  Allen
Solomon said that the total cost of
the garage would exceed $27 million
over the 30-year period of the bond.
He said that when maintenance,
school children and interest are fac-

WF BOE Still Unsure
On Referendum Cost

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
voted to seek a bond referendum on
Tuesday, December 14 to fund an
artificial turf field and a restoration
of the track at Kehler Stadium as
well as funding extensive restorative
efforts on the field at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

The total cost of the work at Kehler
stadium comes to approximately
$1,381,000. The work at Edison In-
termediate School will cost approxi-
mately $419,000. The total cost of
both projects is approximately
$1,800,000, a number that is “higher
than we thought,” according to Board
Secretary Robert Berman.

The board has yet to determine a
final dollar amount to seek in the
bond referendum. Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley said that
he hopes to seek at least partial fund-
ing from community groups that
would also benefit from an artificial
turf field. Community leagues will
be allowed to use the field, an idea
that board member Alice Hunnicutt
said, “seems to be appropriate.”

The board must decide on what
amount of funding to seek from the
community, as well as the duration
of the bond, by the beginning of
September.

According to board member Kim-
berly Rhodes, if these projects are
bonded instead of added to the 2005-
2006 district, “we get much more for
the community with much less
money.”  Bonding the projects has no
impact on the district’s budget cap,
which might soon be lowered if pend-
ing state legislation is passed.

The board received a report from
Dr. Foley on the administration’s
plans to implement the district’s new

Strategic Plan.
The Strategic Plan is the result of

a collaborative effort between the
board, the district’s administration,
and members of the community. The
group, comprised of approximately
fifty people, met twice this year in
order to identify goals the district
should try to reach with its students
over the next five years.

Dr. Foley talked to the board about
goals to be set and steps to be taken
during the 2004-2005 school year. In
dealing with communications, Dr.
Foley told the board that redesigning
the district’s website is a top priority.
He noted that work has already be-
gun on re-designing the Guidance
Department’s website, and that the
site’s content should be available to
students and parents by the fall. Dr.
Foley also plans for the administra-
tion to utilize TV 36 more effectively
for the purpose of passing along in-
formation on board initiatives to the
general public. A position may be
formed within the administration to
deal specifically with this issue. Fi-
nally, the district will develop a regu-
lar, streamlined system of communi-
cation from school to school. Dr.
Foley also announced plans to visit
each school’s Parent-Teacher Orga-
nization over the course of the com-
ing school year.

In dealing with curriculum issues,
grammar, writing and communica-
tion skills will be integrated into
each class. Teachers will also be
asked to use techniques that require
students to learn to critically assess
information. This component of the
plan may involve the addition of
study skills units into each class when
various curricula come up for re-
view. The district will aim to reduce
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A DONE DEAL…Congressman Mike Ferguson concludes the purchase of
Jersey corn and blueberries last Saturday morning at the Farmers Market in
Scotch Plains.

I CAN HELP MAKE IT EASIER.  CALL ME TO DISCUSS YOUR HOME, AUTO, AND

LIFE INSURANCE NEEDS.

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

“Uncle”

Dave

Williams

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Hours
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm • Wed-Thu 9am-7pm
Fri 9am-6pm • July 4th 9am-2pm 

Hours
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm • Wed-Thu 9am-7pm
Fri 9am-6pm • July 4th 9am-2pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

In Celebration of our Rights and Freedoms we 
are having an incredible sale Thursday July 1st-
Wedensday July 7th. 

Fill those voids in the landscape by taking 
advantage of this incredible sale.  Purchase any 
Tree or Shrub or Hanging Basket from our large 
selection at 25% Off the marked Retail Price. 

Hurry though, our father comes back from 
vacation on the 8th, and he gets angry at us 
when we run these large sales. 

There will also be several un-advertised specials 
only for our best buds members.

In Celebration of our Rights and Freedoms we 
are having an incredible sale Thursday July 1st-
Wedensday July 7th. 

Fill those voids in the landscape by taking 
advantage of this incredible sale.  Purchase any 
Tree or Shrub or Hanging Basket from our large 
selection at 25% Off the marked Retail Price. 

Hurry though, our father comes back from 
vacation on the 8th, and he gets angry at us 
when we run these large sales. 

There will also be several un-advertised specials 
only for our best buds members.

I Declare...

25% Off
Any Tree,
Shrub or

Hanging Basket

25% Off
Any Tree,
Shrub or

Hanging Basket

...Your Freedom
to Save $$$

ated with the Port Authority, and port
traffic will go out its regular south and
west lines. Port traffic will be shipped
on the Lehigh Valley and Chemical
Coast lines, neither affecting Union
County. Mr. Daley said freight from the
Port Authority “will travel by truck and
barge, but not on these lines.”

Mr. Slote said he is wary of the
responses of M&E, noting, “We have
been lied to left and right, and there’s
no reason to believe them. To put it
bluntly, if the Rahway Valley rail
didn’t exist, nobody would propose to
run it as is now.”

Mr. Daley explained that in 1992,
transportation was stopped on the lines
and they were sold to the NJDOT in
1994 for the purpose of preserving
them for rail transportation. CSX and
Norfolk Southern wanted to use the
Staten Island lines to ship to big busi-
ness. The county wanted to keep con-
trol of the lines and “be true to the
reasons why the state bought the lines,
which was to service the businesses in
Union County,” Mr. Daley said.

Union County then leased the lines
from New Jersey and contracted M&E
as its operator. Because the shipping of
freight is a matter of interstate com-
merce, the county has limited say on
what is shipped; however, in its agree-
ment with M&E, the rail line can only
ship materials generated in Union
County or bound for Union County.

Mr. Daley said there wouldn’t be
any unwanted materials (waste)
shipped because “there are no facili-
ties that service that. No one along
the line does that type of work.”

Mr. Fuller could not specify what
is shipped on the rail, but he said it is
mostly construction debris.

“We are common carriers. By law,
we must move whatever the busi-
nesses are contracted to ship and
receive,” Mr. Fuller said. “But gar-
bage is not in our plan.”

Mr. Fuller said it is possible to
hook up with the Erie Lackawanna,
and said M&E already has the capa-
bility to connect with the line using
the Raritan Valley service.

“But, NJ Transit operates com-
muter trains under electric wires,”
Mr. Fuller said. “Freight trains sim-
ply won’t fit. Any ideas of double
stacking will not be viable.”

“Plus,” Mr. Daley said when asked
about the possibility, “it would be
such a circuitous route. It would be
so convoluted. Physically, yes it’s

possible, but it’s completely not prac-
tical.”

Mr. Slote said when the line was
abandoned, “it was such a problem
the police needed to patrol the traffic
on Route 22. M&E’s proposals are
ridiculous.”

There are 26 grade crossings (where
cars and trains are on the same level)
in Union County covering both the
Rahway Valley and Staten Island lines.
Mr. Slote said, “There’s no question
it’ll create tremendous problems. You
are cutting off Meisel and Mountain
Avenue when a train approaches.
These are heavily traveled arteries.”

Of the concerns that trains will
cause traffic congestion Mr. Fuller
said: “I won’t pretend that people can
avoid being inconvenienced. But we
will try to keep this at a low threshold.
We will not have any great impact.”

Mr. Fuller said he is aware of the
grade crossings on Route 22 and 28,
“but we’re talking about small trains
running very infrequently. I’m not
particularly concerned.”

Mr. Fuller also said that fire offi-
cials in Springfield are aware of the
line crossing by the new Springfield
fire station on Mountain Avenue.

“In Springfield, fire officials are
aware,” said Mr. Fuller. “They lease
on our land. We work very well to-
gether. We have drills working with
emergency squads. We are an active
arm of the community.”

Mr. Daley said that when the railroad
was reestablished, a state diagnostic
team evaluated grade crossings and
specified what signals and gates are
necessary at each crossing. The county’s
deal with M&E provides for 15 cars
traveling at 25 mph. All trains are radio-
equipped in order to notify fire and
emergency stations when a train might
interfere with a municipality’s ability to
respond to a call.

“They’ll have the ability to cross
any intersection in a minute. There
won’t be interference with traffic
flow. It’ll be equivalent to a traffic
light,” Mr. Daley said.

Union County’s contract with M&E
calls for three trains per week for the
first three years, and increases to five
trains per week after three years.

“It’s costing them $7.5 million just to
refurbish the Rahway Valley line,” Mr.
Slote said. “Never mind the millions it
took to acquire it from the state. How
does three trains a week justify that
expenditure? It’s obvious they have big-
ger and better things planned. If there’s
more traffic, they’ll get it on there.”

Mr. Fuller said that it is “a fact of
life” that as population increases, the
amount of trains increases. Mr. Fuller
said he and his company would do
their part to avoid disturbing resi-
dences along the line.

“No, we don’t keep people up at
night,” Mr. Fuller said. “I live in
Plainfield. I want to be a good neigh-
bor.”

One concern of the Stop the Train
group is that there will be increased
pollution, not from trains, but by cars
sitting waiting to cross.

Mr. Fuller said the rail industry is
a mostly seamless operation that is
only mentioned when an unfortunate
derailment or injury occurs.

“We are regulated by the federal
government,” Mr. Fuller said. “We
are the most environmentally sound
industry around.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garbage Will Not Be Moved
Across County, Says Railway

you smile.”
The Downtown Westfield Corpo-

ration (DWC), the governing body
for the town’s Special Improvement
District (SID), has worked to im-
prove and promote Downtown
Westfield and its businesses since its
formation in 1996.

Maintaining a sense of atmosphere
downtown has been a major goal of
the organization. Through beautifi-
cation projects and a variety of com-
munity events, the DWC and other
organizations have sought to
strengthen the sense of community
and add a new dimension to the
downtown space.

Efforts to improve the town have
not gone unnoticed – residents, shop-
pers and business owners often cite
Westfield’s atmosphere as one of its
greatest charms. Said Westfield resi-
dent and Juxtapose Gallery owner
Gerri Gildea, “The ambiance down-
town has changed – the streetscape is
pretty and well-done, and the town
has done a great job with things like
jazz festivals. People enjoy coming
out for those kinds of events.”

Apart from aesthetics, the charac-
ter of the businesses that line Down-
town Westfield streets has changed
in recent years. Many cite the arrival
of the Gap in 1991 as a catalyst for a
new wave of retailers. Since that
time, Westfield has attracted chain
stores like Express, Ann Taylor,
KayBee Toys, The Bombay Com-
pany, Victoria’s Secret and Coach.

With this surge in national and
regional chains, independent stores
face the challenges of satisfying long-
time Westfield shoppers and pre-
senting themselves to new down-
town visitors.

“We went with the changes. Our
business tried to evolve with the
town and appeal to both old custom-
ers and new people,” Ms. Gildea
said. “We didn’t get old; we still get
excited about what we’re doing.”

Joe Spector, vice chairman of the
DWC and owner of The Leader Store
pointed out that even though some
people think that the latest wave of
chain retailers indicates a drastic
shift in the character of Downtown
Westfield, the town has always had
great commercial draw.

“I think that many people have a
mistaken predisposed ‘Norman
Rockwell painting’ idea about
Westfield. The town does have some
of that and has always had some of
that, but even back in the 1930s and
1940s, Westfield had national and
regional chains,” he said.

He recalled that the most valuable
retail space in town was once in
locations that were nearest to stores
like Woolworth’s and the Singer Sew-
ing Center.

“The nature of business has
changed here, but it changed 30 years
ago, not five,” he said. In a shift that
he said reflects both regional and
national changes, independent stores
are becoming “the anachronism, not
the rule.”

Chains account for 47.31 percent of
downtown retail space (by occupied
square feet), franchises occupy 10.06
percent and independent stores fill
42.63 percent, according to Sherry
Cronin, executive director of the DWC.

Many store owners and consumers
agree that downtown businesses
strike a favorable balance in their
vast variety.

“I think that this town has devel-
oped a lot in several directions – we
have specialty stores, bigger name
stores and restaurants that all cater to
different clientele,” said Anthology
owner Melissa Defalco, who opened
her women’s clothing and accesso-
ries store five years ago. “There’s
enough blend going on here so there’s
something for everyone.”

Ms. Gildea speculated that the
changing character of downtown re-
tailers has caused some shifts in the
demographics of downtown shoppers.
“I think that there are more out-of-
towners coming in over the weekend,
especially on Sundays,” she said.
“They may come here for the bigger
stores, but sharp marketing on the
part of small business owners attracts
them to all the other businesses in
town.”

Ms. Cronin echoed that sentiment;
she said that some shoppers might
travel to Westfield for a specific store
destination (she mentioned that
Trader Joe’s and Lord & Taylor have
large drawing power) but once they
arrive in the heart of the town, “they’ll
find themselves making a day of it.”

One concern that had risen among
some Westfielders was that chain
stores would move to downtown
Westfield but would not attempt to
integrate themselves into the down-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown Westfield Offers
Variety, Hometown Atmosphere

town community. However, most
have found the chains eager to par-
ticipate in special events.

“People tell me that they think that
chains won’t get involved with the
community, but I can’t say that. I
have seen the chain stores in Westfield
become very involved,” Ms. Cronin
said.

She cited annual sidewalk sales as
an example. “People had been afraid
to ask chain stores to participate,”
she said, “but now they’ve become a
tremendous part of the event.”

Ms. Racine said, “We know that
it’s really important to have a con-
nection to the people in this commu-
nity. Even though we’re a big chain
store, we have personal ties to the
area – they are our employees and
our customers and we want to show
that we care.”

To that end, the Gap has partici-
pated in the Spring Fling and FestiFall
(one year the store put together a
fashion show) and annually displays
Westfield student artwork during the
town’s Art Month.

Ms. Racine also explained a newer
initiative, a BabyGap local events
program under which acts like pup-
pet shows and musicians provide en-
tertainment for children and their
parents in GapKids. Just before
Mother’s Day, employees set up an
art event in which shoppers could
either bring or buy a T-shirt and put
handprints or footprints on it with
paint.

“It was such a huge success,” she
said. “It was so great to watch moms
and their kids making these shirts
together and having fun.”

Smith & Hawkin, a 2002 addition
to Elm Street, has enriched the
Westfield community greatly, said
Ms. Cronin. The company donated
two benches to the Elm Street brick
courtyard and has expressed its de-
sire to stay in touch with the Westfield
community.

“If you’re going to be in a town
like this, you have to get involved,”
said Michael Gluckman, store man-
ager of Smith & Hawken. “I’d say
that about 80 percent of our business
comes from Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. We think it’s impor-
tant to be a part of the community.”

At 2003’s 5K Run, Ms. Cronin
said that the generosity of both inde-
pendent and chain stores gave event
organizers “almost too much.”

Mr. Spector said, “[Chain stores]
have moved here for all the right
reasons – the demographics, the town
facades…They upgrade and uplift
aging properties, and they deserve
credit for a lot of beautification.
They’re part of the community –
they’re our neighbors, friends and
family.”

Noting the eclectic mix of busi-
ness establishments in Downtown
Westfield, Mr. Spector said that the
lack of an official governing plan for
the town means that the landlords of
individual downtown spaces can de-
cide who moves into the town center.
“We’re different from a mall,” he
said. “Mall owners can discriminate
as to what percentage of the space
will be used for restaurants or retail
and the kinds of businesses. We’re a
town center, so we have a free mar-
ket.”

“Everything changes. If you at-
tempt to plan for your change, you’ll
hopefully get something close to what
you envisioned. In Downtown
Westfield, there is a common vision
to negotiate, coordinate and com-
promise – that’s what community is
about,” he said.

Independents and chains alike
say that the general success of
Westfield businesses and the ever-
improving aesthetics of the town
make the shopping district more
exciting, and the constant flow of
both auto and pedestrian traffic
suggests a thriving, dynamic com-
munity.

“Downtown is more than a place
to shop and dine – it’s a social place,”
said Ms. Cronin.

“I like the Mom & Pop store feel-
ing, the sense that ‘nobody can do it
like Westfielders can,’” said Ms.
Maggio. “But at the same time, you
can find just about anything you
want here. It’s a vibrant climate, a
place that people want to be.”

Ms. Defalco said, “We have a lot
of shops here, but there are a lot of
people too. Offering more of a vari-
ety helps everyone.”

Just as Westfield’s thriving down-
town center constantly moves for-
ward, surrounding areas and towns
are improving themselves in many
ways. In the coming weeks, this se-
ries will examine those other com-
mercial and business centers.
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Referendum
tored in, it increases the costs. He
suggested a smaller land acquisition
would be more affordable. Mr.
Solomon also objected to the idea of
the council discussing the wording
of the referendum question in closed
session.

Several members of the council
agreed that the discussion of the refer-
endum should be held in open session.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
that discussing with the developer
whether he wanted to continue with the
project falls under negotiations, but that
the referendum could be held in open.
He then said that he has trouble with Mr.
Solomon’s “intellectual dishonesty” and
that Mr. Solomon “compounds num-
bers that have no basis in reality.”
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Summer Fun

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SATURDAY, JUNE 19
•A Cranford resident reported that

someone entered his unlocked motor
vehicle in Tamaques Park and removed
the victim’s wallet, wristwatch, credit
cards and other personal items.

MONDAY, JUNE 21
• Two residents of Summit Avenue

reported their motor vehicles were un-
lawfully entered and items taken. In the
first case, a laptop computer valued at
$1,200 was removed from a vehicle that
was parked in the owner’s driveway.

• The second incident involved a ve-
hicle that was parked in front of the
owner’s home, from which a “coach”
handbag was taken. The handbag con-
tained cash, identification and a MAC
card that was later used in Linden.

• A Park Street resident reported that
someone entered her motor vehicle while
it was parked in her driveway and re-
moved a Sony “Discman.”

• A Cardinal Drive business owner
reported that his VISA cards were re-
moved from his office and subsequently
used to make a $400.66 transaction.

• A motor vehicle was unlawfully
entered in the 300 block of Washington

Street and approximately $5 in coin
change was removed.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
• Russell Rudyk, 34, of Carteret was

arrested at his home on various charges
in connection with a motor vehicle break-
in that occurred two days earlier in the
600 block of Summit Avenue.

Rudyk was charged with burglary,
theft, fraudulent use of a credit card,
identity theft, criminal mischief, credit
card theft and computer theft. He was
being held on $10,000 bail.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26
• A Union resident reported that while

she was at work on Central Avenue,
someone stole $180 from her pocket-
book.

• A Sinclair Place resident reported
that someone damaged the windows on
his motor vehicle, which had been parked
in the roadway.

• Gregory Katz, 29, of Union was
arrested at a North Avenue video store
and charged with shoplifting about $400
worth of merchandise, as well as with
resisting arrest. Katz was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

SUNDAY, JUNE 27
• Authorities arrested Kahliph

Brunson, 24, of Linden on multiple
charges — including aggravated assault
on a police officer — following a police
pursuit that began in Woodbridge and
culminated on Summit Court in
Westfield.

As Brunson allegedly attempted to
escape apprehension on Summit Court,
his vehicle struck the door of a patrol car
belonging to a Clark Township police
officer who was involved in pursuing the
suspect.

The officer, who had been attempting
to exit the vehicle, was pinned between
the car and the door, authorities said. He
was transported to University Hospital
in Newark, where he was treated and
released.

Westfield authorities charged
Brunson, who was arrested at the scene,
with aggravated assault on a police of-
ficer, for which bail was set at $20,000.
Woodbridge police charged Brunson
with eluding police, driving while in-
toxicated, and driving with a suspended
license, for which he was held on $10,000
bail.

The suspect was additionally wanted
on contempt of court warrants from
Madison, Carteret and Roselle, with bail
amounts of $707, $532 and $525, re-
spectively.

Union County will also host “Kids
Kingdom,” which will provide ac-
tivities such as face painting, arts and
crafts, pony rides, hay rides, a pet-
ting zoo and demonstrations. The
events will be held from 12-6 pm on
the following dates: July 11 at
Warinanco Park, August 8 at the loop
area in Watchung Reservation, Sep-
tember 18 at Nomahegan Park.

The county will sponsor a family
program at Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center in Watchung Reserva-
tion on Tuesday, August 10 from 7-8
pm. “Nighttime Munchies” is open
to families with children age six and
older. Participants will take a night-
time hike and sample berries as they
learn about mammals eating berries
in nature. The registration cost is $5
for Union County residents and $6
for non-residents. Anyone interested
may contact Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center at (908) 789-3670.
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WF Board of Education Still
Unsure of Referendum Cost

the achievement gap of disaggre-
gated groups on standardized tests
by reorganizing basic skills and us-
ing software to track the progress of
students and groups of students in
danger of receiving low scores.

Dr. Foley went on to discuss the
need to ensure consistent delivery of
curricula, which led to a debate
amongst board members as to
whether or not consistent delivery is
really a problem. “I’m not aware of
any gaps,” Dr. Foley said. “Different
teachers will do things in different
ways.”

Board member Richard Solomon
also attributed a perceived gap to
differentiated instruction and “a range
of abilities in the teacher ranks.” He
would later add, “We need to ensure
that it will be consistent.”

Dr. Foley moved on to talk to the
board about professional develop-
ment initiatives, including encour-
aging teachers to see National Board
Certification. Under the use of dis-
trict resources, he mentioned the need
to modernize and improve facilities.

His presentation ended with a sec-
tion on school climate. The adminis-
tration plans to implement the rec-
ommendations of two evaluators who
recently spent time assessing the state
of the Guidance Department at
Westfield High School (WHS). This
year will also see the implementa-
tion of the recommendations of the
Ninth Grade Transition Committee,
including the start of a comprehen-
sive mentoring plan for ninth graders
at WHS.

Allison Klass Honored
At Syracuse University

WESTFIELD – The College of Vi-
sual and Performing Arts at Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y. has an-
nounced that Allison Klass of Westfield
was named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2004 semester. She is a junior
majoring in speech communication.

Colvin Will Attend
Catawba College

WESTFIELD – Emily Colvin, a
Westfield High School student, has
been accepted and plans to attend
Catawba College in Salisbury, N.C.
in the fall. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Colvin of Westfield.

Daniel Seeger Earns
Dean’s List Status

WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Seeger
of Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Hamilton College in
Clinton, N.Y. for the spring 2004
semester. A rising junior majoring in
chemistry, he is a Westfield High
School graduate.

Kathryn Bartholomew
Named to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – The College of
Arts and Sciences at Syracuse Uni-
versity in Syracuse, N.Y. has placed
Westfield resident Kathryn
Bartholomew on the spring 2004
semester Dean’s List. Kathryn is a
senior majoring in psychology and
newspaper journalism.

Megan Hobson Earns
Honors at Skidmore
WESTFIELD – Megan Hobson,

a member of the Class of 2004 at
Skidmore College in Sarasota
Springs, N.Y., has earned honors
for the fall semester. She is the
daughter of Gene Hobson and
Joëlle Minet Hobson of Westfield.

Wake Forest Dean’s List
Includes Julie Iannazzone

WESTFIELD – Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston-Salem, N.C. has
reported that Julie Catherine
Iannazzone, a senior majoring in
health and exercise, has been placed
on the Dean’s List for the spring
2004 semester.


