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Fireworks

Saturday, July 3
New Providence

High School. Fireworks at dark
following an 8:15 p.m. concert.

Plainfield’s Cedar Brook Park.
Fireworks at dark.

Sunday, July 4
Mountainside’s Deerfield

School. Fireworks at dark.
Cranford’s Nomahegan Park.

Fireworks 9:15 p.m.
Summit’s Soldier’s Memorial

Field. Fireworks at 9:15 p.m.
following a 7:45 p.m. concert.

Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson
High School. Fireworks at dark.

Springfield’s Thelma
L.Sandmeier School. Fireworks
at dark following a 5 p.m. fair.

David B. Corbin for The Times
CLOWNING AROUND…Residents are clowning around and having a great time last Saturday during perfect weather
at the Fanwood Street Fair.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
A DONE DEAL…Congressman Mike Ferguson concludes the purchase of Jersey corn and blueberries last Saturday
morning at the Farmers Market in Scotch Plains.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TRAIN TRACK RESTORATION…County rail lines from Linden to Cranford
show progress in the reactivation program as seen last week in Cranford on
South Avenue looking toward Linden.

Many Summer Events
Available for Residents
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M&E Railway Reassures Garbage
Will Not Be Moved Across County
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By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Last Tuesday, the Surface Trans-
portation Board (STB) denied the
petition of five New Jersey munici-
palities (Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Kenilworth and Sum-
mit) to reopen a July 2002 board
decision licensing Morristown & Erie
Railway, Inc. (M&E) to operate the
Rahway Valley and Staten Island
railroad lines through Union County.

Union County Director of Eco-
nomic Development James Daley
said that in a case of interstate com-
merce, a municipality has no stand-
ing.

“Their express reason why we can’t
lease the lines goes against bond
covenants and the rail’s purposes,”
Mr. Daley said. “This contract [be-
tween the county and M&E] is as
protective as possible.”

Herb Slote, a member of the Com-
mission to Stop the Train, said: “First,
I disagree with the reasoning of the
STB. They can’t delegate to a state
court whether parties have been
heard. So, our attorneys are evaluat-
ing our options and first we will
appeal for the STB to reconsider. If
not, we are prepared to take up our
case with the US Court of Appeals.”

Mr. Daley said M&E will only
move materials either generated or
transported to Union County. “The
purpose of using this line is to sup-
port local industries along the line
that have been neglected. This will
provide alternative and cheaper trans-
portation,” he said.

One of Mr. Slote’s concerns is that
the train will bring garbage through
the county.

“Work is being done at the waste
facility at Fresh Kills,” Mr. Slote
said. “They will be able to package
waste onto trains and cars. They are
refurbishing trains and cars, which
run to New Jersey. One possible route
for the garbage is the Rahway Valley
railroad out onto existing lines.”

Chief Operating Officer of M&E

Railway Gordon Fuller told The
Westfield Leader that the reactiva-
tion of the Staten Island and Rahway
Valley rail lines will not bring gar-
bage through Union County.

Mr. Fuller said that no garbage is
shipped via rail in New Jersey; rather,
it is shipped on trucks. If in the rare
case it is shipped on trains, it travels
in hermetically-sealed containers to
prevent any leaks. According to Mr.

 Variance Approvals
Limited to 18 Months
By SP Zoning Board

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment approved a host of
applications at its meeting last month
and also backed a resolution to limit
the duration of variance approval.

Acting on a recommendation from
Board member Robert LaCosta, the
board in May had voted to support a
rule change under which an appli-
cant receiving a variance would have
one year to commence the construc-
tion associated with the variance
application.

At its meeting early last month,
Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin,
after consulting with board mem-
bers, said he would revise the one-
year time frame to 18 months.

The board approved variance ap-
plications from several homeowners,
including John and Amanda
Jacobsen, who sought two side yard
setback variances so they could con-
struct an attached garage to their
home at 2256 Coles Avenue.

Presently, there is a detached ga-
rage in their backyard and the
Jacobsens want to make better use of
their small backyard by razing the
existing garage and building the new
one.

The board approved the applica-
tion but included a condition that no
second-story addition could ever be
built over the new garage.

John and Michelle Baka received
approval for their application to build
an attached deck at their home at
1181 Hetfield Avenue, a corner lot
that requires a side-yard setback from
the side street of 15 feet.

The Bakas asked to be permitted
to construct the deck, which would
be 11 feet from the property line
along Shawnee Path.

The board approved variance ap-
plications from James and Christine
Ciccarino of 2333 Concord Road
and Jack and Ann Furnari of 2325
Concord Road. Both families want
to erect eight-foot high fencing along
the rears of their properties, which
abut an M-1 industrial zone. Exist-
ing regulations limit fence heights to
six feet, but the Ciccarinos and
Furnaris said the neighboring prop-
erty, which houses a landscaping
company, is four feet higher than
theirs, rendering a six-foot fence in-
effective at blocking their view of
the landscaper’s trucks and other
equipment.

Marie Moore and Frank Cunniffe
received permission to erect an eight-
foot fence and construct a shed on
their property at 11 Nicole Court.
Ms. Moore said the fence, which
would be higher than the permitted
six-foot limit, was needed for safety
reasons because cars sometimes drive
down Cedar Street and through her
back yard. She said the fence would
also prevent people from walking
through her property instead of using
a public walkway at the rear of her
property. She said the shed would be
used to store materials presently
stored in her garage. The 48-square-
foot shed will be situated beyond the
front building line of an adjacent
property.

The board will carry over to its
Thursday, July 8 meeting an applica-

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

This summer, local towns are of-
fering a variety of recreational ac-
tivities for residents and families to
enjoy.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) will sponsor the
“Sweet Sounds Downtown” Sum-
mer Jazz Festival on Tuesday eve-
nings in July and August. The festi-
val will be held 7-9 p.m., featuring
four artists each week.

The DWC will also host the “5K
Pizza Extravaganza” race on
Wednesday, July 28 for all interested
participants.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC) will open a
Farmer’s Market in the South Av-
enue train station parking lot on
Thursdays from 2-7 p.m. beginning
on July 1.

The WACC will also host Classic
Car Shows on Wednesday, July 14
and Wednesday, August 11 from
6:30-9 p.m. on Quimby and Elm
Streets downtown.

In addition, downtown sidewalk
sales will be held from July 15
through July 18 for downtown stores

to display sale merchandise on the
sidewalk.

The Scotch Plains Cultural Arts
Committee will host the “Silver Se-
ries 2004” to celebrate the 25th year
of the summer concert series. Con-
certs will be held on Thursday eve-
nings on the Alan Augustine Village
Green from Thursday, July 8 through
Thursday, August 26.

The Scotch Plains Farmer’s Mar-
ket will be open in the municipal
parking lot on Park Avenue on Satur-
days from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. from mid-
June through mid-November.

In addition, a Charity Softball
Event: The Bravest vs The Finest
will be held on Saturday, July 17 at
11 a.m. in Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains.

Fanwood kicked off the Movies in
the Park program on June 29 with
Freaky Friday in La Grande Park.
Family movies will be shown for
eight consecutive Tuesday nights in
the summer. Movies begin at dusk,
or approximately 8:15 p.m. In the
event of inclement weather, rain dates
will be held the following Wednes-
day evening. La Grande Park also

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: This is part one of a
six-part feature on the business cen-
ters in our area that will include Down-
town Westfield, Westfield’s South Av-
enue corridor, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

* * * * * * *
To the newcomer to Westfield, the

first glimpse at the downtown com-
mercial center forms an experience
not easily forgotten. Blocks lined
with attractive and varied storefronts,
streets that offer benches while sev-
eral restaurants offer outside tables
and chairs, the sights and sounds of
families, visitors and friends enjoy-
ing common space…all add up to an
impressive picture.

Downtown Westfield is, if anything,
a huge commercial and business melt-
ing pot. Longtime “Mom & Pop”
establishments, nationally recognized
chains and a wide array of restaurants
weave together around equally thriv-
ing pockets of professional lawyers,
beauticians, bankers and doctors. A
bundle of community organizations
further knit together the downtown
community. This commercial and
social center attracts both residents
and out-of-town visitors for single
meals or full days’ worth of shopping.

One sentiment echoed by many
Westfield residents and downtown
shoppers is that Downtown Westfield’s
character always evolves. In recent
years, business owners and commu-
nity organizations have worked to re-
vitalize both the look of the town and
the quality goods, services and enter-
tainment that it provides.

Longtime area resident and Gap
District Manager Tammy Racine
said, “The way that the town has

Downtown Westfield Offers
Variety, Hometown Atmosphere

evolved in the last 13 years [the Gap
came to Westfield in 1991] has
changed the face of Westfield. The
town was always close-knit, but now
everybody else knows about it. People
from outside of the area get excited
about Westfield. It’s a destination

spot where people want to come –
even beyond shopping. You can sit
outside on benches or just go for a
stroll; it’s a beautiful town.”

“Downtown has ‘stroller gridlock’
everywhere – a lot of young people,

School Board Nixes
Teacher Transfers

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

A proposal to reshuffle several
Evergreen Elementary School teach-
ers to other schools within the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district was denied
by the Board of Education at its
Tuesday night meeting.

Discussion of the proposal lasted
an hour and 45 minutes and domi-
nated the public portion of the meet-
ing,

The affected teachers were present
to express their dissatisfaction with
the proposed transfers, one calling
the moves “involuntary,” claiming
there were unsatisfactory motives
behind them.

With seven board members present
(President Linda Nelson and Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse were absent), the
school board needed a majority vote
to approve the transfers.

Board members Susan Dyckman,
Rob O’Connor, Betty Anne Woerner
and Edward Saridaki, Jr. abstained
from voting on the measure, forcing
the recommendations to be denied.

The move would have transferred
third-grade teacher Carol Hutchinson
to the fifth grade at Terrill Middle
School; fourth-grade teacher Marisa
Pucci to second grade, and second-
grade teacher Judy Cicalese to Coles
Elementary School.

Teachers spoke out against the tim-
ing of the decision and the reasons
why such moves were necessary.

“The needs of the students have
been overlooked,” Mrs. Hutchinson
said. “This only stifles teachers who
don’t want the status quo and who all
approached (Superintendent of
Schools) Dr. (Carol) Choye about
leadership issues.

“This transfer looks like a punish-
ment for doing the right thing,” Mrs.
Hutchinson added. “I have worked
openly and honestly. What is the
benefit for Evergreen families to have
three veteran teachers moved unnec-
essarily while a new principal is be-
ing welcomed?

“If these were such positive moves,
why were they announced on the last
day of school, rather than on June 11,
when teachers are handed their as-
signments for next year?” she asked.

“I cannot see the reason for pulling
a great veteran teacher from the third
graders,” said Pat Krema, an Ever-
green parent and past president of
the Parent-Teacher Association. “Be-
ing in the building, these are ener-
getic, creative teachers. It bothers
me greatly that another building is
going to benefit.”

Dr. Choye explained that Mrs.
Pucci asked for a lower grade and the
board is merely “honoring her re-
quest.” The superintendent said Mrs.
Pucci will provide a “building block”

for second graders and will be able to
prepare children for higher grades.

Dr. Choye said Ms. Cicalese told
her she would like to go back to
Coles School, where she spent 12
years. Dr. Choye stated Mrs.
Hutchinson “expressed unhappiness
in her room at Evergreen because the
windows don’t open.”

The superintendent mentioned that
the new wing of Terrill Middle School
will provide her with an air-condi-
tioned room, and “the camaraderie
with the other fifth-grade teachers
will be good.”
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Horace R. Corbin for The Times
BOROUGH JAZZ BLUES…Alvin Madison of Moblues entertains the crowd in
Fanwood at the street fair with Memphis Blues tunes..

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

“Uncle”

Dave

Williams

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Hours
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm • Wed-Thu 9am-7pm
Fri 9am-6pm • July 4th 9am-2pm 

Hours
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm • Wed-Thu 9am-7pm
Fri 9am-6pm • July 4th 9am-2pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

In Celebration of our Rights and Freedoms we 
are having an incredible sale Thursday July 1st-
Wedensday July 7th. 

Fill those voids in the landscape by taking 
advantage of this incredible sale.  Purchase any 
Tree or Shrub or Hanging Basket from our large 
selection at 25% Off the marked Retail Price. 

Hurry though, our father comes back from 
vacation on the 8th, and he gets angry at us 
when we run these large sales. 

There will also be several un-advertised specials 
only for our best buds members.

In Celebration of our Rights and Freedoms we 
are having an incredible sale Thursday July 1st-
Wedensday July 7th. 

Fill those voids in the landscape by taking 
advantage of this incredible sale.  Purchase any 
Tree or Shrub or Hanging Basket from our large 
selection at 25% Off the marked Retail Price. 

Hurry though, our father comes back from 
vacation on the 8th, and he gets angry at us 
when we run these large sales. 

There will also be several un-advertised specials 
only for our best buds members.

I Declare...

25% Off
Any Tree,
Shrub or

Hanging Basket

25% Off
Any Tree,
Shrub or

Hanging Basket

...Your Freedom
to Save $$$

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Summer Fun

Fuller, there are no plans for M&E to
move garbage in Union Country.

Mr. Daley said the county negoti-
ated with the Port Authority, and port
traffic will go out its regular south
and west lines. Port traffic will be
shipped on the Lehigh Valley and
Chemical Coast lines, neither affect-
ing Union County. Mr. Daley said
freight from the Port Authority “will
travel by truck and barge, but not on
these lines.”

Mr. Slote said he is wary of the
responses of M&E, noting, “We have
been lied to left and right, and there’s
no reason to believe them. To put it
bluntly, if the Rahway Valley rail
didn’t exist, nobody would propose
to run it as is now.”

Mr. Daley explained that in 1992,
transportation was stopped on the
lines and they were sold to the NJDOT
in 1994 for the purpose of preserving
them for rail transportation. CSX
and Norfolk Southern wanted to use
the Staten Island lines to ship to big
business. The county wanted to keep
control of the lines and “be true to the
reasons why the state bought the
lines, which was to service the busi-
nesses in Union County,” Mr. Daley
said.

Union County then leased the lines
from New Jersey and contracted
M&E as its operator. Because the
shipping of freight is a matter of
interstate commerce, the county has
limited say on what is shipped; how-
ever, in its agreement with M&E, the
rail line can only ship materials gen-
erated in Union County or bound for
Union County.

Mr. Daley said there wouldn’t be
any unwanted materials (waste)
shipped because “there are no facili-
ties that service that. No one along
the line does that type of work.”

Mr. Fuller could not specify what
is shipped on the rail, but he said that
it is mostly construction debris.

“We are common carriers. By law,
we must move whatever the busi-
nesses are contracted to ship and
receive,” Mr. Fuller said. “But gar-
bage is not in our plan.”

Mr. Fuller said it is possible to
hook up with the Erie Lackawanna,
and said M&E already has the capa-
bility to connect with the line using
the Raritan Valley service.

“But, NJ Transit operates com-
muter trains under electric wires,”
Mr. Fuller said. “Freight trains sim-
ply won’t fit. Any ideas of double
stacking will not be viable.”

“Plus,” Mr. Daley said when asked
about the possibility, “it would be such
a circuitous route. It would be so con-
voluted. Physically, yes it’s possible,
but it’s completely not practical.”

Mr. Slote said when the line was
abandoned, “it was such a problem
the police needed to patrol the traffic
on Route 22. M&E’s proposals are
ridiculous.”

There are 26 grade crossings
(where cars and trains are on the
same level) in Union County cover-
ing both the Rahway Valley and
Staten Island lines. Mr. Slote said,
“There’s no question it’ll create tre-
mendous problems. You are cutting
off Meisel and Mountain Avenue
when a train approaches. These are
heavily traveled arteries.”

Of the concerns that trains will
cause traffic congestion Mr. Fuller
said: “I won’t pretend that people can
avoid being inconvenienced. But we
will try to keep this at a low threshold.
We will not have any great impact.”

Mr. Fuller said he is aware of the
grade crossings on Route 22 and 28,
“but we’re talking about small trains
running very infrequently. I’m not
particularly concerned.”

Mr. Fuller also said that fire offi-
cials in Springfield are aware of the
line crossing by the new Springfield
fire station on Mountain Avenue.

“In Springfield, fire officials are

aware,” said Mr. Fuller. “They lease
on our land. We work very well to-
gether. We have drills working with
emergency squads. We are an active
arm of the community.”

Mr. Daley said that when the rail-
road was reestablished, a state diag-
nostic team evaluated grade cross-
ings and specified what signals and
gates are necessary at each crossing.
The county’s deal with M&E pro-
vides for 15 cars traveling at 25 mph.
All trains are radio-equipped in or-
der to notify fire and emergency sta-
tions when a train might interfere
with a municipality’s ability to re-
spond to a call.

“They’ll have the ability to cross
any intersection in a minute. There
won’t be interference with traffic
flow. It’ll be equivalent to a traffic
light,” Mr. Daley said.

Union County’s contract with
M&E calls for three trains per week
for the first three years and increases
to five trains per week after three
years.

“It’s costing them $7.5 million
just to refurbish the Rahway Valley
line,” Mr. Slote said. “Never mind
the millions it took to acquire it from
the state. How does three trains a
week justify that expenditure? It’s
obvious they have bigger and better
things planned. If there’s more traf-
fic, they’ll get it on there.”

Mr. Fuller said that it is “a fact of
life” that as population increases, the
amount of trains increases. Mr. Fuller
said he and his company would do
their part to avoid disturbing resi-
dences along the line.

“No, we don’t keep people up at
night,” Mr. Fuller said. “I live in
Plainfield. I want to be a good neigh-
bor.”

One concern of the Stop the Train
group is that there will be increased
pollution, not from trains, but by cars
sitting waiting to cross.

Mr. Fuller said the rail industry is
a mostly seamless operation that is
only mentioned when an unfortunate
derailment or injury occurs.

“We are regulated by the federal
government,” Mr. Fuller said. “We
are the most environmentally sound
industry around.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garbage Will Not Be Moved
Across County, Says Railway

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, JUNE 18
• The Jade Isle restaurant was bur-

glarized sometime between 1 and 11
a.m. on Friday. The manager discov-
ered the break-in when he arrived for
work. Entry was gained through the
front door. Money was removed from
the restaurant’s cash registers.

• Two people were arrested inside the
parking lot of Snuffy’s restaurant.
Elisabete De Sousa Amos, 36, of Queens,
NY was arrested while sitting inside a
parked vehicle. She was in possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana. Bryant
Lopez, 24, also of Queens, NY was
arrested and charged with possession of
CDS (cocaine).

The Scotch Plains Police were on foot
patrol inside Snuffy’s parking lot when
they observed the two occupants of the
vehicle engaging in the use of CDS.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Board

TV-34 Schedule
The June 22 Commencement

exercises for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of
2004 will air in its entirety on
Scotch Plains Channel 34
throughout the month of June
and July on the following sched-
ule: Monday – Midnight, 11 a.m.,
5 p.m. and 9 p.m.; Tuesday – 7
a.m., 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.; Wednes-
day – Midnight, 1 p.m. and 5
p.m.; Thursday – 7 a.m. and 3
p.m.; Friday – Midnight, 1p.m.
and 5 p.m.; Saturday – Mid-
night, 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.; Sunday
– 7 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.

hosts an eight-week summer pro-
gram for children featuring arts and
crafts, sports and games.

Union County kicked off the Sum-
mer Arts Festival in Echo Lake Park
on June 30. Outdoor concerts are
held every Wednesday evening at
7:30 until August 25. Admission is
free, and in case of inclement weather,
the rain site will be Cranford High
School. For a listing of the perfor-
mances, see the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org.

Union County will also host “Kids
Kingdom,” which will provide ac-
tivities such as face painting, arts and
crafts, pony rides, hay rides, a pet-
ting zoo and demonstrations. The
events will be held from 12-6 pm on
the following dates: July 11 at
Warinanco Park, August 8 at the loop
area in Watchung Reservation, Sep-
tember 18 at Nomahegan Park.

The county will sponsor a family
program at Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center in Watchung Reserva-
tion on Tuesday, August 10 from 7-8
pm. “Nighttime Munchies” is open
to families with children age six and
older. Participants will take a night-
time hike and sample berries as they
learn about mammals eating berries
in nature. The registration cost is $5
for Union County residents and $6
for non-residents. Anyone interested
may contact Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center at (908) 789-3670.

Erin Quale of S. Plains
Named to Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College

of Arts and Sciences at Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y. has
placed Scotch Plains resident Erin
Quale on the spring 2004 semester
Dean’s List. She is a senior majoring
in mathematics and psychology.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown Westfield Offers
Variety, Hometown Atmosphere
a lot of young families are always
out enjoying the town. It’s so re-
freshing,” said United Fund Execu-
tive Director Linda Maggio. “I love
that community feeling; it really
makes you smile.”

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), the governing body
for the town’s Special Improvement
District (SID), has worked to im-
prove and promote Downtown
Westfield and its businesses since
its formation in 1996.

Maintaining a sense of atmosphere
downtown has been a major goal of
the organization. Through beautifi-
cation projects and a variety of com-
munity events, the DWC and other
organizations have sought to
strengthen the sense of community
and add a new dimension to the
downtown space.

Efforts to improve the town have
not gone unnoticed – residents, shop-
pers and business owners often cite
Westfield’s atmosphere as one of its
greatest charms. Said Westfield resi-
dent and Juxtapose Gallery owner
Gerri Gildea, “The ambiance down-
town has changed – the streetscape
is pretty and well-done, and the
town has done a great job with things
like jazz festivals. People enjoy com-
ing out for those kinds of events.”

Apart from aesthetics, the char-
acter of the businesses that line
Downtown Westfield streets has
changed in recent years. Many cite
the arrival of the Gap in 1991 as a
catalyst for a new wave of retailers.
Since that time, Westfield has at-
tracted chain stores like Express,
Ann Taylor, KayBee Toys, The
Bombay Company, Victoria’s Se-
cret and Coach.

With this surge in national and
regional chains, independent stores
face the challenges of satisfying
longtime Westfield shoppers and
presenting themselves to new down-
town visitors.

“We went with the changes. Our
business tried to evolve with the
town and appeal to both old custom-
ers and new people,” Ms. Gildea
said. “We didn’t get old; we still get
excited about what we’re doing.”

Joe Spector, vice chairman of the
DWC and owner of The Leader
Store, pointed out that even though
some people think that the latest
wave of chain retailers indicates a
drastic shift in the character of
Downtown Westfield, the town has
always had great commercial draw.

“I think that many people have a
mistaken predisposed ‘Norman
Rockwell painting’ idea about
Westfield. The town does have some
of that and has always had some of
that, but even back in the 1930s and
1940s, Westfield had national and
regional chains,” he said.

He recalled that the most valu-
able retail space in town was once in
locations that were nearest to stores
like Woolworth’s and the Singer
Sewing Center.

“The nature of business has
changed here, but it changed 30
years ago, not five,” he said. In a
shift that he said reflects both re-
gional and national changes, inde-
pendent stores are becoming “the
anachronism, not the rule.”

Chains account for 47.31 percent
of downtown retail space (by occu-
pied square feet), franchises occupy
10.06 percent and independent
stores fill 42.63 percent, according
to Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC.

Many store owners and consum-
ers agree that downtown businesses
strike a favorable balance in their
vast variety.

“I think that this town has devel-
oped a lot in several directions – we
have specialty stores, bigger name
stores and restaurants that all cater
to different clientele,” said Anthol-
ogy owner Melissa Defalco, who
opened her women’s clothing and
accessories store five years ago.
“There’s enough blend going on
here so there’s something for ev-
eryone.”

Ms. Gildea speculated that the
changing character of downtown re-
tailers has caused some shifts in the
demographics of downtown shop-
pers. “I think that there are more
out-of-towners coming in over the
weekend, especially on Sundays,”
she said. “They may come here for
the bigger stores, but sharp market-
ing on the part of small business
owners attracts them to all the other
businesses in town.”

Ms. Cronin echoed that sentiment;
she said that some shoppers might
travel to Westfield for a specific
store destination (she mentioned that
Trader Joe’s and Lord & Taylor have
large drawing power), but once they
arrive in the heart of the town,
“they’ll find themselves making a
day of it.”

One concern that had risen among
some Westfielders was that chain
stores would move to downtown
Westfield but would not attempt to
integrate themselves into the down-
town community. However, most
have found the chains eager to par-
ticipate in special events.

“People tell me that they think
that chains won’t get involved with
the community, but I can’t say that.
I have seen the chain stores in
Westfield become very involved,”
Ms. Cronin said.

She cited annual sidewalk sales
as an example. “People had been
afraid to ask chain stores to partici-
pate,” she said, “but now they’ve
become a tremendous part of the
event.”

Ms. Racine said, “We know that
it’s really important to have a con-
nection to the people in this com-
munity. Even though we’re a big
chain store, we have personal ties to
the area – they are our employees
and our customers and we want to
show that we care.”

To that end, the Gap has partici-
pated in the Spring Fling and
FestiFall (one year the store put
together a fashion show) and annu-
ally displays Westfield student art-
work during the town’s Art Month.

Ms. Racine also explained a newer
initiative, a BabyGap local events
program under which acts like pup-
pet shows and musicians provide
entertainment for children and their
parents in GapKids. Just before
Mother’s Day, employees set up an
art event in which shoppers could
either bring or buy a T-shirt and put
handprints or footprints on it with
paint.

“It was such a huge success,” she
said. “It was so great to watch moms
and their kids making these shirts
together and having fun.”

Smith & Hawkin, a 2002 addition
to Elm Street, has enriched the
Westfield community greatly, said
Ms. Cronin. The company donated
two benches to the Elm Street brick
courtyard and has expressed its de-
sire to stay in touch with the
Westfield community.

“If you’re going to be in a town
like this, you have to get involved,”
said Michael Gluckman, store man-
ager of Smith & Hawken. “I’d say
that about 80 percent of our busi-
ness comes from Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. We think it’s
important to be a part of the com-
munity.”

At 2003’s 5K Run, Ms. Cronin
said that the generosity of both in-
dependent and chain stores gave
event organizers “almost too much.”

Mr. Spector said, “[Chain stores]
have moved here for all the right
reasons – the demographics, the
town facades…They upgrade and
uplift aging properties, and they
deserve credit for a lot of beautifi-
cation. They’re part of the commu-
nity – they’re our neighbors, friends
and family.”

Noting the eclectic mix of busi-
ness establishments in Downtown
Westfield, Mr. Spector said that the
lack of an official governing plan
for the town means that the land-
lords of individual downtown spaces
can decide who moves into the town
center. “We’re different from a mall,”
he said. “Mall owners can discrimi-
nate as to what percentage of the
space will be used for restaurants or
retail and the kinds of businesses.
We’re a town center, so we have a
free market.”

“Everything changes. If you at-
tempt to plan for your change, you’ll
hopefully get something close to
what you envisioned. In Downtown
Westfield, there is a common vision
to negotiate, coordinate and com-
promise – that’s what community is
about,” he said.

Independents and chains alike say
that the general success of Westfield
businesses and the ever-improving
aesthetics of the town make the shop-
ping district more exciting, and the
constant flow of both auto and pe-
destrian traffic suggests a thriving,
dynamic community.

“Downtown is more than a place
to shop and dine – it’s a social
place,” said Ms. Cronin.

“I like the Mom & Pop store feel-
ing, the sense that ‘nobody can do it
like Westfielders can,’” said Ms.
Maggio. “But at the same time, you
can find just about anything you
want here. It’s a vibrant climate, a
place that people want to be.”

Ms. Defalco said, “We have a lot
of shops here, but there are a lot of
people too. Offering more of a vari-
ety helps everyone.”

Just as Westfield’s thriving down-
town center constantly moves for-
ward, surrounding areas and towns
are improving themselves in many
ways. In the coming weeks, this
series will examine those other com-
mercial and business centers.

tion by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education to place a new
illuminated sign at Park Middle
School. Board members questioned
whether the proposed sign’s loca-
tion was proper and whether its
support base would be consistent
with the style of the school build-
ing.

The school board was asked to
submit an amended proposal at the
board’s July meeting. The board
did approve the school board’s ap-
plication to place a new sign at
Coles Elementary School.
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SP-F Board of Education
Nixes Teacher Transfers

David B. Corbin for The Times
IT’S FUN TIME…Strollers find much to do and much to eat at the Fanwood
Street Fair last Saturday.

Dr. Choye’s comments raised con-
cerns among the affected teachers,
who returned to the microphone to
clarify their positions.

“I had a discussion about two years
ago about liking to seek change,”
Mrs. Pucci said. “In the two years
that elapsed, I never had that conver-
sation (again).”

“I came here nine years ago from
Coles,” said Ms. Cicalese. “I think
change should be embraced. I loved
coming to Evergreen. It’s been a
wonderful change. But this is an
involuntary transfer and a reassign-
ment.

“I’d be happy to go back to Coles,
but I’d like to stay at Evergreen. Most
importantly, I’d like to ensure the
safety of Evergreen children. Every
day, it seems that the safety of our
children is not a primary concern.”

“Yes, I was disappointed in the
Evergreen environment, but I never
complained about my room’s condi-
tion,” Mrs. Hutchinson said. “Any-
way, I do have windows that work.
That’s a weak excuse. Where does
that help the students?”

Dr. Choye later dismissed the idea
that new principal Colleen Haubert
may not be ready to make an in-
formed decision about the teachers.

“A new staff means fresh ideas,”
Dr. Choye said. “I have no concerns
about bringing in new people along
with a new principal. They will band
together and it will be a fresh start.”

“It’s always a traumatic experi-
ence when teachers get reassigned,”
Mr. Saridaki said. “Parents always
talk about their personal experiences

with the teachers. I’ve done the same
thing myself. But the staff that is
coming in is a good one.

“Unfortunately, people are not see-
ing the entire picture. There is a
reason for this. Things tend to bal-
ance out,” he remarked.

Mr. Saridaki went on to say he
thought the public discussion was
“not a proper forum” to discuss the
possible changes.

Many parents of Evergreen stu-
dents doubted whether the changes
needed to be made and wondered
how the proposed changes would
affect the quality of education at the
school.

Many thought the changes were
abrupt, considering that former prin-
cipal Randi De Brito was replaced
by Mrs. Haubert after her second
year.

“You don’t have the children in
sight if you vote ‘yes’ for this (teacher
transferring) because there is no valid
reason for this,” one parent said.
“This scares me for the upcoming
years.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved all out-of-district summer
placements. The approved Summer
2004 Extended Placements totaled
$398,046.88. The board also ap-
proved nine classified students to
attend the district’s Creative Sum-
mer Workshop during the 2004 sum-
mer, at a total cost of $2,182.

A motion to adopt new textbooks
for use in the beginning of the 2004-
2005 school year also passed.

The board additionally passed a
motion to contract with the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission to administer the district’s
Nonpublic School Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act-B Initia-
tive (IDEA-B) funds.

Also, the school board moved to
authorize the submission of an appli-
cation for the IDEA-B Basic and
Preschool Initiative for fiscal year
2005.

“Everyone has the right to be edu-
cated,” board member Lance Porter
said.

The board also gave its nod for
high school Air Force JROTC mem-
bers to attend the Job Corps Acad-
emy at Camp Kilmer in Edison for
the Summer Leadership School 2004
from July 6 to 16.


