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Wherever We Are in Life, We Should
Always Feel Privileged to Praise God

By PASTOR KEVIN BRENNAN

Summer is officially here! The
days are getting longer and warmer,
and people are anticipating what they
might do to get away from it all.
Someone recently asked me what
my plans were, and I told them I
really didn’t know. But I already
have a special week planned for Au-
gust 8-14, 2005.

I won’t be going far, only eight
miles or so, but those eight miles will
take me into another world. A few
months ago, I read in the newspaper
that the 2005 PGA Championship
will be played at Baltusrol Country
Club in Springfield. The article also
said they were looking for volun-
teers to help run the event, including
jobs that would get you close to the
action.

I started to think, “Maybe I could
volunteer. I could hold up one of the
signs with the players’ scores on it, or
perhaps be one of the people who
raise their hands commanding a sea
of humanity to be still.” I contacted
the PGA right away and received my
application in the mail.

They asked you to list the jobs you
preferred. I put at the top of the list
what I was really hoping to do: help
transport the players back and forth
to the course. I discovered I would
have to pay $162 for the privilege of

volunteering. That covers the cost of
a uniform they will supply me with,
and the all-access pass which allows
me to be present for the entire tour-
nament, even though I am only re-
quired to volunteer for 16 hours.

I will get to watch the best in the
game compete against each other on
one of the greatest courses in the
country. It will be well worth it.

But I will need to realize that all I
can do is watch and walk away. The
privilege of actually playing in a golf
major is only available to a select
few. I know the week will end, and I
will walk away, while the players
move on to the next gorgeous course
and spectacular event. And if I ever
do get to drive Fred Couples to the
course, as he leaves the car, I’m sure
I will think to myself, “Does he have
any idea?”

Is it possible to be engaged in
something so great for so long that
the grandest, most glorious of expe-
riences can become mundane and
routine? Sometimes, we need some-
one on the outside looking in to
remind us of our privileges.

Psalms 120-134 are called the
Psalms of Ascent. These 15 Psalms
were the songs of the Jewish pil-
grims on their annual visits to the
temple in Jerusalem. Psalm 134 is
the final Psalm. You can picture it
being sung on the last day, the day
everyone packs up to go back to their
homes.

It’s a song of the outsider, the
pilgrim who cannot stay, but must go
home. He addresses his words to the
“servants of the Lord” who have the
privilege of actually living in the
temple. He looks their way, and in a
sense says to himself, “Do they have
any idea?”

Here are his exact words, “Behold,
bless the Lord, all servants of the
Lord, who serve by night in the house
of the Lord!” To offer God praise and
thanks is a privilege. Sometimes, we
need someone to remind us that no
matter where you find yourself, or
what you are going through, it is
always a privilege to praise God.

I also want to say it has been my
privilege to serve as the President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium for the past two years,
and I am thrilled to introduce the
Pastor of St. Bartholomew’s, Father
Don Hummel, as our new incoming
President.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Brennan is Pastor of the

Evangel Church, located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

CONFIRMATION CLASS 5764…On Shabbat morning, May 22, 40 tenth
graders were confirmed at Temple Emanu-El of Westfield. Pictured, left to
right, are: First row, Lindsay Kleiman, Julianne Hodges, Tamara Ruben,
Reform Jewish Educator; Cantor Martha Novick, Rabbi Doug Sagal, Rabbi
Jennifer Clayman, Barry Merer, Katlin Swadosh and Hali Alpert; Second row,
Madeline Wasser, Diana Goodman, Rachel Barrett, Rachel Fallig, Caroline
Luppescu, Miriam Becker-Cohen, Amanda Gross, Samantha Zucker, Alissa
Eisenberg, Lindsay Elbaum and Rachel Tucker; third row, Jonathan Chananie,
Stacey Perlman, Michelle Manket, Matthew Kamel, Jonathan Maimon, David
Ackerman, Matthew Liebowitz, Mariel Rosen, Rachel Mack and Danny
Schwartz; fourth row, Joel Strauss, Andrew Ratner, Matthew Early, Allen
Yanow, Jason Salomon, Jeffrey Thomashow, Andrew Wong, Jonathan Katz
and David Shottland, and fifth row, Joshua Fishman, Barry Shapiro, Daniel
Ingram, Jeremy Wolf, Zachary Rowen, and Neal Nemiroff. The students
attended the temple’s religious school, under the direction of Ms. Ruben.

Labyrinth Walks to Continue
At Church Beginning July 4

TREE TRIPS:
Lawnmowers - trees’ worst enemies

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

Your power mower
may be your lawn’s best friend
but it is one of your trees’
worst enemies. Actually, it is
the careless, casual habits of
lawnmower users that are dan-
gerous to the trees. Ranking
just behind the power mowers
are the nylon-line weed trim-
mers. Thoughtless use of these
“weed whackers” is harmful to
all trees. Both of these yard
tools can damge tree bark to
the dangers of girdling, caus-
ing the trees to die.

People wonder why
many beautiful trees fall to
flower. To their untrained eyes
there are no apparent causes.
Close examinations by tree
health professionals, however,
reveal scar tissue at the bases
of the trees. The homeowners
may have killed their own by
heedless abuse of tree trunks
and surface roots.

When considering so-
lutions it is helpful to realize
that grass should not be al-
lowed to grow close to the
bases of small trees. There are
obvious dangers of machine
mowing near trunks and roots. PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Additionally, the proximity of
lawn growth near trees takes
away needed nutrients be-
cause grasses are voracious
eaters. The soil is further de-
pleted by these little plants
because of the energy required
to recover from repeated cut-
ting.

To ease the problem,
build collars around the bases
of the trees. Remove all
ground covers, put in some
edgings and mulch the collar
area with wood chips, pipe
bark or the like. Using an or-
ganic mulch will supply nu-
trition to the trees as it breaks
down in the decay process.

The mulch, however,
should never be piled up
against the trees’trunks. Field
mice often nest in mulched
areas and might chew off the
bark for food. Mulch material
can simply be kept just a small
distance away from the trunks
and roots, especially with
thinly-barked trees.

If you prefer green-
ery around the bases of your
trees, prepare a collar just as
you would for mulch but plant

a ground cover like pachysan-
dra or myrtle.

When planting new
trees, the hole areas should
form the sizes of the planting
collars. Until you do build col-
lars around your new and
young trees, keep lawn mow-
ers and weed trimmers away.
Use hand shears. When kneel-
ing down to cut away stray
grass with manual clippers,
you may then see the battle
scars inflicted by earlier uses
of power mowers and “weed
whackers”.

Cut your lawns regu-
larly, but never your trees!

Grass grows back
quickly, but tree damage can
be fatal!

Schmiede
Tree Expert Company
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Brunner Daisies Share Day
Of Bridging to Brownies

SCOTCH PLAINS — On June 2,
Troops No. 417 and 889 from Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
“bridged” from Daisies to Brownies
Level One during a ceremony in
Brunner’s Children’s Garden.

The four Co-Leaders from the two
troops, Rose Hubbard and Christine
Mills from No. 889 and Eileen
DiGiacomo and Phyllis Mirabella
from No. 417, decided that having
the sister troops bridge together
would make the day all the more
special.

The ceremony was attended by
family and friends, and Brunner Prin-
cipal Jodi Frank. During the pro-

gram, the girls were called up one by
one, presented with a Daisy Ending
Certificate, walked over a small
wooden bridge, and then were given
a Brownie Bridging Certificate, Star
Membership pin, Brownie pin and a
homemade baked brownie.

As Girl Scout Daisies, both troops
fulfilled all the requirements needed
to get to the next level of Girl Scouts
– Brownies Level One. Over the past
year, troop members earned their
Promise Center and all 10 of their
Daisy Petals. Each petal represents a
part of the Girl Scout Promise. In
addition, both troops had fun work-
ing on community service projects.

OVER THE ‘BRIDGE’…Members of Troops No. 417 and 889 from Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains celebrate having recently “bridged” from
Daisies to Brownies Level One. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Michelle Marvosa, Jessica Ferrara, Micayla Mirabella, Natalie Zimmermann,
Mary Hubbard, Bella Velez, Samantha Gorman and Kavvya Krishna Kumar,
and back row, Nikola Segulin, Alyssa Cordero, Bethany Mills, Grace Lesce,
Sierra Lesiak, Lainie Kosciolek, Samiksha “Sammy” Vittalraj, Julia DiGiacomo
and Cara Provenzano.

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, July 4. All are invited to attend.

Individuals are invited to walk
the Labyrinth anytime between 1
and 4 p.m., but are asked to begin
their walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent
walks will be held on the first Sun-
day of every month, unless other-
wise specified.

All walks will take place in Bates
Hall at the First Presbyterian

Church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue.

Walking the Labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer and
meditation. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after
the 13th-century Labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France.

In Medieval times, walking the
Labyrinth symbolized the Christian
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for those
who could not personally make the
journey. For more information,
please call (908) 276-8440.

Calvary Lutheran
Offers Mid-Week
Summer Services

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will of-
fer an informal summer worship ser-
vice on Wednesdays in July from
7:30 to 8:15 p.m. All are welcome.

The informal service of Holy Com-
munion with simple music will in-
clude scripture lessons and a medita-
tion, but not a full sermon. It is
designed to meet the needs of those
whose weekend activities take them
away from church on Sunday morn-
ing.

Worshipers are invited to dress
casually and comfortably, and the
church’s sanctuary is air-conditioned.

Calvary’s summer schedule, which
is now underway and will continue
through Labor Day, also includes
weekly Sunday worship at 9:30 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated each
Sunday.

For further information or direc-
tions to Calvary, please call the
church office at (908) 276-2418.

The Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, serv-
ing the Cranford-Westfield area and
surrounding communities for 75
years.

A
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• Disability Insurance
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• Employee Benefits
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benefitsnj.com
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Willow Grove to Present
‘Encounters With Jesus’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
has announced a new “Work in the
Word” Bible Study program entitled
“Life-Transforming Encounters With
Jesus.”

Participants will be invited to learn
exactly who “His kind of people”
were, through the study of “real folks”
from the Bible whose lives were im-
pacted by their encounters with Jesus.

Each week’s program will be self-
contained, so individuals may attend
as many studies as they like. They
will take place in Alexander Hall on
Wednesdays, from 7 to 9 p.m., and
on Thursdays, from 10 to 11:45 a.m.

The Wednesday and Thursday ses-
sions will have identical content,
although discussions will vary de-
pending on the specific interests and
comments of those in attendance.

The summer “Work in the Word”
will continue weekly from July 7 and
8 through August 25 and 26. Materi-
als will be available for everyone.
During the first study, on July 7 and
8, participants will explore “The
Seeker Who Wound Up Being

Found,” from Luke 19:1-10. Every-
one is invited, and light refreshments
will be served.

Babysitting will be available in
the Children’s Ark. Individuals are
asked to let the church know if they
will need childcare and the ages of
the children they will bring so that
appropriate activities can be planned.

Anyone interested in attending
these studies or in more information
is asked to call the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church at (908) 232-
5678, Monday through Friday, from
9 a.m. to noon, send an e-mail to
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc on the
Internet.

Air Conditioning Units Needed
For Youngsters With Cancer

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, a sup-
port organization located in Scotch
Plains for children with cancer, is in
need of 10 new window air condi-
tioning units for youngsters who suf-
fer from cancer.

The summer months are very dif-
ficult for these children, since the
medications they must take for their
illness create problems as they cope

with the heat during this time of year.
Air conditioning is needed for their
comfort.

Some of the children’s other needs
include videos, new summer clothing,
diapers, crib bed sheets, three-drawer
plastic organizers and a portable DVD
player for a child in the hospital. Any-
one interested in helping these chil-
dren is asked to call Monica at (908)
322-4323, extension no. 17.

S.I. Newhouse School
At Syracuse University
Announces Dean’s List

AREA – The S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications at Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y. has named
the local students placed on the Dean’s
List for the spring 2004 semester.

Westfield residents include
Kathryn Bartholomew, Matthew
Chazanow and Martta McGlynn.
Kathryn is a senior majoring in news-
paper journalism. Matthew is a
sophomore concentrating in broad-
cast journalism. Martta is a junior
majoring in television, radio and film.

Scotch Plains residents include
Nicole Palmieri and Timothy Ryan.
Nicole is a senior majoring in maga-
zine journalism. Timothy is a junior
majoring in broadcast journalism.

Mountainside resident Steven
Brown, a sophomore majoring in
magazine journalism, was also
named to the list.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


