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Do You Have To
Go To Court?

Town Clerk To Speak At
Historical Soc. Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Westfield Town
Clerk Bernard Heeney will be the
guest speaker at the first Wednesday
luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society at noon,
Wednesday, July 7 at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, 560
Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Mr. Heeney will talk about
some of his personal back-
ground as well as the history
of the Town Clerk’s office
and of the many records and
documents that the Town Clerk has
been responsible for over the years.
The issuing of all licenses, tabulating
all the votes on election night, receiv-
ing all the mail for the town hall,
keeping and maintaining all the reso-
lutions and ordinances passed by the
Town Council and advertising all the
new ordinances are just a few of the
responsibilities of the Town Clerk.

Mr. Heeney is also the only non-
elected official to sit on the dais in

the Town Council meetings. He sits
in front of the mayor and council as
he records the proceedings and asks

the residents for their names
and addresses as they ap-
proach the mayor and coun-
cil to ask a question or make
a statement.

A resident of Bayonne,
Mr. Heeney was the Per-
sonnel Officer in that city
from 1971 to 1979. In 1979,
he came to Westfield where
he served as Assistant Town

Administrator until 1999. Certified
as a Registered Municipal Clerk, New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs, he became the Town Clerk
of Westfield in November 1999.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by a phone com-
mittee of the Society to verify their
reservations. Space permitting, oth-
ers may attend the luncheon by call-
ing (908) 233-2930 by noon, Mon-
day, July 5.

Bernard Heeney

Westfield Farmers’ Market
Offers Jersey Fresh Produce
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Farmers’ Market opens today, July 1,
offering “Jersey Fresh” produce ev-
ery Thursday from 2 to 7 p.m. Local

New Jersey farmers and gourmet food
purveyors bring their products each
week to the east end of the South
Avenue Train Station.

Sponsored by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, the market
is a highlight of the summer season
in downtown Westfield. The cham-
ber is pleased to announce the addi-
tion of two local merchants to the
Farmers’ Market. Town and Country
Fine Wine & Spirits Marketplace
will offer a selection of gourmet
cheeses, snacks and European style
bread. Parker Greenhouse Farm and
Garden Center has also joined the
market to supply seasonal plantings
that will brighten the garden through-
out the summer and fall.

As in years past, the Westfield
Farmers’ Market will include three
Jersey farmers offering seasonal
fruits and vegetables. In July, ex-
pect to find early fruits such as
blueberries and raspberries, as well
as many varieties of zucchini, let-
tuce, beets, carrots and potatoes. As
the summer progresses, additional
fruits and vegetables will be added
to the selection, including fresh Jer-
sey corn, tomatoes, followed soon
after with fall favorites - apples,
pumpkins and squash.

The Farmers’ Market is a combi-
nation of town and country, afford-
ing regional farmers an opportunity
to sell their products, and offering
local residents the availability of fresh
“just picked” produce. The New Jer-
sey Department of Agriculture fully
endorses the local “Jersey Fresh”
Farmers’ Market program.

For further information, please
call the Westfield Chamber at (908)
233-3021.

FW Receives $5,000
For Rec. Improvements

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced that Fanwood is
the recipient of a $5,000 Statewide
Livable Communities Grant to-
wards “improvements and renova-
tions to the LaGrande Park Tennis
Courts.”

Linda Caminiti, chair of the
Fanwood Recreation Commission,
stated, “these tennis courts are widely
used by Fanwood residents and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Tennis team and are an integral part
of our community and our parks.”

“These courts have not had any
significant resurfacing work or im-
provements in more than a decade
and we are pleased that we are able to
continue to bring improvements like
this to our parks,” she added.

In awarding this grant, Mayor Mahr
noted that the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has acknowl-
edged the importance of the
borough’s work in maintaining parks
and keeping up with the demand for
open space facilities.

Commissioner Bradley Campbell
went on to state, “I commend you for
your work and stewardship in meet-
ing the environmental challenges you
face on a local level.”

 Construction on the courts is sched-
uled to begin later this year following
the completion of the Recreation
Departments successful summer in-
struction Tennis Camp program.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS…Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 688
presented, from left to right: Scott Moore, Stacie Jeans, Karen McCourt and
Susan Carro (missing from photo: Brian Kopnicki) with scholarships.

Eighth Grade Graduation Should
Have Been Better Planned by School

On Thursday, June 17, Park Middle
School hosted the eighth grade recogni-
tion ceremony in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. The ceremony
started at 7:30 p.m.

I live a couple of blocks from the high
school and left my house at 7:05 know-
ing that it was going to be crowded but
also knowing that I would have plenty of
time to grab a seat for me and my hus-
band. We got to the high school at ap-
proximately 7:10 and were shocked to
see that people were actually lined in the
hallways and out the door.

I grabbed a program and asked the girl
where I can sit. I was shocked when she
told me that there were no seats left and
that I would have to stand in the hallway
because people were already crammed
inside and alongside the auditorium. I
told her that my son was graduating and
that was outrageous that they didn’t have
adequate seating for parents.

It must have been 100 degrees in there.
Not only was it a safety concern if there
was a fire or any other disaster, but the
thing that really got me upset was that my
son didn’t even know I was there because
he couldn’t see me because I was crammed
in the hallway with so many other people.
This is really preposterous.

First of all, we spend so much of our tax
dollars on schools and I can’t believe that
they can’t air condition at least the audi-
torium where they have many functions.

I contacted Dr. Choye and she told me
that the high school was the biggest
facility around to have the ceremony and
she was also shocked to see how many

people were there.
The eighth grade took up three-quar-

ters of the auditorium; therefore there
weren’t enough seats for the parents.
This is bull. People saved seats for oth-
ers that didn’t arrive until after the cer-
emony started, which is not fair.

I mentioned to Dr. Choye that they should
have given each child two tickets for the
parents, which I feel is fair. She said there
still wouldn’t have been enough room.

Come on now. Don’t they plan ahead
for these things? Why couldn’t they
have it outside if they predicted there
was going to be a problem? They have
the high school graduation outside.

What’s going to happen in the future
with the overcrowding of schools? The
school district really needs to solve these
problems and air condition the schools.

This isn’t a healthy environment for
our children. The eighth graders were so
flush. I’m surprised no one passed out
from the heat.

I will only have one eighth-grade rec-
ognition for my son and so will so many
other parents. Too bad it had to be ruined
by poor planning. It was a real disap-
pointment when it should have been a
happy occasion. The school district needs
to fix these problems.

Rita Strobel
Scotch Plains
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DID YOU KNOW . . .
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Lewis & Clark Exhibit
Open Through July 16

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library continues to host
a rare exhibit, The Literature of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, through
Friday, July 16.

Curated by Lewis & Clark College
in Portland, Oregon, this collection
of 65 unique items celebrates the
200th anniversary of the fascinating
journey of the Corps of Discovery.
This assemblage of maps, newspa-
per accounts, period artifacts and
rare books is sponsored locally by
the Friends of the Westfield Library,
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, the Union County Divison of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, the

Westfield Historical Society, the
Westfield Inn, and Gaile and Bud
Boothe.

The public is encouraged to take
advantage of the last two weeks of
this exhibit at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, 550 E. Broad Street,
during normal library hours.

Faltermayer Family Congratulates
Westfield Scholarship Recipient

My family and I would like to con-
gratulate Elizabeth Keating on receiving
this year’s Edmund K. Faltermayer Jour-
nalism Scholarship. Elizabeth, whose
passion for journalism developed in
grammar school, will be attending the
Medill School of Journalism at North-
western University next year.

My father, former Westfield resident
Edmund K. Faltermayer, practiced jour-
nalism for nearly 50 years, primarily as
a reporter for The Wall Street Journal
and as a writer and editor for Fortune
magazine. A fund in his name was estab-

lished shortly after his death in January
2003, from complications of Lou
Gehrig’s disease, with the goal of award-
ing a deserving Westfield High School
senior who plans to pursue journalism at
the college level a scholarship each year.
Thanks to overwhelming community
support, that goal was first realized last
June.

For more information about the fund,
please contact the Westfield Foundation
at (908) 233-9787.

Charlotte Faltermayer Dolling
Scotch Plains

More Letters to the Editor

Reader Says The Westfield Leader
Sometimes Does Tabloid Reporting

Shame, shame on you! Your shameful
article and editorial of June 3 insinuat-
ing our town council attempts to intimi-
date free speech, concerning the arrest
of an alleged scofflaw, are appalling
examples of poor reporting and flawed
vision of this newspaper and its pub-
lisher.

The case you made for Mr. Abate is a
poor one at best. Your comparisons of
Mr. Abate and our community as vic-
tims, or subjects of Nazi persecution, are
beyond the pale!

Mr. Abate, who is an attorney, has on
previous occasions grandstanded at coun-
cil meetings refusing to yield the floor
without the insistence of the mayor or
person running those meetings. He could
have been removed from the room for
such behavior.

He was arrested outside the meeting
for warrants (including those from other
communities) not related to his public
speaking. A lawyer knows better. Mr.

Abate’s own poor judgment did him in,
not the revenge of local authorities. The
duty of the police is to act within the law.
But I agree the arrest could have waited
for a more appropriate time and place.

Your failure to call or interview the
police chief or town administrator to
double check your story and editorial
was inexcusable. Subsequently, The Star
Ledger addressed Mr. Abate’s history
concerning issues with warrants, and the
facts are the facts.

We citizens should not fear speaking
up at council meetings. Unfortunately,
your newspaper fails our community by
not providing our citizens with the facts
needed so that honest and good people
can make fair decisions. Stop the biased
and sensational headlines/reporting. The
Westfield Leader is sometimes guilty of
tabloid-like reporting.

Tim Harrington
Madison

WF Rescue Squad
Offers Safety Tips

WESTFIELD – Be sure that your
house address is visible and can be
seen during the day and evening.
Keep a list of current medications
and allergies at home, at work and in
a wallet or purse. Learn basic first
aid, including cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) and the Heimlich
maneuver for choking victims. Teach
children how and when to dial 911.

For more information, call (908)
233-2500.

Classifieds are at
goleader.com

Campaign 2004, by Bruce Paterson for Freeholder

This Independence Day,
Declare the Power of Your Vote

As a candidate seeking to serve the
public next year as a Freeholder for
Union County, I closely follow the
meetings of the County Freeholders.
I also read the coverage provided by
The Westfield Leader and other news-
papers on the meetings.

I am dismayed by the dismissive
attitude of the present county repre-
sentatives. The nine Freeholders ap-
pear annoyed when members of the
public question their actions. If you
elect me, I won’t act that way.

Recently, I questioned several ex-
penditures made by the Board, in-
cluding the legitimacy of the Union
County Directions publication. I have
concerns that this publicly funded
newspaper mailed to all throughout
the county features the incumbent
politicians who are running for re-
election. In my mind, this is wrong
and is an abuse of your tax dollars.

It’s no coincidence that the incum-
bents publish the newspaper twice a
year — once in May before the pri-
mary election and once in October
before the general election.

The incumbent Freeholders didn’t
respond to my concern with fact or
explanation. Instead, several attacked
me personally. I don’t think this is
right either. They have a duty to you
to answer the question.

Do our current Freeholders really
think that questions from constitu-
ents are silly? This is not the attitude
you should encounter from those
spending your money.

In Westfield – and similarly in
Mountainside, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains — the average tax bill is
$10,000 per year. Twenty percent of
this, or $2,000 per year, is sent to the
county and spent by the Freeholders
on various programs. Many of these

programs are beneficial and neces-
sary. But when you elect me to serve
next year, I won’t be annoyed nor
will I think it’s silly if you ask ques-
tions about how your money is being
spent. I’ll work with you and with the
other members of the board for the
public good.

On this Independence Day, July
4th, don’t throw away the power of
your vote by believing that incum-
bents always get reelected through
their power from controlling your
money. Declare your independence.
Support us.

My name is Bruce Paterson. Please
give me your vote in November and
your support now during this cam-
paign.

Join me — and my running mates
for Freeholder – Joe Renna, Frank
Arena and Pat Quattrocchi. Support
Mike Panagos for Surrogate. You can
make a difference.

Please contact me any time by
calling (908) 654-1392 or by emailing
mrunioncounty@aol.com. On the
Internet, visit unioncountygop.org or
joerenna.com.

More Letters
on Page 15


