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A Son Writes: I am in my mid-
20s, and I am a potter and artist. I am
moderately financially successful,
and I enjoy my profession. I am
fairly well known in the art field, and
this reinforces my feelings of suc-
cess and pride.

However, these feelings are
dwarfed by my constant compari-
sons to my father’s achievements.
He is a very successful businessman
and earns a great deal of money; my
parents own two houses and a boat
and, in younger years, I recall the
entire family vacationing all over the
country.

My father says he is proud of me,
but I feel that I may have let him
down by not going to the “finest”
colleges and following in his foot-
steps. What would help me stop com-
paring myself to dad, since I always
come out in the short end of self-
evaluation?

Answer: Remember that you and
your dad are two separate individu-
als, each succeeding in different vo-
cations, which, hopefully, have given
you happiness and a feeling of ac-
complishment. He would probably
be as inadequate in your field as you
would in his. Your talent is innate,
and nobody else can duplicate it. The
items you create are extensions of
you, one of a kind.

Take pride in who you are and feel
the joys your accomplishments bring
you. And be proud for your father
and hopefully for the joy his success
brings him. Most of all remember
this saying: “You’ve got to do your
own growing, no matter how tall
your father is (or was)!”

An Adamant Mother Writes:
Don’t you feel that a mother pro-
vides the best emotional nurturance
for a child? My ex-husband and I are
always arguing about visitation —
How long will the children be at their
father’s home? Should he set rules re
eating, sleeping and other routines
similar to the  ones set up by me, their
mother, so that there is consistency
in the children’s lives? While at their
father’s, should he buy them any-
thing they want, because he has the
money and he wants to buy their
love?

Trying to convince my ex that I
know my children best is like talking
to a dead horse. How do I get my
points of view across to him?

Answer: Probably by changing
the tone and strong conviction in
your attitude. I feel that a healthy
parent provides the best emotional
nurturance for a child, whether it is

the mother or father. It would appear
to me that by now both of you, with
a mediator and/or legal counsel,
would have resolved issues of visita-
tions, which would include the length
of time spent with the father, the
structure of rules, expectations and
the everyday living arrangements.

Too often, parents argue, compete
or act out their unresolved issues
from the past. The entire family suf-
fers as a result. I do not know the
entire story, including alleged moti-
vations re: buying objects to receive
love, etc.

I strongly recommend that, in lieu
of (mutual) accusations and judgments
(whereby children get caught up in
power struggles resulting in depres-
sion, anger, self-doubts), you and your
husband must sit down with a profes-
sional and resolve the issues men-
tioned in your letter. This would in-
deed show me that you are providing
appropriate emotional nurturance for
the children. Good luck to all of you.

A Schoolteacher Writes: I am a
teacher in a local high school; I teach
English. I never thought I would
write to you. I am happy in my
career; I have many friends; I get
along well with family and parents,
and I am in love with “Gary” (dis-
guised name).

However, Gary does present a prob-
lem for me. He is the perfect mate in
that we are totally compatible, ex-
cept for his English (the irony of it
all). There are several expressions he
uses that make me cringe. He’ll say,
“Yous” instead of “you.” I should
have “went” or I should have “be-
came” aware, etc., etc.

I feel awkward and embarrassed
for him, and for me. Gary is strong
enough to take criticism, but I am
afraid he will feel inadequate, or he
will feel I think of him less if I point
this out. Would you?

Answer: If I were seriously in-
volved with someone who spoke poor
English, at times, I would want to
correct it and bring it to her attention
so that she would ultimately speak
appropriately and thereby present
herself well.

The important point is the way you
tell him. I would do it privately, qui-
etly, maybe holding the person’s hand.
I would not go into a long dissertation
about his speech patterns but would
focus on the (hopefully) few examples
you’ve given. I have to believe that he
will listen and work at correcting any
grammatical errors. Good luck; I hope
it works out, and if it doesn’t, it “ain’t”
my fault!

Parents Are Pushing Kids Too Hard
About College, Sports and Activities

As an NYU professor and a Westfield
parent, I find the recent WHS Guidance
Report evaluation to be very disturbing; and
I challenge the parents of Westfield to
examine critically the recommendations
offered to our community and to think
through what this report is telling us about
what we are demanding of our children and
of the people we want to advise and guide
them.

The most significant suggestion of the
report is “the need to bolster the college
experience” of our high school sophomores
and to move college-choice making and
planning from the junior year to the sopho-
more year. This suggestion appears to be
largely in response to parents’ desire for
earlier college planning, as determined by
the outside consultant.

It was parents, and not students, counse-
lors or administrators, who rated the guid-
ance department as less than “very good.”
The effect of the report’s suggestion would
be to begin talking to our fifteen year olds
about colleges, test scores, extracurricular
activities—and getting them started a year
earlier on their campaigns of self-market-
ing to get into their (or their parents’)
desired university.

Could it be that Westfield parents are
obsessed about getting their children into a
handful of prestigious (name-brand) col-
leges, rather than wanting their children to
get into the college that is best for them, as
individuals? Could it be the case that
Westfield parents want to begin even ear-
lier to spend their children’s time and their
own money to improve SAT scores; to
brand their children in order to impress
colleges; to get them to choose their athletic
teams, not to have fun or stay fit but to create
an attractive profile for college admissions?
Do Westfield parents really want their chil-
dren to perform community service and
obtain internships simply for the sake of the
college applications? Do we truly want to
increase the pressure and stress on our
young people and rob them of the end of
their childhoods?

The problem is that our children are
being processed, packaged and groomed
for college at younger and younger years;
and their very childhoods are being chipped
away by our (the parents’) ambitions and
social and class anxieties.

Many are growing up in Westfield with
the belief that getting into a “logo” univer-
sity should be the most important goal of
their young lives. Most important, they are
entering college as burnt out, jaded Machia-
vellians who have little conception of who
they really are or of the value of education
for its own sake.

Many of my students enter college hav-
ing forgotten what it means to read a book
for pleasure. Certainly they never heard that
the purpose of education might be to bring
us to self-knowledge and to understand
what life is about, in addition to learning the
means of negotiating safely as well as
successfully through life.

Many of my NYU students, who come
from well-to do communities like Westfield,
are lost souls whose identities have been so
artificially cultivated during the college

preparation years that they lack an inte-
grated sense of self. Stressed and some-
times suicidal, these are the “successful”
products of our school systems. Many are
depressed, many are in psychotherapy and
many are on psychotropic medications when
they enter college.

Their elation at finally “arriving” quickly
gives way to the pressure to perform in
order to get into a prestigious graduate,
medical or law school. When does it end?
Perhaps my view has been affected by the
rash of student suicides at NYU this past
year. NYU received more applicants than
any other private university in the country
this year.

The WHS Guidance staff must find them-
selves in a peculiar and difficult position. I
have found these people to be dedicated,
highly skilled and devoted to the welfare of
our children. However, they are beholden to
a Board of Education and a community of
parents, the majority of whom seem to have
bought into the notion that our children
need to learn sooner and better how to
construct their teen brands in order to sell
themselves, so that the kids get into schools
that confer status upon the parents and upon
the community.

The decision of the Board of Education
to hire a former dean of admissions of an Ivy
League institution to evaluate the WHS
guidance department speaks volumes. I can
only assume that the Board of Ed. believes
that the goal of the high school guidance
department should be to get as many
Westfield students into the Ivy League as is
possible. Heads will roll if the numbers are
not high enough!

I have not even mentioned the truly
disturbing behaviors exhibited by our best
and brightest, including the abuse of am-
phetamines in order to stay awake to study
after all of the day’s sports, clubs and
volunteer activities undertaken for the “re-
sume.” I never read about the abuse of
alcohol and drugs at WHS in The Leader.
The issues and values involved here are
fundamental, having to do with the purpose
of education and the lives of our children.

Really, a letter to the editor of the local
paper is pathetic in light of the magnitude of
the problem. I know that there are other
neighbors who share some of these views.
The question is whether the tide can be
turned.

Kathleen Hull, Ph.D.
Westfield

WF Woman Thanks
Businesses for Service
On Thursday, June 17, we had a re-

hearsal dinner for our son and future
daughter-in-law at Jeffrey’s on Central
Avenue. We heard from friends from out
of town that this was the best rehearsal
dinner they had ever attended.

I can’t say enough about the help from
Jeffrey Rust. In the very beginning plan-
ning stages, he was willing to prepare
and serve what we wanted. Through all
my annoying phone calls to check on
this and that, he was very patient and
helpful to me. The night of the dinner the
food and service were excellent.

Scott from the Flower Zone on Pros-
pect Street prepared the flowers on the
bar and in the entrance. The arrange-
ments and variety of flowers were beau-
tifully prepared. In comparisons to oth-
ers, they were unique and special.

I would like to say thank you to Jef-
frey and Scott for giving such as lovely
start for my son and his wife.

Shirley McMeekan
Westfield

If There Was Enough
Parking in WF, People
Would Not Get Tickets

It is comforting to know that the next
time I find myself faced with multiple
bench warrants for my arrest, especially
for mere parking offenses (e.g. parking
too close to a crosswalk and obstructing
drivers’ views of small children) and
moving violations (e.g. speeding down
the Boulevard), I can find safe refuge at
a town council meeting.

I only need to speak out against what-
ever issue of the day the council is
confronting, and you and so many of my
fellow townspeople will express out-
rage against and condemn the actions of
any member of our police department
who attempts to do their job and enforce
the law. I might never leave the meeting
room, with one exception of course.

Now that our town council has abdi-
cated its leadership role and will be ask-
ing for the public’s opinion on the park-
ing deck issue (but only as to one deck, as
apparently our opinion on the need for
two decks in not worthy of consideration)
I would emerge from my sanctuary to
vote in favor of construction.

After all, if there were spaces in town
for me to park legally, perhaps I could
avoid all those parking tickets to begin
with.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield

More Letters
on Page 5

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senal – Spanish for a landmark
2. Worral – A lizard-like animal with

a forked tongue
3. Potamian – A soft-shelled river

tortoise
4. Hirple – To limp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

POURRIDIE
1. A surplus in supplies, materials,

etc.
2. A nightgown
3. Any of various fungus growths

which decay the roots of vines
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

REQUIN
1. A shark
2. A battle ax or mace
3. A sperm whale
4. A nectarine

MICHE
1. To cheat or defraud
2. To hide or sneak
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Literary works

TREAGUE
1. To coil or wind round
2. Of an alien or foreign nature
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

of sheep
4. A truce

Statements In Train
Story Need Correction
Several statements made by Mr. Pol-

lack in his June 24 article on the Rahway
Valley and Staten Island Railroads
(SIRR) need correcting.

1. All rail traffic to and from Staten
Island will go via a new connection
between the Chemical Coast line and the
Aurthur Kill Bridge, which is being built
by the Port Authority (PA). The physical
connection between the Arthur Kill
Bridge and the SIRR line to Cranford
has been severed.

2. NJ Transit regularly crosses Rt. 22
to access the quarry near Chimney Hill
Road. There are no massive traffic tie-
ups when their hopper trains move bal-
last across the highway. Why would
Rahway Valley trains cause traffic jams
when NJ Transit does not?

3. We currently have hundreds of
open-top municipal waste 18-wheelers
racing along I-78 on a daily basis. These
trucks are spewing pollution in the air,
leaving torn up tires on the road and are
spilling their loads when they crash.
One 100-car train on the Lehigh Line
could replace over 200 trucks. The trains
are safer and more efficient and better
for the environment.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

WF Resident Thanks
Writer for Reporting
Thanks so much for the balanced ar-

ticle this week (by Betsey Burgdorf).
Responsible journalism is so needed
and always refreshing.

Continued civil reporting of our elected
officials and others will allow concerned
residents to remain aware and hold them
accountable. Perhaps to even reduce the
“existing adult” accountability gap!

Beverly Mack
Westfield

Happy Birthday America,
Proclaiming Liberty Throughout

In Philadelphia in 1776 on July 4th, the “Province
Bell” in Independence Hall rang out along with
many church bells of the town. The Continental
Congress, marking the birth of the United States of
America, had just signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Today, 228 years later, the “Liberty Bell,” as it is
now known, stills resides in Philadelphia, bearing
the inscription – Proclaim Liberty Throughout All
the Land Unto All the Inhabitants Thereof.

Today, 228 years later, the United States is still
young, filled with hope, bourgeoning in spirit, proud,
strong and free.

We celebrate this holiday in many ways, including
barbecues, baseball games, trips to the shore and
fireworks. Along with the meaning as the nation’s
birthday, July 4th marks the beginning of summer
vacations for many, and period of pleasant leisure at
home. It starts the span of the beautiful time until
Labor Day arrives, denoting the return to normalcy,
if there is such a thing.

Throughout the history of our country, July 4th has
frequently been used as the time for important
announcements and events. Some of these include:
in 1803, the Louisiana Purchase was announced to
the American people; in 1817 at Rome, New York,
the construction on the Erie Canal began; in 1865,

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was published; in
1894, the Republic of Hawaii was proclaimed, (al-
though it only lasted for four years); in 1946, the
Philippines achieved full independence after waiting
over 400 years and in 1997, NASA’s Pathfinder
space probe landed on the surface of Mars.

Perhaps portraying the best of America’s spirit and
heart was that which occurred on July 4th in 1939.
Lou Gehrig, diagnosed as terminally ill, told the
crowd at Yankee Stadium that he considered himself
“the luckiest man on the face of the earth” as he
announced his retirement from baseball.

In baseball spirit of another kind, it’s interesting to
note that in 1930 on July 4th, George Steinbrenner,
owner of the New York Yankees was born.

Just a few days ago, the new government of Iraq
received control and the people were released from
the tyranny of Saddam Hussein. Their troubles are
far from over and their destiny is uncertain. But they
have a new chance for liberty, as did our country in
1776. God willing, they will be as lucky as America.

As you enjoy your holiday this July 4th weekend,
take a moment to proclaim “Happy Birthday
America.” Hold this thought throughout the year in
knowledge of the strength and spirit that the United
States has brought to the world and to each of us – by
each of us, by everyone.

In Regard to the Decks, One Resident
Asks ‘Is the Tail Wagging the Dog?’

After such protracted antagonism and
apparent petrifaction of the town coun-
cil position, it was nice to read the head-
line a couple of issues ago indicating
that a single Northside deck and a public
referendum were under serious consid-
eration. How sad it was that the follow-
ing week, we hear the suggestion of
impending legal action if the mayor’s
suggestion were to move forward. Or
was that more than a suggestion? What’s
happening here?!

I couldn’t believe it a while back
when someone mentioned to me that the
reason we had to build two decks was
that the contractor couldn’t build a single
deck. Naturally, my response was that
we get another contractor. It sounded
laughable actually – like the tail wag-
ging the dog. Imagine your home con-
tractor insisting that you renovate both
bathrooms, finish the attic and add a
deck or he won’t take the job. What
would you do then?

It was also nice to see Ms. Kandigian’s
small letter tucked away in a corner of
the page. Her idea has much merit. Let’s
build the garage we started with and
forget the retail, housing and office ad-
ditions. Is there something in the water
these days that makes everyone build
beyond their needs and frequently be-
yond their means? There’s much to be
said for organic growth. It’s served our
town quite well.

A single Northside deck would be fully
utilized because the location can serve so
many constuituents , be they shoppers,
commuters or employees. To me, the key

elements are to keep it as small as reason-
ably possible and spend heavily on land-
scaping. With the right design and
plantings, it could fit right in, be rela-
tively small and beautiful. That’s a goal.

Robin Fry
Westfield

NJ Is a Corridor For
Goods and Transport
The “NIMBY” contingent objecting

to increased rail traffic fails to realize
that New Jersey is a “corridor state”
catering to transcontinental goods haul-
age of every description, and this will
find an artery of passage one way or
another.

Currently the traffic increase is on the
highways, and this will continue to ex-
pand unless relieved to some extent by
the railways. Rail objectors talk about
“traffic delays, pollution, noise, “ etc,
but in today’s rail scene with continuous
welded rail, trains are much quieter than
in days of yore.

As for safety, one only has to listen to
the rush-hour commuter reports to hear
of roads blocked by overturned or jack-
knifed tractor-trailers. Basically it’s a
case of “either/or,” with a choice of
railway efficiency or the same old
motorway blockages with related pollu-
tion and smells.

The railways have been here for some
100 years, and existed when people com-
menced building houses in close prox-
imity. In fact, it was once advantageous
to dwell near the local railway station for
travel options, and those with ordinary
common sense took advantage of this
opportunity. Today, common sense
seems to be a rare commodity.

William A. Burke
Westfield

Westfield Resident
Thanks Police Officer
For Prompt Response
On June 22 at 2 a.m., I was awakened

by a terrific noise and all lights on my
property went out. Not knowing the
cause, I called 911. Within minutes, a
police officer came to my house and
showed me with his powerful lights that
my giant pear tree crashed in front of my
house, onto my driveway and beyond.

The officer contacted immediately the
Fire Department and P.S.E.&G. Both
arrived in a short time. My electricity
was promptly restored, and the live wires
put in their proper place. All officers
were most kind and reassuring.

The police officer (unfortunately I don’t
know his name) remained until everything
was taken care of. He even informed the
cable company without my asking.

I feel fortunate to live in a town that
provides such prompt service. Being a
widow, it is most reassuring that I am not
alone in case of need.

Stephanie Popper
Westfield
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