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Westfield Education Assn.
Awards $3,000 in Grants

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Edu-
cation Association (WEA) awarded
$3,000 in scholarships to the 2004 gradu-
ating class of Westfield High
School (WHS). Diana
Collins, WEA Scholarship
Committee Chairperson,
presented three scholarships
during WHS Awards Night.

The Barry Judd Memorial
Scholarship of $1,000 was
presented on June 8 at the
WEA Delegate Assembly
Dinner Meeting at The
Westwood in Garwood.

Each year, the association
recognizes applicants based
on academic achievement,
school activities and com-
munity service.

Ja’Net Tiller, the daughter
of Debbie Tiller, received the
$1,000 WEA Scholarship.
She will attend Seton Hall
University in the fall.

Ja’Net had been active
with the WHS Awareness
Club and participated in the
winter/spring track program.
She also participated in the
WHS cheerleading program
and the Connection experi-
ence. Her community ser-
vice included tutoring and
counseling at the Westfield
Neighborhood Council.

Eadaoin Maria Ines
Quinn, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Quinn,
also garnered a $1,000 WEA
Scholarship.

A member of the National
Honor Society, Eadaoin is also
recognized as a “talented”  ath-
lete, who participated in the
Penn Relays with fellow mem-
bers of the WHS women’s
track team. She also partici-
pated in the Model United
Nations and worked in the
WHS Transition Project. Her
community service, she
worked on behalf of her church
for local soup kitchens.

In the fall, Eadaoin will
attend McGill University in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada.

Kelli Layton, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Layton, received the $1,000
Nancy Didier Memorial Scholarship,
which was established in memory of the

WHS French teacher who died this
spring.

A four-year Advanced Placement
French pupil, Kelli is a Na-
tional Merit Scholar, a mem-
ber of the WHS girls’ swim
team and an active TWIG
volunteer at the Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

Philip Didier, Nancy’s son,
presented the scholarship to
Kelli, who will attend the
College of William & Mary
in Williamsburg, Va. this fall.

The Barry Judd Memo-
rial Scholarship for $1,000
was presented to Elizabeth
Morasso. The grant is given
in recognition of a distin-
guished teacher of foreign
languages at WHS from
1974 to 1992.

Based on Mr. Judd’s ide-
als — a love for learning and
devotion for helping others
– the award is given each
year to a son or daughter of
a WEA member.

Elizabeth is the daughter
of Kristine Smith-Morasso,
an instrumental music
teacher at Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield.

An active member of the
Union Catholic High School
Student Council, Service
Club, drama productions
and swim team, Elizabeth
had demonstrated leadership
qualities through her con-
tinued support and
fundraising efforts for the
Lupus Foundation of
America. Her determination
and commitment to the Alli-
ance for Lupus Research has
been recognized this year.

In the fall, Elizabeth will
attend Catholic University
in Washington, D.C.

The scholarship funds are
made available through the
generosity of donations of
WEA membership. This
year’s committee members

included Matthew Block of Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield, Janice
Sheridan of Edison Intermediate School,
Carole Stvitski and Dr. James Moriarty
of WHS, and Ms. Collins of Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield.
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Nat’l Honor Society Inducts
173 Students from WHS

WESTFIELD — In recognition of
academic excellence, leadership, service
and character, 173 Westfield High School
(WHS) students were inducted into the
National Honor Society (NHS).

In ceremonies held at WHS, Westfield
Police Detective Ronald Allen delivered
the keynote address to students and
guests. He stressed the value of honor
and pride in one’s work and the impor-
tance of making good choices in future
actions.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix com-
mended the students on their valuable
contributions to their school and society.

Those elected as NHS officers for the
2004-2005 school year include: Co-Presi-
dents Jackie Burns and Justin Goncalves,
Vice President Mark Harbaugh, Trea-
surer Brian Dunstan and Secretary Lorena
Zamerrilli.

Financial awards totaling approxi-
mately $2,500 were presented to six NHS
members for their service contributions.

In addition, the Parent-Teacher
organization’s award went to Carrie Lo,
a senior who was inducted into the NHS
last year.

A musical presentation was performed
by Carl Baron.

Dan Mahoney, the 2003-2004 presi-
dent of the WHS chapter of the NHS,
welcomed guests. Dr. Petix and NHS
Advisor Les Jacobsen presented certifi-
cates and pins to the new members.

WHS Parent-Teacher Organization
President Laura Brockway congratulated
the students, who included:

NHS MEMBERS
Junior Class:

Jeffrey Bayne Abigail Lewis
Amy Bernstein Michael Lombard
Diego Betancourt Elizabeth Mackay
Evan Bilheimer Emily Rose Macneil
Gabrielle Blitz Michelle Markowski
Olena Borkowsky John Marks
Matthew Boyle Sarah Masel
Jake Brandman Rebecca Mason
Samuel Brenner Mary Mc Call
Wesley Brockway Joshua Mc Mahon
Jacqueline Burns Tara Meagher
Lauren Campo Suzanne Merkelson
Caroline Cariste Jared Messina
Rebecca Cass Michelle Morawski
Gene Chen Taylor Mulvee
Allison Clancy Barrett Newell
Garrett Cockren Hillary Nicoll
Amanda Cohen Lauren Nolan
Christina Cordiero Lisa Novick
Lyndsay Couture Tara O’Donohue
Ashley Current Katharine Okamoto
Brent Davis Michael Oliff
Jacqueline De La Fuente Annie Onishi
Urmi Dedhiya Adrienne O’Rourke
Lindsay Degiralamo Emily Ortuso
Thomas Del Duca Brian Oxman
Leah Di Matteo Giovanna Palatucci
Amanda Dickson Brett Paulan
Carina Don Jeffrey Pazdro
Mark Doss Rebecca Perch
Jeffrey Dresely Sarah Perch
Brian Dunstan Bryan Power
Gilad Edelman Emily Printz
Lauren Eisenberg Elizabeth Purcell
Jamie Elbaum Dina Ragab
Shaun Elwell David Reinhardt
Katherine Fahrenthold Patrick Rizk
Evan Falk Alison Beth Rodino
Michael Fantini Jessica Ropars
Jenna Federgreen Abigail Rosenstein
Allison Feldman Perry Sacks
Michael Feniger John Sawicki

Scott Fishberg Willa Schaefer
Meaghan Fitzpatrick William Schoenbach
Patrick Fleming Jessica Schor
Megan Fowler Rebecca Schulman
Kristina Fraites Kirsten Selert
Lauren Gelmetti Ryan Shallcross
Jennifer Gerckens Sasha Sharif
Deanna Goldner Emily Sheehan
Justin Goncalves Neda Simaika
Julia Gormley Anne Siwulec
Michael Gorski Andrew Skoller
Julie Gralla Katherine Smith
Emily Rose Greenberg Amanda Spector
Jeffrey Greenlaw Kayli Spialter
James Hanas Brian Stotter
Mark Harbaugh Monica Sull
Camilee Hausheer Brendan Sullivan
William Hearon Jessica Sussman
Max Heitner Jonathan Tannenbaum
Alexandra Hermann Mikala Tidswell
Craig Hewit Allison Tiedrich
Christopher Hild David Torres
Katelyn Hoens Elizabeth Trimble
Jeffrey Hogan Christopher Tropeano
Ralph David Iannazzone Justin Tullo
Kate Judd Allison Turitz
Bryan Kahn John Velasco
Edward Kerins Christopher Velderman
John Kerr Ashvin Vijayakumar
Philip Kim Alec Wasserman
Samuel Kim Elizabeth Werner
Christy King Benjamin Wieder
Sarah Klass Lauren Winchester
Henry Koehler Qiaozi Yang
Perri Jana Koll Anne Yingling
Rebecca Korn Zoe Zachariades
Edward Kramkowski Michael Zahler
Jeremy Krell Lorena Zamarelli
Michelle Kuppersmith Lisa Zhang
Sara Lesko Dana Zichlin
Andrew Levy Nicole Zubizarreta

Tammay Zurawa

NHS MEMBERS
Senior Class:

Samuel Gurdus Matthew Schoenfeld
Steven Jacobsen Christina Tonges
Jason Mesches Kristen Valla

Sonya Smith-Garner Wins
2004 Oratorical Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sonya Smith-
Garner, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS), received the
New Jersey State Education De-
partment of the BPOEW (Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks)
2004 Oratorial Contest Award by
capturing first place.

Sonya, who won for a speech she
wrote and delivered entitled, “Em-
powered Youth Carrying a Torch
For a Better Tomorrow,” captured
several categories: text, original-
ity, quality of material, delivery,
emphasis, enunciation, poise and
effectiveness.

Sonya graduated SPFHS on June
22. She will attend Centenary Col-
lege in Hackettstown, where she
will major in business management
and minor in psychology.

She is the daughter of Delores
Garner and her sponsor is the
Mohawk Lodge, Masonic Temple in
Plainfield.

Sonya will compete in the regional

competition on Saturday, July 10, in
Englewood. If successful, she will
compete on the national level in At-
lanta, Ga., where she could win a
$10,000 scholarship.

Dean’s List Pupils Told
At Univ. of Scranton
AREA – The University of

Scranton in Scranton, Pa. has
announced that Scotch Plains
resident Stephanie Poliansky
and Berkeley Heights residents
Kathryn Miller and Kevin
Riley were named to the Dean’s
List for the spring 2004 se-
mester.

Stephanie is a junior major-
ing in health administration.
Kathryn is a senior majoring in
special education. Kevin is a
senior majoring in criminal jus-
tice.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enjoy participating in one of
the following events on this
Fourth of July.

* * * * * *
To kick-off your holiday week-

end, the WWWWWestfield Communityestfield Communityestfield Communityestfield Communityestfield Community
BBBBBandandandandand will perform an Indepen-
dence Day celebration with the
Sons and Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, on Thursday, July
1, at 7:30 p.m. in the gazebo at
Mindowaskin Park. The patriotic
selection will include well-known
favorites, like Sousa’s SSSSStars andtars andtars andtars andtars and
SSSSStripes Ftripes Ftripes Ftripes Ftripes Forororororevevevevevererererer, along with a
wide variety of other pieces. Bring
your lawn chair or blanket.

* * * * * * *
The CCCCCranforranforranforranforranford Jd Jd Jd Jd Jayayayayaycees Fcees Fcees Fcees Fcees Fiririririre-e-e-e-e-

cracker 4 Mcracker 4 Mcracker 4 Mcracker 4 Mcracker 4 Milerilerilerileriler begins at 9:30
a.m. on July 4 in Nomahegan
Park. The morning of family ac-
tivities will include a deejay, face
painting, and a clown. Applica-
tions and information are avail-
able at www.cranfordjaycees.com.
There will also be a OOOOOne-Mne-Mne-Mne-Mne-Mileileileileile
FFFFFun Run Run Run Run Run.un.un.un.un.

* * * * * * *
This year, for the first time, the

incomparable MMMMMacyacyacyacyacy’’’’’s Fs Fs Fs Fs Fourourourourourth ofth ofth ofth ofth of
JJJJJuly Fuly Fuly Fuly Fuly Fiririririreeeeeworworworworworksksksksks can be seen from
Liberty State Park in Jersey City.
More than 30,000 shells will be
launched between Ellis and Lib-
erty Islands, giving us some great
views. The festivities begin at 7:30
p.m. with the FDNY Fireboat
Water Show, continue at 8 p.m.
with the Air Force Fly-Over, and
the fireworks begin at 9:20. If
you cannot make it there, watch
live on NBC, or listen on 1010
WINS.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, July 3, the an-

nual KaBoom! FKaBoom! FKaBoom! FKaBoom! FKaBoom! Fiririririreeeeeworworworworworks Oks Oks Oks Oks Onnnnn
The NThe NThe NThe NThe Navavavavavesinkesinkesinkesinkesink will take place in
Red Bank. This year, the crowd
will have the good fortune of
being entertained by Tim
McCloone’s Holiday Express at
Marine Park beginning at 3 p.m.
The Grucci fireworks display takes
place at dark, and is a pretty
spectacular showing. For more
information, call (732) 345-0885
or e-mail
mail@kaboomfireworks.org.

* * * * * * *
Nearby Bridgewater’s North

Branch Park will be the site of the
FFFFFiririririreeeeeworworworworworks Fks Fks Fks Fks Family Family Family Family Family Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal on
July 4, from 5 to 11 p.m. This
year’s theme is a tribute to the
Memphis legend, “The Elvis
Show” and it precedes the area’s
largest fireworks display at 9 p.m.
There will be other entertain-
ment, like the 60s doo-wop group,
The Soul Survivors, as well as
historical reenactments. There
will also be activities for kids. The
park is located at 355 Milltown
Road, between Routes 202 and
22.

Get
Outta
The

House

Anything GAnything GAnything GAnything GAnything Goes oes oes oes oes SSSSSet bet bet bet bet by y y y y WYAWYAWYAWYAWYACT at NJPCT at NJPCT at NJPCT at NJPCT at NJPAAAAAC;C;C;C;C;
Lindsay RLindsay RLindsay RLindsay RLindsay Rose Sose Sose Sose Sose Sinclair of inclair of inclair of inclair of inclair of WF WF WF WF WF TTTTTakes Leadakes Leadakes Leadakes Leadakes Lead

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC)
Summer Musical Program will
present the Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre (WYACT) pro-
duction of Cole Porter’s musical com-
edy Anything Goes in the Victoria
Theater from Friday, July 16 to Sun-
day, July 25.

Cynthia Meryl, WYACT’s Co-
Founder and Artistic Director, is
directing Anything Goes.

More than 50 young performers,
musicians and theater technicians
from throughout New Jersey and
New York will be included in the
show, which will premiere on July 16
at 7 p.m.

Differing greatly from last
summer’s serious musical drama West
Side Story, for which WYACT earned
Musical Theatre International’s In-
ternational Award of Excellence,
Anything Goes features energetic
tap-dancing and a light-hearted tale
aboard a cruise ship. The characters,
slapstick comedy and tap numbers

merge with Porter’s showtunes, in-
cluding “Friendship,” “I Get a Kick
Out of You,” “Blow, Gabriel, Blow,”
“You’re the Top,” “All Through the
Night,” “De-Lovely” and “Anything
Goes.”

NJPAC/WYACT is using the 1962
revised version of the script, with a
book by Guy Bolton, P.G.
Wodehouse, Howard Lindsay and
Russel Crouse. Scenic design is pro-
vide by J. Wiese, costume design by
Debra Reed, lighting design by
Brenda Dolan, sound design by Mike
Sinclair, musical direction by Ilene
Greenbaum and choreography by
Sherry Alban.

The NJPAC/WYACT collabora-
tion enables talented youth from New
Jersey and beyond to receive the
highest quality theater-arts educa-
tion possible, all at no cost to the
participants. These aspiring actors
and musicians are provided with the
opportunity to embrace active roles
in a professional theater environ-
ment, regardless of their economic
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ POPCORNS

With The Terminal, the latest collabo-
ration between director Steven Spielberg
and actor Tom Hanks, I am reminded of
Mickey Mantle, who didn’t always play to
his full potential. Some days he only had
two homers, a double, a single and a stolen
base. And so it is with this delightful,
philosophically astute farce adapted for the
screen by Sachi Gervasi.

While Spielberg and Hanks have done
better, it’s a pretty good day’s work, all in
all. Hoping to see flashes of their brilliance,
you won’t be disappointed.

First of all, it’s a big parable and makes
no bones about. On the surface, the
characters are simply drawn and in high
relief. They might as well be cartoon
animals.

For example, Stanley Tucci’s devil-
ishly played Frank Dixon, a Customs bu-
reaucrat who gives our hero (Hanks) a hard
way to go when international consequences
plop him into a purgatorial crack, could
have been a wolf. Whereas Catherine Zeta-
Jones’s Amelia Warren, the lovelorn flight
attendant stuck in her own sort of nowhere
land, would be best represented by a French
poodle.

Hanks as the waylaid soul, ever the
everyman but this time in Eastern Euro-
pean motif, a bit jowly and rumpled,
might be limned by a big, sad-eyed dog.
But don’t mistake the film’s magical
simplicity for naïveté. That’s the ploy
and it works.

Spielberg, allowing Hanks’ Viktor
Navorski to stumble upon his survival,
and ultimately his raison d’etre as well,
suggests the viewer take the same path in
discovering the film’s humanitarian mes-
sage. We jog along blissfully. The beauty
of it is, for all the deep thought that
resides between the lines, the director
makes it look easy. Even better for those
of us who couldn’t give a rat’s tail whether
man is inherently good or bad, the won-
derfully acted story is almost consis-
tently funny to boot.

Again, Hanks is the castaway in search
of meaning. But now, the ironic meta-
phor glibly maroons him amid a sea of
people in one of the busiest places on
Earth. A man with a mission whose secret
is purportedly contained in a can of Plant-
ers Peanuts, Viktor becomes a resident of
the International Zone at JFK Airport
when war back home in Krakoavia spins
him into a catch 22 of contradictory cus-
toms laws.

Woe to the average schnook whose
simple plans unintentionally conflict with
the ambitious designs of the ruthless.
That’s one of the statements here. It’s
been a problem since time immemorial,
hasn’t it? There you are in your little hut,
trying to make a living, minding your
own business, when one of the king’s men
knocks on the door and tells you you’ve
got to go to war.

In the case of The Terminal, it’s Frank
who doesn’t care what little lives he steps
on in his ascent to regional manager of
Customs. The promotion is at hand, if
only he doesn’t mess up. A spider plot-
ting over his web, he is at first only
miffed when Viktor crosses his radar
screen. Little does he know that it will
evolve to rage and what seems like a little
inconvenience will turn into a war of
wills: his blind determination versus
Viktor’s strength of character.

The dilemma of Viktor’s limbo-like
status is best summed up by Jimmy
Durante’s Hollywood gadabout, Banjo, in
the film, The Man Who Came to Dinner
(1941), when he sings, “Did you ever get
the feeling that you wanted to go, but you
wanted to stay?”

While Frank continually tempts and
prompts Viktor to cross the line, literally
and figuratively, in hopes that he’ll be-
come the problem of another authority,
the sojourner does a moralistic bob and
weave. He’ll go when it’s right, but in the
meantime, to our utter delight and con-
stant surprise, he makes a life for himself in
the terminal.

How he is able to make do within the
confines of his environment strikes our
fancy and pleases our sense of being. Once
again humankind’s ingenuity is the cause
celebre. The comparisons are inevitable.
It’s not unlike Hanks’ Robinson Crusoe
redux in Cast Away (2000), where he did
a bang-up job of demonstrating his life-
sustaining creativity in the total wild. Only
in this variation, he proves his worth amidst
the glitz and gloss of a total but untouch-
able civilization. The process is winsomely

heartwarming.
Understandably, it’s slow going at first

for the Krakoavian contractor. He neither
makes friends nor finds gainful employ-
ment right off the bat. In fact, the
Runyonesque gang who comprise the regu-
lars at the terminal initially find the inter-
loper suspect. Gupta, the humorously para-
noid custodian so marvelously portrayed
by Kumar Pallana, is certain he’s CIA. It
isn’t until food worker Enrique (Diego
Luna) employs the emigre as his romantic
go-between for the purposes of wooing
INS agent Torres (Zoe Saldana) that
Viktor’s worth as a citizen of the terminal
is considered.

Fast forward to the regular Saturday
night card game. It’s all pretty cozy in the
way a limited set can be when the drama’s
working just right. We get to know what’s
in all the drawers…well, almost all. But of
course the comforts of this little world
must be challenged by Tucci’s villain, a
classical throwback to the sort of heavy
Henry Daniell played from the 1930s
through the 50s.

However, Viktor has by now achieved a
sort of mystique…and a following befit-
ting a legend. The question is, can careering
Frank vanquish the problem without mak-
ing a martyr of him?

We instinctively cheer for Viktor, rules
or no rules. Call him an Eastern Euro-
pean update of de Toqueville. Because
we’re in for a lesson in the true spirit of
Americanism as only an outsider can
teach it.

Naturally, this doesn’t mean there
isn’t any time for a love interest. Okay,
like the movie itself, she’s a long shot, a
stretch if you will, acted by Zeta-Jones.
And sorry, Rita, if we at first find it a
little difficult to believe that Catherine
would give your Tom the right time of
day, let alone have dinner with him.

But that’s all right. The script repri-
mands us, and casually nudges us into
hopeless romantic mode via a brief conver-
sation bad boy Frank has with Amelia.
Trying to get to the nemesis through his
woman, the creep inquires what someone
like splendiferous her could possibly see in
someone like Viktor.

“That is something a man like you will
never understand,” comes the splash of
cold water. Yecch, we think…we’re not
like Frank. Yes, we believe. We believe.
Directing us to the right gate, The Termi-
nal enjoyably reminds that we’re the good
guys.

* * * * * * *
The TerminalThe TerminalThe TerminalThe TerminalThe Terminal, rated PG-13, is a

DreamWorks Distribution, LLC release
directed by Steven Spielberg and stars
Tom Hanks, Catherine Zeta-Jones and
Stanley Tucci. Running time: 128 min-
utes.

backgrounds.
Performers and technical students

from across the region are eager to
participate in NJPAC and WYACT’s
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professional-level theatrical produc-
tions, which sell out each year.

Several local residents are included
in the production, including princi-
pal cast member Lindsay Rose Sinclair
of Westfield as Reno Sweeney.

Westfielder Jennifer Kujawski will
portray “Purity” Angel and Scotch
Plains resident Adam Biner will also
participate in the ensemble. Michael
Gleason of Scotch Plains will play the
trumpet and Berkeley Heights resi-
dent Tracy Jacobson will play the bass
clarinet, baritone saxophone and bas-
soon in the orchestra.

Union County resident Kyndell
Pierce, who is participating in a
NJPAC/WYACT production for the
second time, called working with
the two organizations “such an en-
lightening experience.”

“I can’t wait to do Anything Goes,”
he said. “I know it will be as good as
the other shows.”

Fellow Union County resident and
second-time participant Keyon
Richardson added, “The musicals
really broaden your horizons and
give you great exposure to the the-
ater. NJPAC and WYACT truly
opened the doors to acting for me.”

Following its engagement at
NJPAC’s Victoria Theater, this pro-
duction of Anything Goes will tour
the Algonquin Arts Theatre in
Manasquan from Friday, July 30 to
Sunday, August 8.

At NJPAC, Anything Goes will
take the stage on July 16 and 17 at 7
p.m., July 18 at 2 p.m., July 21 and
22 at 12:30 p.m., July 23 at 12:30
and 7 p.m., July 24 at 7 p.m. and July
25 at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for adults, $14 for
children under 14 and may be pur-
chased by calling (888)-GO-NJPAC
or at the NJPAC Box Office at 1
Center Street in Newark.
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Robert Freundlich
Named to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Robert
Freundlich, the son of Drs. Rich-
ard and Nancy Freundlich of
Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 and
spring 2004 semesters at Johns
Hopkins University where he is a
student at the Krieger School of
Arts and Sciences.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield
High School, Robert is a member
of the Class of 2006 at Johns
Hopkins.


