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Wilson School Participates

In Nationwide Research

SIDEWALK CHECK…Inspecting the sidewalks
outside Wilson Elementary School in Westfield are
Sapana Parikh, a research associate from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Wilson
School’s BRAKES (Bikers, Runners And Kids are
Entitled to Safety) Group representative Sara
Clarkson.

WESTFIELD – Wilson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield recently par-
ticipated in a nationwide research
project on how children travel to and
from school.

Sapana Parikh, a re-
search associate from
the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill,
visited the school in the
final phase of a national
evaluation of walk-to-
school programs as part
of the university’s re-
search on physical ac-
tivity and active travel
to and from school.

The Center for Disease
Control in Atlanta, Ga.
Provided support and
funding for the study,
while the BRAKES (Bik-
ers, Runners And Kids
are Entitled to Safety)
Group of Westfield coor-
dinated the study with the
cooperation and partici-
pation of Wilson School
staff, parents and students.

Approximately 19
schools from across the
country participated.
Wilson School was the
only New Jersey school
involved in the project.

The 10-month pro-
gram, which began last
October, examined the
number of students who
walk or cycle to school and what, if
any, trends can be observed through-
out the year.

Children were regularly surveyed
throughout the study to track walk-
ing and biking habits. As part of the
final phase, Ms. Parikh visited Wil-

son School to talk to the staff and
document the physical aspects of the
school, which may or may not en-
courage walking and biking.

Ms. Parikh also awarded a check to
Wilson School in thanks for their co-
operation with the study. The results of
the research will provide the Wilson
community and Westfield school at
large with ideas on how to encourage
the habit of walking or biking to school.

‘Name The Bee’ Competition
Captured by Jen DiGiorgio

BEE CHAMPION…Westfield Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann recog-
nized the accomplishments of “Name The Bee” contest winner Jen DiGiorgio
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Kaufmann, Assistant Director Dee MacKay,
Tom DiGiorgio, Lisa DiGiorgio, and Jen.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Recreation Department held a “Name
The Bee” contest in April, which
was won by Franklin Elementary
School fifth grader Jen DiGiorgio.

The department sent fliers to the
elementary schools, which chal-
lenged the students to create a clever
name for the department’s mascot,
the Be Active, Be Healthy “Bee.”
Approximately 450 entries were re-
ceived by the department.

Jen’s winning entry called for the

mascot to be named “Zippy.” In the
future, “Zippy” will be printed on
the department’s fliers, shirts and
other items.

Honorable mention awards for cre-
ativity were also given to Devin
Kiernan, a Wilson Elementary School
first grader. She submitted the name
of “Champ Bee Ion.” Katie Rembisz,
a third grader at Jefferson Elementary
School chose “The Pollenator,” and
Corie Barrow, another Jefferson stu-
dent, submitted “Rugbee.”

OUTDOOR SCIENCE…Edison Intermediate School sixth graders and their
teachers enjoyed one of their last science classes of the year at Tamaques Park
in Westfield. Students conducted science experiments at five different lab
stations in the park that included scientific illustrations, stream study and
stream speed, water analysis, pond habitat inventory, and soil analysis. The
students recorded observations in the park to complete a science field guide. The
following week, the guide was used as a teaching tool in the classroom. One of
the school nurses and several parent volunteers also accompanied the students
and teachers during this second annual science day at the park.

WESTFIELD GRADUATE…Westfield
resident Sarah Hansen was among the 48
members of the Class of 2004 to graduate
during the 110th Kent Place School Com-
mencement on June 5. Sarah graduated
cum laude with departmental honors in
mathematics, science and Spanish. A
member of the Math Honor Society and
Spanish Honor Society, she also partici-
pated as a member of the yearbook staff
and Social Committee. Sarah served as
president of the Campus Ambassadors.
She also played soccer and ran winter
and spring track, where she received all-
state.

Pearl Shaykevich Graduates
Pennsylvania State Univ.
WESTFIELD – Pearl Shaykevich,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Shaykevich, received a Bachelor of
Science degree from The Pennsylva-
nia State University in University
Park, Pa. during commencement ex-
ercises on May 15.

Pearl graduated from The Penn-
sylvania State University with a de-
gree in Secondary Education and a
minor in History. She is a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Tyler Patla of WF Receives
Deans List Commendation

WESTFIELD – Tyler Patla of
Westfield was named to the Dean’s
List with Distinction at Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, N.C. for the spring
2004 semester.

Tyler achieved a 4.0 average, put-
ting him in the top 1 percent of his
college. As a result, he was inducted
into Phi Eta Sigma, Duke’s fresh-

man honor society.
Majoring in physics and econom-

ics, Tyler is on the club baseball and
club golf teams. He is also a member
of “On Tap,” Duke University’s tap-
dancing troupe.

A 2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, Tyler is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond Patla of Westfield.

Jeydel, Nehmer Earn
Haverford Degrees

WESTFIELD – Westfield residents
Patricia Ellen Jeydel and Rachel
Nehmer received bachelor’s degrees
from Haverford College in Haverford,
Pa. during commencement exercises
on May 16.

Patricia, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Jeydel of Westfield,
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Sociology.

Rachel, the daughter of Steven
Nehmer of Westfield, was granted a
Bachelor of Science degree in Biol-
ogy, with honors.

Gregory Engel Named
To Colby Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Gregory Engel of

Westfield was named to the spring
2004 semester Dean’s List at Colby
College in Waterville, Me.

A member of the Class of 2007,
Gregory is majoring in biology with
a neuroscience concentration. The
son of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Engel
of Westfield, he is a Westfield High
School graduate.

Shanna Eisner Graduates
University of Vermont

WESTFIELD – On May 23,
Shanna Eisner of Westfield gradu-
ated from the University of Vermont
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Social Work and Special Education.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Averell Eisner of Westfield, Shanna
was the 2004 recipient of the Out-
standing Community Service Award
from the University of Vermont So-
cial Work Department.

Shanna was an inductee of the
TOWERR (The Organization of
Women Exemplifying Reason and
Responsibility) Honor Society. Mem-
bers are nominated by faculty and
administrators based on excellence
in leadership, community service and
academics. The organization was
founded to promote and foster
women’s leadership and community
service at the university.

She served as Treasurer and later

President of Pi Beta Phi Fraternity
for Women, and was the Public Re-
lations representative of the Univer-
sity of Vermont Senior Class Coun-
cil.

Shanna was an active volunteer
with the University of Vermont Reads
and Counts program, City Kids, and
Big Buddies.

Fairfield Univ. Honors
Edward Hogan of WF
WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-

sity in Fairfield, Conn. has announced
that Edward Hogan of Westfield was
named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2004 semester. A graduate of
Westfield High School, he is major-
ing in computer engineering and
expects to graduate in May of 2005.

Berkeley College Tells
Martoccia Graduation
AREA – Berkeley College has re-

ported that Mountainside resident
Krista Martoccia, who matriculated
on the Bergen campus, garnered an
Associate’s Degree in Interior Design
during commencement exercises.

West Chester Univ.
Greek Honor Society
Welcomes Gundrum
WESTFIELD – The Office for

Greek Life and Student Organizations
at West Chester University in West
Chester, Pa. has announced that, due to
her academic excellence, Westfield
resident Kristen Gundrum has been
inducted into Gamma Sigma Alpha
Academic Greek Honor Society.

A member of Alpha Xi Delta,
Kristen will join more than 2,500
Greek scholars on over 150 cam-
puses in this organization.

Leadership Conference
Attended by Mccabe
WESTFIELD – James Mccabe of

Westfield, a member of the Class of
2005, was chosen to participate in
the National Student Leadership
Conference (NSLC), a leadership
development program for outstand-
ing high school students.

While attending the NSLC, James
had the opportunity to study, experi-
ence, and develop the skills and traits
that define and identify a leader. He
attended special workshops and
classes where he studied the distinc-
tions of leadership.

University of Scranton
Notes Area Graduates

Colby College Honors
Margaret Smith of WF

WESTFIELD – Colby College in
Waterville, Me. has placed Westfield
resident Margaret Smith on the spring
2004 semester Dean’s List.

A member of the Class of 2006,
Margaret is majoring in history and
human development (independent).
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
ward Smith, she is a graduate of
Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung.

Edward Smith Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Edward Smith, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Smith and a Seton Hall
Preparatory School graduate, was
named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2004 semester at Colby Col-
lege in Waterville, Me.

A member of the Class of 2004,
Edward is majoring in philosophy
and English.

POETIC VISIT...Maria Mazziotti
Gillan, author of six books of poems as
well as co-editor of the acclaimed lit-
erary anthologies “Unsettling
America,” was the guest poet at
Westfield High School in June. Her
visit was made possible due to a grant
awarded to English teacher Elizabeth
Muller by the Education Fund of
Westfield. Ms. Gillan read poetry se-
lections, most of which reflected on
her personal experiences from child-
hood through her present day obser-
vations of human nature. The poetry
reading was taped for future airing on
Channel 36. Ms. Gillan is the recipi-
ent of numerous book awards. Her
books of poetry include “Winter
Light,” “The Weather of Old Sea-
sons,” “Taking Back My Name,”
“Things My Mother Told Me,”
“Where I Come From”, and “Italian
Women in Black Dresses”.

SPECIAL HONOR…Irina
Sheremetyeva of Westfield has been
recognized as one of Comcast’s Lead-
ers and Achievers with a $1,000 grant
from The Comcast Foundation for
her outstanding commitment to com-
munity service. Irina is a 2004 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School. She will
attend Rutgers University in the fall.
She is the daughter of Valeriy and
Farida Sheremetyeva of Westfield.

NEW FRIENDS…Kindergarteners from Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains hatched chicks in their classrooms. The students studied animals
and their young as part of their science curriculum. As a culminating activity,
eggs were brought in from Quiver Farms in an incubator. Each child turned and
cared for the eggs, which finally hatched and baby chicks arrived. The chicks
stayed at Evergreen School for about one week. The farmer returned and took
the chicks back to the farm. Pictured, left to right, are: Dominic Gannon, Kyle
Coupe, Gabriela Macpherson and Callie Santo Salvo.

Colby College Honors
Elizabeth Schundler

WESTFIELD – Elizabeth
Schundler of Westfield was named
to the spring 2004 semester Dean’s
List at Colby College in Waterville,
Me.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Russell Schundler of Westfield and a
graduate of Westfield High School,
Elizabeth is a member of the Colby’s
Class of 2004. She is majoring in
physics and mathematical science,
with a minor in German.

WESTFIELD GRADUATES…Newark Academy in Livingston has reported
that Westfield seniors, pictured, left to right, Alexandra Ackerman, Paul
Cobuzzi, Jr., Maria Hove and Eric Weinberg, graduated during Commence-
ment Exercises on June 13. Alexandra will attend the University of Hartford,
Paul will study at Washington & Lee University, Maria will attend The College
of New Jersey, and Eric will matriculate at Brandeis University.

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship
Earned by Meghana Limaye
WESTFIELD – The state Depart-

ment of Education (DOE) has re-
ported that Westfield High School
student Meghana Limaye is among
208 students in the state selected as
a 2004 Robert C. Byrd Scholarship
winner.

The federal scholarship program

is administered by the state DOE.
The grants are awarded to the most
academically talented members of
high school graduating classes. The
students compete against other ap-
plicants within each of New Jersey’s
13 congressional districts. Over 1,500
applications were received.

Meghana will receive $1,500 per
year, contingent on federal funding,
for four years of study at any accred-
ited college or university. Students
who maintain fulltime status and
exhibit satisfactory academic
progress are entitled to renew the
scholarship each year.

Meghana’s selection was based on
her college entrance examination
scores, class ranking, grade point
average and other factors, including
academic honors and responses to an
essay question. Her school also nomi-
nated her.

Bachelor of Science
Earned by Mandrillo
WESTFIELD – Joseph Mandrillo,

the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mandrillo
of Westfield, received his Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Manage-
ment from Rutgers University.

A high honors student of the
Rutgers School of Business, he was
awarded membership to the Golden
Key Society and Beta Gamma Sigma,
the National Honor Society for busi-
ness collegiate students.

Joseph is a business analyst with
Accenture, Ltd., a technology-con-
sulting firm in Florham Park.

Julianne Mandrillo Graduates
Pennsylvania State University
WESTFIELD – Julianne

Mandrillo, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Mandrillo of Westfield,
graduated The Pennsylvania State

University in State College, Pa. with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public
Relations and minors in Business,
Women’s Studies and American
Studies.

Julianne graduated with distinc-
tion as a Dean’s List student with
membership in the National Society
of Collegiate Scholars, as well as the
Golden Key Honor Society.

She is also a member of the Order
of Omega, a Greek Honor Society
that awards students who demon-
strate leadership and scholarship
within the Greek community.

As a member of the Delta Zeta
National Sorority, Julianne served
the organization as Public Relations
Chairperson and Greek Sing Chair-
person.

She was a member of the Commu-
nications and Hospitality Commit-
tees for Pennsylvania State
University’s Dance Marathon, the
largest student-run philanthropy in
the nation.

Julianne is a marketing coordina-
tor with American International
Group (AIG), a leading general in-
surance and life insurance corpora-
tion in Berkeley Heights. She is a
Westfield High School graduate.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Ber-
keley Heights residents John Dotto
and Kevin Riley received bachelor’s
degrees from the University of
Scranton in Scranton, Pa. on May
30. John earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in History, while Kevin re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Criminal Justice.

Kate Walsh Graduates
Fairfield University

WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-
sity in Fairfield, Conn. awarded a de-
gree to Kate Walsh of Westfield during
its 54th commencement May 23.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
Walsh of Westfield, Kate graduated
cum laude with a double major in
communications and music and a
minor in Asian studies.

Kate was inducted into Lambda Pi
Eta, the national communications
honor society.

She is a graduate of Westfield High
School’s Class of 2000.

Travis Kipping Receives
Bachelor of Arts Degree

FANWOOD – The University of
Rochester in Rochester, N.Y. has an-
nounced that Fanwood resident Travis
Kipping graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Chemistry on May 16.
The son of Mr. and Mrs. John Kipping,
Travis is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Brian Chiger Graduates
University of Rochester
WESTFIELD – Brian Chiger of

Westfield graduated cum laude from
the University of Rochester in Roch-
ester, N.Y. on May 16 with a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Psychology.

The son or Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Chiger of Westfield, Brian is a
Westfield High School graduate.

Cornelius Banta Placed
On Academy Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Cornelius
Fitzpatrick Banta, Jr. of Westfield
achieved Honors at Mercersburg Acad-
emy in Mercersburg, Pa. for the spring
term. The 10th grader is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Cornelius Banta of Westfield.

Albert Thrower, Jr.
Earns Degree, Award
WESTFIELD – Albert Thrower,

Jr., the son of Dr. Patricia and Dr.
Albert Thrower of Westfield,
graduated cum laude from Colgate
University in Hamilton, N.Y. on
May 16.

He also received the Dean’s
Award for academic excellence
during the spring 2004 semester.

A 2000 graduate of Delbarton
School in Morristown, Albert con-
centrated in economics.

Education News Continued
From Pages 8 & 9; More
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Bushinger, Koeppel
Named to Dean’s List
AREA – The Martin J. Whitman

School of Management at Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y. has
named Brett Bushinger of Scotch
Plains and David Koeppel of
Westfield to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2004 semester.

Brett is a senior majoring in ac-
counting and finance. David is a
freshman majoring in marketing
management.


