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Westfielder Complains
About Lack of Salting
This morning, the fourth day after the

snow “storm” this past Sunday, I nearly
had an accident when I couldn’t stop at
the end of Nancy Way and instead slid
into Lamberts Mill Road. I find it to be
unacceptable that this corner, as well as
numerous others throughout our town,
are still covered by sheets of ice, even
considering the cold weather. Having
clean roads in a reasonable amount of
time after snow is a basic service that
seems to be lacking in our town. Why
couldn’t Public Works go around the
town and spread a little salt? Is safety a
concern only when it concerns pedestri-
ans?

I would also like to point out the icy
conditions in the South Avenue parking
lot, including the handicapped spaces on
the North Avenue side, but I’m sure that
the answer to that is a parking deck.

It would be appreciated by many resi-
dents if Westfield’s priorities included
infrastructure issues like decently paved
and maintained roads, instead of just
speed bumps, bump outs, and citizen
radar patrols (although if you give out
deputy badges, I might consider doing it
myself).

Victor Attanasio
Westfield

Fanwood Lions Thank
Supporters of Club’s
 Christmas Tree Sale
The Lions Club of Fanwood would

like to thank all neighbors in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Westfield, Plainfield and
surrounding communities for their con-
tinued support of its Christmas Tree
Sale. The revenue from the sale goes to
local charities and to local students ap-
plying for scholarship aid for college.

Through the generosity of our bene-
factors, and the hard work of the club
members, this will be fulfilled.

The Lions are always looking for men
and women to join their group to work to
fulfill its mission of community service.
If interested, please call Lion Phyllis
Fischer at (908) 233-2581.

Phyllis Fischer
Fanwood

Overdevelopment on Mohawk Trail
Causes Flooding, Freezing Problems

Westfield Singer Says
Thanks For Article

Editor’s Note: This letter addresses
classical music writer Brad Tinfrow.

Today, having read your review of our
January 17 concert in last week’s
Westfield Leader, I thank you for catch-
ing our performance and your well-
crafted comments. In my experience,
you will find choirs are often only as
good as their tenor section. Although
The CAS had just six that night, your
remarks about our “consistently high
quality of singing, flawless intonation
and precise text”, and of course - in
closing - our “very good level of perfor-
mance,” where uplifting and very much
appreciated.

The highlight of your piece was your
seeming invitation to our “area male
population” to come to our aid, only then
can our product be “unforgettable”...very
nice...thank you, again.

Ralph Jones
Westfield

The CAS of NJ, Inc.

Resident Says Speed Humps
On Benson Place Have to Go

Please Explain Rationale Driving
SPF High School Mascot Change?

FW Resident Grateful For Good
Service at Elm Radio and TV

Westfielder Questions Stopage
Of Hockey on Mindowaskin Pond

Westfielder Asks ‘How Do We Know
All The Parking Rules in the Town?’

Reader Believes Some
Letters Press Envelope

Of Good Taste
As much as I enjoy The Westfield

Leader, and in particular “Letters to the
Editor”, I find it unproductive to con-
tinue the political feud rhetoric main-
tained by the indefatigable letter writing
of Robert Ratner.

I have noticed that these letters con-
tinue to press the envelope of good taste
as to name-calling, extreme language
and unsubstantiated charges.

While we have seen this trend in po-
litical campaigns and “Real” TV, does
this have a proper place in a community
newspaper? Perhaps anger management
counseling would be of assistance.

As to move on — Yes! Let’s move on.
Get a life! Set a good example in civility.

Alfred Morasso, Jr.
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp
2. Chukker – One of the periods into

which a polo game is divided
3. Lanate – Covered with a hairy sub-

stance or wool
4. Dichostasis – Spontaneous subdi-

vision

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VALISE
1. A small suitcase
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor

LAMPADEDROMY
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlan-

tic having few teeth
2. A torch in honor of Prometheus
3. A catfish native to the River Nile
4. An electric eel

MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits

PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion

I would like to bring your – and the
Town of Westfield’s – attention a situa-
tion which points out how our “Colo-
nial” town is being sold out to develop-
ers who have no concern for the people
who have been living in – and funding
through taxes for untold years – the
infrastructure of our community.

Mohawk Trail has been a quiet en-
clave on the south side of town for more
than half a century. Ranch homes, an
oval safe for our young children, a place
for our seniors to walk and enjoy the
exercising so necessary for their health
and well being – all taxpaying citizens.

Alas, two years ago a developer dis-
covered our oasis of contentment. With-
out legally having to notify anyone in
our neighborhood as to his intent, he
razed his first home and enjoyed the
town’s blessing to build a very large,
two story house and annoy with his noise
pollution at his whim, seven days a
week. He then bought his second plot
(next to the first) and continued to do the
same, building an even larger home.
Isn’t it amazing that a neighbor on our
trail wants to replace her original 50-
year-old stoop and add a sheltering cover,
but is required to get the approval of all
her neighbors within a certain radius and
then also ask for a variance?

The upshot is this: both of these new
homes are required by new town ordi-
nances to include sump pumps in their
new construction to pump water in the
street. Unfortunately, the town’s engi-
neering department didn’t find it neces-
sary to survey how the street was graded
or how this ordinance would impact our
neighborhood.

The consequence is the released water

accumulates in front of the house of my
neighbor, a 74-year-old widow who is –
in the frigid temperatures we’ve been
experiencing – virtually house bound
because of the yards of ice which has
accumulated at the foot of her property.
Ironically, the driveway of the first built
house is also experiencing this same
problem with an increasingly growing
ice sheet. And I must tell you that the
lady of the house is now about six months
pregnant.

Early last week, the town was notified
of this problem by two neighbors. The
town’s solution was to drive by and
throw some “salt” on the accumulated
ice. Then it snowed again. Then we
shoveled again. And then the plows came
through again. But no salt truck came
through again. As of today, the ice sheet
now covers almost the entire width of
the street.

May I quote my terrible wise 75-year-
old neighbor who, in her conversation with
town “officials” said that “if my car spins
out in front of my house, you’ll pay…and
if I fall in front of my house, you’ll pay –
because I’m going to sue you!”

Would it not be prudent to survey an
entire neighborhood, which stands to be
affected by new home construction be-
fore new construction is permitted in
order to head off any of these kinds of
problems? It makes sense to me!

But more importantly, what is going
to be done in my neighborhood to correct
the Town of Westfield’s incredible in-
sensitivity? Progress is one thing, but
this is a disaster!

Joan Martin Hurford
Westfield

I think all residents on Benson and
South Chestnut agreed that some “traf-
fic calming” measures were needed, but
this overly aggressive and unnecessary
fix has disrupted the quality of life on
these streets.

Since these oversized speed humps
were installed, I’ve seen an unaware
sports car go flying over the hump, slam
on it’s brakes and do a 360-degree turn.
Lucky no other car was coming. A pick-
up truck with a snowplow attached went
over the hump, the plow detached from
the truck and went careening into the
curb.

Pick-up trucks and vans with cargo
travel too fast over the hump (it is not
well marked) and their cargo flies up
into the air and back down, frightening
and waking residents in the middle of the
night. Oil trucks, school buses, garbage
trucks and delivery trucks (many with
very squeaky wheels) slow to a crawl,
then put the vehicle into first gear and

floor it. The street now sounds like a
speedway.

I implore you to either remove or
somehow modify the Benson Place speed
humps so that they are less intrusive. My
family has not slept through the night
since they were installed.

The Town Engineer needs only to
spend 15 minutes in front of my house to
clearly see how loud and dangerous the
speed humps are. I notice that at the end
of the street, where there is a much-used
playground, only rumble strips were in-
stalled. That makes no sense.

Benson Place homeowners were not
consulted or apprised that these unusu-
ally large speed humps would be in-
stalled. I would be happy to meet with
any town official who wants a first hand
look at how they are negatively affecting
our lives.

G. Kealy
Westfield

I am writing in response to the pro-
nouncement of Dr. David Heisey that a
new mascot is being contemplated for
Scotch Plains–Fanwood High School.
Note that I am a “stakeholder” – a gradu-
ate, Class of 1971.

I am offended in my own right, not so
much by the idea of the mascot change
itself, but by the rationale driving it. I
would ask Dr. Heisey where the bound-
ary lies between what is politically cor-
rect (and what I would concede to be
often necessary) and the grounding in
independent reasoning and common
sense that a high school education was
once meant to provide. I would offer that
the line has actually been crossed some-
time back; this is simply a continuing
manifestation of an agenda, the ultimate
result of which will be a homogenization
of thought and inability to challenge that
a sound society needs. I would offer, as
well, the thought that true mutual re-
spect comes with time, experience, in-
teraction, and a teaching of values that
goes beyond mere symbolism.

To be sure, there no doubt was much

earnest discussion undertaken before a
decision was reached. I am equally sure,
however, that the underlying premise
(that a class of Americans is somehow
being shown disrespect by a stylized
logo and historic linkage) and the pre-
sumption that any action undertaken
would represent “a greater good”, were
simply taken as given. This saddens me.

Some years ago, I found myself at a
Catholic Christmas singles party wish-
ing everyone “Happy Holidays.” It was
at this moment that I realized just how
far down the road of societal brainwash-
ing we have traveled. I hope to teach my
daughter right values. That said, I also
hope to leave her open to persuasion
based on reasoned argument, and the
courage to defend her own beliefs in the
face of the tide of public opinion. Ulti-
mately I would hope, were a similar
situation to arise, that she would ac-
knowledge her own beliefs (and an ex-
pectation of respect for them) and say
“Merry Christmas.”

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

I have frequented Elm Radio, TV &
Appliances on Elmer Street in Westfield
several times for home appliances and
have always valued the genuinely help-
ful, low pressure staff. There has never
been a problem and the product and
delivery were always up to or exceeding
expectation.

My last purchase was a small refrig-
erator which turned out to be a major
problem. It shook, the door was crooked,
etc., the product was completely unac-
ceptable. I shudder to think if I had
purchased this product at a major chain

what the response would have been.
Instead when I spoke to Mr. Jackman,
the storeowner, he personally went above
and beyond the expected to make sure
the situation was rectified. I cannot imag-
ine calling the CEO of any major chain
and have him take an interest in a faulty
appliance. This is the small store atten-
tion to detail and customer service that is
impossible to duplicate and truly appre-
ciated.

Mary McKeown
Fanwood

No pond-hockey at Mindowaskin
Park? For generations, Westfielders have
been ice skating at Mindowaskin Park.
For equally as long, they have been
playing hockey there, too. Not just play-
ing hockey, but learning to play hockey.
For many youths, pond-hockey at
Mindowaskin is their very first actual
opportunity to play the sport. For count-
less kids, the sport of ice hockey moves
from the television to real-life through
their first pond-hockey experience. I
know it did for me.

On Sunday, January 25, the Westfield
Police Department cited a “town ordi-
nance” that states hockey is unlawful at
Mindowaskin. Where was this mythical
ordinance last year when Mindowaskin
froze? Where was this ordinance when I
was a kid? It’s nothing short of a travesty
to deny children the opportunity to learn
the game on a local pond...to deny kids
the chance to play ice hockey with their
dad’s...to deny children the chance to
make new friends and experience the
great game of ice hockey, free of charge.

Men, boys and girls alike, were forced
to put their sticks back in the car. Sad
faces filled the pond, as a Westfield

patrolman walked the ice and demanded
the fun stop. Is the best use of a
policeman’s time?

Why not simply section-off an area of
the pond for hockey? A few traffic cones
would have kept everyone happy.

Eric Spagnoli
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Leader
called the Town of Westfield officials,
including the Executive Assistant to the
Mayor, the police chief and the head of
the recreation department.

To the best that we can ascertain,
their is no ordinance against ice hockey
skating at Mindowaskin Park. Also, the
care and adminstration of ice skating at
the park is under the jurisdiction of the
public works department.

No one contacted could identify the
person of the town who instructed the
police department to disallow ice hockey
skating as referenced in the letter above.

Officials expressed regret for the mis-
understanding and said the matter has
been corrected. Partitions will be placed
such that ice hockey and figure skating can
occur concurrently at Mindowaskin Park.

How do we know what we can and
cannot do in the Town of Westfield?

There are no signs telling us that we
cannot park overnight in municipal lots
or on streets designated as two-hour
parking. There are no signs informing us
that we can park in commuter lots after
4 p.m. There are no signs that properly
designate when parking meters must be
paid.

Some years ago when the parking
meter hours were extended, the new
signs failed to recite “except Sundays
and holidays.” This was not an inadvert-
ent error. Was this was a deliberate
omission designed to mislead — a wan-
ton attempt to trick unsure drivers into
paying fees on Sundays and holidays
rather than risk a ticket?

Recently, the hours were again
changed. New signs read “Sundays Free.”
What about holidays? FYI, holidays are
also free!

Until this past week, when discus-
sions began concerning permits for the
overnight parking of downtown tenants,
I did not know that overnight parking
was not allowed. How would I know?
There are no signs. I am not sure whether
ticketing occurs. I would hope not, but I
suspect it unfairly has. Two options are

available for the driver that parks over-
night, or between the prohibited hours of
1 and 5 a.m., and ends up with a ticket.
Paying the fine or going to court.

Clearly the fact that no signage was
present will result in the ticket being
voided, but most will begrudgingly pay
the fine, saving themselves the time,
effort and aggravation. Is this too a de-
liberate act of omission, meant to mis-
lead? Are honest but deliberately unin-
formed drivers being cheated out of $30?
Does this omission constitute an abuse
of our judicial system by overcrowding
the courts with citations known to be
invalid?

I just learned that non-permit parking
is allowed in commuter lots after 4 p.m.
Why is this not posted? Had I known, I
may have pulled in on my way home
from work to buy a gallon of paint at the
Sherwin-Williams store, to buy dinner,
or to just walk around town on a nice
evening without having to pay 50 cents
an hour for the privilege.

How do we know what we can and
cannot do in the Town of Westfield?

We get a ticket, and then we know.

Cynthia Lee Foulke
Westfield

We Are Grateful to Winter’s Heroes
For Braving the Elements to Keep Us Safe

You may have noticed that winter has arrived with
a vengeance. In the five weeks since the winter
solstice, we’ve had a couple of mild snowfalls, but the
temperature, except for the mild New Year’s weekend,
makes us wonder how folks in Vermont, the Dakotas
and Canada do it. There have been days around here
when the mercury in the middle of the afternoon failed
to top 20 degrees. Some nights, the howling winds
and near-zero temperatures led some of us to wish for
the hot and hazy days of mid-summer. And there is
nothing like getting into a glacial automobile at dawn,
praying the engine starts and then driving and shiver-
ing waiting for the heat to kick in.

Despite these supposed discomforts of the season,
it is winter, after all, most of us are suffering through
what is shaping up to be the coldest winter in 25
years in relative comfort. We don’t go outdoors
unless we have to, and if we do venture out, it’s not
for long.

But there are some who have to be outside, like it
or not, regardless of whether it’s a balmy 55 degrees,
as it was at the beginning of the month; 20 below
zero with the wind chill; cold, raw and rainy; or 20
degrees and icy.

Our local firefighters don’t have the luxury of
working comfortably indoors. Members of local
rescue squads may make house calls, but they are
also on hand at the scenes of auto accidents, which
seem more common during lousy weather. Local
police cars may be heated, but those men and women

in blue are also outside assisting with fender benders
and directing traffic in our downtowns. And we’d be
remiss if we didn’t salute those volunteers who are
out there every morning and every afternoon near our
schools, dodging cars and making sure our kids can
safely cross busy streets.

While a quick dash from the front door to a cold car
may seem, at times, like too much for us to bear, try
standing outside for 10, 20, 30 minutes or even an
hour some morning when the temperature is in the
single digits and a breeze is hitting you in the face.
Then you’ll get an idea of what these men and
women who protect and assist us have been going
through for the past month or so.

Unlike most of us, they don’t have the luxury of
choosing to stay inside.

We would like to salute, and thank those brave men
and women who brave the elements to be outdoors
on days when most people wouldn’t do so for all the
money in the world. And perhaps it would be good
for all of us to remember these dedicated people
when the time comes to make donations, especially
to our local fire and rescue squads. These organiza-
tions rely heavily on money from those they serve,
and it’s during times like these that they truly display
their sense of dedication to their jobs.

And while our crossing guards might not hold
fundraisers to keep them going, they might appreci-
ate a cup of coffee some mornings or, at the very
least, a thank you from the community.

It’s Time To Run For the School Board
You need to have your application in to the local

public school board administrator’s office by Mon-
day, March 1, to run for a seat on the Board of
Education. The annual school election will be held
on April 20 from 2 to 9 p.m.

It’s never been more important to have candidates
willing to serve with fresh and bold ideas – with

courage, because enormous problems must be re-
solved. The spending cannot continue to increase 7
to 10 percent per year. The system will collapse. For
the sake of the children, someone must rise to the
occasion and stop the runaway system. The politi-
cians won’t do it – they say it’s political suicide.
They hope you will do it instead.

Betancourt Grateful
For Having Known
Emilio  Zubizarreta

On January 27, 2004, Westfield lost
one of its finest citizens. Emilio
Zubizarreta lived in town for many years,
and was a wonderful father, husband and
citizen. Emilio loved life. His priorities
were seeing friends, telling stories, shar-
ing a joke, and spending time with his
friends and family, especially his lovely
wife, Lucia, and children Kelly and Nikki.

Although I am deeply saddened by his
passing, I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to have known this wonder-
ful man. I’m sure many people in
Westfield will miss his presence, just as
I will.

Rafael Betancourt
Westfield
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