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DEVOTED VOLUNTEER…The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
granted Nancy Walbert its Volunteer of the Year award. Pictured, left to right
are: Elizabeth and Lucy van Iperen, Betty List, David Foltz, Ms. Walbert, Kathy
Mulvaney, Diane Stone, Linda Zultanky, Frank Mulvaney and David Mueller.

Walbert Named Westfield
Volunteer of the Year

Cranford Redevelopment
And Parking Deck Advances

Stem Cell Legislation Puts
New Jersey At Forefront

By GOVERNOR JAMES MCGREEVEY

TRENTON — New Jersey has long
been a leader in treating diseases and
saving lives. We are blessed with world-
class physicians, research scientists, hos-
pitals and medical research institutions.
Fifteen of the world’s top 20pharmaceu-
tical companies have major investments
in our state. We have a tradition of
innovation and advancing the frontiers
of science.

On January 4, we took the next step in
medical science when I signed a new law
that makes us only the second state to
allow groundbreaking stem cell research.
Stem cells are a relatively new discovery
and they hold great promise for treating
the most intractable and dreaded dis-
eases. Stem cells are human cells that
have not yet become specialized; they
can develop into or form any type of cell
in the human body. It may be possible to
use them to regenerate and repair dam-
aged and defective cells in a person’s
body.

This cutting-edge research may hold
the cure for a host of degenerative and
chronic diseases, such as diabetes,
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, ALS, cancer,
and spinal cord injuries. These are dis-
eases that are hard to treat and currently
impossible to cure, robbing individuals
of their health and independence, and
ravaging the lives of the ones they love.
This new law gives those families real
hope that in the coming years we will at
last find a cure.

If so, we want that discovery to take
place, not in Europe or Australia, but
right here in New Jersey. For that to
happen, scientists must know that we
value and support their groundbreaking

research. Dr. Clifton Lacy, New Jersey’s
Health and Senior Services Commis-
sioner, has said that this law “will serve
as a magnet to bring scientists and the
greatest minds into New Jersey to have
the innovations take place here. New
Jersey will be at the forefront of scientific
advancement in our country.”

I was pleased to be joined at the bill
signing by actor Christopher Reeve, who
suffered a paralyzing spinal cord injury
as the result of a horse-riding accident in
1995. He has become an eloquent and
outspoken advocate for stem cell re-
search. At the ceremony he said: “It is not
about what stem cells will do for one
individual. It is about whether or not we
have the courage to protect the freedom
of scientific inquiry.”

This new law is a strong statement to
rest of the world. In New Jersey, we
embrace the possible. We do not accept
the inevitability of suffering and pain.
Rather, we will use the gifts that we have
been given – our inquisitive nature, our
reasoning mind – and use them to foster
the kind of research that will put an end
to the most insidious diseases to ever
plague humanity. At the same time, this
law contains strong provisions banning
human cloning, making it a crime pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in jail.

As far as humanity has come, some of
our most basic afflictions remain. It would
be irresponsible and unethical in the
extreme to allow people and their fami-
lies to continue in suffering and pain
while cures may yet exist – just out of
reach. Through this new law, we will
keep New Jersey on the forefront of
medical research and bring us that much
closer to a cure.

Panel OKs Bill Reducing
Utility Hookup Costs

CRANFORD — Kushner Compa-
nies has announced that it has ac-
quired two downtown parcels in
Cranford to develop Cranford Cross-
ing, a residential and retail redevel-
opment located one block from the
train station. The company purchased
the property in December of 2003.

Construction of the $16 million
project is expected to commence in
early spring. The project will feature
50 luxury condominiums and 22,000
square feet of retail space in two
buildings. The buildings will feature
concierge and special services, an
exercise room and other amenities.
In addition, the first municipally
owned parking garage in Cranford
will be constructed as part of the
redevelopment.

The four-story structure has been
planned to meet the needs of busi-
nesses, shoppers and township resi-
dents as well as NJ Transit commut-
ers.

Cranford Building Associates, L.P.,
an affiliate of Kushner Companies,
originally was named the designated
redeveloper for Cranford Crossing
in 2002. Entitlements for the project
were obtained internally.

“We worked together with the
township to move the project for-
ward,” noted Jeffrey Freireich, Vice
Chairman and Managing Partner of
Kushner Companies. “The process
was very complex, but our commit-
ment will result in an exemplary
redevelopment project for New Jer-
sey.”

“Our vision is very much in keep-
ing with the original redevelopment
concept, planned around the ‘transit
village’ model that NJ Transit and
the state Department of Transporta-
tion promote,” he continued. “Tran-
sit villages incorporate passenger rail
stations as a focal point with the goal
to return the stations to their histori-
cal stature as a place where growth,
recreation, opportunity and access
come together to foster commerce
and economic redevelopment.”

Westminster Communities, the
development arm of Kushner Com-

panies, will construct Cranford Cross-
ing. The property has been designed
to complement the traditional style
of the township’s central business
district. Buildings will feature neo-
classical architecture with brick fa-
cades, faux stone accents and a clock
tower.

Kushner Companies’ subsidiary,
The Landings at HarborSide LLC, is
the designated redeveloper of the 49-
acre $600 million waterfront project
in Perth Amboy, which is now under
construction. In addition, the com-
pany has been approved as the devel-
oper for the Wesley Lake portion of
Oceanfront Asbury, a 56-acre water-
front redevelopment in Asbury Park.

Mr. Freireich noted, “Cranford is
an excellent example. This township
has long been recognized as a desir-
able town in which to live and work,
and its government officials are dedi-
cated to upgrading the once-bustling
downtown retail component.
Cranford’s hallmark lies in its quint-
essential suburban setting, including
upwards of 400 acres of parkland
and its excellent accessibility. We
look forward to being part of this
unique community’s continued
progress.”

In the 1980s, Cranford officials
identified the need for downtown
revitalization. The township became
the first community in New Jersey to
create a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID), providing a source of
capital from businesses for improve-
ments, and a Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation to oversee the re-
vitalization. The combination pro-
duced aesthetic enhancements and
upgrades such as Victorian-style lamp
posts, brick sidewalks, pedestrian
seating areas, landscaped gardens
and a clock tower.

The Cranford Crossing project is
the first mixed-use development
downtown in almost 100 years. The
present downtown consists of more
than 200 retail and service businesses
including clothing, antiques, sport-
ing goods, jewelers, a movie theater
and numerous restaurants.

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
today released legislation Assembly
Speaker Albio Sires and Assembly
Deputy Speaker Jerry Green spon-
sored to require municipal and county
utilities to provide reduced sewer
and water connection fees for public
and non-profit housing projects.

“We currently have an affordable
housing crisis in New Jersey,” said
Assemblyman Sires (D-Hudson).

Specifically, the Sires/Green bill
(A-1769) would require sewerage
and utility authorities to give public
housing authorities and non-profit
organizations building affordable
housing projects a 50 percent dis-
count on the connection or “tapping”
fee assessed for connection to a wa-
ter or sewerage system.

The measure also would require
housing authorities to provide credit
when calculating a discounted tap-
ping fee by making a deduction for
existing units previously connected
to the authority’s system that were
demolished or refurbished to allow
for construction of new affordable
units.

According to published reports,
New Jersey is one of the three most
expensive states in the nation in which
to rent housing. The average two-
bedroom apartment costs approxi-
mately $929 a month to rent. That
amount is affordable only to those

earning an annual salary of at least
$37,000 – which is more than three
times the minimum wage. More than
40 percent of New Jerseyans, how-
ever, are trying to raise families on
salaries well below that threshold.

The Assembly Housing and Local
Government released the measure 5-
0. It now goes to the Assembly Ap-
propriations Committee for further
consideration.

GARWOOD – Nancy Walbert,
formerly of Westfield, was named as
Westfield’s Volunteer of the Year
during an awards dinner at The
Westwood in Garwood on December
18. The Union County Alliance Steer-
ing Subcommittee and the Governor’s
Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse
sponsored the awards.

Ms. Walbert was recognized for
her decades of work and support for
Preventing Alcohol Narcotic and
Drug Abuse (PANDA).

PANDA is celebrating its 20th year
of community action. It was orga-
nized in December 1983 by local
youth-oriented organizations after a
town meeting on substance abuse at
Westfield High School.

The name PANDA and the distinc-
tive panda logo were chosen in a
town-wide naming contest in 1984.

Ms. Walbert, Betty List and Leo
Senus were the founding trustees of
PANDA. At the time, Ms. Walbert
was president of the Westfield Par-
ent-Teacher Council, and Ms. List
was a member of Westfield Town
Council. The two were also PANDA’s
first co-directors.

Prior to the formation of PANDA,
Ms. Walbert served on the Mayor’s
Advisory Committee on Drugs and
Alcohol. In addition to her work on
PANDA, to which she remains an
advisor, Ms. Walbert was active in
the PTAs and in the United Fund of
Westfield.

For more information about
PANDA, please contact Linda
Zultanky, Executive Director, at
lectures4u@aol.com or write to
PANDA at Box 2122, Westfield,
07091.

EYE GLASSES...The Lions Club re-
quests donations of used eyeglasses by
depositing them in the yellow box.

  
      

    

Parkinson’s Support
Group Meets Feb. 9

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
meets at 1:30 p.m. on the second
Monday of each month in the Chris-
tian Lounge of the Parish House at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue.

Persons with Parkinson’s disease
and/or their caregivers are invited to
attend the next meeting on Monday,
February 9. Psychologist Dr. Wallace
Smith, PhD, Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford, will discuss the pos-
sible effects of hypnotherapy on the
symptoms of Parkinson’s disease.

The meeting is free of charge.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, please call
Barbara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or
the church office at (908) 233-0301.


