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WHS Model United Nations
Team Captures Top Awards
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School’s (WHS) Model United Nations
Team recently garnered top awards at
the annual Model United Nations Con-
ference held in Hershey, Pa.

The annual conference involved
over 1,200 students from New Jer-
sey, Delaware, Pennsylvania and
Maryland in simulated United Na-
tions activities.

The Westfield delegation from
France consisting of Rebecca Bellovin,
Max Blanton, Jackie Burns, Danielle
Coleman, Justin Goncalves, David
Hewitt, Dina Ragab, Neril Sandeep
and Kate Warren received the Distin-
guished Country Award, the top place
in this category of completion.

Matthew Carlin, Dorothy Chou,
Garrett Cockran, Elizabeth Keating,
James McCabe and Lauren Steller
captured the Distinguished Country
Award for their combined work rep-
resenting the country of Singapore.
The Premier Diplomat Award was
handed out to Kevin Jean-Louis,
James McCabe and David Shottland.

Rebecca Bellovin, Jackie Burns
and Dorothy Chou, who were se-
lected to participate this summer as
National Affairs Delegates in the
national Model United Nations con-
ference, captured other top awards.

Danielle Coleman, Elizabeth
Keating, Jacob Mirsky and Kate Re
were also chosen as National Affairs
Alternate Delegates. The position of
Secretary General for next year’s
Model United Nations Conference
was awarded to Jackie Burns.

Under the guidance of Social Stud-
ies teacher Daniel Farabaugh and
English teacher David Della Fera,
who serve as Model United Nations
co-advisers, this year’s award win-
ners continue WHS’s record of out-
standing achievement in the Model
United Nations program.

Faculty advisor Mr. Farabaugh

commented, “I was impressed by the
detailed research carried out by our
students and by their fine accom-
plishments at the conference.”

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
added, “Along with being a popular
academic club, Model U.N. enables
our students to work as young pro-
fessionals who enjoy the opportu-
nity to compete and to represent
Westfield High School.”

Community Service,
Internship Fair Slated
By High School PTSO
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School (WHS) Parent Teacher-
Student Organization (PTSO) will
sponsor the second WHS Commu-
nity Service & Internship Fair on
Wednesday, February 11, from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. in Cafeteria B.

Last year, the program matched
students with service organizations
and continuing the spirit of
volunteerism at WHS.

The fair provides an opportunity
for agencies, organizations and local
institutions to speak with students
looking to make a difference in the
community.

Janice Siegel and Meg Hayden,
both parents of WHS freshmen, have
organized the event. For more infor-
mation, please e-mail Ms. Siegel at
Box99@comcast.net or Ms. Hayden
at meghayden@comcast.net.

Public Invited to Attend
WF BOE Budget Meetings

WESTFIELD — The Finance
Committee of the Westfield Board
of Education has begun meeting
with administrators on a weekly
basis to review budget requests for
2004-2005.

Following their meetings, major
programs in the school district’s
budget will be discussed publicly
at board meetings during the next
several weeks.

Curriculum and personnel pro-
grams will be analyzed on Tues-
day, February 3, technology pro-
grams will be reviewed on Tues-
day, February 17, while athletics
and co-curricular activities will be
examined on Tuesday, February 24.

All meetings will be held at 8
p.m. at 302 Elm Street in Room
No. 105. The February 17 meeting
has been added to the board’s sched-
ule to provide more public discus-
sions prior to the tentative adop-
tion of the budget by Thursday,
March 4.

During the January 20 meeting,
capital projects and special educa-
tion budget items were reviewed
by the board. A summary of that
meeting is available in Superinten-
dent William Foley’s Synopsis,
available at www.westfieldnj.com.

“We welcome the public to at-
tend our meetings,” said Finance

Chairwoman and Board Vice-Presi-
dent Anne Riegel, “and to contact
us with their viewpoints.”

The meetings are taped and can
be viewed on Channel 36 on Tues-
days at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m., and
on Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

SPFHS Pupil Attended
Presidential Classroom

SCOTCH PLAINS – Michael
Baumwoll, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School student, attended Presi-
dential Classroom’s (PC) Law & Jus-
tice in a Democracy program from
January 24 to 31 in Washington, D.C.

Michael will explore the federal
legal system and issues of freedom and
order in a democratic society. He will
interact with Washington insiders, in-
cluding congresspersons, presidential
appointees, senior military officials,
business leaders and journalists.

He will visit special national land-
marks such as the White House,
U.S. Department of State and Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Michael
will also attend a Supreme Court
briefing, visits to the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation or Secret Ser-
vice and foreign embassy briefing.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The annual
Roundtable Discussion between
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) Council has been rescheduled
for Thursday, February 5, at 7 p.m.

The program, which was origi-
nally slated for January 15, had to be
rescheduled due to inclement weather
on the original date.

Members of the public are invited
to attend and participate. Less for-
mal than a traditional school board
meeting, the discussion provides an
opportunity for citizens to learn more

about topics of interest in the school
district.

The discussion will take place at
the school board’s offices, which are
located behind Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, at Evergreen and Cedar
Streets in Scotch Plains.

For more information, please con-
tact SP-F PTA Vice-President Gale
Miller at (908) 889-7934.

BOE Candidate’s Filing
Deadline Set for March 1

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents interested in becoming a can-
didate for the Westfield Board of
Education can obtain petitions at the
office of Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Robert Berman at
302 Elm Street.

Petitions need to be signed and
delivered to Mr. Berman by Monday,
March 1. The annual school election
will be held April 20 from 2 to 9 p.m.

The term for an elected board
member is three years. Each year,
three positions become available as a
result of expiring terms. Those school

board members whose terms are ex-
piring this year include Ginny Leiz,
Richard Solomon and Julia Walker.

Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candi-
date Kit” at the board office at 302
Elm Street. The kit includes informa-
tion about legal qualifications for can-
didacy, campaign procedures, and the
role of the board member.

Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates
in the school election process, and
briefing sessions for board candi-
dates are also included in the kit.

St. Agnes School
Plans Registration

CLARK – St. Agnes School, lo-
cated on Madison Hill Road in Clark,
will hold registration on Thursday,
January 29, for all new students en-
rolling in Pre-K through eighth grade
classes for the 2004-2005 school year,
from 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 2 p.m.

Registration for Pre-K through
Grade 8 will also be held on Friday,
January 30, from 9 to 11 a.m.

For more information, please call
(732) 381-0850 or visit
www.stagnesschool.com.

WF Pupil Wins Company’s
Dr. King Essay Contest

WESTFIELD — Schering-Plough
Corporation has reported
that Westfield resident
Thomas An is among the
winners of its 21st annual
Martin Luther King Jr.
essay contest.

Thomas won third place
in grades 7 through 9 for
his essay on Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

The company has held
this contest for the chil-
dren and grandchildren of Schering-
Plough employees to commemorate

the birthday of the Civil Rights leader.
The students selected as

topics for their essays one of
two Dr. King’s speeches, “I
Have a Dream” and “I’ve
Been to the Mountain Top.”
The student’s essays required
an in-depth discussion of the
speeches and an interpreta-
tion of the impact and mean-
ing of the speeches in today’s
world.

The first prize was $500
and all students received a $75 sav-
ings bond for their participation.

Thomas An

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 30
Hometown: Mr. Giordano has

lived in Seacrest Beach, also known
as Lavalette, all of his life.

Education: At Rutgers Univer-
sity/Cook College in New
Brunswick, he received a Bachelor
of Science degree
in Environmental
Science. He
earned a Masters
Degree in Educa-
tion Leadership at
F a i r l e i g h
Dickinson Uni-
versity in Madi-
son.

Previous Ex-
perience: For six
years, Mr.
Giordano has
taught at Terrill
Middle School.

I Knew I
Reached My Stu-
dents When: “We
teach oceanogra-
phy extensively in a sixth grade
program, where we go down to
Sandy Hook and the students comb
the beaches and go to the observa-
tory, spending time in the
Shrewsbury River and the tidal
pools,” described Mr. Giordano
when discussing a time that par-
ticularly excites his students.

Educational Philosophy: “I want
to do mostly hands-on experiences
that try to pull from each student
what they feel comes natural to
them, and to have them use their
own life experiences to meet the
goals of the classroom,” he said.

What I Love About the School
District: “It’s more like a family
than a group of colleagues,” said Mr.
Giordano. “There is a support net-
work in place and above all, every-
body makes true friendships. That’s
what unique – our closeness.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “Any-
time I have the opportunity to study
meteorology, I am happy. I love
tracking intense storms and figur-
ing out what the weather will be
like for our area,” he said.

But, how does this love for
weather watching translate to stu-
dents?

“ B a s i c a l l y ,
with weather, you
have a teachable
moment everyday
because you can
use the character-
istics of the
weather to teach a
new lesson,” he
explained.

The Future of
Education in
America… “is
going in a posi-
tive direction be-
cause I feel we
have identified the
needs of children
in a highly-so-
phisticated fash-

ion and I feel that people’s aca-
demic development, combined with
technology, allows us to meet the
needs of teachers,” said Mr.
Giordano.

My Goal As An Educator: “I
would definitely feel that I met my
goal if I did at least one thing for
every student of mine that he or she
remembered,” he said. “I use a lot
of metaphors and comparative
analogies to make connections be-
tween science and real life.”

Home Life: Mr. Giordano is en-
gaged to Terrill Middle School’s
Grade 8 Algebra Teacher, Michelle
Londino. While some would place
surfing and snowboarding among
their “hobbies,” for Mr. Giordano,
it is a lifestyle.

“They really define me as a per-
son,” he noted. “They complement
and complete me.”

Local Virginia Tech Pupils
Receive Dean’s List Status

AREA – Students from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Berkeley Heights
have been placed on the fall 2003
Dean’s Lists at Virginia Tech.

Scotch Plains resident Matthew
Ortyl, a junior majoring in computer
engineering at Virginia Tech’s College
of Engineering, was named to the list.

At Virginia Tech’s Pamplin Col-
lege of Business, Fanwood resident
Ryan Kramer earned dean’s list rec-
ognition. He is a senior majoring in
business information technology.

Peggy Lallis of Berkeley Heights,
a student at the College of Science at
Virginia Tech, was placed on the
roster. She is a freshman majoring in
university studies.

Meagan Butler, a student at the
College of Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences at Virginia Tech, also earned
dean’s list status. The Berkeley
Heights freshman is majoring in hu-

man nutrition, foods and exercise.
A student at Virginia Tech’s Col-

lege of Architecture and Urban Stud-
ies, Gregg Nelson was also placed on
the roster. A resident of Berkeley
Heights, Gregg is a sophomore ma-
joring in industrial design.

Christopher Sharkey, a Berkeley
Heights junior majoring in mechani-
cal engineering, was also a dean’s
list scholar at the university’s Col-
lege of Engineering.

DECA’s ‘Day of Decisions’
Set on Jan. 30 and Feb. 11

SCOTCH PLAINS – DECA, an
association of marketing students at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
is holding its annual Day of Decisions
at Terrill Middle School tomorrow,
January 30, and at Park Middle School
on Wednesday, February 11.

Over 50 DECA students will man-
age workshops about parent and teen-
age relationships, peer pressure, ste-
reotypes, teenage anxiety, and fit-
ting in at their high school.

Eighth grade pupils will have the
opportunity to interact with their
peers through hands-on demonstra-
tions, group discussions and skits.
Through these activities, many ques-

tions, ranging from the transition
into a high school setting, to the
dangers of alcohol and drug use, will
be answered.

“The purpose of DECA’s Day of
Decisions is to reach out to the
younger members of our commu-
nity,” reported senior DECA mem-
ber Ryan Breznitsky, who coordi-
nated the events.

“As these students graduate from
middle school and take another step
toward adulthood, they need to be
aware of various social situations
and myths about drugs and alcohol,”
Ryan added.

For more information about the
program, please call DECA at (908)
889-8600.

Rivendale Receives NCTE
Achievement Writing Award
WESTFIELD — Aurora

Rivendale, a senior at Westfield High
School (WHS), is one of 25 students
in New Jersey and 628 nationwide to
receive the 2003 Achievement Award
in Writing from the National Coun-
cil of Teachers of English (NCTE).

In the spring of 2003, Aurora was
chosen as one of WHS’ nominees for
the NCTE award. Each year, an En-

glish Department nominating com-
mittee reviews the writing portfolios
of 11th grade students who submit
their work for consideration in the
contest. Over 2,500 students nation-
wide participated this year in the
annual writing competition.

As part of her nomination pack-
age, Aurora was required to submit a
timed and supervised writing sample
to NCTE. A panel of NCTE judges,
which included high school and col-
lege English teachers, read and evalu-
ated each nominee’s submission.

For her essay sample, Aurora was
asked by NCTE to compare and con-
trast a novel, which was adapted to
film. Aurora wrote about Ridley
Scott’s screen adaptation of Thomas
Harris’ novel “Hannibal.”

“Aurora is a scholar with a true
appreciation for the nuances of lit-
erature and language,” commented
Amy Burgoyne, Aurora’s 11th grade
English teacher.

“The NCTE award,” added Ms.
Burgoyne, “is an appropriate recog-
nition of her dedication to the art of
writing.”

Speaking on behalf of the English
Department, chairperson Heather
Rocco commented, “The English De-
partment and our students are proud to
carry on the Westfield tradition of ex-
cellence in writing. Rory is an excep-
tional student whose passion for writ-
ing is inspiring. She is very deserving
of the National Council for the Teach-
ers of English Writing Award.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Contest Winners Awarded
WESTFIELD – During a com-

munity-wide service at the First
United Methodist Church to honor
Martin Luther King, Jr. on January
19, Westfield Public School stu-
dents were awarded prizes for es-
says, poems and art that reflected
this year’s theme, “Breaking the
Cycle of Violence.”

Westfield High School
Essay winners: Miriam Becker-

Cohen (first place), Alissa
Eisenberg (second place), and
David Shottland (third place);

Poetry winner: Rachel Charatan;
and art winner: Maggie Lee.

Intermediate Schools:
Essay winners (all from Edison

Intermediate School (EIS)): Mon-
tana Metzger (first place), Ravi
Netravali and Josh Gribbin (second
place), and Danielle Gillyard and
Dominique Gillyard (third place);

Poetry winner: Drew Pecker of
EIS (first place) and Amanda
Garfinkel of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School (second place); and

Art winner: Maddie Tiedrich of
EIS.

Elementary Schools:
Essay winners (all from

McKinley School): Mary Brown
(first place), Tiara Lee-Harrington

(second place), and Geena Gao
(third place);

Poetry winner: Danielle Fields
of Franklin Elementary School; and

Art winner: Nicholas Calello of
McKinley School.

Prizes for the contest ranged
from a computer and printer for
the first place winner at the high
school level to savings bonds in
$50, $100, $200, $300 and $500
denominations at the various grade
levels and categories.

Tenth grader Miriam Becker-
Cohen, who won the computer and
printer for her essay, wrote, “While
it may take a tragedy to understand
the existence of hatred, it takes
much more to learn the proper way
of dealing with the hate that feeds
the perpetrator.”

Her essay also included this view-
point: “I believe that the cycle of
violence starts in the home. Chil-
dren learn violence from becoming
victims or witnessing hostility.”

Miriam advocated that teenagers
should “take peaceful approaches
on a personal scale.” She also be-
lieves that “the only way to halt the
continuation of violence is to break
the cycle through strength and
unity.”

SP-F BOE, PTA Council
Reschedules Roundtable

Gregory Ralph Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Gregory Ralph of
Westfield, a sophomore at Roger Wil-
liams University in Bristol, R.I., has
achieved Dean’s List distinction for
the fall 2003 semester with a 3.95
index. Gregory is an architecture major
in the university’s honors program.

Applications to Use WF
Fields Due February 13

WESTFIELD — All requests for
use of fields this spring must be sent in
duplicate to both the Board of Educa-
tion and the Westfield Recreation De-
partment by Friday, February 13.

Requests should include the spe-
cific field(s), dates, times, and pur-
pose. Organizations should make
available information such as eligi-
bility requirements, population
served and number of participants.
Field assignments will be a collabo-
rative effort between the school board
and the recreation department.

Requests should be mailed to Pat
Bradley, Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
07090; and to the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, 07090.

For more information, please con-
tact the recreation department at
(908) 789-4080.

Allison Klass Placed
On Fall Dean’s Roster
WESTFIELD – Syracuse

University’s College of Visual and
Performing Arts in Syracuse, N.Y. has
reported that Westfield resident
Allison Klass was named to the Dean’s
List for the 2003 semester. Allison is
a junior majoring in PC studies.

GUNG HEY FAT CHOY…Coles Elementary School pupils in Scotch Plains
celebrated Chinese New Year in Jennifer Murphy’s second grade class. Their
reading, language arts, and math activities focused on the theme. The children,
with the aid of parents, staged their own Chinese New Year parade and stomped
on bubble wrap to imitate the sound of firecrackers – a Chinese New Year
tradition. The students also ate their snacks with chopsticks.

Weather-Related School
Closings to Be Announced

WESTFIELD — In the event of
unexpected school closings or de-
layed openings in the Westfield
Public Schools, information will
be available through New Jersey
101.5 FM, Cable TV Channel 36
and www.westfieldnj.com.

Elementary and Roosevelt In-
termediate School students’ homes
will be telephoned by members of
the Parent-Teacher Association and
Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO), who will advise them of
closings or delayed openings. Par-
ents of Edison Intermediate School
and Westfield High School stu-
dents can telephone any of the
school’s PTO board members.

If a delayed opening of school is
announced, the same notification
procedure will be followed.

In the event of a delayed open-
ing, Westfield High School will
open at 9:30 a.m., intermediate
schools will open at 9:45 a.m.,
elementary schools will begin
classes at 10 a.m., Kindergarten
A.M. will start at 10 a.m., and
Kindergarten P.M. will convene at
12:35 p.m.

Seeger, Shah Placed
On Fall Dean’s Roster

WESTFIELD – Hamilton Col-
lege in Clinton, N.Y. has an-
nounced that Westfield residents
Daniel Seeger and Karima Shah
have been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
Seeger of Westfield, Daniel is a
sophomore at Hamilton.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Abroo Shah of Westfield, Karima
is a senior majoring in psychology
at Hamilton.

Both students are Westfield High
School graduates.

Brian Osborn Achieves
Dean’s List Distinction
WESTFIELD – Centenary Col-

lege in Hackettstown announced that
Westfield resident Brian Osborn has
been placed on the Dean’s List for
the fall 2003 semester.

A junior at Centenary, Brian, who
earned a perfect 4.0 grade point av-
erage for the term, is majoring in
business administration with a sports
management concentration.

He has been honored as a scholar-
athlete for his participation in base-
ball and cross-country at Centenary.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Osborn of Westfield, Brian is a 2000
graduate of Westfield High School.

Nahaczewski Named
To Fall Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Michael

Nahaczewski, a graduate of
Westfield High School, has been
placed on the Dean’s List for the
fall 2003 semester at Champlain
College in Burlington, Vt.

The son of Clark resident Peter
Nahaczewski and Westfield resi-
dent Carol Nahaczewski, Michael
is enrolled in Champlain’s liberal
studies program.

Univ. of Hartford Tells
Dean’s List Students
AREA – The University of Hart-

ford in West Hartford, Conn. has
reported that Westfield residents Rick
Bugel and Annie Thode have joined
Jesse Rogowsky of Scotch Plains in
being named to the Dean’s List for
the fall 2003 semester.


