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County Freeholders
Approve Reduction
At Detention Center

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Freeholders
held their combined agenda and
regular meeting on January 22.
The proceedings were routine, with
no major developments relating to
county issues.

However, the bulk of the new
resolutions pertained to either
new contracts for services, or
renewal of previous contracts.
The evening also saw more de-
tails revealed regarding the Va-
cation Time Purchase Pilot Pro-
gram.

One notable resolution autho-
rized County Manager George
Devanney to reach an agreement
with additional counties to re-
duce the amount of juveniles in
the controversial juvenile deten-
tion center. The cost of this agree-
ment will not exceed $1.5 mil-
lion.

This resolution may be a sign
that Union County is finally ready
to begin serious exploration for a
new juvenile facility. The current
center has been plagued with many
problems, including the death of a
juvenile last year, as well as over-
crowding and structural deficien-
cies.

At the recent county reorganiza-
tion meeting, Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada let it be known
that he will make a new juvenile
detention center a top priority.

In terms of the budget, another
resolution involved the new Vaca-
tion Time Purchase Pilot Program.
This program, which was an-
nounced by the board at the pre-

vious meeting, had only applied
to contractual employees.

Under the program, the em-
ployees could “purchase” addi-
tional vacation time from the
county in exchange for sacrific-
ing a couple of days’ pay. For
example, an employee could ob-
tain an additional five vacation
days for three days’ pay. The reso-
lution now allows the program to
apply to non-contractual employ-
ees as well.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
praised the program as a dual ben-
efit for Union County.

“This looks like a very creative
way to not only help our employ-
ees, but save money in the pro-
cess,” he commented.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Bruce Patterson of
Garwood questioned whether the
board planned to hire temporary
employees to fill in for those vaca-
tioning under the program. He felt
that the county would have to com-
pensate for the lack of manpower
by bringing in additional help as
needed. This, he added, would
affect the budget in a negative
way.

“It looks like you’re going to be
hiring more people,” said Mr.
Patterson.

Mr. Devanney responded that
the county will not hire temporary
personnel, explaining that it will
be up to each department to “pick
up the slack” if an employee or
employees make use of the new
vacation program. Thus, the bud-
get would not be impacted in terms
of additional employment.

Mountainside BOE Presents
Proposed Budget for 2004-05

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The focus of the Mountainside
Board of Education meeting on Tues-
day night was the proposed budget
for the 2004-05 school year. The
board made it clear that the budget
was only a draft and the numbers
were preliminary and subject to
change.

The budget for grades Moppet
through eight were discussed, as well
as special education, co-curricular
activities, both athletic and non-ath-
letic, attendance, health, speech,
guidance, improvement of instruc-
tion, media/AV, staff training and
summer school. Most categories
showed a modest increase over last
year’s budget.

The athletic department was allot-
ted increased funds totaling approxi-
mately $6,000 in order to allow for
the purchase of equipment for
Beechwood School, as well as uni-
forms and supplies.

The board will present the re-
mainder of the proposed budget at
the next regularly scheduled board

meeting on February 10. The pre-
sentation will include out of district
tuition, school and general admin-
istration, child study team, opera-
tion and maintenance, business sup-
port, student transportation, capital
outlay for equipment and employee
benefits.

Applications are available at the
BOE office for anyone interested in
running for the board this year. The
deadline for submitting an applica-
tion is March 1. Elections will be
held on April 20, from 2 to 9 p.m.

The board approved a reduction in
the scope of work to be preformed at
Deerfield School. They reduced the
contract with Paul Otto Building
Company in the amount of $521,426.
The board was not specific about
what reductions to the project will be
made.

The contract of employment be-
tween the Mountainside School Dis-
trict and kindergarten teacher
Michelle Marrazzo has been termi-
nated effective March 26. She was
involved in an incident concerning
the police while on school property

during the Christmas break. A per-
manent replacement for the position
will be announced in the near future.

The board is forming a Criteria
Committee to set the framework for
what type of chief school administra-
tor the district is looking for to replace
Dr. Gerard Schaller, when his resig-
nation takes effect on June 30. Any-
one interested in serving on the com-
mittee should contact the board.

Residents confronted Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi and voiced their
concern over an article in the Star
Ledger on Sunday stating that many
top school districts in New Jersey are
finding it difficult to fill the position
of chief school administrator. The
article indicated that the search can
take six months or longer to find a
qualified candidate — and some dis-
tricts are left scrambling.

Parents are concerned over the fact
that the board has known of Dr.
Schaller’s resignation for months and
have not yet begun the interviewing
process.

“I’m not worried and neither is the
board,” Mr. Goggi said. “Worst comes
to worse, we can hire an interim. We
will attract two types of people in
this district, young and up-and-com-
ing, or those trying to wind down
their career.”

“We are always behind the eight
ball and we are doing the same with
our search for a chief school admin-
istrator,” one concerned parent said.
Mr. Goggi stated that once the crite-
ria committee is formed, the search
would be underway.

The next regularly scheduled meet-
ing is February 10 at 8:00 p.m. at
Deerfield School.

HKT Report Spotlights Impact
Of Redevelopment on Schools

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A report from developer HKT
Nassau regarding luxury apartments
earmarked for two sites in Westfield,
which was recently given to Mayor
Gregory McDermott and the Town
Council, is now available for public
review on the Internet at
www.goleader.com/features. Resi-
dents obtained a copy of the report
from the town, which was then
scanned and posted on the Internet.

The call for the report was gener-
ated in 2003 from public discussion
regarding the financial and social
impacts of the proposed Westfield
redevelopment projects – particu-
larly in that it has been proposed that
the developments be exempt from
property taxes.

The projects instead call for pay-
ments to be made by the developer
directly to the Town of Westfield.
Under this arrangement, the school
system and the county would not
receive their share, which total ap-
proximately 80 percent of property
tax amounts.

The public argued that the school
system and the county would never-
theless be required to provide the
corresponding services and that, ul-

timately, this funding shortfall would
be assessed to existing residents.

The report by the developer is in-
tended to characterize the magni-
tude of this shortfall of school board
funding. A public discussion of this
report and its findings has not yet
occurred during the meetings of the
Westfield Town Council or the
Westfield Board of Education.

Commissioned by HKT Nassau,
which is headed by Robert Powell,
Jr., the final report of Richard B.
Reading Associates of Princeton,
dated November 10, 2003, is entitled
“Demographic Expectations – Pro-
posed Luxury Rental Apartments in
the Town of Westfield, Union County,
New Jersey.”

It assesses the likely impact on the
Westfield Public Schools of the two
proposed luxury apartment develop-
ments – one at South Avenue and the
other at Prospect/Elm Streets.

The report concludes that the pro-
posed apartment developments will
likely generate approximately six
public school children.

In drawing its conclusion, the re-
port cites surveys of recently con-
structed and occupied rental apart-
ments in luxury communities, in-
cluding those in Aberdeen Town-

ship, Fort Lee, Jersey City, West
Orange, Morristown and others on
the East Coast.

A summary of the report follows:
The residential development that

is proposed by HKT Nassau Associ-
ates, LLC anticipates the construc-
tion of 98 rental apartments at two
locations in the central portion of
Westfield. Overall, the proposed
rental units include 51 one-bedroom
apartments, 45 two-bedroom apart-
ments, and two three-bedroom apart-
ments.

The site on South Avenue is pro-
posed for the development of 73
apartments, ranging in size from a
698-square-foot, one bedroom (36
units) to a 2,336-square-foot, three-
bedroom (two units). The monthly
payments proposed for the rentals
average $1,791 for the one-bedroom
units, $2,330 for the two-bedroom
units and $4,438 for the three-bed-
room units.

The site on Prospect and Elm is
proposed for the development of 25
rental apartments, ranging from 886-
square-foot, one-bedroom dwellings
(15 units) to 1,834-square-foot, two-
bedroom apartments (10 units). The
anticipated monthly rents are $2,060
for the one-bedroom units and $2,960
for the two-bedroom ones.

The report states that the housing
products are designed to appeal to
specific economic and demographic
segments of the market, comprised
of young professionals, empty nest-
ers and others that prefer the ameni-
ties, lifestyle and maintenance-free
living as evidenced by the monthly
rents to be paid.

The report starts with a summary
of the demographics of Westfield
and the school population, from the
period beginning in 1960 to the
present. It includes a historical pro-
file of the housing base and age
distribution of the population.

In 1960, the town’s population was
31,477. By 1970, the population had
risen to 33,720. In 1980, it decreased
to 30,447. The population had fur-
ther decreased to 28,870 by 1990.
The 2000 Census reported the popu-
lation to be 29,644. The mid-year
2002 population was estimated to be
30,028.

It states that the population ma-
tured from 1970 to 1990 from a
median age of 32.6 years to 37.6
years.

During the 1990s, it says a regen-
eration of the town’s housing inven-
tory occurred, as mature households
were replaced by younger (larger)
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MIRROR IMAGE…While spraying water on Mindowaskin Pond, a mirror
image of Westfield’s ladder truck was caught in this picture taken on
January 23.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE AT MINDOWASKIN PARK…A multitude a ice skaters enjoy the afternoon on the ice at
Mindowaskin pond on Sunday, January 25.

Westfield Council
Meeting Rescheduled

The agenda meeting for the
Westfield Town Council sched-
uled for last Tuesday night was
cancelled. The meeting has been
rescheduled for next Tuesday, at
7 p.m., before the regularly sched-
uled meeting.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GLIDING ON THE ICE…Westfield citizens and, perhaps, others enjoy skating on the ice at Mindowaskin Park last Sunday. Ice skate has been permitted since
January 23, thanks to the freezing temparture.

Westfield DPW Is
Ready For Snow

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

With the National Weather Ser-
vice predicting over eight inches
of snow for Tuesday into Wednes-
day morning, The Westfield Leader
contacted the Westfield Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) to
find out what they were doing to
prepare for the storm.

As of Tuesday afternoon, the
Westfield Department of Public
Works had its five salt trucks and
22 plows just waiting for the white
stuff to fall from the sky. There is
plenty of inventory of salt.

“We’re all ready to go,” DPW
Superintendent Claude Schaffer
told The Westfield Leader.
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Redevelopment

HAVE YOU SEEN HIM…This sketch was released by the Westfield Police
Department as a likeness of one of the armed robbers who escaped with monies
from a bread store in downtown Westfield on December 22. A reward is being
offered of up to $5,000 for information on his identity.

Recent Home Sales

Westfield Home Sales
Week of January 5

Richard and Bridget Nisivoccia to
Christopher and Michelle Fetes, 907
Bailey Court, $1,137,000.

Tzong-Jer Wei and Li-Hua Wei to
Stone Creek Realty, LLC, 740
Lawrence Avenue M/A: P.O. Box 67
Gillette, $925,000.

Robert and Kathi Olsen to Dominic
Mastoianni, 443 Edgewood Avenue M/

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

First Marking Period Honor Roll
Revealed at Roosevelt Intermediate

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School Principal Dr. Kenneth
Shulack has announced that 278 stu-
dents or 58 percent of the seventh and
eighth grade student body were named
to the First Marking Period Honor Roll
for the 2003-2004 school year.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 44 PUPILS

Kathryn Abruzzo Elizabeth Lisooey
Nicole Aloupis Maria Lomaka
Thomas An Daniel Ludlum
Kimberly Berke Catherine Maguire
Samuel Berse Kathryn Millen
Sara Birkenthal Shannon Murray
Ryan Brown Lauren Nemiroff
Morgan Bunting Mairead O’Boyle
Ariel Burns Anne Re
Julia Burns Christopher Rhodes
Erin Cahill Christiana Ricciuti
Kristina Chabrier Eriene-Heidi Sidhom
Amanda Chang Lauren Sullivan
Meredith Clark Marguerite Sulmont
Christopher Delafuente Katherine Taylor
Daniel Dickstein Alexandra Tunis
Amanda Garfinkel Stephanie Wang
Briana Goncalves George Wharam
Eric Hagstrom Peter Williams
Tara Handza Alan Workman
Molly Hudelson Michael Zhu
Gabrielle Jakub Tara Zierler

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 95 PUPILS

Neil Amato Charlotte Morabito
Robert Angus Daniel Morse
Elizabeth Antonelli Anna Morton
Julian Applebaum Amanda Mosner
David Babetski Taylor Murtishaw
Ankita Bilolikar Elaheh Nozari
Max Blum Nicole Papdopoulos
Amy Brown Kiran Patankar
Jack Camillo Jacyln Pellicano
Spencer Cassidy William Scot Perry
Jane Cederroth Alexander Powell
Vasilis Chantzis Edward Purcell
Rebecca Clapp Thomas Purcell
Dylan Clark Philip Queller
Philip Cohn Caroline Raba
Craig Dyer Eric Rachman
Matthew Fechter Samuel Rackear
Margaret Flannery Ryan Ragoza
Michael Foley Justin Ramalho
Charles Fraites Casey Reimlinger
Zachary Frantz Philip Reynolds
Elizabeth Fredas Nicole Rosenberg
Anne Fruchtman Jenna Roth
Caitlin Glackin Hannah Rubin
Jessie Goldstein Brigid Ryan
Christopher Graf Elizabeth Schoenbach
Kelsey Greenfield Joshua Schwartz
Brian Hart Kyler Sexton
Kyle Hayden Melissa Shulman
Dylan Heneck Dara Silverman
Connor Jennings Cassandra Simcox
Will John Amanda Simmons
Matthew Karnofsky Elizabeth Smith
James Kazazis Todd Souders
Emily Kline Maxwell Sugarman
Daniel Klizas Daniel Sullivan
Joseph Kopser Ravi Tamboli
Ethan Krell Michael Tormey
Charles Laird Patrick Tresnan
Michael Lessner Alexa Vendetti
Allison Lowenstein Sean Wicks
Gregory Luppescu Jamie Wisniewski
Taylor Manetti Kyle Wright
Kyle Marsh Julianne Yee
Kathryn Martin Patrick Younger
William Mascarich, 3rd Daniel Zavaro
Nicholas Mavrogiannis Arielle Ziering

Jordyn Zucker

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 65 PUPILS

Marlee Austin Ryan Kuppersmith
Andrew Bakst Max Lazar
Erin Bange Da (Deborah) Lee
Cameron Banta Mary Mahoney
Claire Bennett Benjamin Maimon
Anusuya Bharadwaj Daniel Markowski
Caitlin Burke Matthew McCurdy
Robert Castelo Rebecca McNulty
Stephen Chan Pratik Mehta
Christopher Chin Zachary Minken
Alex Colucci Kimberly Morawski
Jordana Confino Marissa Mumford
Kyle Cortley Haley Mustard

Emily Cozzi Kevin Neylan
Benjamin Dornfeld Corrine Parkinson
Emily Doskow Kevin Paul
William Eisenberg Alexandra Pecora
Michele Eniclerico Josephine Reinhardt
Maya Fine Pincus Crista Ricci
Vincent Fitzpatrick Erin Scialabba
Christopher Franks Kevin Shallcross
Nicholas Fusaro Melissa Souto
Katherine Gelinne Danielle Tepper
Matthew Gralla Elena Tinfow
Britta Greene Lindsay Tishberg
Alexander Greenspan Anna-Marie Valentine
Peter Griesmer Cindy Wang
Brandon Heroux Michael Weinberg
Caitlin Hewitt Daniela Weiner
Melanie Jackson Hannah Weisman
Dean Kowalski Trevor Yee
Tim Kuehn Katharine Young

Lisa Zavetz

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 84 PUPILS

Timothy Adamcik John Levidy
Alexandra Annis Kathryn Lewis
Andres Betancourt Nicolas LiVolsi
Matthew Blutfield Daniel Liebowitz
Laryssa Borkowsky Joseph Maran
Jessica Campo Harry Marino
AJ Cerami Catherine Marvin
Raymond Connery Katherine Meylor
Caitlin Corkery Michael Mosier
Stefanie Crosta Michael Nika
Barbara D’Agosto Kate O’Connor
Victoria Dardov Gabrielle O’Leary
Joshua David Melia Parsloe
Ian Devaney Alyssa Porchetta
Jared Dornfeld Ionna Protogiannis
Rose Driscoll Alice Pyo
Evan Eisenberg Stephanie Quinton
Elizabeth Engel Mark Reimlinger
Josefine Eriksson Jorie Richlin-Zack
Craig Esposito Kimberly Ripperger
Meghan Evans Andrew Rosenberg
Matthew Feniger Stephanie Rowe
Bryan Fitzpatrick Zachary Rubin

Cornelius Fitzpatrick Kirk Sabnani
Michael Fitzpatrick Daniel Santry
Cyrene Foltz Ellen Scariati
Alexander Fruchtman Tessa Schaaf
Emily Fusco Kelly Seeger
Rachel Ganz James Seip
Aidan Granstrand Luke Shane
Rachel Gray Allison Sharkey
Matthew Green Megan Sherman
Jared Greene Deborah Siegel
Elizabeth Hawkins Alexandra Sisto
James Heffernan Casey Steinberg
Benjamin Hiller Melissa Virzi
Lauren Huff Emily Walus
Christine Kandigian Zacharie Weingarten
Michael Kane Hannah Wharam
Lauren Krichilsky Dmenick Wissel
Allison Land Eric Zagorski
Eunsol-Vickt Lee Xinyi (Ed) Zhang

Westfield Home Sales
Week of December 29, 2003

William and D. Janell Hunnell to
John and Sheila Gagliano, 750
Lawrence Avenue, $1,150,000.

John and Sheila Gagliano to Carl
and Liza Gambello, 341 Dudley Av-
enue, West, $763,000.

Henry and Jane Kelly to John and
Susan Taylor, III, 1050 Wychwood
Road, $1,530,000.

Craig and Bonnie Glover to Reloca-
tion Resources International, Inc., 11
Carol Road M/A: 120 Longwater Drive
Norwell, MA, $488,000.

Relocations Resources International,
Inc. to Joao and Helena Ramos, 11
Carol Road, $488,000.

John Edwin and Susan Alyce Taylor
to David and Alison Cohen, 300 Lin-
den Avenue M/A: 755 Winyah Avenue,
$935,000.

Westfield Prime Properties, LLC to
William and Rita Villane, 570
Cumberland Street, $450,000.

Robert and Mary Ellen Campagna
to Carol Addy and Eugene O’Donnell,
Jr., 841 Dorian Road, $559,000.

Shane and Anne Edmondson to Mark
and Sarah Galante, 232 Hazel Avenue,
$464,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Wanki and Maureen Cho, 526
Codding Road, $654,400.

Yuxiang Xing and Lin Wang to Juan
and Carmen Lledo, 549 Trinity Place,
$495,000.

Akbar Moghaddas and Shahin Parsi
and Keith and Megan Parsi to Alan
Tabak, 115 Cacciola Place M/A: P.O.
Box 1384 Summit, $460,000.

Cynthia Schofield to Warren
Hanscom, 748 East Broad Street M/A:
740 East Broad Street, $360,000.

Kenneth and Julie Janoski to Timo-
thy Elliot and Diana Cardenas Elliot,
631 Summit Avenue, $655,000.

James Conner to Christopher and
Lori Flynn, 535 Shackamaxon Drive,
$715,000.

Gerard and Mary Lou Mackle to
Terence and Elisa Gallagher, 851 Bou-
levard, $680,000.

Diverse Development, LLC to David
and Lori Danieli, 138 Greene Place,
$570,000.

Joseph Sacchetti to John Lahoud,
945 Beverly Drive, $367,000.

Charles Heyder to Kenneth Metz,
147 Harrow Road, $365,500.

Daniel and Kathleen Murphy to
Stephen Johnson and Leslie Quinn,
164 Landsdowne Avenue, $527,000.

Eugene Shiwotsuka to Mieko
Calugay, 619 Ardsleigh Drive,
$224,000.

A: 5 Marion Lane Scotch Plains,
$370,000.

Michael and Dawn Hayes to Stuart
and Joanne Turner, 155 Dudley Av-
enue, West, $695,000.

Ursula Sanjamino to Carolyn
Milhiser, 530 Alden Avenue, $850,000.

Keith and Sylvia Reihl to Richard
and Bridget Nisivoccia, 534 Alden
Avenue, $829,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Adam and Joanne Pass, 811 Franklin
Avenue, $890,000.

Charles and Olga Dipierro to Stuart
and Jane Baker, 700 Woodland Avenue
M/A: 1001 Wychwood Road,
$950,000.

Richard and Nina Rosenberg to
Steven and Sherrie Natko, 884 Winyah
Avenue, $895,000.

Mark Swingle and Mary Caye
McCourt to Craig and Bernadette
Gatto, 716 Oak Avenue, $450,000.

Edward and Patricia Jakibowski
to William Zeller and Maria Susana
Mac lean ,  8  S tan ley  Oval ,
$932,500.

Craig and Stephanie Johnson to
James and Maureen McCutcheon, 162
Harrison Avenue, $795,000.

Kerry Gelb to Jeffrey and Virginia
Smith, 260 Walnut Street M/A: 6
Bradson Court, $380,000.

Stuart and Joanne Turner to Aaron
Kramer and Charlotte E.M. Kramer,
134 Ludlow Place, $469,900.

Kenneth and Patricia Manganiello
to Kenneth and Suzanne Welsh, 639
Dorian Road, $587,000.

Richard Buontempo to Robert and
Dana Houck, 502 Codding Road,
$642,000.

Maurice and Charlotte Walton to
Eloise Printz, 585 Trinity Place,
$360,000.

Concetta Klein to Tu Ming Yang,
744 Central Avenue, $190,000.

Ronald and Cynthia Bansky to Brian
and Phyllis Knutson, 210 Grove Street,
West, $409,900.

Ruperto Zolayvar and Laura Kaye
Watson to James Yukon and Kin Ming
Li, 536 Grove Street, West, $375,000.

Howard Reichback and Claudia
Hudson to Bruce and Rachel
Binkowitz, 18 Bates Way, $645,000.

Arum Gera and Ishween Sethi to
Michael and Maureen Scanlan, 827
Willow Grove Road, $435,000.

Jeanne Hamway to Ronald and
Cynthia Bansky, 34 Normandy Drive,
$779,900.

Ann LaCorte to Messercola Bros
Building Co., Inc., 1123 Grandview
Avenue M/A: 89 East Drive, Watchung,
$330,000.

Ryan and Kara Rever to Joseph and
Joelene Ritter, 1119 Grandview Av-
enue, $479,900.

Martha McCarthy to Howard
Reichback and Claudia Hudson, 1124
Rahway Avenue, $350,000.

Brian and Jennifer Power to Patrick
Murray Hayden and Denise Murray
Hayden, 209 Ayliffe Avenue, $365,000.

Raymond Mrione and Carol Ann
Marione to James and Nicole Halleran,
1823 Boynton Avenue, $426,300.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
• Marcus Rawls, 35, of Newark was

arrested in the 300 block of South Av-
enue and charged with possession of a
stolen credit card, for which he was held
on $5,000 bail.

Rawls was also taken into custody on
two active contempt of court warrants,
one issued by the Belleville Municipal
Court, with bail set at $914, and the other
by the Kearny Municipal Court, with
bail set at $210. He was transported to
the Union County Jail.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
• An East Grove Street resident re-

ported the theft of her one carat diamond
engagement ring from the bedroom of
her home.

• Ioannis Marmarou, 23, of Garwood
was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters and charged with aggravated
assault and possession of a weapon, iden-
tified by police as a crowbar.

The arrest was made in connection
with an assault that took place on De-
cember 29, 2003 in the 600 block of
Boulevard. Marmarou was subsequently
released on $1,500 bail.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
• Steven Kirschner, 51, of Spring-

field was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Central Avenue near
Clover Street.

He was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor vehicle.
Kirschner was released on his own re-
cognizance after summonses were is-
sued.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
• A Shackamaxon Drive resident re-

ported that an unknown person obtained
his checking account number and used it
to manufacture checks that were cashed
against his account in the amount of
$2,028.59.

• Police reported that unknown per-
sons entered motor vehicles on four sepa-
rate Westfield streets, with money and
various forms of personal property hav-
ing been removed from them.

Two of the incidents occurred on Sum-
mit Avenue, while the other three took
place on Sandy Hill Road, Faulkner Drive
and North Cottage Place.

Fairview Cemetery Trustees Dedicate
Willow View Mausoleum in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Trustees of

Fairview Cemetery recently dedi-
cated the new Willow View Mauso-
leum. Willow View represents a new
concept in memorial property. The
building is over 400 feet long, is built
into the grade from East Broad Street
to Bonnell Pond, and is not visible
from East Broad Street.

The designer, Westfield Architect
Barbara Vincentsen, of Vincentsen
Associates LLP, has created the
unique innovative design.

The dedication ceremony was con-
vened by Everson F. Pearsall, Presi-
dent of the Board. Reflections and
prayers were offered by Reverend
Andrew Hamersley of St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, and Rabbi Douglas
Sagal of Temple Emanu-El,
Westfield, and Monsignor John
O’Connor of St. Ann’s R.C. Church

in Garwood.
Councilman Rafael Betancourt

spoke for the Town of Westfield. Ar-
chitect Vincentsen discussed her very
unique creation. Trustee Frank J.
Abella, Jr. and Superintendent Rich-
ard Ralph concluded the dedication
and invited the guests to a reception.

Since its founding in 1868,
Fairview Cemetery has faithfully
served the local New Jersey commu-
nity, as a non-sectarian, non-profit
organization, owned and operated
solely for the benefit of its property
owners. The cemetery is in an area of
natural beauty. Rolling wooded hills
surround a tree lined pond, tastefully
landscaped and expertly maintained.

Fairview has recently been ac-
cepted as a member of the American
Association of Botanical Gardens
and Arboreta.

ALMOST TO THE TOP...The United Way of Westfield has raised $617,837,
or 88 percent of its goal of $700,000 for the 2003-2004 campaign. “When you
think about giving, remember that every donation to the Westfield United
Way makes a difference because someone is counting on your help. The
United Way is the best way to help the most people – people you may never
meet but who deeply appreciate your support. Reaching 100 percent of our
goal establishes us to fully fund our commitment to our 22 member agencies
serving all Westfielders,” noted Campaign Chairman Rich Bagger. Contri-
butions may still be sent to 301 North Avenue, West, Westfield, NJ 07090.

homes with an increased presence of
public school children.

Between 1990 and 2000, the num-
ber of “mature” residents, aged 55 to
74, in Westfield declined from 5,484
to 4,573 persons.

Although the population declined
during the 1970s and 1980s, Westfield
experienced an increase its housing
inventory since 1960.

In 1980, 8,145 of the 10,271 occu-
pied housing units, or 79.3 percent,
were reported to be owner-occupied.
The median value of owner-occu-
pied housing units was $92,600 in
1980.

At the time of the 1990 Census,
Westfield had a total of 10,588 hous-
ing units, of which 10,289 were oc-
cupied, including 8,363 owner-oc-
cupied homes.

Between the 1990 and 2000 Cen-
sus, the total number of housing units
increased from 10,588 to 10,819.

During the 1975-1976 school year,
the Westfield public schools reported
a total enrollment of 7,446 public
school children. By the 1989-1990
school year, enrollment had de-
creased by 3,102 students (41.7 per-
cent), for a total of 4,344.

The number of students enrolled
in the local school district then in-
creased – totaling 5,844 for the 1999-
2000 school year. Despite the recent
increases in enrollment, there were
1,602 fewer students in the local
school district during the 1999-2000
school year than were enrolled in the
1975-1976 school year.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

SERVICE WELL DONE…Pictured above are some of the Westfield Police Officers who received awards for work above
and beyond the call of duty. There where 45 Westfield Police awards and two civilian awards given out at the Town Council
meeting January 20.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW CONSTRUCTION…The site of the former Reilley Oldsmobile in Westfield
is the proposed new location for Commerce Bank. Reilley Oldsmobile is located
on 552-560 North Avenue in Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAUSOLEUM DEDICATION…The Trustees of Fairview Cemetery, Westfield,
recently dedicated the new Willow View Mausoleum. Founded in 1868, Fairview
Cemetery has faithfully served the local New Jersey community, as a non-
sectarian, non-profit organization.
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Native American Mascot Will
Change in SP-F Public Schools

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Last Thursday night, Dr. David
Heisey, Principal of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, informed the
school board that the long-time dis-
trict mascot, the Native American
silhouette, would be replaced.

Since October, Dr. Heisey has been
notified that the New Jersey Com-
missioner of Education recommends
that school districts abolish symbols
of Native Americans to represent
schools.

Organizations such as the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, NAACP, the
New York State Board of Education
and the New Jersey Board of Educa-
tion also advocate the removal of
Native American symbols used as
mascots.

Dr. Heisey formed a committee
comprised of students, teachers,
coaches, athletic boosters and school
board members who have researched
the sensitive issue.

According to Dr. Heisey, New York
has issued statewide legislation ban-
ning the use of Native American
symbols, and he believes the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district
should act similarly.

“It is time for us to move away
from the Native American mascot,”
he said. However, the district plans
to retain the name “Raiders,” as well
as the traditional blue and white
school colors.

The committee, which outlined
guidelines for a contest that encour-
ages students to submit ideas and
designs for a new logo or mascot,
will select acceptable submissions.
The student body will vote for their
favorite suggestion.

The submission deadline is Fri-
day, April 30, and a new mascot
should be introduced by May. Yet,
officials indicated that the process of
replacing the Native American sil-
houette with the new choice would
take time.

“The Native American symbol is
not going to disappear,” assured Dr.
Heisey, but rather be phased out over
the next couple of years.

Dr. Heisey also spoke to the board
about the military’s presence at the
high school, which has been an issue
of concern among parents as well as
board members.

In accordance with the No Child
Left Behind and National Defense
Authorization Act, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School is required to
give the military a list of all juniors
and seniors in attendance. Parents,
however, are given notice and can
“opt” to have their children removed
from the list.

Military representatives also visit
the high school throughout the year,
although these visits have no rela-
tionship to the list the school is man-
dated to provide.

According to Dr. Heisey, the Ma-
rines visit five to eight times during
the year, while the other divisions,
such as the Navy and the Army, visit
once or twice.

Dr. Heisey explained that officers
organized a table in the cafeteria to
provide resources and information
to students. Military officials also
lead physical education classes to
show students the various forms of
physical activity undertaken in the
military.

Since recent concerns have been
expressed, Dr. Heisey said he would
take extra measures to ensure that
students are not being “bullied” or
“recruited” by officers. A form will
be mailed to notify parents when the
military will be leading gym classes
and students will be able to be ex-
cused.

In other board matters, Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi re-
ported that there will be a narrow
window for the community to under-
stand the new budget, due to the
short turn around time from when
state aid is received until the board is
expected to adopt the final budget.

Mr. Del Sordi said the areas with
the most increase in spending will be
employee benefits, special educa-
tion tuition, contracted salaries, in-
surance, and costs associated with
the increased enrollment. The board
is not expecting an increase in finan-
cial assistance from the state.

The board will hold its Open
Agenda Meeting on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 12.

County Freeholders Approve
Reduction At Detention Center

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Freeholders
held their combined agenda and regu-
lar meeting on January 22. The pro-
ceedings were routine, with no ma-
jor developments relating to county
issues.

However, the bulk of the new
resolutions pertained to either new
contracts for services, or renewal
of previous contracts. The evening
also saw more details revealed re-
garding the Vacation Time Purchase
Pilot Program.

One notable resolution autho-
rized County Manager George
Devanney to reach an agreement
with additional counties to reduce
the amount of juveniles in the con-
troversial juvenile detention cen-
ter. The cost of this agreement will
not exceed $1.5 million.

This resolution may be a sign that
Union County is finally ready to
begin serious exploration for a new
juvenile facility. The current center
has been plagued with many prob-
lems, including the death of a juve-
nile last year, as well as overcrowd-
ing and structural deficiencies.

At the recent county reorganiza-
tion, Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada let it be known that he will
make a new juvenile detention cen-
ter a top priority.

In terms of the budget, another
resolution involved the new Vaca-
tion Time Purchase Pilot Program.
This program, which was announced
by the board at the previous meet-
ing, had only applied to contrac-
tual employees.

Under the program, the employees
could “purchase” additional vaca-
tion time from the county in ex-
change for sacrificing a couple of
days’ pay. For example, an employee
could obtain an additional five vaca-
tion days for three days’ pay. The
resolution now allows the program
to apply to non-contractual employ-
ees as well.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
praised the program as a dual benefit
for Union County.

“This looks like a very creative

way to not only help our employees,
but save money in the process,” he
commented.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Bruce Patterson of Garwood
questioned whether the board
planned to hire temporary employ-
ees to fill in for those vacationing
under the program. He felt that the
county would have to compensate
for the lack of manpower by bringing
in additional help as needed. This, he
added, would affect the budget in a
negative way.

“It looks like you’re going to be
hiring more people,” said Mr.
Patterson.

Mr. Devanney responded that the
county will not hire temporary per-
sonnel, explaining that it will be up to
each department to “pick up the slack”
if an employee or employees make
use of the new vacation program.
Thus, the budget would not be im-
pacted in terms of additional employ-
ment.

Planning Bd. Gears Up
For 2004 Applications

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
has yet to hear any new applications
this year, but does have several cur-
rently under review that will be con-
sidered in the weeks ahead.

The board held a brief public meet-
ing on Monday evening before going
into closed session to interview Mary
Moody, a potential professional plan-
ner. There was no indication of any
timetable for the hiring of a planner.

During the public portion of the
meeting, board member Maria Sartor,
who heads the zoning committee, listed
several items that will be addressed by
the committee this year, including the
sign ordinance for Route 22, the flood
ordinance and recodification of the
local construction code regulations.

While she wasn’t certain that work
on these and other matters would be
completed by the end of the year,
Ms. Sartor asked the board members
to provide her with any other areas
that may be worth looking into dur-
ing the committee’s planned 18 meet-
ings this year.

The committee is composed of

Ms. Sartor, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato, Board Chairman Joseph
Doyle, Harriet Shafran and Michael
Michalisin.

Among the applications currently
under review are a major subdivision
application on Pheasant Lane, submit-
ted by Ernest Fantini/Better View
Homes; a minor subdivision at 416
Flanders Avenue, submitted by
Romano DiNizo; a waiver of a site
plan to use part of a residence at 709
Westfield Road for an attorney’s of-
fice, submitted by Susan Judge; a site
plan for a storage yard at 1 Lindsey
Avenue, submitted by A. Deluca Pav-
ing LLC; a minor subdivision at 42
Blue Ridge Circle, submitted by M&M
Real Estate, and a minor subdivision at
2310 Morse Avenue planned by D.
Villane Construction LLC.

Mayor Martin Marks will appoint
Mr. Michalisin to be the Planning
Board’s representative to the Township
Environmental Commission, replacing
Ken Greenman. It is required that a
member of the board serve on the Envi-
ronmental Commission, and vice-versa.

The Planning Board’s next meet-
ing will be on Monday, February 9.
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Fanwood Council Discusses State Aid
And Municipal Alliance Grant

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s mayor and council held
a special meeting on Monday night
at Borough Hall to discuss the 2004
Municipal Budget Review.

The meeting began with a discus-
sion of the “extraordinary aid” that
Mayor Colleen Mahr intends to ap-
ply for from the State of New Jersey.
Mayor Mahr explained that the aid is
available for “extraordinary items
that we cannot control,” and that she
met with the Commissioner’s Office
of Community Affairs, which indi-
cated Fanwood might be eligible.

In order to receive such financial
assistance, the borough must pro-
vide the state with a completed ap-
plication and un-audited financial
statements. In addition, Fanwood’s
budget must have been introduced,
but is not required to have passed at
the date of the application. Also, the
borough must show collection of
property taxes, and an increase in
taxes.

Having reviewed the statute de-
scribing the aid, Councilman Stuart
Kline voiced concern over the pos-
sible negative effects of accepting
money from the state. “The down-
side would be if this allows Trenton
to get more involved in the budget
and set parameters,” he said. He be-
lieves the aid would have “strings
attached,” that this issue is being
“rushed through” and that “the mat-
ter should be investigated more fully
before submitting an application.”

Mayor Mahr responded that she is
introducing the idea of the applica-
tion, but not yet committing the bor-
ough to accepting the funds. Coun-
cilwoman Donna Dolce pointed out
that there are three steps to the pro-
cess: first applying for the aid, then
finding out if Fanwood was approved

for assistance, then choosing to ac-
cept or decline the money.

“We are not binding ourselves yet;
we don’t have to accept it,” she said,
and pointed out that the mayor and
council cannot know if they will
qualify for the aid available if they
do not formally apply.

The mayor and council also dis-
cussed the cost of the contract the
borough has with the Westfield Re-
gional  Health Department, the of-
fice that handles Fanwood’s health
inspections.  The price of the con-
tract, it was explained, is based on
the population in the borough, as
calculated in the 2000 census, as
well as the number of food establish-
ments and the number of complaints
received.

The fees charged by other provid-

ers were researched last year, with a
decision to remain with the regional
health department. At Monday’s
meeting, after a discussion of other
possible providers, it was decided
that the department would be con-
tacted to discuss its fees.

A lengthy discussion was held re-
garding the Municipal Alliance
Grant. Council President Katherine
Mitchell read aloud the description
of the program, designed to “combat
substance abuse” in public schools.
Funds are received from the state,
and Fanwood is asked to match the
money.

Many activities are covered by the
grant money, including a Graduation
Party available to graduating high
school seniors, in the hope that stu-

Mayor Marks Optimistic
About Property Taxes

SID Committee
To Vote Feb. 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The steering committee looking
into the feasibility of setting up a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in downtown Scotch Plains will
vote next month on whether to move
forward with establishing a SID.

After a 90-minute committee
meeting Tuesday evening, some of
it quite spirited, the committee’s
10 core members set a vote for
Tuesday, February 10. Next week,
a meeting will be held to try to
resolve some outstanding and, to
some members, contentious issues.

While the steering committee is
in agreement on the virtues of a
SID and how it would be operated,
questions remain regarding assess-
ment on downtown properties. In a
SID, additional taxes are levied in
order to finance business district
improvements.

The proposed SID in Scotch
Plains would run along Park Av-
enue, from Route 22 to an area near
the post office, Front Street from
Park Avenue westward several
blocks, the length of East Second
Street and Westfield Avenue from
Park Avenue to Forest Road.

Committee member Seymour
Stein, who owns an antiques busi-
ness on East Second Street as well
as an office building on Front Street,
raised the matter of assessments
several times on Tuesday, saying
different types of properties should
be assessed at different levels.

He reasoned that retail-type busi-
nesses will benefit more from a
revitalized downtown than office
buildings and, thus, should pay a
higher assessment. Other members
disagreed, saying it was difficult to
quantify the benefits to a business
in relation to the assessments it
pays.

In attempting to estimate how
much a SID will cost to operate, the
committee earlier came up with an
initial assessment estimate of 50
cents per $100 of assessed value,
which would fund an annual bud-
get of about $150,000.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
the Township Council’s Liaison to
the committee, told the group that
the council, which would have to
formally create the SID via enact-
ment of an ordinance, would not
agree to such a high assessment.

The committee then revised its
figures to 35 cents per $100, to
finance a $100,000 budget, or, at
minimum, 25 cents per $100, to
finance a more scaled-back start-
ing budget of about $65,000. A
higher budget will allow for the
hiring of a full-time manager to
operate the SID, while a lower fig-
ure may mean engaging a part-time
administrator.

Other expenses include adminis-
trative costs, promotions and pub-
lic relations, and the hiring of an
individual to obtain grants.

After five months of committee
meetings, Councilwoman Malool
said on Tuesday, “we’re at a cross-
roads here. Something has to hap-
pen in the next couple of weeks.”

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks urged residents to join the
effort to put pressure on state law-
makers to address what he termed
“the archaic property tax system”
in New Jersey.

He also said that, thanks to an
improving revenue and surplus out-
look locally, “I guarantee we will
not be in the same situation as last
year,” when the municipal portion
of local property taxes rose 18
points.

During the Township Council’s
regular meeting Tuesday evening,
Mayor Marks read at length from
recent newspaper articles detailing
the property tax situation statewide,
and said it was important that state
legislators hear not only from local
elected officials on the matter, but
from residents themselves.

Noting a study stating that prop-
erty tax increases in New Jersey
last year were the highest since
1990, the Mayor added that Union
County municipalities were “par-
ticularly hard hit,” with several

towns seeing double-digit increases
in overall property tax bills.

Reading a quote from an aide to
Governor James McGreevey that
said large property tax increases
were the fault of mayors and boards
of education, Mr. Marks said state
officials were “shirking their re-
sponsibilities,” while calling the
aide’s remarks “entirely gutless.”

The mayor did paint a brighter
picture locally, saying that town-
ship revenues are stronger than last
year and that the local surplus is
also higher than last year’s
$950,000. The council is expected
to receive a proposed 2004 munici-
pal budget within the next week,
after which it will hold several bud-
get hearings to further scrutinize
the spending recommendations put
forth by Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

After the council finalizes the
budget, it is expected the spending
plan will be introduced sometime
in early spring.

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance that will pro-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WILL IT SNOW?…Joe of John’s Meat Market in Scotch Plains gestures to the
winter sky Tuesday afternoon, believing the forecast of the snow storm coming.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALTING UP…The Union County Department of Public Works on South
Avenue in Scotch Plains fills their trucks with plenty of salt Tuesday afternoon
in preparation for the winter storm that evening.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEART OF A SID?…The Township of Scotch Plains is contemplating a Special
Improvement District for downtown. The Park Avenue business district shown
above would form the heart of the proposed district.
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Fanwood Library to Resume
Friday Film Festival Series

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road, will re-
sume its Friday Film Festival in Feb-
ruary. All films are free and begin at
7:30 p.m. at the library.

The series will kick off on Febru-
ary 6 with Seabiscuit (PG-13), based
on the true story of the undersized
Depression-era racehorse whose vic-
tories lifted the spirits not only of the
three-man team behind it, but also of
the nation.

The swashbuckling adventure Pi-
rates of the Caribbean (PG) will be
shown on February 13. Johnny Depp
stars as Jack Sparrow, a rogue pirate
out to rescue the governor’s kid-
napped daughter from a band of
cursed pirates who exist between the
worlds of the living and the dead.

A Mighty Wind (PG-13), which is
described as a send-up of the folk
era, will be featured on February 20.
It captures the reunion of a 1960s trio
as it prepares for a Town Hall perfor-
mance to memorialize a recently
deceased concert promoter.

The month’s offerings will con-
clude February 27 with Tomb Raider:
The Cradle of Life (PG-13), starring
Angelina Jolie as archeologist and
explorer extraordinaire Lara Croft.
This action thriller finds the heroine
seeking to retrieve the mythical
Pandora’s Box from villains.

The series is co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, with the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASS ACT…Employees from Pantagis Renaissance pose on the stairs in one of their upper Banquet Halls. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Aleksey Kilgishov, Bar Manager; Al DeRienzo, Banquet Manager; Kathy Drivas, Office Manager;
and Jeff Harris, Maitre d’.

HKT Report Spotlights Impact
Of Redevelopment on Schools

She reiterated that the Township
Council would not enact a SID or-
dinance calling for assessments
much higher than 25 cents per $100.
She said there were numerous towns
that established SIDs with budgets
lower than $65,000 and were suc-
cessful.

She felt it was worthwhile to
“start small, build on that and show
some success” before expanding
operations, adding that the council
was beginning its 2004 budget dis-
cussions and that some township
government funding might be forth-
coming.

Richard Bousquet pointed out
that, with township funding as well
as grant money, the actual operat-
ing budget for the SID’s first year
could be closer to $85,000.

Barry Gaunt, owner of Vitamin
Express, said he wished the com-
mittee had known of the council’s
thinking on the assessment issue
earlier so that expansive budgets
and goals had not been tentatively
set using the higher assessment
rates.

He urged some caution, saying,
“we’re being pushed to vote just as
we’re discussing the meat and po-
tatoes” of the SID.

When he suggested holding off
the vote, Mrs. Malool noted that
the local political season would
soon be dawning and there was no
guarantee of the same level of sup-
port down the road.

When Michael Locasio asked
about specific projects that a SID
would pursue, other members listed
several, including more profession-
ally-run downtown events; a printed
directory of businesses and a re-
vamped web site; some negotiating

of group deals on such matters as
garbage collection, and local cable
television commercials advertising
the downtown business district.

Steve Goldberg, President of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, which has
handled most of the details of street
fairs and other downtown activi-
ties, said his organization “should
be a networking group” and not be
involved in running various shows
and events.

At its meeting next week, the
committee will attempt to come to
an agreement on how businesses
will be assessed, in hopes of gain-
ing a unanimous favorable vote on
Feb. 10. This week’s meeting was
the committee’s 16th session since
it was formed in September.

A favorable vote in two weeks
will lead to a larger meeting, set for
Thursday, February 19, during
which downtown business and prop-
erty owners will be briefed in de-
tail on how the establishment of a
SID will affect them.

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A report from developer HKT
Nassau regarding luxury apartments
earmarked for two sites in Westfield,
which was recently given to Mayor
Gregory McDermott and the Town
Council, is now available for public
review on the Internet at
www.goleader.com/features. Resi-
dents obtained a copy of the report
from the town, which was then
scanned and posted on the Internet.

The call for the report was gener-
ated in 2003 from public discussion
regarding the financial and social
impacts of the proposed Westfield
redevelopment projects – particu-
larly in that it has been proposed that
the developments be exempt from
property taxes.

The projects instead call for pay-
ments to be made by the developer
directly to the Town of Westfield.
Under this arrangement, the school
system and the county would not
receive their share, which total ap-
proximately 80 percent of property
tax amounts.

The public argued that the school
system and the county would never-
theless be required to provide the
corresponding services and that, ul-
timately, this funding shortfall would
be assessed to existing residents.

The report by the developer is in-
tended to characterize the magni-
tude of this shortfall of school board
funding. A public discussion of this
report and its findings has not yet
occurred during the meetings of the
Westfield Town Council or the
Westfield Board of Education.

Commissioned by HKT Nassau,
which is headed by Robert Powell,
Jr., the final report of Richard B.
Reading Associates of Princeton,

dated November 10, 2003, is entitled
“Demographic Expectations – Pro-
posed Luxury Rental Apartments in
the Town of Westfield, Union County,
New Jersey.”

It assesses the likely impact on the
Westfield Public Schools of the two
proposed luxury apartment develop-
ments – one at South Avenue and the
other at Prospect/Elm Streets.

The report concludes that the pro-
posed apartment developments will
likely generate approximately six
public school children.

In drawing its conclusion, the re-
port cites surveys of recently con-
structed and occupied rental apart-
ments in luxury communities, in-
cluding those in Aberdeen Town-
ship, Fort Lee, Jersey City, West
Orange, Morristown and others on
the East Coast.

A summary of the report follows:
The residential development that

is proposed by HKT Nassau Associ-
ates, LLC anticipates the construc-
tion of 98 rental apartments at two
locations in the central portion of
Westfield. Overall, the proposed
rental units include 51 one-bedroom
apartments, 45 two-bedroom apart-
ments, and two three-bedroom apart-
ments.

The site on South Avenue is pro-
posed for the development of 73
apartments, ranging in size from a
698-square-foot, one bedroom (36
units) to a 2,336-square-foot, three-
bedroom (two units). The monthly
payments proposed for the rentals
average $1,791 for the one-bedroom
units, $2,330 for the two-bedroom
units and $4,438 for the three-bed-
room units.

The site on Prospect and Elm is
proposed for the development of 25
rental apartments, ranging from 886-

square-foot, one-bedroom dwellings
(15 units) to 1,834-square-foot, two-
bedroom apartments (10 units). The
anticipated monthly rents are $2,060
for the one-bedroom units and $2,960
for the two-bedroom ones.

The report states that the housing
products are designed to appeal to
specific economic and demographic
segments of the market, comprised
of young professionals, empty nest-
ers and others that prefer the ameni-
ties, lifestyle and maintenance-free
living as evidenced by the monthly
rents to be paid.

The report starts with a summary
of the demographics of Westfield
and the school population, from the
period beginning in 1960 to the
present. It includes a historical pro-
file of the housing base and age
distribution of the population.

In 1960, the town’s population
was 31,477. By 1970, the popula-
tion had risen to 33,720. In 1980, it
decreased to 30,447. The popula-
tion had further decreased to 28,870
by 1990. The 2000 Census reported
the population to be 29,644. The
mid-year 2002 population was esti-
mated to be 30,028.

It states that the population ma-
tured from 1970 to 1990 from a
median age of 32.6 years to 37.6
years.

During the 1990s, it says a regen-
eration of the town’s housing inven-
tory occurred, as mature households
were replaced by younger (larger)
homes with an increased presence
of public school children.

Between 1990 and 2000, the num-
ber of “mature” residents, aged 55
to 74, in Westfield declined from
5,484 to 4,573 persons.

Although the population declined
during the 1970s and 1980s,
Westfield experienced an increase
its housing inventory since 1960.

In 1980, 8,145 of the 10,271 oc-
cupied housing units, or 79.3 per-
cent, were reported to be owner-
occupied. The median value of
owner-occupied housing units was
$92,600 in 1980.

At the time of the 1990 Census,
Westfield had a total of 10,588 hous-
ing units, of which 10,289 were
occupied, including 8,363 owner-
occupied homes.

Between the 1990 and 2000 Cen-
sus, the total number of housing
units increased from 10,588 to
10,819.

During the 1975-1976 school year,
the Westfield public schools reported
a total enrollment of 7,446 public
school children. By the 1989-1990
school year, enrollment had de-
creased by 3,102 students (41.7 per-
cent), for a total of 4,344.

The number of students enrolled
in the local school district then in-
creased – totaling 5,844 for the 1999-
2000 school year. Despite the recent
increases in enrollment, there were
1,602 fewer students in the local
school district during the 1999-2000
school year than were enrolled in
the 1975-1976 school year.

Mountainside BOE Presents
Proposed Budget for 2004-05

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The focus of the Mountainside
Board of Education meeting on Tues-
day night was the proposed budget
for the 2004-05 school year. The
board made it clear that the budget
was only a draft and the numbers
were preliminary and subject to
change.

The budget for grades Moppet
through eight were discussed, as well
as special education, co-curricular
activities, both athletic and non-ath-
letic, attendance, health, speech,
guidance, improvement of instruc-
tion, media/AV, staff training and
summer school. Most categories
showed a modest increase over last
year’s budget.

The athletic department was allot-
ted increased funds totaling approxi-
mately $6,000 in order to allow for
the purchase of equipment for
Beechwood School, as well as uni-
forms and supplies.

The board will present the remain-
der of the proposed budget at the
next regularly scheduled board meet-
ing on February 10. The presentation
will include out of district tuition,
school and general administration,
child study team, operation and main-
tenance, business support, student
transportation, capital outlay for
equipment and employee benefits.

Applications are available at the

BOE office for anyone interested in
running for the board this year. The
deadline for submitting an applica-
tion is March 1. Elections will be
held on April 20 from 2 to 9 p.m.

The board approved a reduction in
the scope of work for the construc-
tion contract with Paul Otto Build-
ing Company in the amount of
$521,426. The board was not spe-
cific about what reductions to the
project will be made.

The contract of employment be-
tween the Mountainside School Dis-
trict and kindergarten teacher
Michelle Marrazzo has been termi-
nated effective March 26. She was
involved in an incident involving the
police on school property during the
Christmas break. A permanent re-
placement will be announced in the
near future.

The board is forming a Criteria
Committee to set the framework for
what type chief school administrator
the district is looking for to replace
Dr. Gerard Schaller when his resig-
nation takes effect on June 30. Any-
one interested in being on the com-
mittee should contact the board.

Residents confronted Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi and voiced their
concern over an article in the Star
Ledger on Sunday stating that many
top school districts in New Jersey are
finding it difficult to fill the position
of chief school administrator. The

article indicated that the search can
take six months or longer to find a
qualified candidate — and some dis-
tricts are left scrambling.

Parents are concerned over the fact
that the board has known of Dr.
Schallers resignation for months and
hase not yet begun the interviewing
process.

“I’m not worried and neither is the
board,” Mr. Goggi said. “Worst comes
to worse, we can hire an interim. We
will attract two types of people in
this district, young and up-and-com-
ing, or those trying to wind down
their career.”

“We are always behind the eight
ball and we are doing the same with
our search for a chief school admin-
istrator,” one concerned parent said.
Mr. Goggi stated that once the crite-
ria committee is formed, the search
would be underway.

The next regularly scheduled meet-
ing is February 10 at 8:00 p.m. at
Deerfield School.

HAVE YOU SEEN HIM…This sketch was released by the Westfield Police
Department as a likeness of one of the armed robbers who escaped with monies
from a bread store in downtown Westfield on December 22. A reward is being
offered of up to $5,000 for background.

hibit parking on the south side of
Evergreen Avenue, between Cedar
Street and Pine Street, in front of
Evergreen School, from 8 to 9 a.m.
on school days. While parking will
be prohibited, cars will be permitted
to drop off students during that time.

The council also approved a reso-
lution authorizing Scotch Plains’
participation for another year in the
Union County S.L.A.P. (Sheriff’s
Labor Assistance Program) initia-
tive, in which non-violent offenders
are made available to towns to per-
form certain jobs.

Under the arrangement, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Clark will share
workers. The program will provide a
sheriff’s officer and an average of six
workers, five days per week during
the year, with the workers rotating in
two-week shifts between the three
towns. The total cost of the program
is slightly more than $38,000, with
Scotch Plains’ share equaling
$12,766.

Two ordinances were introduced
on Tuesday, with public hearings for
both scheduled for Tuesday, Febru-
ary 10. The first appropriates
$130,000 from the state Department
of Transportation’s Trust Grant Fund
for use in a resurfacing project on a
section of Plainfield Avenue.

The second ordinance will slightly
raise membership, greens and other
fees at the Scotch Hills Country Club.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Marks

dents would attend this dry event,
versus other parties that may serve
alcohol or offer drugs.

Several council members weighed
in with their opinions on whether
borough dollars should be spent on
this program. Councilman Kline re-
quested clarification on the services
provided by the program.  He feels
that it is “an inappropriate expendi-
ture of taxpayer dollars,” and asked,
“Should municipal government do
this? This is a personal matter that
should be handled by parents.” Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar countered, “it
is a worthwhile investment to make
in our community.”

Councilwoman Dolce believes “it
is a good program but we should find
financing from other sources, go af-
ter private sector money, perhaps
from corporations.” The mayor and
council decided to obtain more in-
formation before making a decision.

Other subjects, such as Engineer-
ing and Public Works, the Fanwood
Memorial Library, and the decision
not to go ahead with the jitney bus
service will be discussed in separate
meetings to be held in the next few
weeks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Budget

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOON TO BE A THING OF THE PAST…The Raider emblem at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School is soon to become a thing of the past since is has been ruled
potentially insulting to native Americans. The emblem exists on the walls, new
uniforms, the wrestling mat and numerous other things amounting to thousands
of dollars to make the change. The Raider name, however, will remain.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains SID

Program to Address
Finances With Divorce

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Cen-
ter for Women and Families
(CWF) in Scotch Plains will
present “Controlling Your Fi-
nances – Before and After Di-
vorce” on Tuesday, February 3,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

The program will focus on man-
aging one’s financial situation, in-
cluding hiring professionals, gath-
ering data, identifying one’s fi-
nancial position and gaining con-
fidence.

This event will be held at CWF
headquarters, located at 1801 East
Second Street. To register or for
more information, please call
(908) 322-6007.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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DEVOTED VOLUNTEER…The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
granted Nancy Walbert its Volunteer of the Year award. Pictured, left to right
are: Elizabeth and Lucy van Iperen, Betty List, David Foltz, Ms. Walbert, Kathy
Mulvaney, Diane Stone, Linda Zultanky, Frank Mulvaney and David Mueller.

Walbert Named Westfield
Volunteer of the Year

Cranford Redevelopment
And Parking Deck Advances

Stem Cell Legislation Puts
New Jersey At Forefront

By GOVERNOR JAMES MCGREEVEY

TRENTON — New Jersey has long
been a leader in treating diseases and
saving lives. We are blessed with world-
class physicians, research scientists, hos-
pitals and medical research institutions.
Fifteen of the world’s top 20pharmaceu-
tical companies have major investments
in our state. We have a tradition of
innovation and advancing the frontiers
of science.

On January 4, we took the next step in
medical science when I signed a new law
that makes us only the second state to
allow groundbreaking stem cell research.
Stem cells are a relatively new discovery
and they hold great promise for treating
the most intractable and dreaded dis-
eases. Stem cells are human cells that
have not yet become specialized; they
can develop into or form any type of cell
in the human body. It may be possible to
use them to regenerate and repair dam-
aged and defective cells in a person’s
body.

This cutting-edge research may hold
the cure for a host of degenerative and
chronic diseases, such as diabetes,
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, ALS, cancer,
and spinal cord injuries. These are dis-
eases that are hard to treat and currently
impossible to cure, robbing individuals
of their health and independence, and
ravaging the lives of the ones they love.
This new law gives those families real
hope that in the coming years we will at
last find a cure.

If so, we want that discovery to take
place, not in Europe or Australia, but
right here in New Jersey. For that to
happen, scientists must know that we
value and support their groundbreaking

research. Dr. Clifton Lacy, New Jersey’s
Health and Senior Services Commis-
sioner, has said that this law “will serve
as a magnet to bring scientists and the
greatest minds into New Jersey to have
the innovations take place here. New
Jersey will be at the forefront of scientific
advancement in our country.”

I was pleased to be joined at the bill
signing by actor Christopher Reeve, who
suffered a paralyzing spinal cord injury
as the result of a horse-riding accident in
1995. He has become an eloquent and
outspoken advocate for stem cell re-
search. At the ceremony he said: “It is not
about what stem cells will do for one
individual. It is about whether or not we
have the courage to protect the freedom
of scientific inquiry.”

This new law is a strong statement to
rest of the world. In New Jersey, we
embrace the possible. We do not accept
the inevitability of suffering and pain.
Rather, we will use the gifts that we have
been given – our inquisitive nature, our
reasoning mind – and use them to foster
the kind of research that will put an end
to the most insidious diseases to ever
plague humanity. At the same time, this
law contains strong provisions banning
human cloning, making it a crime pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in jail.

As far as humanity has come, some of
our most basic afflictions remain. It would
be irresponsible and unethical in the
extreme to allow people and their fami-
lies to continue in suffering and pain
while cures may yet exist – just out of
reach. Through this new law, we will
keep New Jersey on the forefront of
medical research and bring us that much
closer to a cure.

Panel OKs Bill Reducing
Utility Hookup Costs

CRANFORD — Kushner Compa-
nies has announced that it has ac-
quired two downtown parcels in
Cranford to develop Cranford Cross-
ing, a residential and retail redevel-
opment located one block from the
train station. The company purchased
the property in December of 2003.

Construction of the $16 million
project is expected to commence in
early spring. The project will feature
50 luxury condominiums and 22,000
square feet of retail space in two
buildings. The buildings will feature
concierge and special services, an
exercise room and other amenities.
In addition, the first municipally
owned parking garage in Cranford
will be constructed as part of the
redevelopment.

The four-story structure has been
planned to meet the needs of busi-
nesses, shoppers and township resi-
dents as well as NJ Transit commut-
ers.

Cranford Building Associates, L.P.,
an affiliate of Kushner Companies,
originally was named the designated
redeveloper for Cranford Crossing
in 2002. Entitlements for the project
were obtained internally.

“We worked together with the
township to move the project for-
ward,” noted Jeffrey Freireich, Vice
Chairman and Managing Partner of
Kushner Companies. “The process
was very complex, but our commit-
ment will result in an exemplary
redevelopment project for New Jer-
sey.”

“Our vision is very much in keep-
ing with the original redevelopment
concept, planned around the ‘transit
village’ model that NJ Transit and
the state Department of Transporta-
tion promote,” he continued. “Tran-
sit villages incorporate passenger rail
stations as a focal point with the goal
to return the stations to their histori-
cal stature as a place where growth,
recreation, opportunity and access
come together to foster commerce
and economic redevelopment.”

Westminster Communities, the
development arm of Kushner Com-

panies, will construct Cranford Cross-
ing. The property has been designed
to complement the traditional style
of the township’s central business
district. Buildings will feature neo-
classical architecture with brick fa-
cades, faux stone accents and a clock
tower.

Kushner Companies’ subsidiary,
The Landings at HarborSide LLC, is
the designated redeveloper of the 49-
acre $600 million waterfront project
in Perth Amboy, which is now under
construction. In addition, the com-
pany has been approved as the devel-
oper for the Wesley Lake portion of
Oceanfront Asbury, a 56-acre water-
front redevelopment in Asbury Park.

Mr. Freireich noted, “Cranford is
an excellent example. This township
has long been recognized as a desir-
able town in which to live and work,
and its government officials are dedi-
cated to upgrading the once-bustling
downtown retail component.
Cranford’s hallmark lies in its quint-
essential suburban setting, including
upwards of 400 acres of parkland
and its excellent accessibility. We
look forward to being part of this
unique community’s continued
progress.”

In the 1980s, Cranford officials
identified the need for downtown
revitalization. The township became
the first community in New Jersey to
create a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID), providing a source of
capital from businesses for improve-
ments, and a Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation to oversee the re-
vitalization. The combination pro-
duced aesthetic enhancements and
upgrades such as Victorian-style lamp
posts, brick sidewalks, pedestrian
seating areas, landscaped gardens
and a clock tower.

The Cranford Crossing project is
the first mixed-use development
downtown in almost 100 years. The
present downtown consists of more
than 200 retail and service businesses
including clothing, antiques, sport-
ing goods, jewelers, a movie theater
and numerous restaurants.

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
today released legislation Assembly
Speaker Albio Sires and Assembly
Deputy Speaker Jerry Green spon-
sored to require municipal and county
utilities to provide reduced sewer
and water connection fees for public
and non-profit housing projects.

“We currently have an affordable
housing crisis in New Jersey,” said
Assemblyman Sires (D-Hudson).

Specifically, the Sires/Green bill
(A-1769) would require sewerage
and utility authorities to give public
housing authorities and non-profit
organizations building affordable
housing projects a 50 percent dis-
count on the connection or “tapping”
fee assessed for connection to a wa-
ter or sewerage system.

The measure also would require
housing authorities to provide credit
when calculating a discounted tap-
ping fee by making a deduction for
existing units previously connected
to the authority’s system that were
demolished or refurbished to allow
for construction of new affordable
units.

According to published reports,
New Jersey is one of the three most
expensive states in the nation in which
to rent housing. The average two-
bedroom apartment costs approxi-
mately $929 a month to rent. That
amount is affordable only to those

earning an annual salary of at least
$37,000 – which is more than three
times the minimum wage. More than
40 percent of New Jerseyans, how-
ever, are trying to raise families on
salaries well below that threshold.

The Assembly Housing and Local
Government released the measure 5-
0. It now goes to the Assembly Ap-
propriations Committee for further
consideration.

GARWOOD – Nancy Walbert,
formerly of Westfield, was named as
Westfield’s Volunteer of the Year
during an awards dinner at The
Westwood in Garwood on December
18. The Union County Alliance Steer-
ing Subcommittee and the Governor’s
Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse
sponsored the awards.

Ms. Walbert was recognized for
her decades of work and support for
Preventing Alcohol Narcotic and
Drug Abuse (PANDA).

PANDA is celebrating its 20th year
of community action. It was orga-
nized in December 1983 by local
youth-oriented organizations after a
town meeting on substance abuse at
Westfield High School.

The name PANDA and the distinc-
tive panda logo were chosen in a
town-wide naming contest in 1984.

Ms. Walbert, Betty List and Leo
Senus were the founding trustees of
PANDA. At the time, Ms. Walbert
was president of the Westfield Par-
ent-Teacher Council, and Ms. List
was a member of Westfield Town
Council. The two were also PANDA’s
first co-directors.

Prior to the formation of PANDA,
Ms. Walbert served on the Mayor’s
Advisory Committee on Drugs and
Alcohol. In addition to her work on
PANDA, to which she remains an
advisor, Ms. Walbert was active in
the PTAs and in the United Fund of
Westfield.

For more information about
PANDA, please contact Linda
Zultanky, Executive Director, at
lectures4u@aol.com or write to
PANDA at Box 2122, Westfield,
07091.

EYE GLASSES...The Lions Club re-
quests donations of used eyeglasses by
depositing them in the yellow box.

  
      

    

Parkinson’s Support
Group Meets Feb. 9

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
meets at 1:30 p.m. on the second
Monday of each month in the Chris-
tian Lounge of the Parish House at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue.

Persons with Parkinson’s disease
and/or their caregivers are invited to
attend the next meeting on Monday,
February 9. Psychologist Dr. Wallace
Smith, PhD, Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford, will discuss the pos-
sible effects of hypnotherapy on the
symptoms of Parkinson’s disease.

The meeting is free of charge.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, please call
Barbara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or
the church office at (908) 233-0301.
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UC Chosen Freeholders Issue
Winter Sports Guidelines

COUNTY GOES ON PARADE…The 2004 Union County Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade, set for 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 13, on Morris Avenue in Union,
received $4,000 from Union County to help with expenses. Pictured, left to right,
are: Freeholder Dan Sullivan, Elizabeth Police Sergeant Matthew Glackin,
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, Parade Chairman Jim Feehan, Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada and Grand Marshall Gene Sully.

Westfield PBA to
Sponsor Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – The Westfield PBA

Local 90 will hold a blood drive on
Monday, February 9, from 2 to 7:30
p.m. in the Community Room on
425 East Broad Street, Westfield.

New Jersey Blood Services (Divi-
sion of NY Blood Services) has is-
sued an urgent appeal for blood dona-
tions following several weeks of sig-
nificantly reduced blood donations.

Donations are 50 percent below
what is needed to meet hospital needs,
and supply has dropped by 50 per-
cent since December 22 of 2003.

Volunteer donors must be at least
17 years of age, weigh a minimum of
110 pounds and be in good general
health. The blood donation process
takes less than an hour and includes
a free mini medical exam (tempera-
ture, iron count, pulse rate and blood
pressure). Donors will need a photo
or signature ID and knowledge of
their Social Security number.

NJ Blood Services should be con-
tacted at 1-800-933-2566 for ques-
tions about the donation process.

For more information contact John
Cuzzo at (908) 789-6068.

Knights Announce Free
Throw Contest Results
WESTFIELD — On Saturday,

January 17, the Knights of Colum-
bus held their annual Free Throw
Championship at the Holy Trinity
gym. The competition, which was
open to all boys and girls ages 10 to
14, had 32 participants, making this
one of the best turnouts for the com-
petition.

The winners of the competition
were: Girls (age and name); 11
Maggie Fitzpatrick, 12 Erin Kelly,
13 Meaghan Boagel — Boys (age
and name); 10 Daniel Eliades, 11
Bobby Oberlander, 12 Kevin Clancy,
13 Giuseppe Conguista, 14 Thomas
McMahon.

The winners will participate in the
regional competition, which will also
be held at the Holy Trinity gym on
Sunday, February 8 at 1 p.m.

All the entrants were asked to do-
nate two cans of food for the needy in
lieu of an entry fee. A large quantity
of food was collected. All partici-
pants were given Certificates of Par-
ticipation.

Amateur Astronomers Set
Monthly Program at UCC

Civil Air Patrol Seeks
Volunteer Members

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Bowling League: Children

Leagues are held Mondays at 4 p.m.
for ages five to 12 and Wednesdays
at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. for the
Bumper Program available to Kin-
dergarten, Pre-Kindergarten. The
12-week winter session starts Janu-
ary 12.  A New Teen Bowling Club
is available for ages 13 to 15 on
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Program starts
January 7.  Bowling Fee: $6/week.

Karate: Students will develop
coordination, flexibility, balance,
and self-confidence. Held on eight
consecutive Wednesdays, 4:30 to
5:30 p.m. Starting February 4. For
ages 5 to 9. Fee: $35.

Yoga: Release tension, eliminate
stress, and just relax. Held Tues-
days February 3 to March 23 from
6:30  to 7:30 p.m. Fee: $52.  Com-
munity Room. Bring own mat.

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents.  The center is a safe and
enjoyable alternative and we hope
all high school students come check
it out. Located in the Municipal
Building.

The “Night Place”: This popu-
lar program is offered to all resi-
dent intermediate school youths.
Held at Edison Intermediate School
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Activities
include a Disc Jockey, food, games,
movies and dancing.  The cost is $2
in advance and $3 at the door.  The
dates left for the coming school
year are as follows: February 20,

March 19 and May 7.
Bill Cosby at NJPAC: Witness

comic genius, Bill Cosby and his
insight on family dynamics and
relationships! Held on Saturday,
March 6th at 2 p.m.  Bus departs
12:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Madame Tussauds Wax Mu-
seum in NYC: Trip includes tour of
wax museum and a delicious lunch
at the Iberia Tavern Restaurant.
Monday, March 15. Bus departs 9
a.m. Cost: $69.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Woodloch Pines: Enjoy acres of
strolling hills in this Pocono resort
along with a family style dinner,
and an entertaining variety show
on Wednesday, May 26. (day trip)
Cost: $59.

Guys & Dolls: This popular pro-
duction is set for Friday, July 16.
Bus departs 6:30 p.m. Cost: $55.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift
Tickets: Think Snow! Discount lift
tickets are available for Camel-
back, Shawnee Mountain, Jack
Frost/Big Boulder, Mountain
Creek, & Montage Mountain.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department at 425 East
Broad Street.  Office: (908) 789-
4080. Visit westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation and
w w w. w e s t f i e l d t o d a y. c o m /
ParksRecreation.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to visit the Union County
Park System for the purpose of en-
joying seasonal activities.

Winter sports such as cross coun-
try skiing, sledding and ice-skating
are permitted in several locations,
weather, snow and ice conditions
permitting.

Cross-country skiing will be al-
lowed at the Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge Golf Courses and at the
Watchung Reservation, conditions
permitting. There is no location in
the park system suitable for downhill
skiing activities.

The park system is heavily
wooded, sits in proximity to road-
ways and bodies of water and has
other park amenities that can be haz-
ardous to sledders and snowboarders.

Suggested sledding areas include
Braint Park in Summit; Echo Lake
Park (Springfield Avenue end) in
Westfield/Mountainside; Lenape
Park in Cranford (away from the
water); and Unami Park in Garwood.
All areas are unattended and can be
used at the patron’s own risk.

Bobsleds and other non-steerable
devices are strongly discouraged.
Park supervisors may suspend sled-
ding activities if there is not enough
snow on the hill, or if there are severe
ice conditions. Children should be
supervised at all times. Snowmo-
biles are strictly prohibited.

Galloping Hill Golf Course is not
available for winter sports activities.
Given the terrain of the course, there
are many areas that are considered too
hazardous for use. Snowboarding and
sledding are also prohibited at Ash
Brook and Oak Ridge golf courses.

Along with skating at the county’s
ice rink in Warinaco Park, many lit
and non-lit options for ice-skating in
natural areas are available. Signs an-
nouncing the suitability of any natu-
ral area for skating will be posted.
The public is urged to observe any
restrictions, which are based upon
the lake’s ice thickness and other
safety concerns.

Ice hockey is permitted in desig-
nated areas at the discretion of the
Union County Police Department,
based upon the ratio of ice hockey
skaters and non-ice hockey skaters,
proportionate to the size of the skat-
ing area. The county intends to pro-
vide adequate ice area for the enjoy-
ment and safety of all skaters.

The Department of Parks and Rec-
reation reserves the right to cancel
winter sports at any time if the con-
ditions of the parks are such that the
safety of the public is in jeopardy.

For additional information regard-
ing winter sports, please call the
Department of Parks and Recreation
at (908) 527-4900 on weekdays. In-
formation on natural skating areas
can also be obtained by calling the
county police at (908) 654-9800.

NEW JERSEY — The Civil Air
Patrol (CAP) is celebrating 62 years
of volunteer service to America. Since
December 1, 1941, when the organi-
zation was formed, CAP has pro-
tected the home skies. In the early
days of World War II, CAP per-
formed anti-submarine patrols and
was responsible for saving countless
lives and merchant ships from disas-
ter.

Today Civil Air Patrol, as the US
Air Force Auxiliary, is involved in
Homeland Security with over 64,000
trained volunteers, 1,700 operational
units, 530 aircraft and 1,000 vehicles.

September 11, 2001, was a tragic
day for America. CAP responded
with the first aerial survey of the
World Trade Center disaster site and
provided air transportation for Fed-
eral Officials days after September
11.

CAP patrolled the waters off Cape
Kennedy prior to the last shuttle and
provided homeland security support
during the Winter Olympics in Salt

Lake City flying 534 hours of air-
borne reconnaissance.

The CAP Cadet programs offer the
nation’s youth the opportunity of
aerospace education, college schol-
arships, powered and glider flight
training scholarships, International
Cadet Exchange program and more.
The Civil Air Patrol is a vital organi-
zation that prepares our youth mor-
ally, physically and mentally as lead-
ers of tomorrow.

We are looking for cadet and adult
members who want to make a differ-
ence in their personal lives, while
contributing to a strong America.
There are 27 squadrons in New Jer-
sey. To find a squadron near you,
please visit www.cap.gov.

CRANFORD — On Friday, Feb-
ruary 20, Amateur Astronomers Inc.
will conduct its monthly member-
ship meeting at 8 p.m. in the Roy
Smith Theater in the Campus Cen-
ter Building at Union County Col-
lege (UCC) located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting at approximately 9
p.m., the club will have a free pub-
lic lecture on “Reaching Out For

the Stars” given by Dr. Wil Van der
Veen,  Director of the Project
ASTRO NOVA and Family ASTRO
programs in New Jersey.

He will review methods of spic-
ing up public presentations, ad-
dress misconceptions and involve
audiences with having fun learning
about astronomy. Following the
lecture, members and guests will
be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory that is located
nearby on campus.

Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to speak with club members
and tour the facility. Refreshments
will be served. If weather permits,
a celestial viewing focusing on Sat-
urn and Jupiter will be conducted
using the club’s two large tele-
scopes.

Free parking is provided by UCC.
For more information on AAI and
directions, call (908) 276-STAR or
visit www.asterism.org.

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

Registration Underway
For YMCA Ski Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
sponsor a ski trip to Mountain Creek
on Tuesday, February 17. YMCA mem-
bership is not required for this trip.

The trip is open to all youth, teens
and adults. An adult must accom-
pany students in grades 7 and under.
The bus will depart from the YMCA
at 7 a.m. and return at 6 p.m. The cost
is $49, which includes transporta-
tion and a lift ticket. Adult chaper-
ones who are non-skiers may ride for
free.

Participants must register for the
trip by Monday, February 9, at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, lo-
cated at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

For more information on the ski
trip, please call the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA at (908) 889-8880.

NEW YORK – Senator Raymond
Lesniak of Elizabeth received the
Grand Marshal Sash during a special
ceremony at the Polish Consulate
Office in Manhattan. Governor James
McGreevey took part in naming Sena-
tor Lesniak as the Grand Marshal of
the 2004 Pulaski Day Parade. Sena-
tors Jon S. Corzine and Charles E.
Schumer joined the Governor at the
annual “Sashing Ceremony.”

Governor Honors State
Senator Ray Lesniak
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Westfielder Complains
About Lack of Salting
This morning, the fourth day after the

snow “storm” this past Sunday, I nearly
had an accident when I couldn’t stop at
the end of Nancy Way and instead slid
into Lamberts Mill Road. I find it to be
unacceptable that this corner, as well as
numerous others throughout our town,
are still covered by sheets of ice, even
considering the cold weather. Having
clean roads in a reasonable amount of
time after snow is a basic service that
seems to be lacking in our town. Why
couldn’t Public Works go around the
town and spread a little salt? Is safety a
concern only when it concerns pedestri-
ans?

I would also like to point out the icy
conditions in the South Avenue parking
lot, including the handicapped spaces on
the North Avenue side, but I’m sure that
the answer to that is a parking deck.

It would be appreciated by many resi-
dents if Westfield’s priorities included
infrastructure issues like decently paved
and maintained roads, instead of just
speed bumps, bump outs, and citizen
radar patrols (although if you give out
deputy badges, I might consider doing it
myself).

Victor Attanasio
Westfield

Fanwood Lions Thank
Supporters of Club’s
 Christmas Tree Sale
The Lions Club of Fanwood would

like to thank all neighbors in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Westfield, Plainfield and
surrounding communities for their con-
tinued support of its Christmas Tree
Sale. The revenue from the sale goes to
local charities and to local students ap-
plying for scholarship aid for college.

Through the generosity of our bene-
factors, and the hard work of the club
members, this will be fulfilled.

The Lions are always looking for men
and women to join their group to work to
fulfill its mission of community service.
If interested, please call Lion Phyllis
Fischer at (908) 233-2581.

Phyllis Fischer
Fanwood

Overdevelopment on Mohawk Trail
Causes Flooding, Freezing Problems

Westfield Singer Says
Thanks For Article

Editor’s Note: This letter addresses
classical music writer Brad Tinfrow.

Today, having read your review of our
January 17 concert in last week’s
Westfield Leader, I thank you for catch-
ing our performance and your well-
crafted comments. In my experience,
you will find choirs are often only as
good as their tenor section. Although
The CAS had just six that night, your
remarks about our “consistently high
quality of singing, flawless intonation
and precise text”, and of course - in
closing - our “very good level of perfor-
mance,” where uplifting and very much
appreciated.

The highlight of your piece was your
seeming invitation to our “area male
population” to come to our aid, only then
can our product be “unforgettable”...very
nice...thank you, again.

Ralph Jones
Westfield

The CAS of NJ, Inc.

Resident Says Speed Humps
On Benson Place Have to Go

Please Explain Rationale Driving
SPF High School Mascot Change?

FW Resident Grateful For Good
Service at Elm Radio and TV

Westfielder Questions Stopage
Of Hockey on Mindowaskin Pond

Westfielder Asks ‘How Do We Know
All The Parking Rules in the Town?’

Reader Believes Some
Letters Press Envelope

Of Good Taste
As much as I enjoy The Westfield

Leader, and in particular “Letters to the
Editor”, I find it unproductive to con-
tinue the political feud rhetoric main-
tained by the indefatigable letter writing
of Robert Ratner.

I have noticed that these letters con-
tinue to press the envelope of good taste
as to name-calling, extreme language
and unsubstantiated charges.

While we have seen this trend in po-
litical campaigns and “Real” TV, does
this have a proper place in a community
newspaper? Perhaps anger management
counseling would be of assistance.

As to move on — Yes! Let’s move on.
Get a life! Set a good example in civility.

Alfred Morasso, Jr.
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp
2. Chukker – One of the periods into

which a polo game is divided
3. Lanate – Covered with a hairy sub-

stance or wool
4. Dichostasis – Spontaneous subdi-

vision

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VALISE
1. A small suitcase
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor

LAMPADEDROMY
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlan-

tic having few teeth
2. A torch in honor of Prometheus
3. A catfish native to the River Nile
4. An electric eel

MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits

PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion

I would like to bring your – and the
Town of Westfield’s – attention a situa-
tion which points out how our “Colo-
nial” town is being sold out to develop-
ers who have no concern for the people
who have been living in – and funding
through taxes for untold years – the
infrastructure of our community.

Mohawk Trail has been a quiet en-
clave on the south side of town for more
than half a century. Ranch homes, an
oval safe for our young children, a place
for our seniors to walk and enjoy the
exercising so necessary for their health
and well being – all taxpaying citizens.

Alas, two years ago a developer dis-
covered our oasis of contentment. With-
out legally having to notify anyone in
our neighborhood as to his intent, he
razed his first home and enjoyed the
town’s blessing to build a very large,
two story house and annoy with his noise
pollution at his whim, seven days a
week. He then bought his second plot
(next to the first) and continued to do the
same, building an even larger home.
Isn’t it amazing that a neighbor on our
trail wants to replace her original 50-
year-old stoop and add a sheltering cover,
but is required to get the approval of all
her neighbors within a certain radius and
then also ask for a variance?

The upshot is this: both of these new
homes are required by new town ordi-
nances to include sump pumps in their
new construction to pump water in the
street. Unfortunately, the town’s engi-
neering department didn’t find it neces-
sary to survey how the street was graded
or how this ordinance would impact our
neighborhood.

The consequence is the released water

accumulates in front of the house of my
neighbor, a 74-year-old widow who is –
in the frigid temperatures we’ve been
experiencing – virtually house bound
because of the yards of ice which has
accumulated at the foot of her property.
Ironically, the driveway of the first built
house is also experiencing this same
problem with an increasingly growing
ice sheet. And I must tell you that the
lady of the house is now about six months
pregnant.

Early last week, the town was notified
of this problem by two neighbors. The
town’s solution was to drive by and
throw some “salt” on the accumulated
ice. Then it snowed again. Then we
shoveled again. And then the plows came
through again. But no salt truck came
through again. As of today, the ice sheet
now covers almost the entire width of
the street.

May I quote my terrible wise 75-year-
old neighbor who, in her conversation with
town “officials” said that “if my car spins
out in front of my house, you’ll pay…and
if I fall in front of my house, you’ll pay –
because I’m going to sue you!”

Would it not be prudent to survey an
entire neighborhood, which stands to be
affected by new home construction be-
fore new construction is permitted in
order to head off any of these kinds of
problems? It makes sense to me!

But more importantly, what is going
to be done in my neighborhood to correct
the Town of Westfield’s incredible in-
sensitivity? Progress is one thing, but
this is a disaster!

Joan Martin Hurford
Westfield

I think all residents on Benson and
South Chestnut agreed that some “traf-
fic calming” measures were needed, but
this overly aggressive and unnecessary
fix has disrupted the quality of life on
these streets.

Since these oversized speed humps
were installed, I’ve seen an unaware
sports car go flying over the hump, slam
on it’s brakes and do a 360-degree turn.
Lucky no other car was coming. A pick-
up truck with a snowplow attached went
over the hump, the plow detached from
the truck and went careening into the
curb.

Pick-up trucks and vans with cargo
travel too fast over the hump (it is not
well marked) and their cargo flies up
into the air and back down, frightening
and waking residents in the middle of the
night. Oil trucks, school buses, garbage
trucks and delivery trucks (many with
very squeaky wheels) slow to a crawl,
then put the vehicle into first gear and

floor it. The street now sounds like a
speedway.

I implore you to either remove or
somehow modify the Benson Place speed
humps so that they are less intrusive. My
family has not slept through the night
since they were installed.

The Town Engineer needs only to
spend 15 minutes in front of my house to
clearly see how loud and dangerous the
speed humps are. I notice that at the end
of the street, where there is a much-used
playground, only rumble strips were in-
stalled. That makes no sense.

Benson Place homeowners were not
consulted or apprised that these unusu-
ally large speed humps would be in-
stalled. I would be happy to meet with
any town official who wants a first hand
look at how they are negatively affecting
our lives.

G. Kealy
Westfield

I am writing in response to the pro-
nouncement of Dr. David Heisey that a
new mascot is being contemplated for
Scotch Plains–Fanwood High School.
Note that I am a “stakeholder” – a gradu-
ate, Class of 1971.

I am offended in my own right, not so
much by the idea of the mascot change
itself, but by the rationale driving it. I
would ask Dr. Heisey where the bound-
ary lies between what is politically cor-
rect (and what I would concede to be
often necessary) and the grounding in
independent reasoning and common
sense that a high school education was
once meant to provide. I would offer that
the line has actually been crossed some-
time back; this is simply a continuing
manifestation of an agenda, the ultimate
result of which will be a homogenization
of thought and inability to challenge that
a sound society needs. I would offer, as
well, the thought that true mutual re-
spect comes with time, experience, in-
teraction, and a teaching of values that
goes beyond mere symbolism.

To be sure, there no doubt was much

earnest discussion undertaken before a
decision was reached. I am equally sure,
however, that the underlying premise
(that a class of Americans is somehow
being shown disrespect by a stylized
logo and historic linkage) and the pre-
sumption that any action undertaken
would represent “a greater good”, were
simply taken as given. This saddens me.

Some years ago, I found myself at a
Catholic Christmas singles party wish-
ing everyone “Happy Holidays.” It was
at this moment that I realized just how
far down the road of societal brainwash-
ing we have traveled. I hope to teach my
daughter right values. That said, I also
hope to leave her open to persuasion
based on reasoned argument, and the
courage to defend her own beliefs in the
face of the tide of public opinion. Ulti-
mately I would hope, were a similar
situation to arise, that she would ac-
knowledge her own beliefs (and an ex-
pectation of respect for them) and say
“Merry Christmas.”

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

I have frequented Elm Radio, TV &
Appliances on Elmer Street in Westfield
several times for home appliances and
have always valued the genuinely help-
ful, low pressure staff. There has never
been a problem and the product and
delivery were always up to or exceeding
expectation.

My last purchase was a small refrig-
erator which turned out to be a major
problem. It shook, the door was crooked,
etc., the product was completely unac-
ceptable. I shudder to think if I had
purchased this product at a major chain

what the response would have been.
Instead when I spoke to Mr. Jackman,
the storeowner, he personally went above
and beyond the expected to make sure
the situation was rectified. I cannot imag-
ine calling the CEO of any major chain
and have him take an interest in a faulty
appliance. This is the small store atten-
tion to detail and customer service that is
impossible to duplicate and truly appre-
ciated.

Mary McKeown
Fanwood

No pond-hockey at Mindowaskin
Park? For generations, Westfielders have
been ice skating at Mindowaskin Park.
For equally as long, they have been
playing hockey there, too. Not just play-
ing hockey, but learning to play hockey.
For many youths, pond-hockey at
Mindowaskin is their very first actual
opportunity to play the sport. For count-
less kids, the sport of ice hockey moves
from the television to real-life through
their first pond-hockey experience. I
know it did for me.

On Sunday, January 25, the Westfield
Police Department cited a “town ordi-
nance” that states hockey is unlawful at
Mindowaskin. Where was this mythical
ordinance last year when Mindowaskin
froze? Where was this ordinance when I
was a kid? It’s nothing short of a travesty
to deny children the opportunity to learn
the game on a local pond...to deny kids
the chance to play ice hockey with their
dad’s...to deny children the chance to
make new friends and experience the
great game of ice hockey, free of charge.

Men, boys and girls alike, were forced
to put their sticks back in the car. Sad
faces filled the pond, as a Westfield

patrolman walked the ice and demanded
the fun stop. Is the best use of a
policeman’s time?

Why not simply section-off an area of
the pond for hockey? A few traffic cones
would have kept everyone happy.

Eric Spagnoli
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Leader
called the Town of Westfield officials,
including the Executive Assistant to the
Mayor, the police chief and the head of
the recreation department.

To the best that we can ascertain,
their is no ordinance against ice hockey
skating at Mindowaskin Park. Also, the
care and adminstration of ice skating at
the park is under the jurisdiction of the
public works department.

No one contacted could identify the
person of the town who instructed the
police department to disallow ice hockey
skating as referenced in the letter above.

Officials expressed regret for the mis-
understanding and said the matter has
been corrected. Partitions will be placed
such that ice hockey and figure skating can
occur concurrently at Mindowaskin Park.

How do we know what we can and
cannot do in the Town of Westfield?

There are no signs telling us that we
cannot park overnight in municipal lots
or on streets designated as two-hour
parking. There are no signs informing us
that we can park in commuter lots after
4 p.m. There are no signs that properly
designate when parking meters must be
paid.

Some years ago when the parking
meter hours were extended, the new
signs failed to recite “except Sundays
and holidays.” This was not an inadvert-
ent error. Was this was a deliberate
omission designed to mislead — a wan-
ton attempt to trick unsure drivers into
paying fees on Sundays and holidays
rather than risk a ticket?

Recently, the hours were again
changed. New signs read “Sundays Free.”
What about holidays? FYI, holidays are
also free!

Until this past week, when discus-
sions began concerning permits for the
overnight parking of downtown tenants,
I did not know that overnight parking
was not allowed. How would I know?
There are no signs. I am not sure whether
ticketing occurs. I would hope not, but I
suspect it unfairly has. Two options are

available for the driver that parks over-
night, or between the prohibited hours of
1 and 5 a.m., and ends up with a ticket.
Paying the fine or going to court.

Clearly the fact that no signage was
present will result in the ticket being
voided, but most will begrudgingly pay
the fine, saving themselves the time,
effort and aggravation. Is this too a de-
liberate act of omission, meant to mis-
lead? Are honest but deliberately unin-
formed drivers being cheated out of $30?
Does this omission constitute an abuse
of our judicial system by overcrowding
the courts with citations known to be
invalid?

I just learned that non-permit parking
is allowed in commuter lots after 4 p.m.
Why is this not posted? Had I known, I
may have pulled in on my way home
from work to buy a gallon of paint at the
Sherwin-Williams store, to buy dinner,
or to just walk around town on a nice
evening without having to pay 50 cents
an hour for the privilege.

How do we know what we can and
cannot do in the Town of Westfield?

We get a ticket, and then we know.

Cynthia Lee Foulke
Westfield

We Are Grateful to Winter’s Heroes
For Braving the Elements to Keep Us Safe

You may have noticed that winter has arrived with
a vengeance. In the five weeks since the winter
solstice, we’ve had a couple of mild snowfalls, but the
temperature, except for the mild New Year’s weekend,
makes us wonder how folks in Vermont, the Dakotas
and Canada do it. There have been days around here
when the mercury in the middle of the afternoon failed
to top 20 degrees. Some nights, the howling winds
and near-zero temperatures led some of us to wish for
the hot and hazy days of mid-summer. And there is
nothing like getting into a glacial automobile at dawn,
praying the engine starts and then driving and shiver-
ing waiting for the heat to kick in.

Despite these supposed discomforts of the season,
it is winter, after all, most of us are suffering through
what is shaping up to be the coldest winter in 25
years in relative comfort. We don’t go outdoors
unless we have to, and if we do venture out, it’s not
for long.

But there are some who have to be outside, like it
or not, regardless of whether it’s a balmy 55 degrees,
as it was at the beginning of the month; 20 below
zero with the wind chill; cold, raw and rainy; or 20
degrees and icy.

Our local firefighters don’t have the luxury of
working comfortably indoors. Members of local
rescue squads may make house calls, but they are
also on hand at the scenes of auto accidents, which
seem more common during lousy weather. Local
police cars may be heated, but those men and women

in blue are also outside assisting with fender benders
and directing traffic in our downtowns. And we’d be
remiss if we didn’t salute those volunteers who are
out there every morning and every afternoon near our
schools, dodging cars and making sure our kids can
safely cross busy streets.

While a quick dash from the front door to a cold car
may seem, at times, like too much for us to bear, try
standing outside for 10, 20, 30 minutes or even an
hour some morning when the temperature is in the
single digits and a breeze is hitting you in the face.
Then you’ll get an idea of what these men and
women who protect and assist us have been going
through for the past month or so.

Unlike most of us, they don’t have the luxury of
choosing to stay inside.

We would like to salute, and thank those brave men
and women who brave the elements to be outdoors
on days when most people wouldn’t do so for all the
money in the world. And perhaps it would be good
for all of us to remember these dedicated people
when the time comes to make donations, especially
to our local fire and rescue squads. These organiza-
tions rely heavily on money from those they serve,
and it’s during times like these that they truly display
their sense of dedication to their jobs.

And while our crossing guards might not hold
fundraisers to keep them going, they might appreci-
ate a cup of coffee some mornings or, at the very
least, a thank you from the community.

It’s Time To Run For the School Board
You need to have your application in to the local

public school board administrator’s office by Mon-
day, March 1, to run for a seat on the Board of
Education. The annual school election will be held
on April 20 from 2 to 9 p.m.

It’s never been more important to have candidates
willing to serve with fresh and bold ideas – with

courage, because enormous problems must be re-
solved. The spending cannot continue to increase 7
to 10 percent per year. The system will collapse. For
the sake of the children, someone must rise to the
occasion and stop the runaway system. The politi-
cians won’t do it – they say it’s political suicide.
They hope you will do it instead.

Betancourt Grateful
For Having Known
Emilio  Zubizarreta

On January 27, 2004, Westfield lost
one of its finest citizens. Emilio
Zubizarreta lived in town for many years,
and was a wonderful father, husband and
citizen. Emilio loved life. His priorities
were seeing friends, telling stories, shar-
ing a joke, and spending time with his
friends and family, especially his lovely
wife, Lucia, and children Kelly and Nikki.

Although I am deeply saddened by his
passing, I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to have known this wonder-
ful man. I’m sure many people in
Westfield will miss his presence, just as
I will.

Rafael Betancourt
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor
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RUBBING SHOULDERS…Frank Arena, Vice Chairman of Campaigns for the
Westfield Town Republican Committee and member of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, rubs shoulders with President George Bush at a recent fundraiser
held at the Hanover Marriott. The fundraiser raised over $1 million for
President Bush’s reelection campaign.

BIG DAY ON WALL STREET…On January 9, Boy Scout Gregory Ryan from
Troop No. 77 in Westfield, was invited to the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange by trader Thomas Cook. Gregory was presented with donations for
his Memorial Park Eagle Project involving a handicapped accessible play-
ground. With these donations, the project is approximately 2/3 funded. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Gregory Ryan, Jr., Fund Chairman Larry
Lograno, Fund Secretary Thomas Cook and Christopher Bates, President of the
Members Handicapped Children’s Fund.

Growing Up Under Hitler
To be Discussed at Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Ludwig Knapp,
author of “Growing Up Under Hitler:
I Was There,” will be the speaker at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society at
noon, Wednesday, February 4, at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, 550 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield.

A Clark resident, Mr. Knapp will
tell what it was like to be a young boy
inside Germany after Hitler came to
power. He will speak of the tragedy
that befell his family when his father
was drafted and how, at the age of 10,
he was sent to a Hitler youth camp
where he would spend the worst 27

months of his life.
Mr. Knapp will also tell about

being drafted at age 14 to dig trenches
and foxholes around the border of
Holland when Normandy was in-
vaded in 1944. He will explain why
one of the happiest days of his life
was when the Allies crossed the Rhine
River. He knew that after six years of
horror, the war would finally be over.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by telephone to
verify their reservations.

Space permitting, others may at-
tend by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon, Monday, February 2.

WF Rotary Thailand Project
Headlines TV 36 Programming
WESTFIELD – Westfield TV-36

has announced an updated schedule
for January/February, highlighted by
a feature on the Rotary Club of
Westfield’s efforts to aid the children
of Thailand.

Through the Save-A-Child Pro-
gram, Rotarians are working to pro-
tect young Thai children from sex
exploitation and to improve their
quality of life. Through the program,
many girls have been able to com-
plete high school and have even ad-
vanced to college. The Rotary Thai-
land program airs on Fridays at 9:30
a.m. and 9:30 p.m. and early Mon-
day morning at 12:30 a.m.

An all new “Cooking Thyme” will
feature recipes such as Creamy Sherry
Infused Garlic Soup, Steak au Poivre
and Grand Marnier Souffle. The show

airs on Fridays at 8:30 a.m. and 8:30
p.m., and on Sundays at 11:30 p.m.

John Russitano and Kara Shovlin
return with Salsa No. 2 in “Make You
Wanna Dance,” airing on Fridays at
9 a.m. and 9 p.m. and early Monday
morning at midnight.

Also, the Historical Society Lec-
ture Series continues with two pro-
grams: one on the Mindowaskin Sce-
nic Overlook with Nancy Priest and
her husband, David Rogers; and the
other on New Jersey Water Quality
with Warren Victor. The
Mindowaskin program airs on Mon-
days at 12 and 7 p.m. and on Wednes-
days at 12 and 8 p.m. The Water
Quality Program airs on Mondays at
12:30 and 7:30 p.m. and on Wednes-
days at 12:30 p.m.

Finally, the reorganization meet-
ing of Town Council for 2004 will be
aired at 7:30 a.m. every day except
Fridays, and at 2:30 p.m. on Mon-
days and Wednesdays.

Merry Men to Entertain
Local Women’s Clubs

FANWOOD – On Wednesday,
February 11, at 12:30 p.m., the
Woman’s Club of Fanwood will host
the Woman’s Club of Scotch Plains
in the Social Hall of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.

They will meet for refreshments
followed by a joint meeting and a
Valentine-themed program of love
songs specially compiled and sung
for them by the Merry Men, a group
of senior men who belong to the Old
Guard of Westfield.

“We each meet monthly on the
second Wednesday, and it seemed
logical to join forces occasionally
for special occasions such as the

Merry Men celebration of Valentine’s
Day,” said Margery Palmer, Presi-
dent of the Fanwood club, regarding
the gathering of the two women’s
clubs.

Mike Shepnew of Scotch Plains, a
spokesman for the Merry Men, ex-
plained that his group is comprised
of men mostly in their 70s and 80s
who enjoy various activities. The
Merry Men give about 25 programs
a year and practice weekly.

Both the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains women’s clubs are members
of the New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs and the General Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum
Posts Programs For Kids

SUMMIT – The Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum in Summit has announced
that registration for its Elephant Tree
Nature Camp will begin on Satur-
day, February 7, for Arboretum fam-
ily members. Open registration will
begin on Tuesday, February 10.

The summer camp features week-
long sessions for ages four to eight,
each focusing on a different nature
theme. More information about camp
sessions is available at www.reeves-
reedarboretum or in a brochure avail-
able at the Arboretum, located at 165
Hobart Avenue.

Additionally, the Arboretum will
offer its hands-on, after school Febru-
ary Family Fun workshops, during
which children will learn how to make
maple candy and will visit the Sugar
Maple tree to learn how it is tapped.

Children aged three to five and
their caregivers may attend Candy
Making workshops on either Mon-
day, February 9, or Friday, February
13. Youngsters ages five to seven
may attend Candy Making work-

shops without their caregivers on
Friday, February 20.

 All the Family Fun workshops
will run from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. The
fee is $20 per child and there is a
discount for Arboretum members.
Pre-registration is required and may
be done by calling (908) 273-8787,
extension no. 15.

Senator Corzine to Speak
At Black Acheivers Banquet
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y

announced that Senator Jon Corzine
will give the keynote address at the
2004 Westfield Y Black Achievers
Banquet on Friday, February 20 from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at L’Affaire on
Route 22 in Mountainside.

Senator Corzine, a former mem-
ber of the board of the Summit Y,
said, “Healthy and vital communi-
ties often share one basic and out-
standing characteristic - they are
home to a thriving community cen-
ter like the Westfield YMCA. And
the Westfield Y’s Black Achievers
Program is exactly the kind of pro-
gram that strengthens community
bonds. When neighbors reach out to
help one another, when a community
works to open the doors of opportu-
nity to all, we all gain and we all
grow stronger.”

The concept of the Black Achiev-
ers Program began at the Harlem
YMCA in 1968. The program was
founded to help Black youth develop
life-coping skills and educational
goals by becoming actively involved
with Black adult role models and
mentors.

The Westfield Y Black Achievers
Program has been in existence for six
years, and its focus remains the same
as it did since the program’s incep-
tion in Harlem.

Emphasis is placed on the com-
mitment of high achieving men and
women and their willingness to give
back to the community and the youth.
The Black Achievers Program of
Westfield focuses on building com-

munity partnerships in which young
people are encouraged to develop
their fullest potential in spirit, mind
and body. The program aims to raise
high academic standards of young
people, expose students to diverse
career options and inspire them to
reach their goal.

Approximately 60 intermediate
and high school students are cur-
rently involved in the Westfield Y
program.

Tickets for the banquet are avail-
able. For more information, please
call Fred Wasiak at the Westfield Y,
(908) 233-2700 extension no. 228.

SAGE Solutions Sets
Caregivers’ Meeting

SUMMIT — A meeting of PREP
(People Responsible for Elderly Per-
sons) will take place from 7 to 9 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 18, at the
SAGE Spend-A-Day Adult Day
Health Center, located at 550 Spring-
field Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

Sponsored by SAGE Solutions of
Summit, PREP is a free support group
offered to anyone who assumes the
responsibility of caring for an older
adult.

Participants have an opportunity
to share common problems and solu-
tions, become knowledgeable about
available community resources, and
learn effective problem-solving and
coping skills. For more information,
please call Ellen McNally, SAGE
InfoCare Director, at (908) 273-4598.

WF Library to Host
Beach Party With Yosi
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library has invited chil-
dren aged three to six to a special
“Winter Beach Party” featuring
children’s entertainer Yosi on Satur-
day, February 21, at 10:30 a.m.

In-person registration is required
and will begin on Saturday, Febru-
ary 7, at the Children’s Desk. Par-
ents are also welcome to attend
this event. Children must be
Westfield Library cardholders and
be the appropriate age for the pro-
gram. This event is made possible
through the Friends of the
Westfield Library.

For more information, please call
the Children’s Desk at (908) 789-
4090, visit www.wmlnj.org or stop
in at the library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, for a copy of the
library’s quarterly newsletter.

Audition Notice Set For
‘The Magic Flute’

SUMMIT – Stony Hill Players is
casting for Mozart’s The Magic Flute.
Auditions for all parts will be held
Saturday, February 14, 2 to 4 p.m. and
Sunday, February 15, 6 to 8 p.m. at
Oakes Memorial Center, 120 Morris
Ave. (between Ashwood Avenue and
Russell Place), Summit. Please use
the parking lot on Ashwood Avenue.
An accompanist will be provided.
Prepare a Mozart aria if possible.
Performances in English, with cham-
ber orchestra, weekends May 22 to
June 6. Some roles will be double
cast. The director is Jean Dembaugh
and the music director is Steven Jarvi.
For more information, please call
(908) 665-1376 or (908) 277-1732.

It’s all on the Net
at goleader.com

JCC to Feature
KickBoxing Class

SCOTCH PLAINS –  Guest
kickboxing instructor Laura
Tablonsky will be at the JCC of
Central New Jersey on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22 from 10 to 11 a.m. The Wilf
Jewish Community Campus is lo-
cated at 1391 Martine Avenue. This
dynamic fitness class is open to be-
ginners as well as those with prior
kickboxing experience. Fees apply.

Call Deborah Price at (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 225 or Karen
Rosen, extension no. 224 to reserve
space by February 13.
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Mr. Hall to Tell Nature Club
About Yucatan Peninsula

Miss Kimberly A. Fisher
Marries Robert M. Rafferty MR. AND MRS. RONALD V. CAPONE

(She is the former Miss Karen E. Hendrzak)

Miss Karen E. Hendrzak
Marries Ronald V. Capone

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT M. RAFFERTY
(She is the former Miss Kimberly A. Fisher)

Miss Karen E. Hendrzak, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Hendrzak of Westfield and Naples,
Fla., was married on Saturday, Au-
gust 9, to Ronald V. Capone. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Capone of Danvers, Mass.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Church of St. Helen in
Westfield. The Reverend Ronald
Siciliano of St. Leonard’s Church in
Boston, Mass., a relative of the
bridegroom’s family, was the cel-
ebrant. A reception followed at the
Olde Mill Inn in Basking Ridge.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a silk satin Tomasina gown
with crystal and embroidery on the
bodice and back pleat of the chapel-
length train. She carried a cascade
bouquet of white roses, white orchids
and stephanotis with pearl drop.

Mrs. Jill Henion of Danvers, Mass.,
the bride’s sister, was the matron of
honor. Serving as bridal attendants
were Mrs. Carol Curran of West
Roxbury, Mass. and Mrs. Denise
Pendleton of Yarmouth, Me., both
college roommates of the bride; Mrs.
Laurie Capone of Kingston, N.H.,
the sister-in-law of the bridegroom,
and Miss Christine Manyak of Bask-
ing Ridge, a friend of the bride.

Miss Rebecca Henion and Ian
Henion of Danvers, Mass., the bride’s
niece and nephew, were the flower
girl and ring bearer.

The bridal attendants wore pink,
full-length chiffon gowns with spa-
ghetti straps and carried colonial
bouquets of pink roses, lavender
alstroemeria and cream stock.

Steven Capone of Kingston, N.H.
was his brother’s best man. The
groomsmen included Edward M.
Hendrzak of New York City, the
brother of the bride; Patrick Capone
of Portsmouth, N.H., a cousin of the
bridegroom; Benedict Celso of
Georgetown, Mass. and Peter
Mitchell of Topsfield, Mass., both
friends of the bridegroom.

The scripture readers were Miss
Patricia Koziol of Holmdel, an aunt of
the bride; Miss Lynsey Capone of
Mooresville, N.C. and Mark Capone of
Ylig-Yona, Guam, cousins of the bride-
groom, and David Smith of Beverly,
Mass., a friend of the bridegroom.

A Westfield High School gradu-
ate, the bride received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Mathematics and her
Master of Arts degree in Counseling
Psychology from Boston College in
Chestnut Hill, Mass. She is Manager
of Training and Development for
Biogenidec in Cambridge, Mass.

The bridegroom is a graduate of
Masconomet High School in Topsfield,
Mass. He received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Business from St. Anselm
College in Manchester, N.H. and his
Master of Business Administration
degree in Finance and Marketing from
Babson College in Boston.

He is employed as Director of Prod-
uct Content Management for the
corporate headquarters of Staples in
Framingham, Mass.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted
on the eve of the wedding by the
parents of the bridegroom at B.G.
Fields Restaurant in Westfield. Pre-
nuptial showers were hosted by the
bride’s mother and sister at the Old
Mansion in Elizabeth and by the
bridegroom’s mother and sister-in-
law at the Danversport Yacht Club in
Danvers, Mass.

A bridal brunch took place the day
of  the wedding, and a Sunday brunch
was held for out of town guests,
hosted by the bride’s parents at their
Westfield home.

Following a wedding trip to the
Hawaiian Islands, the couple resides
in Boston.

Miss Kimberly A. Fisher, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Fisher of Westfield, was married on
Friday, July 11, to Robert M. Rafferty.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Rafferty of Nesconset, N.Y.

The morning ceremony took place
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, with the Reverend Victoria
Ney officiating. A reception followed
at The Madison Hotel in Morristown.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride had Miss Katharine L. Mee
of McLean, Va., formerly of
Westfield, as her maid of honor.

The bridal attendants included Mrs.
Dawnmarie Bates of Garner, N.C.
and Mrs. Stacyanne Ringgold of
Grafton, Wis., the bridegroom’s sis-
ters; Mrs. Greta Borowicz of Spring-
field and Mrs. Jacqueline Shankle of
South Plainfield, both formerly of
Westfield, and Miss Heather Pelkey
of Waltham, Mass.

Robert DeSanto of Germantown,
Md. was the best man. Serving as
ushers were Derek Fisher of
Hoboken, formerly of Westfield, the
brother of the bride; Joseph Bates of
Garner, N.C. and Keven Ringgold of
Grafton, Wis., the brothers-in-law of
the bridegroom; Peter Scipione of
McLean, Va. and Christopher
Pagliuco of Deep River, Conn.

The bride earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Education and Psy-
chology from Keene State College in

Keene, N.H. in 1998. She is em-
ployed by the Elizabeth Board of
Education as a pre-kindergarten
teacher.

 Her husband graduated from
Keene State College in 1999 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Physi-
cal Education. He was awarded a
Master of Science degree in Physical
Education from Hofstra University
in Hempstead, N.Y. last year, and is
employed as a physical education
teacher for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the parents of the bridegroom at
the La Griglia restaurant in
Kenilworth.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in Clark.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet on
Tuesday, February 3, at 8 p.m. in the
Courtroom of the Mountainside
Municipal Building, located off of
New Providence Road. The drive-
way for the Municipal Building is
the last one before reaching the light

on Route 22.
Jeff Hall will present a program he

has titled “Mundo Maya,” named for
one of the famous flamingoes of
Celestun.

In it, he will spotlight the Yucatan
Peninsula, including the ruined
temples of an ancient civilization;
exotic wildlife such as tityras and
curassows; the Mayan Legend “Why
the motmot lives in a hole,” and
deserted beaches where Snowy Plo-
vers and Sandwich terns abound.

On Monday, February 9, Tom
Gillen will lead a tour of various
creeks, marshes and open waters
along the Raritan Bay for a look at
wintering water and shorebirds.

Participants will meet at the Target
parking lot in Clark at 8 a.m. and are
advised to dress warmly and to bring
warm food. Guests are always wel-
come at club meetings and activities.

Mercurios Welcome
Maximus Alexander
Lisa and Mike Mercurio of Scotch

Plains have announced the birth of
their son, Maximus Alexander “Max”
Mercurio, on Tuesday, January 13, at
12:25 p.m. at Newark Beth Israel
Hospital.

Max weighed 6 pounds and 6 ounces
and measured 20¼ inches in length at
birth.

His sister, Paris Giselle, turned
three years old just three days earlier.

Max’s maternal grandparents are
Leon and Rita Gutmann of Scotch
Plains.

His paternal grandparents are Rob-
ert and Anne Wilson of Bridgewater.

Author to Sign Books
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local author

Cynthia Graham will visit the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Saturday,
February 7, at 2 p.m. for a discussion
and signing of her latest book, en-
titled “Nothing is Lost in the Spirit.”

Books will be available from the
author for purchase that afternoon.
The Scotch Plains Library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For further
information or directions, please call
(908) 322-5007.

SP Library Friends Seek
Donations For Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
and the Scotch Plains Junior Women’s
Club are asking area residents to
donate “like new” books through
Monday, March 15, to be resold at
the library’s upcoming sale.

Individuals are invited to donate
fiction and non-fiction works, mys-
teries, cookbooks, gardening books,
how-to books, craft books and espe-
cially children’s books. The book
sale will take place in March.

According to Friends President
Bob Czaja, the items “should be in
very good condition, since they will
be resold.”

Mr. Czaja noted that the library
will also accept gently-used videos,
books-on-tape, compact disks and
audio cassettes for resale.

Anyone wishing to donate books
and/or other audio/visual products
for the book sale may bring them to
the library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, during regular library hours.

 

Westfield AARP Reveals
Next Meeting, Trip Dates

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next general meeting on
Monday, February 2, at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located
at the corner of East Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m., to be followed by
a brief business meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Afterwards, guest speaker Nichol
Melcher, a registered nurse, will dis-
cuss “The Causes and Symptoms of
Hypertension and its Treatment.”

Members are asked to bring dona-
tions of canned and boxed grocery

items for the needy.
Reservations will be taken for a

day trip to the Hunterdon Hills Play-
house on Wednesday, February 18.
The $54.50 cost will include a lun-
cheon with the choice of five entrees,
the bus ride, all gratuities and pre-
mium seats to see the comedy show
The Rainmaker.

The bus will leave at 10 a.m. from
the far side of the Lord & Taylor
parking lot on North Avenue in
Westfield. For more information,
please call (908) 232-1362.

Three multi-night trips are also
planned, beginning with a visit to
Cape May for “Tea in the Tulip Gar-
den” from April 28 to 30. The cost
will be $305 for double and triple
occupancy and $370 for single ac-
commodations.

From May 16 to 22, there will be a
seven-day, six-night trip to Georgia
and its exotic, off-shore islands of San
Simeon and Jekyll Island, with many
other attractions. Double and triple
occupancies will be $463 and single
accommodations will cost $613.

A five-day, four-night Canadian
trip is planned for June 14 to 18,
featuring Niagara Falls, the Seneca
Nation Casino, Imax Movie, Casa
Loma, and an all-day tour of Toronto,
among other activities. Rates are
$450 for double and triple accom-
modations and $549 for single.

For more information or reserva-
tions, please call Marie Stauder at
(908) 889-6769. Early reservations
will ensure front bus seating.

Singles Group Confirms
February Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
over age 45 are invited to gather each
Sunday at 9 a.m. at the First Baptist
Church in Westfield for coffee, cake
and lively discussions on issues re-
lated to single living.

The next meeting dates are Febru-
ary 8, 15, 22 and 29. Meetings are
held in the lower level meeting room
of the church, located at 170 Elm
Street. A $2 donation is requested
and all are welcome.

Group members also are invited to
take part in winter movie nights,
summer picnics and holiday get-
togethers, among other activities. For
more information, please call (908)
889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.
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CONTACT to Commence
Spring Training Program

Author and Rabbi to Give
Talks at Temple Emanu-El

First Congregational to Hold
Grief Recovery Workshop

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield, will sponsor a six-
week grief recovery workshop begin-
ning on Monday, February 9.

The sessions will be held every
Monday evening from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
All are welcome and the church is
wheelchair accessible.

Carol Burner, a certified grief re-
covery specialist with a master’s de-
gree in counseling from Seton Hall
University, will present the program.

Ms. Burner, who lost a daughter
herself, has spent the past eight years
offering individual and group coun-
seling to clients suffering from sig-
nificant and tragic losses, both in the
corporate and private sectors.

The workshop fee is $140 for the
entire six-week session; there is no
charge for members of the First Con-
gregational Church.

For additional information or to reg-
ister, please call the church at (908) 233-
2494 or Ms. Burner at (732) 562-8565.

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 1, Temple Emanu-El in Westfield
will host Ellen Frankel, a folklorist and
author of “The Five Books of Moses.”
She will discuss “Torah Through a

Woman’s Eyes” beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Ms. Frankel, the Editor-in-Chief and

Chief Executive Officer of the Jewish
Publication Society, will discuss how
the Torah speaks to women. She will
also highlight the stories, conflicts and
dreams of women in the Bible. Both
women and men are welcome to attend.

The following Sunday, February 8,
Rabbi Niles Goldstein will speak about
finding hope during difficult times.
He will include personal experiences
as part of his discussion, which will
begin at 7 p.m. at the temple.

Rabbi Goldstein is the founding
rabbi of The New Shul in Greenwich
Village, N.Y. He has had articles pub-
lished in The New York Times and
Newsweek, is the author of “God at the
Edge,” and served as FBI Chaplain at
Ground Zero following the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street. For further infor-
mation regarding either of these pro-
grams, please call Carolyn Shane at
(908) 232-6770.

WESTFIELD — CONTACT We
Care, a 24-hour crisis hotline, will
begin its Spring Training Program
on Tuesday, February 24, at the First
United Methodist Church, located
on East Broad Street in Westfield.

Morning and evening classes will
be offered each Tuesday through
May 11. Classes will be held from
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7
to 10 p.m.

The training program consists of
12 interactive classroom sessions
followed by an internship period
that includes the completion of nine
shifts on the line with an experi-
enced hotline volunteer.

The comprehensive, 50-hour
training program is designed to
strengthen a volunteer’s listening
and problem solving skills, and to
increase knowledge and awareness
of issues surrounding grief, depres-
sion, mental illness, abuse and sui-
cide.

“It is not necessary to have a
background in psychology or social
work to volunteer at CONTACT We
Care,” said Program Director Mary
Kelly. “We have volunteers of all
ages and from all walks of life.”

The hotline provides confidential
crisis intervention, reassurance and
support, as well as information and

referrals, to callers throughout New
Jersey. CONTACT is also one of
three crisis centers that respond to
1-800-SUICIDE in New Jersey.

Trained volunteers also staff the
Care Ring Program, an outreach
service that provides daily reassur-
ance calls to the homebound elderly
and disabled.

Volunteers may schedule their
shifts around family and work sched-
ules. For more information, or to
register for the spring class, please
call the CONTACT office at (908)
301-1899 or e-mail Ms. Kelly at
mary@contactwecare.org.

We Are All Teachers By Example
Of the Way We Treat One Another

By KATIE FEEKS

When I am in my car, I frequently
listen to NPR, a talk station with
commentaries and guests who dis-
cuss current events and issues in our
communities. Several months ago, a
discussion focused on the young
people of today who place such tre-
mendous emphasis on the clothes
they wear, and the labels on these
clothes. Teens from low-income
families were explaining that they
had after-school jobs so they could
buy the right clothes and feel like
they belong.

I have continued to think about
this story and the implication it has
not only for our children today, but
also the future of our communities.
Aside from the issue that these teens
were only living in the present and
were unable to look ahead to any
long-term goals of college, technical
training or a job after high school,
they were making their decisions on
acceptable friendships and relation-
ships based on appearances.

The need to “look cool” overshad-
owed their need to develop an indi-
vidual identity and personal goals,
and precluded their examining the
values and goals of the friends and
classmates they worked so hard to be
with.

I thought to myself, what is this
world coming to? But then I re-
minded myself that there are any
number of adults in our community
who make similar judgments about
the choice of friends, or those that
they do not want to be friends with,
based on appearance, the cars they
drive, or where they live.

Left unchecked, is this not the
beginnings of intolerance? – clothes,
cars, race, religion, cultural tradi-

tion. Is this really the world we want
to live in? Is this the world we want
our children and grandchildren to
live in?

Children do not automatically grow
into caring, attentive, observant
adults. These are skills and traits that
are taught and nurtured as they move
to adulthood, skills that are learned
by observing the adults in their lives.

How do we teach our children that
the appearance of another is not the
key factor in deciding that another
individual deserves attention, and
respect? It begins with teaching the
importance of treating each indi-
vidual they meet with dignity and
respect, a lesson reinforced by watch-
ing the example set by the adults in
their lives.

It is learning to listen, truly listen,
to what is being said, and to make
judgments based on the words they
hear, and not the appearance of the
speaker. It is teaching our children to
reach out to others, helping those in
need; teaching them to care about
the world around them.

The social service needs in our
community are enormous. As adults,
let us create more opportunities for
our children to learn about differ-
ences and the needs of others by
developing volunteer opportunities
for children and their families. We
can all set an example of caring and
sharing based on inherent respect for
everyone we meet. Our children are
watching – what are they learning?

* * * * * * *
Mrs. Feeks is Executive Director

of CONTACT We Care and a member
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium and the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium.

Unitarian Church in Summit
Will Host Open Mic Night

Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM
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Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance.

Although this offer is for new account holders only, 
we have similar great options for our current customers. 

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Cardsm…free fi rst order of Deluxe 

wallet style checks…free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your banking 
accounts to us. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

Valley’s 
Perfect Switchsm took 

the hassle out of 
moving from my 

old bank. 

NEW LEADERS…The Westfield Area Old Guard installed their new officers
for 2004 at the weekly meeting. Pictured, left to light, are: Forrest Allen,
Assistant Treasurer; Jack O’Reardon, Secretary; Dick Weiss, Corresponding
Secretary; Mike Gadol, Director; and Roy Bowman, Vice Director. Not pic-
tured is: Tom Splane, Treasurer.

WF Old Guard Installs
New Officers for 2004
WESTFIELD –A new slate of officers

for 2004 was installed during the weekly
meeting of the Westfield Area Old Guard.

Speaker Sally Rand discussed
Westfield history, told through the
founders buried in the Revolutionary
War Cemetery on Mountain Avenue.

The Old Guard meets every Thurs-
day Morning in the Kellog room at the
Westfield Y. Meetings begin at 10 a.m.
and speakers are scheduled from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m.

Retired men interested in golf, bowl-
ing, bridge or joining our singing group
The Merrymen, should contact Direc-
tor Mike Gadol at (908) 233-6222, or
stop in any Thursday morning at the Y.
The coffee is ready at 9:30 a.m.

Caregivers Meeting
Slated For Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Feb-
ruary 2 at 8 p.m. in the Parish Center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1867.

SUMMIT – Second Saturdays at
The Unitarian Church in Summit
will sponsor an open mic night on
Saturday, February 14, for those who
want to sing a song to a loved one, to
share sentiments in a love poem, or
to listen to romantic music sung by
musicians from the area.

The event will be held at The Uni-
tarian Church, 4 Waldron Avenue,

Summit, at the corner of Springfield
Avenue.

Sign-up begins at 7:30 p.m. and
the show starts at 8 p.m. Admission is
$4, with additional donations wel-
come. Proceeds will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Trust Fund.

For directions, please visit
www.secondsaturdays.org or call
(908) 928-0127.

Baptist Men Invited
To Diner Gathering
WESTFIELD — Men from the

First Baptist Church of Westfield
will meet for “Grub with the
Guys” on Tuesday, February 3, at
6:45 a.m. at the Scotchwood
Diner, located on Route 22, East,
in Scotch Plains.

Participants may come in suits
or casual wear, en route to work
or recreational activities. For
more information, please call
(908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Miller-Cory Museum Plans
Ground Hog Day Activities

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Febru-
ary 1, the Miller-Cory House Museum
will celebrate Ground Hog Day from 2
to 4 p.m. Ground Hog Day is Monday,
February 2. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Patricia D’Angelo of Westfield will
explain the old theory that if the ground
hog sees his shadow, spring will be
late; if he doesn’t, spring will be early.

The program is described as ideal
for young children. Besides the ground
hog legend, youngsters will learn
about other mid-winter celebrations
and will make a ground hog craft.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is staffed by a volunteer group of
costumed docents. Visitors are in-
vited to stop by the museum’s gift
shop, which carries a variety of Co-
lonial reproductions, crafts and edu-

cational materials.
On Sunday, February 8, Evelyn

Kennelly of Westfield will present
“Historic Valentines” at the museum
between 2 and 4 p.m.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. For more
information about the museum, its
calendar of events or volunteer oppor-
tunities, please call (908) 232-1776.

First Baptist Members
To Mark ‘Souper Bowl’

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church in Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will hold a “Souper Bowl
of Caring” this Sunday, February 1.

Youth from the church will stand at
the sanctuary exits after worship to
collect dollar bills in soup pots. The
money raised will be donated to a local
charity that helps the hungry and oth-
ers going through a difficult time.

In the spirit of the Souper Bowl,
youth and adult members of First
Baptist will join forces for a “Souper
Bowl Service Blitz” on Saturday,
January 31. They will work on reno-
vation of a kitchen for a Westfield
resident. For information on church
activities, please call (908) 233-2278.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 29, 2004 Page 9

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-13

COCOZZIELLO HITS 19 POINTS; HAYES SINKS 15

Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off
Red Raider Boys, 57-50

CONNOLLY WINS ‘WILD’ ONE OVER DELDUCA AT 145

No. 20 Raider Matmen Defeat
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 51-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off convincing victories over
Hanover Park and Randolph, the No.
20 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team handled host
Westfield, 51-21, on January 21. Most
of the bouts went according to plan,
with the favored winning; however,
two bouts – 145-lbs and 160-lbs –
were particularly entertaining.

Raider Eric Connolly, unbeaten in
regular-season matches, bumped up
from 140-lbs to face Blue Devil Tom
DelDuca, who had lost only one bout
all season. Both wrestlers went at
each other furiously in one of the
wildest, non-stop first periods imag-

inable. Even though no points were
awarded in that first period, each
wrestler came ever so close to gain-
ing control several times. Connolly
scored a reversal and a two-point tilt
in the second period then used his
outstanding top-riding ability to pre-
vent DelDuca from scoring to notch
a 4-0 victory.

“I expected him to be tough. The
first period was all scrambling. I
work and work on that in my club on
scrambling,” said Connolly who
added. “I love to do crab rides and
cross wrists.”

Blue Devil sophomore Andrew
Shaffer upped his varsity record to 5-
0 with an exciting, 7-6 decision over

Yoav Nudell at 160-lbs. The very
aggressive Shaffer shot several low
single takedowns and managed to
make good on two, the last one com-
ing late in the third period to give
him the victory.

Aware of his need to finish on his
takedown attempts, Shaffer com-
mented, “I need to run the pipe a
little more on the single leg.”

Beginning at the 103-lb class, the
Blue Devils took a 12-0 team lead
when undefeated Robbie Mench
settled Dave DeNichilo in 1:58 with
a figure four of the head at 103-lbs
and Sam Kramer stuck Sal Gano
with a half nelson in 1:18 at 112-lbs.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three quarters of offensive domi-
nance was enough for the Westfield
High School boys basketball team to
withstand a ferocious, 36-point fourth-
quarter charge by East Side, and give
the Blue Devils a 57-50 victory in

Westfield on January 22. The Blue
Devils, however, put themselves in
better positions to finish plays, took
advantage of easy baskets and scored
20-24 overall from the foul line, in-
cluding 10-13 in the final quarter.

Blue Devil Jan Cocozziello and Eric
Hayes pumped in 19 points and 15

points, respectively. Cocozziello har-
vested seven rebounds, accounted for
three assists and had two steals. Tyshon
Blackmon put up five points, had three
assists and swiped three steals. Terrence
Bryant netted five points and eight
rebounds and Joe Korfmacher had six
points and seven rebounds.

Luis DaSilva led the Red Raider
fourth quarter wrecking crew with 23
points, including five from down town.

“For three quarters, we really de-
fended well but offensively we
struggled at times,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly. “We didn’t
recognize quick enough and re-
sponded a little slow with pressure
when DaSilva started hitting from
everywhere. We had 20 turnovers,
which is way too much. We still need
to clean some things up and make
better decisions with the basketball.
We did some good things by handling
the ball well and hitting on foul shots
when we really needed to at the end.”

“In our last four games, it’s been a
case of mental breakdowns,” com-
mented Cocozziello. “When a team
starts hitting their shots and apply a
good pressure defense and the other
team starts turning the ball over and

BACHI, SILBER GET KEY PINS; P. MINEO SEALS WIN

SPF Raiders Win ‘Blood’ Feud
Over Panther Matmen, 32-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“A man’s got to know his limita-
tions,” was a statement made by Clint
Eastwood in a 1970 era detective
movie. Several Roselle Park High
School wrestlers, who knew they
were outmatched, resorted to a “mini-
mize loses” technique – a necessary
strategy sometimes – and succeeded
but it was not enough as the 12-1,
hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
matmen prevailed, 32-24, in front of
a packed, standing room only gym
on January 24.

The success of the first two Pan-
thers presented on the mat, John
Delaurentis (135-lbs) and Troy
MacDermant (140-lbs), to lose only
by decisions to Raider standouts Steve
Mineo and Eric Connolly, respec-
tively, prevented valuable team points
from being yielded and made way
for a very interesting match for the
remainder of the evening. Realizing

that Delaurentis fully intended not to
be turned to his back, Mineo scored
six takedowns to come up with a 12-
6 win and Connolly tried desperately
to turn MacDermant to his back and
even yielded a two-point reversal, in
doing so, but won, 6-3.

“I felt the ref, who did an excellent
job, banged us a few times when it
shouldn’t have been, but with those
matches there, he didn’t call them
(for stalling) that much and he should
have,” opined Raider Head Coach
John Scholz.

The 6-2 Panthers won by fall at 145-
lbs to tie the match score, 6-6, then
Raider Pedro Coyt scored two
takedowns and a two-point near fall to
command a 6-2 decision over Josh
Disano. The Panthers took an 11-9
lead when Jim Garrison was awarded
two penalty points in the final second
to win a 21-6, technical fall at 160-lbs.

With the added pressure, Raiders
Andrew Silber and Charlie Bachi

came through, with key falls. Silber
punished John Wright before he
ended the pain in 2:56 with a half

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UP, UP AND IN…Blue Devil Jan Cocozziello, No. 30, penetrates inside two East
Side defenders and scores. Cocozziello fired in 19 points and grabbed seven
rebounds. Westfield won, 57-50, in Westfield on January 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO AVOID A TILT…Blue Devil sophomore Steve Cruikshank, front, tries to avoid being turned to his
back by Raider junior Marc Fabiano in the 215-lb bout. The 20th-ranked Raiders defeated the Blue Devils 51-21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A KEY PIN…Raider Charlie Bachi, face on left, has Panther Jesse
Milara in a very difficult situation in the 189-lb bout. Bachi pinned Milara in
2:39. The Raiders defeated the Panthers, 32-24. The Raiders also defeated the
Panthers two years ago to become the first Union County team to beat them since
New Providence beat them twice in 1994.
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KLIMOWICZ POURS IN 21 POINTS

Raider Hoopsters Pelt
Cougar Girls, 63-30

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The defensive roof caved in for the
6-8, Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team when 20th-ranked host
Scotch Plains-Fanwood went on a 17-
6 first-quarter scoring frenzy and
breezed to a, 63-30, victory on Janu-
ary 24. Raider center Hillary
Klimowicz led all scoring with 21
points, while grabbing seven rebounds
and making three blocks.

Point guard Jenny Burke finished
with 10 points and eight assists and
forward Maura Gillooly netted five
points, including one-three pointer, two
assists and three swipes. Forward Katie
Feeley fired in eight points, pulled four
rebounds and stole two basketballs.
Guard Liz DeCataldo sank six points,
had three assists and made three steals.

“The kids came out strong, showed
a lot of intensity and hustle and we
didn’t want to have a game of it,” said
Raider Head Coach Brian Homm. “We
wanted to stay close and not allow
Cranford to get any kind of confi-
dence that they could beat us. We
came out, played very well offen-
sively from the beginning along with
some tough man-to-man defense,
double teamed at times and shut them
down early. That was the key.”

In the first quarter, Klimowicz scored
three of her seven points from the free
throw line and Burke and DeCataldo
added four points. As the Cougar de-
fense was unable to adjust to the Raid-
ers’ inside game, the scoring frenzy
continued in the second quarter.
Gillooly frayed the net with a three-
pointer, Klimowicz, who was double
and triple-teamed throughout the game,
netted seven and Feeley looped the ball
in for six points. In came, Mareika
Friess and freshman guard Allie Zazzali
who each scored a bucket to carry the

Raiders to a 37-17 lead.
“I really don’t have to handle the

pressure too much by being triple
teamed because I have great shooters
around me,” explained Klimowicz. “If
and when they do and I can’t do any-
thing with it, it leaves at least two people
open. Recently I have been working
more on my posting and getting back
in shape, so actually I have been run-
ning the court much better and it’s
become easier to handle the passes.”

The rapid pace got to the Cougars in
the third quarter while the Raiders
went on a 19-4 scoring spree.

“We didn’t get ranked in the state
and we really took that to heart. That
explains the motivation to pick it up
towards the second half of the season,”
explained Burke. “I believe we have all
improved and picked it up in different
areas. This year, we have a harder sched-
ule early on and I think we really were
not prepared. However, all of our losses
except for the Shabazz game were very
close. We’re really looking forward to
the Shabazz game because we need to
redeem ourselves and I feel that we
have really progressed.”

The Raider bench went to work in
the fourth quarter. Sophomore Lauren
Benovegno scored three points and
freshman Tiffany Smith rolled in a
lay-up. Megan Makely, Christine
DeLuca, Loni Kaye, Allie Hambleton
and Lauren Maines also got action in
the final quarter.

“We really did the things we wanted
to do today,” said Homm. “We maneu-
vered the ball well inside to Klimowicz,
we were able to drive to the basket and
used the pick-and-roll a little bit. Things
work for you like that when you’re
playing well and today I was really
pleased the way we played.”
Cranford 17 20 19   7 63
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   6 11   4   9 30

High School Boys and Girls
Varsity Swimming Results:

JANUARY 21:
Girls: Scotch Plains-Fanwood 65, Kearny 29
50 free: Courtney Veeck (S) 28.02
100 free: Veeck (S) 1:05.11
200 free: Brittany Adisano (S) 2:27.39
500 free: Lauren Haertlein (S) 6:38.12
100 breast: Jessica Cavanaugh (S) 1:27.38
100 fly: Meryl Akyuck (S) 1:16.01
100 back: Jen Gaglioti (S) 1:13.84
200 IM: Akyuck (S) 1:16.01
200 free relay: S (Hailey Middleton, Lauren Fox,
Judy Brown, Veeck) 2:04.65
400 free relay: S (Akyuck, Erica Bloom, Adisano,
Gaglioti) 4:34.28
200 medley relay: S (Gaglioti, Cavanaugh, Veeck,
Akyuck) 2:16.58

Boys: Scotch Plains-Fanwood 58, Kearny 36
50 free: Derek Middleton (S) 26.03
100 free: Middleton (S) 58.92
200 free: Allen Newhauser (S) 2:26.02
500 free: Newhauser (S) 6:43.96
100 breast: Szymon Sudol (K) 1:13.37
100 fly: Mike Miller (S) 1:04.01
100 back: Mike Miller (S) 1:08.49
200 IM: Sudol (K) 2:28.44
200 free relay: S (Mike Miller, Dan Neito, Mike
Fragna, Middleton) 1:47.88
400 free relay: S (Matt Miller, Nieto, Fragna,
Newhauser) 4:17.16
200 medley relay: S (Derek Mistel, Matt Miller,
Mike Miller, Fragna) 2:03.96

Coed: Union Catholic 127, Linden 43
50 free: Chris McKenna (U) 27.83
100 free: Katie Palitto (U) 1:11.31
200 free: Jen Hand (U) 2:11.1
500 free: Brian Carr (U) 6:03.09
100 breast: David Ford (U) 1:13.8
100 fly: Katherine Kaczor (U) 1:11.07
100 back: Nicole Zoller (U) 1:10.17
200 IM: Erin O’Connor (U) 2:23.26
200 free relay: U (Kaczor, Jomo Gordon, Hand,
McKenna) 1:59.64
400 free relay: U (DJ Walker, Chris Morency,
Kaczor, Joe Cooney) 4:19.5
200 medley relay: U (Zoller, Ford, O’Connor,
Beth Deresz) 2:09.23

JANUARY 22:
Boys: Scotch Plains-Fanwood (7-2-1) 99, Plainfield 69
50 free: Callands (P) 25.59

100 free: David Hauptman (S) 54.93
200 free: Mike Miller (S) 2:05.7
500 free: Mike Miller (S) 5:57.32
100 breast: Mike Sheffield (S) 1:12.53
100 fly: Jon Sheffield (S) 58.81
100 back: Mike Fargna (S) 1:03.35
200 IM: Deryck Middleton (S) 2:21.19
200 free relay: S (Jon Sheffield, Mike Miller,
Middleton, Hauptman) 1:47.92
400 free relay: S (J. Sheffield, Fargna, Dan Nietro,
Matt Miller) 3:59.46
200 medley relay: S (Fargna, Matt Miller, M.
Sheffield, Alan Neuhauser) 1:57.08

Girls: Scotch Plains-Fanwood (8-1) 93, Plainfield
64
50 free: Meral Akyuz (S) 27.4
100 free: Brittany Larkin (S) 1:02.21
200 free: Courtney Veeck (S) 2:24.37
500 free: Mary Marsan (S) 5:56.25
100 breast: Jillian Murphy (S) 1:24.63
100 fly: Corean Shelton (P) 1:17.62
100 back: Howard (P) Not recorded
200 IM: Shelton (P) 2:53.61
200 free relay: S (Erica Bloom, Haley Middleton,
Rebecca Koransky, Akyuz) 2:02.81
400 free relay: S (Veeck, Lauren Haertlein, Lauren
Fox, Jessica Cavanaugh) 4:32.87
200 medley relay: S (Amanda Cameron, Kate
Kosenick, Kristen Henkels, Larkin) 2:11.9

JANUARY 23:
Girls: Westfield 132, Elizabeth 37
50 free: Liz Trimble (W) 27.73
100 free: Jess Budnick (W) 1:06.65
200 free: Nicole DeBenedetto (W) 2:19.88
500 free: Brittany Reyes (W) 5:56.34
100 breast: Darrell Ann Smith (W) 1:19.52
100 fly: Smith (W) 1:09.46
100 back: Lauren Winchester (W) 1:16.55
200 IM: Winchester (W) 2:33.91
200 free relay: W (Winchester, Budnick, Katie
Morgan, Kylie Fraser) 1:55.4
400 free relay: W (Fraser, Christine Clark,
Budnick, Neda Simaika) 4:11.06
200 medley relay: W (Fraser, Morgan, Callie
Mesero, Ilene Goodman) 2:13.57

Boys: Westfield 129, Elizabeth 41
50 free: Brandon Cuba (W) 24.18
100 free: Steve Riveiro (W) 59.41
200 free: Andrew Prunesti (W) 1:59.7
500 free: Phil Anton (W) 6:13.91
100 breast: PJ Harley (W) 1:15.52
100 fly: Luke Baran (W) 1:03.5
100 back: Kyle Murray (W) 1:06.48
200 IM: Harley (W) 2:20.9
200 free relay: W (Harley, Cuba, Greg Blanton,
Anton) 1:47.62
400 free relay: W (Dan McGrory, Jeff Dresely,
Evan Vanarelli, Blanton) 4:16.46
200 medley relay: W (Murray, Matt Boyle,
Vanarelli, Cuba) 1:58.54

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT DIVISION

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.,
in the NJDOT MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035
Parkway Avenue, until 10:00 A.M. on 2/5/2004 and opened and read for:

DRAINAGE RESTORATION CONTRACT 2004
REGION NORTH

COUNTIES OF BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON, MORRIS, PASSAIC, WARREN, UNION
100 % STATE

DP # 03445

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act:, N.J.S. 34:11-56.48 et seq.
(P.L. 2003, c.91), bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. Drawings, specifications, and bid
documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the
NJDOT Engineering and Operations Bldg. 1st floor, Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey 08625
during business hours. Names and address of prospective bidders for this project may be
acquired by telephoning (609) 530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is (609)
530-4503.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/04, 1/22/04 and 1/29/04, The Leader Fee: $140.76

®REALTOR

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

The “Spring Market” is here!

 Thinking of buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary

 market analysis of your home

Scotch Plains
" Carrie Farm Estates" 

Exquisite Colonial home, built in 2002, features five bedrooms 
and four and one-half baths. The home has a wonderful open 

 The Carrie Farm Estates location 
offers almost an acre property on a quiet cul-de-sac street. 

Available immediately and presented at $989,900.

floor plan, high ceilings, hardwood and marble floors, plus 
many other quality amenities! 

Blue Devil Girls Capture
UC Track & Field Crown

A few weeks after winning the
Union County Relay title, the
Westfield High School girls cap-
tured the Union County girls in-
door track and field crown at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth on January 26.
The Blue Devil girls totaled 52
points and Plainfield was second
with 41 points. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed fourth with a 29
total and Governor Livingston tied
Linden for seventh with four points.

The Blue Devil girls finished 1-
2-3 in the 880-yard run and crossed
first in the 4x440-yard relay to push
their point total past the Cardinals.
In the 880, Emily MacNeil crossed
first with a time of 2:31.0 followed
by Annie Onishi at 2:31.5 and Meg
Driscoll at 2:31.9. In the 4x440,
MacNeil finished her leg in 1:06.9,
Driscoll’s time was 1:08.5, Mika
Cruz was timed at 1:10.5 and Onishi
was timed at 1:05.3 to win the
event with a total time of 4:31.2
followed by the Raiders at 4:32.5.

Blue Devil senior Deenie Quinn
crossed third in the two-mile run
with a time of 12:45.9. MacNeil
also placed second in the 440 with
a time of 1:04.1. Ja’Net Tiller
placed sixth in the 60-yard dash
with a time of 7.7 but, in her second
heat, she finished in 7.4 to set a new
Westfield High School (WHS)
record.

After falling in the finals, Cruz
finished sixth in the 60-yard hurdles
with a time of 12.3. In the semifinal
heat, she finished in 8.8, which
would have been the equivalent of
third place. Alison Petrow took
sixth in the shot put with a WHS
record heave of 35’3.75”.

Raider Aja Bundy came in third
in the 440 with a time of 1:05.6 and
Kim Appezzato finished fifth in the
880 with a time of 2:37.2. Liz Elko
took sixth in the two-mile run at
13:14.0. GL Highlander Chrissy
Sidie crossed fourth in the one-
mile run with a time of 5:43.4.

Local High School Girls
Varsity Basketball Results:

JANUARY 20:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 69, Eliza-
beth 44

Hillary Klimowicz scored 19 points
– 15 in the first half – and Maura
Gillooly put up 15 for the 7-4 Raid-
ers. Liz DeCataldo and Jen Burke
each sank seven points.
Elizabeth   4 14 11 15 44
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 17 20 12 69

Irvington 61, Westfield 16
Lauren Sinnenberg and Anne

McGrath each scored four points for
Westfield.
Westfield (0-12)   5   5   4   2 16
Irvington (10-2) 27 16 13   5 61

Immaculata 42, Union Catholic 38
The No. 16, 9-1 Spartans came

from behind with an 18-8 fourth
quarter run. Lindsay Hendricks
scored 12 points and Lauren Huber
netted 11 for the 6-4 Vikings and
Ashley Whittemore put in seven
points.
Immaculata 10   7   7 18 42
Union Catholic 11 10   9   8 38

Roselle Catholic 42, Governor
Livingston 40

Amanda McGrath netted 12 points
for the Highlanders.
Roselle Catholic 12   8   9 13 42
Gov. Livingston   8   4 14 14 40

JANUARY 22:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 61,
Irvington 43

Maura Gillooly fired in 20 points,
pulled six rebounds and made five
steals for the 9-4 Raiders and Hillary
Klimowicz netted 12 points
Irvington (10-3)   7   9 12 15 43
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 21 10   8 22 61

Newark East Side 39, Westfield 31
Casey Elkoury scored 10 points

and Lauren Sinnenberg put up eight
for the Blue Devils.
Westfield (0-13)   6   9   4 12 31
East Side (1-9) 10   6   8 15 39

Union Catholic 46, Rahway 29
Ally Walls scored 14 points and

Ashley Whittemore netted 12.
Union Catholic 13 16   7 10 46
Rahway (3-9)   7   7   6   9 29

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEING DOUBLE AND TRIPLE TEAMED…Raider center Hillary Klimowicz,
No. 34. with the basketball, despite being double and triple teamed, scored 21
points, pulled seven rebounds and made three blocks against Cranford.

Benjamin Solomon  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GLIDING TO VICTORY…Raider Jon Sheffield glides to victory in the 100
butterfly event against Plainfield on January 22. The Raiders defeated the
Cardinals, 99-69.
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Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off
Red Raider Boys, 57-50

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

COCOZZIELLO NETS 16; BRYANT, 9

Blue Knight Cagers Cool
Blue Devil Boys, 58-48

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team patience and quickness com-
bined with Blue Devil turnovers
opened the door for the Irvington
High School boys basketball team to
jump to a 20-point, second-quarter
scoring burst and continued determi-
nation rewarded the Blue Knights a,
58-48, victory over host Westfield on
January 20. Jan Cocozziello led the
6-5 Blue Devils with 16 points and
forward Terrence Bryant banged in
nine points, including two 3-point
hits from downtown. Joe Korfmacher
sank seven points, Eric Hayes struck
one from long range and finished
with five points while Billy Hearon
and Tyshon Blackmon scored four
points each.

Blue Knight center Shawn
Colewell accounted for 17 points,
including seven in the fourth quarter,
and forward Jennell Wilburn scored
14.

“It was not a good day for us,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“We struggled offensively and turned
the ball over eleven times. We had
their number in the first quarter, then
in the second quarter they changed
their defense and we didn’t react to it
very well. Once more, we had some
mental lapses. On the positive side,
Hearon came in and played very
well. He stepped it up and accounted

for just one turnover.”
The 7-5 Blue Knights were at the

right place at the right time, gathered
most of the rebounds and galloped to
an early, 6-0, first quarter. However,
the Blue Devils answered and showed
their best flare with a 14-6 sprint to
take a 14-12 lead by the end of the
quarter. Cocozziello, on a few eye-
ball popping spin moves, added six
points and Blackmon put in five.

The 20-7 gallop in the second quar-
ter, that included a 10-point run,
gave the Blue Knights a 32-21 lead at
the half. Bryant nailed a 3-pointer
and Cocozziello and Korfmacher
each added two points.

“Turnovers, turnovers,” expressed
coach Everly. “Turnovers turned into
easy baskets for them. Our guys found
it difficult adjusting against them.
Teams must earn their points, other-
wise you’re not successful and we
were not.”

The Blue Devils kept pace in the
third quarter when Bryant and
Korfmacher pushed a seven-point run
and outscored the Knights, 13-11.
The Blue Knights shifted personnel
in the fourth quarter and the Blue
Devils continued their turnovers and
missed shots. Irvington hit seven of
eight shots to maintain the upper
hand.
Irvington 12 20 11 15 58
Westfield 14   7 13 14 48

Devil Matmen Top Millburn;
Fall to Caldwell, Passaic Valley

No. 20 Raiders Overwhelm
Linden Matmen, 57-16

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While resting standouts Derek
Francavilla – ranked fourth in the
state at 125-lbs – and Andrew Silber
– ranked third at 171-lbs, the 20th-
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team overwhelmed
then 5-1 Linden, 57-16, in Scotch
Plains on January 23. The 11-1 Raid-
ers recorded six falls, three forfeits
and one decision while the Tigers
recorded one fall, a majority deci-
sion and two decisions.

Linden’s top Tiger, heavyweight
Ronnell Orr opened the bout with a
5-0 decision over senior Andrew
Loomis. Orr recorded a fine ankle
pick takedown in the first period
then added an escape and set up a
double leg takedown later in the
bout. Orr also showed strong top
riding – keeping on his toes to apply
pressure – and breakdown skills.

Raider freshman Dave DeNichilo
at 103-lbs, showing continued im-
provement, pinned Rani Rodriguez
in 1:37 and freshman Sal Gano fol-
lowed with a first-period, 1:33 fall
over 112-lb Mike Pisarski to put the
Raiders ahead 12-3. Senior 119-lb
Ronnie Ferrara faced a strong but
raw Ralph Calestine, who was, how-
ever, hard to keep down for a while,
but he did manage to put him away
in 2:27.

Wrestling in place of Francavilla
at 125-lbs, Ricky Olsen came up
against a fast and very strong Will-

iam Cooper who worked an effec-
tive roll through cradle to pin Olsen
in 2:43, narrowing the score to 18-9.
No Tigers set foot on the mat against
Steve Mineo at 130 and Pat Mineo
at 135, so the Raiders increased
their lead to 30-9.

Raider Eric Connolly displayed
the smoothest exhibition of the
evening against 140-lb Mark
Horzepa. Connolly exercised two
takedowns to three-point near fall
maneuvers and added another near
fall from a crab ride to grab a 13-
0 lead into the third period. Once
again, Connolly turned Horzepa
to his back near the outer ring.
Sensing Horzepa’s effort to scoot
off to save a team point, Connolly
quickly changed the pinning com-
bination and clamped him with a
cradle in 5:10.

Raider AJ Watson kept his wits
about him with a physical Marco
Rendesos and pulled out a 5-4 deci-
sion at 145-lbs and Pedro Coyt at
152-lbs, who had just recovered from
a neck injury, wasted no time with
Eric Meikle and showed him the
lights in 1:02.

Linden won via decision at 160-
lbs and majority decision at 171-lbs
then Charlie Bachi faced off with a
very muscular 189-lb Nick Dutto
but caught him off-guard with a
head throw in 3:09. Raider junior
Marc Fabiano at 215-lbs strutted to
center mat to receive a forfeit and to
finalize the scoring.

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team evened its record to 6-6
with a 41-30 win over Millburn while
losing, 46-24, to Caldwell and, 50-
24, to Passaic Valley (PV) at the Paul
J. Finn Memorial Tournament in
Millburn on January 24. Blue Devils
Rob Mench and Tom DelDuca each
recorded two falls and a decision.

Mench stuck Millburn’s Ricky
Chandler in 1:44 and decisioned
Caldwell’s Joe Cortese, 8-1, at 103-
lbs then pinned PV’s Steve
Kolanskowski in 2:20 at 112-lbs.
DelDuca edged Millburn’s Seth
Podhoretz, 3-2, then pinned Caldwell’s
Pat Fazzini in 4:37 and PV’s Joe
Fitzgerald in 0:53 at 145-lbs.

Blue Devil Lee Tomasso at 152-

lbs pinned Millburn’s Jordan Less in
1:30 and PV’s Frank Urchack in 2:48
but was stopped in 1:31 by sixth-
ranked Steve Martell of Caldwell.
Andrew Shaffer at 160-lbs pinned
Millburn’s Alex Rice in 4:34 and
won by, 9-6, decision over Caldwell’s
Mike Kane.

Colin Willard at 171-lbs pinned
Jorge Aspiazu of Millburn in 0:32
and Caldwell’s Anthony Gargiuolo
in 5:18. Heavyweight Nick Gismondi
won a 2-1 decision over Caldwell’s
Tom O’Brien and received a forfeit
against Millburn. Craig Hewit at 130-
lbs decisioned Millburn’s Dave
Spektor, 8-6, and Dan Whitney at
140-lbs won by disqualification over
PV’s Anthony Rivera.

throwing it away, nervousness sets in
and anything can happen. You can’t
sleep on a team like that and that
included me. That ball has to be
golden to us. Fortunately, we were
able to hold them off.”

The Blue Devils out-pointed East
Side, 11-2, in the first quarter then

Cocozziello went on an offensive
blitz in the second quarter netting
seven points, including a three-
pointer. Hayes and Power added two
and Bryant added two from the stripe
to give Westfield a 24-8 cushion.

The Blue Devils continued their of-
fensive accuracy while the defense,
led by Korfmacher, caused turnovers
that led to a 13-6 Westfield advantage
in the third quarter and a 23-point lead.

With five minutes remaining in the
game, the Red Raiders shelled the
basket 14 times, including eight 3-
pointers. DaSilva nailed five 3-point-
ers. The Blue Devils frayed the net
with 20 points, including 10 from the
stripe. Hayes hit a jumper and three
free throws. Blackmon scored five
points, Korfmacher hit for four and
Cocozziello nailed six points, includ-
ing four free throws in the final 1:05.

Korfmacher, who played perhaps
his best game of the season said, “We
controlled most of the game, but we
knew from the start that they had a
good three-pointer. It appeared as if
they really weren’t into the game,
perhaps they took us for granted. We
came out strong, scored quickly, built
up a sizeable lead and made a state-
ment that we were here to win.”
East Side   2   6   6 36 50
Westfield 11 13 13 20 57

Raider Matmen Get
2nd in JV Tourney
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Junior Varsity wrestling team
– with the absence of three wrestlers
– placed second in the JV Wrestling
Tournament on January 24 with 179
points behind Roselle Park with 202
points. Eight Raiders advanced to
the finals and three – Dakim Gaines
(130), Joe Bachi (140) and Anthony
Bora (189) – placed first. Bora was
voted Most Valuable Wrestler of the
tournament.

SPF Placements:
130: Dakim Gaines 1st place
140: Joe Bachi 1st place
189: Tony Bora 1st place
103: Matt Fliessner 2nd place
119: Ricky Olsen 2nd place
160: Malcolm Shell 2nd place
171: Steve Betau 2nd Place
215: Nick Giannaci 2nd place
152:  Andre Melendez 3rd place

Local High School Boys
Varsity Basketball Results:

JANUARY 20:
Dayton 57, Union Catholic 49

Chris Varga bucketed 13 points and
Mike Seaman scored seven for the Vi-
kings.

Union Catholic 19   8   8 14 49
Dayton 13   8 18 18 57

JANUARY 22:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 55, Irvington 51

Derrick Caracter netted 20 points, 15
rebounds and 15 blocks for the Raiders.
Sean Fuller scored 12 points, Lance
Thomas sank 11 and Mike Walker had
six points.

Sc. Pl.-Fnwd. 10   8   9 17 11 55
Irvington   7 13 16 12   3 51

North Plainfield 60, Union Catholic 41
Viking Shannon Brown bucketed eight

points.

N. Plainfield (10-0) 28   9 19   4 60
Union Catholic   9   8 15   9 41

JANUARY 23:
Governor Livingston 53, Union
Catholic 34

Mike Amalfe, Bryan Beal and Jason
Hollowell each scored nine points for 7-3
GL. Chris Esperon sank 12 points for UC.

Gov. Livingston 20 10 15   8 53
Union Catholic   7   6 15   6 34

JANUARY 24:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 50, Cranford 48

Lance Thomas had 15 points and Mike
Johnson, who finished with nine points,
nailed two 3-pointers and a free throw in
the final minute for the Raiders.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 12   9 15 50
Cranford 10 11 12 15 48

Westfield 62, Shabazz 50
Jan Cocozziello fired in 17 points and

Terrence Bryant sank 16 .
Shabazz 16   8   6 20 50
Westfield (8-5)   9 18 17 18 62

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HITTING A JUMPER…Blue Devil Joe Korfmacher fires in a jumper against
East Side. Korfmacher netted six points and seven rebounds.
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SPF Raiders Win ‘Blood’ Feud
Over Panther Matmen, 32-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

nelson and a leg lift.
“I knew that I could pin him. I was

confident. I felt if I couldn’t turn him
on the mat, I was going to keep
taking him down until his back was
exposed.”

Bachi also inflicted his share of
punishment on Jesse Milara before
flipping him to his back and clamp-
ing him with an arm bar and half
nelson in 2:39.

“We knew that they never give us
anything. They never go to their
back,” said Bachi. “We knew we
needed some big points in the upper
weights. Everybody wrestled their
hearts out!”

“I was hoping for those two, and
we got them,” expressed coach
Scholz. “That was really big.”

At 215-lbs, Raider Marc Fabiano,

who won 6-4 over Jose Aravena,
recorded a three-point near fall, an
escape and a takedown but did yield
an escape and a takedown in the final
two seconds while desperately at-
tempting to gain a majority decision.
Panther heavyweight Chris
Bouhoutsos won an 8-2 decision over
Andrew Loomis.

At 103-lbs, Panther Kevin Blatt
won an 8-1 decision over Dave
DeNichilo and 112-lb Brian Swick
barely got past Sal Gano, 5-3. Standout
Panther Joe Blackford dropped to the
119-lb class and won a 12-3, majority
decision over Ronnie Ferrara to knot
the team score at 24-24.

Raider Derek Francavilla en-
tangled 125-lb Ross Soares like a
pretzel, recording three near falls,
three takedowns and a penalty point
to end the bout in 5:21 with a 15-0,
technical fall and to give the Raiders
a 29-24 team advantage entering the
final bout.

But the best was yet to come!
Raider freshman Pat Mineo tore into
Joe Signorello, recording a first pe-
riod takedown and an escape and a
takedown in the second period. Add-

ing fuel to the fire, however, Mineo’s
nose began to bleed and several bleed-
ing timeouts were called. Hoping to
snag a team victory via bleeding
default, the Panther coaches ap-
proached the scorer’s table, hoping
that the five-minute allowance would
run out. With his nose heavily taped,
Mineo persisted and won 7-3 to seal
victory.

“I was totally confident that I could
win,” said Pat Mineo. “I got worried
about the blood. When they wrapped
it (nose), I didn’t care whether I
could breath or not. I knew I could
pull through.”

“Pat Mineo! What a wonderful job
this boy did. I’m hugging him as I
talk,” expressed coach Scholz as he
hugged Pat Mineo.

“When you look at the scoreboard,

you realize it was a nail biter all the
way through, not only for the Mineo
brothers’ family here at SP-F, but for
everyone,” said Steve Mineo. “This
is just a one big family team.”

After last year’s three-point loss,
we just wanted to come after them,”
said Fabiano. “A great match! Ev-
eryone, including the crowd, was in
it and loved it. It was one of the high
points of the season.”

“The kids did a great job and the
kids who didn’t win did a wonderful
job,” stated Scholz. “They wanted
this more than anything. Now we go
on to the counties!”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
135: — S. Mineo (S) d. Delaurentis, 12-6
140: — Connolly (S) d. MacDermant, 6-3
145: — Capone (RP) p. AJ Watson, 4:51
152: — Coyt (S) d. Disano, 6-2
160: — Garrison (RP) tf. Yoav Nudell, 21-
6, 6:00
171: — Silber (S) p. Wright, 2:56
189: — Bachi (S) p. Milara, 2:39
215: — Fabiano (S) d. Aravena, 6-4
Hwt: — Bouhoutsos (RP) d. Loomis, 8-2
103: — Blatt (RP) d. DeNichilo, 8-1
112: — Swick (RP) d. Gano, 5-3
119: — Blackford (RP) md. Ferrara, 12-3
125: — Francavilla (S) tf. Soares, 15-0,
5:21
130: — P. Mineo (S) d. Signorello, 7-3

“I run the Madison arm bar a lot
and he was bridging up on his head,
so I figure foured it,” explained
Mench.

“He’s a real solid freshman,” said
Kramer of Gano. “I started a little
more conservatively on my feet. Once
I started to go with him, I realized I
could penetrate. He made one mis-
take and I capitalized.”

At 119-lbs, Raider Ronnie Ferrara
scored a quick escape and a takedown
to grab a 9-0, majority decision over
Colin MacKay. After the Raiders
won via forfeit at 125-lbs, Derek
Francavilla put the Raiders in front
15-12 with a 16-0, technical fall in
2:58 over Craig Hewit. Steve Mineo
added six more team points by pin-
ning Blue Devil Mark Boyd in 1:08
with a figure four of the torso to a
grapevine at 135-lbs.

Raider Pat Mineo was somewhat
frustrated with a stubborn Dan
Whitney at 140-lbs but did score two
takedowns and a reversal to walk
away with a 6-1 decision.

Blue Devil Lee Tomasso stuck AJ
Watson in 1:28 with an arm bar and
half nelson at 152-lbs and, after
Shaffer gave the Blue Devils their
final team points, the Raiders rolled

off three pins and a forfeit. Raider
Andrew Silber pinned Chris Williard
in 38 seconds with a grapevine and
half nelson at 171-lbs. Raider Charlie
Bachi received a forfeit at 189-lbs
and Marc Fabiano smothered Steve
Cruikshank in 3:01 at 215-lbs.

After holding a 2-0 lead, Raider
heavyweight Andrew Loomis turned
Nick Gismondi to his back in 5:27.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
103: — Mench (W) p. DeNichilo, 1:58
112: — Kramer (W) p. Gano, 1:18
119: — Ferrara (S) md. MacKay, 9-0
125: — Ricky Olsen (S) won forfeit
130: — Francavilla (S) tf. Hewit, 16-0,
2:58
135: — S. Mineo (S) p. Boyd, 1:08
140: — P. Mineo (S) d. Whitney, 6-1
145: — Connolly (S) d. DelDuca, 4-0
152: — Tomasso (W) p. Watson, 1:28
160: — Shaffer (W) d. Nudell, 7-6
171: — Silber (S) p. Willard, :38
189: — Bachi (S) won forfeit
215: — Fabiano (S) p. Cruikshank, 3:01
Hwt: — Loomis (S) p. Gismondi, 5:27

No. 20 Raider Matmen Defeat
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 51-21

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Hatch Mott
MacDonald; 27 Bleeker Street; Millburn,
New Jersey 07041-1008

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
Consulting Engineer for engineering ser-
vices and C-3 sanitary sewer waste opera-
tor coverage.

DURATION: January 1, 2004 to Decem-
ber 31, 2004

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $25,200.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/19/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

ROYSTON HAS 2ND-BEST AVG IN WC

Blue Devil Bowlers Eye
Union County Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ranked 10th in the state, the
Westfield High School bowling team,
with a 9-1 record, is presently – as of
January 22 – in second place in the
Watchung Conference (WC) behind
9-1 Linden, ranked No. 1 in New
Jersey. Although there are still a few
remaining WC matches, the Blue
Devils are also looking forward to
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
to be held at Highway Bowl in Union
on February 3 and 5.

Of the nine wins in the WC the
Blue Devils have recorded eight, 7-
0, shutouts – Plainfield, Union, Se-
ton Hall Prep, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Summit, Newark East
Side, Kearny and Livingston. They
also topped Elizabeth, 5-2, and ex-
perienced a 7-0, but close loss to
Linden to have a 61-9 point record to
Linden’s 64-6. Linden beat Westfield,
2,682-2,628, in total pins and won
one game by only two pins and an-
other by just seven.

“We are right in the midst of things.
That is the first time we have been
shutout in years, if ever,” pointed out
Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.
“It was our lowest score of the year
and probably Linden’s lowest.”

The Blue Devils, whose highest
pin count in the WC is 2,881, hold
the highest conference average per
game at 916 – five bowlers, ahead of
Linden at 913. Senior Andrew

Royston holds the second highest
league average at 193.7 just behind
Chris Hedges of Cranford at 193.8.

“Wow! They are really close,” ex-
claimed Tirone.

Senior Brian Sanders, with a 191
average, is fourth in the WC and
senior David Palma is fifth at 189.
Juniors Corey Miller and Brian
Stotter average 180 and 172, respec-
tively. Sanders owns the highest se-
ries on the team at 653 and the high-
est game at 279.

“He nearly had a 300. He rolled
10-straight strikes then rolled an eight
on the 11th roll,” said Tirone.

Royston has a high series of 621
and a high game of 245 while Palma’s
stats are 620 and 234. Miller’s high
series is 611 and high game is 237
while Stotter’s are 572 and 220.

The preliminary round for the UCT
is slated for February 3. The top six
teams will then advance to the final
round on February 5.

“We will have a chance to go head-to-
head with Linden,” suggested Tirone.

The Blue Devils also look forward
to the North Jersey, Section 2 Tour-
nament to be held at Eagle Rock
Lanes in West Orange on February 7.
The Blue Devils, who have won the
previous three sectional crowns, will,
once again, face Linden in addition
to No. 3 West Orange.

“In order for s to get through the
sections, we must beat two tough
teams,” Tirone emphasized.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, January 27, 2004 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”.

was duly adopted on second and final
reading.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/29/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

Minutemen Shock
Raider Cagers, 64-50
The previously fourth-ranked

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team will have to
battle its way back to top-10 promi-
nence after suffering a shocking, 64-
50, defeat at the hands of No. 18
Elizabeth in Elizabeth on January
20. The 11-2 Minutemen rolled on a
26-15 run in the final quarter to se-
cure the victory.

Sophomore Lance Thomas led the
9-2 Raiders with 20 points and 17
rebounds. Derrick Caracter was held
to 12 points but did make eight blocks.
Anthony Sims scored 23 points and
Corey Williams sank 15 while Rob-
ert Louis-Jean netted 10 points, in-
cluding a dunk that gave the Minute-
men a 30-25 lead at the half.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 11 14 10 15 50
Elizabeth 15 15   8 26 64

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
February 9, 2004 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Evgeniy Velkov, 437 West Broad Street,
seeking permission to remove front porch
and replace with a 2-story addition of same
size.  Add 4 feet deep front porch across
front of house.  Add 8 by 12 addition to rear
contrary to the requirements of Sections
11.12 E6, 12.04 F1 and 12.03 D of the Land
Use Ordinance.   Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard set back of 10 feet – 3 &
6 feet are proposed.  Ordinance requires a
maximum allowable coverage by structures
of 20%.  23.0% is proposed.  Ordinance
requires a front yard set back of 27.4 feet.
22.42% is proposed.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be heard
with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/29/04, The Leader Fee: $34.17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCKED IN A FIGURE FOUR…Raider freshman Dave DeNichilo, right, has
his head locked in a figure four by undefeated Blue Devil senior Rob Mench in
the 103-lb bout. See another picture on Page 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOWING A LOT OF MOXIE…Raider Pat Mineo, top, tries to fight off the
beginning of a nosebleed as he begins to take Panther Joe Signorello to the mat
for the second time in the 130-lb bout.
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SP-F Raider Boys to Compete
In Bernoskie Hoops Games

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team will be
the feature event at the Fourth An-
nual Bernoskie Games held at

Rahway High School on February 6
and 7. Proceeds will be given to the
Rahway High School Student Schol-
arship Program. Ten Union County
high school teams – four girls and
six boys – will compete for top
honors.

On Friday, February 6, the Lady
Crusaders from Arthur L. Johnson
in Clark will face Rahway at 5 p.m.
At 6:30 p.m., the Roselle Catholic
High School girls will play Cranford.
At 8 p.m., the Cranford boys will
compete against Roselle Catholic.
On Saturday, February 7, Linden
will take on Roselle at 6 p.m. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood will vie with host
Rahway at 8 p.m.

The Bernoskie Games are played
in memory of Rahway Police Of-
ficer Charles Bernoskie, who was
killed in the line of duty when he
interrupted an attempted robbery at
the Miller Pontiac-Cadillac dealer-
ship 43 years ago.

Tickets for the Friday night games
are $5 and the Saturday double-
header are $10 and can be purchased
in advance by calling Tom Lewis at
(732) 396-1196, event chairman Pe-
ter Kowal at (732) 574-8457 or Bob
Gregory at (732) 594-4535.

To contribute to the Bernoskie
Scholarship Fund, please mail a do-
nation to Sergeant Robert Conroy,
c/o Rahway Police Department, 1
City Hall Plaza, Rahway, 07065.
Checks should be made payable to
Police Officer Charles Bernoskie
Scholarship Fund.

Warrior Boys Boost
Hoops Record to 13-0
The Westfield Warriors 4th Grade

boys basketball team, coached by
John O’Leary and assisted by Mark
Mitchell and Dave Rosenburgh, de-
feated St. James, 38-21, and North
Plainfield, 45-13, to boost its overall
league record to 13-0.

Against St. James, Jackson
O’Leary scored 10 points while Ned
Allen added eight points and Mike
Giacone sank six points and pulled
down 14 rebounds. Alex Williams
netted four points and six steals while
Michael Mondon had seven assists.
John Lanzano and Peter Mebane
added nine boards each.

O’Leary, Williams and Max Tabak
led the scoring with 10, eight and
seven points, respectively, against
North Plainfield. Mebane, Giacone
and Allen controlled the boards with
12, 13 and 14 rebounds, respectively.
Nathan Mitchell hit an impressive 3-
pointer while Paul Werner, Kurt
Kowalski and Sam Rosenburgh
played tenacious defense with six
steals each. Mondon also had a game-
high five assists.

The Warriors will host Branchburg
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield on Sunday, February 1.

FSPY Swim ‘B’ Team Slips
To Wyckoff Girls, 108-89

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
(FSPY) girls B swim fell to the
Wyckoff Y, 108-89, on December 20.

In the 200-yard Individual Med-
ley, 11-12s Emily O’Halloran and
Kim Many and 15-18s Nicole Zoller
and Christine Albanese-Demair fin-
ished 3-4; 13-14s Caitlyn Cavanaugh
and Devan Giordano were 1-3.

In freestyle, 8Us Hannah Greaney
and Caroline Ross took 1-3 in the
first heat; Nina Valente claimed sec-
ond in the second heat. 9-10s
Gabrielle Titone and Jessica Cronin
finished 1-4 in the 100; 11-12 Mel-
issa Fitzgibbons swam well. 13-14s
Caitlyn Daly and Bianca Pacheco
touched 2-3, while 15-18 Brittney
Adisano was third.

In breaststroke, 8U Caroline Lesce
and 9-10 Megan Hoerner claimed
third; 11-12s Ellen Tomljanovic,
Cassie Green and Amanda Gianni
finished 2-3-5 in the first heat while
Julia Ross, Taylor Guiffre and Katie
Gartner were 1-2-3 in the second.
13-14 Devan Giordano was second,
while 15-18 Judy Fitzpatrick took
third.

In backstroke, Caroline Lesce and
Nina Valente touched 3-5; Jessica
Cronin and Emma Cavaliere finished
4-5 in the 9-10 race. 11-12s Rebecca
Clapp was first and Kara Gaynor

swam well. 13-14s Caitlyn
Cavanaugh took second and Eliza-
beth Peach had a good effort. Brittney
Adisano won for the 15-18s.

In butterfly, 8Us Tiffany Inacker,
Caroline Ross and Sara Hoerner fin-
ished 2-3-4. 11-12 Emily O’Halloran
touched second in the first heat while
Julia Weigel and Kate Flor-Stagnato
touched 1-2 in the second. 13-14s
Bianca Pacheco and Kim Kliesch
were 2-4.

Caroline Lesce, Madeline Krema,
Hannah Greaney and Caroline Ross
took second in the 8U relay. 9-10s
Emma Cavaliere, Jessica Cronin,
Megan Hoerner and Gabrielle Titone
took third. 11-12s Kim Many, Cassie
Green, Emily O’Halloran and
Rebecca Clapp and 13-14s Caitlyn
Daly, Devan Giordano, Bianca
Pacheco and Caitlyn Cavanaugh
touched second, while 15-18s
Brittney Adisano, Judy Fitzpatrick,
Hayley Middleton and Kim Kliesch
took first.

St. Helen’s 6th Wins
Three More in Hoops
The St. Helen’s sixth grade boys

traveling basketball team improved
to 9-0 by beating St. Joseph’s of
Carteret, 39-26, St. Joseph’s of
Roselle and St. John’s of Clark/Lin-
den, 45-22.

Against the division co-leader
Carteret team, Mike Sheehan buck-
eted 11 points, Mike Fietkiewicz sank
nine, Bobby Oberlander had five and
Brett Johnson and John Bohlinger
each netted four points.

Against the Roselle team, St.
Helen’s exhibited tough defense,
along with strong inside play by Pat
Sabatino and Mike Fietkiewicz, each
with eight points. Kevin Hearon and
Kevin Clancy led the defense.

Against St. John’s, Sabatino, Jon
Brucia and Oberlander netted 11, 10
and eight points, respectively.
Stephen Greet had four assists while
Evan Dobra ripped eight boards.

UC Rugby Club Seeks
High School Players

The Union County Rugby Football
Club is recruiting players for a spring
high school team and their summer youth
flag rugby.

The high school season will begin in
February and will continue into June.
The registration fee is $50 per player. All
high school practices and home games
will take place at Unami field in Cranford.

The flag program for boys and girls
(grades K-8) will begin on or about June
21. The cost is $45 per player and $35 for
each additional sibling.

For more information, please call Chris
Clark at (201) 213-1952, or email
rugby0366@yahoo.com or visit
www.mudturtlerugby.com.

Area High School
Wrestling Results:

JANUARY 21:
CRANFORD 48, ELIZABETH 31

Key Bouts:
135: — Chris Taglia (C) p. Mollyk, :56
215: — Steve Carbone (C) p. Victoriano, :54
Hwt: — Chris Venditti (C) p Hudeen, :54

ROSELLE PARK 62, GOVERNOR
LIVINGSTON 12

Key Bouts:
103: — Kevin Blatt (RP) R. Coughlin, 12-5
145: — Justin Coughlin (GL) p. E. Wright, 5:39

RAHWAY 55, RIDGE 21
Key Bouts:

112: — Ryan Wilson (Ra) p. Peres, 1:19
119: — Darrion Caldwell (Ra) p. Rodgers, 2:23
145: — Carlos Nicasio (Ra) p. Wyrick, 5:35

JANUARY 23:
WESTFIELD 57, PLAINFIELD 24

Weight Sequence:
215: — Steve Cruikshank (W) p. Antoine Jordan, 2:59
Hwt: — Nick Gismondi (W) won forfeit
103: — Robbie Mench (W) md. Nelson Orellana, 9-0
112: — Sam Kramer (W) tf. Joe Conchuros, 16-1, 4:15
119: — Sal Orellana (P) p. Matt Kamal, 1:31
125: — Colin MacKay (W) p. Anthony Bomar, :44
130: — Craig Hewit (W) won forfeit
135: — Mark Boyd (W) won forfeit
140: — Dan Whitney (W) p. Gabriel Costa, 1:25
145: — Joe Corea (W) p. Ricardo Christmas, 1:58
152: — Lee Tomasso (W) p. Jamie Carohol, :56
160: — Royal Brown (P) p. Andrew Shaffer, :58
171: — Jared Mauldin (P) p. Colin Willard, 4:31
189: — Jose Otero (P) p. Kevin Macdonald, 2:47

JANUARY 24:
New Providence (10-1) 40, Point Pleasant Beach

(9-3) 31
Key Bouts:

119: — Ross Baldwin (NP) p Mike Nagy, 1:55
135: — Mark Neuwirth (NP) md. Colin Trautman, 15-3
152: — Dan Fellinger (NP) md. Dave Farrell, 18-5

Somerville 36, Union 26
Key Bouts:

119: — Tom Duffy (U) d. Kyle Sutphen, 4-3
145: — Charlie Mueller (U) md. Tom Spinelli, 15-2
152: — Dan Moss (U) p. Dom Distano, 2:24
171: — Jesse VonLinden (U) md. Brandon
Holderbaum, 10-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF A WILD FIRST PERIOD…Raider Eric Connolly, head at top, and
Blue Devil Tom DelDuca had a wild, nonstop first period in their 145-lb bout.
Oddly, no one scored a point in that period.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WHS Ice Hockey Sets
Miracle Fundraiser
On Wednesday, February 11 at

3:45 p.m., The Rialto Theatre is
hosting a “Miracle” fundraiser for
the Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association (WHSIHA)
with a special showing of the movie
“Miracle” about the United States
victory over Russia at the 1980
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid,
NY. Head Coach Dennis Doherty
and members of the Westfield High
School Varsity and Junior Varsity
Ice Hockey teams will be attend-
ing the movie.

All tickets are $6.50 and $2.00
of the ticket price is tax deductible
as a contribution to the WHSIHA.
Only 250 tickets are available and
must be purchased in advance. No
tickets will be sold at the door. To
purchase tickets, please contact the
parent of a Westfield High School
ice hockey player or call Tom and
Ann Madaras at (908) 232-1189.

That evening at 8:30 p.m.,
Westfield will play Wayne Valley
at Warinanco Ice Rink in Roselle.
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Town Bank Supports WF
Police Explorers Program

MONEY FOR UNIFORMS…As some of the Westfield Police Explorers look
on, The Town Bank of Westfield’s President and CEO Robert Dowens, Sr.,
(fourth from left), accepts thanks from Westfield Police Chief Bernard Tracy
for the bank’s cash donation to help purchase uniforms for the Explorers. At far
right is the Bank’s Chief Financial Officer, Nick Frungillo.

WESTFIELD – The Town Bank of
Westfield has taken an active role in
support of the Westfield Police
Department’s new Police Explorers
Program, according to an announce-
ment by the bank’s President and
CEO, Robert Dowens, Sr.

“The program,” said the town’s
Chief of Police Bernard Tracy, “is
for young people ages 14 to 21 who
are interested in learning more about
law enforcement in our community.”

He added that there are currently
18 enrolled in the program.

“The cost of outfitting these young
people is expensive,” the police chief
said, “and we are grateful to corpo-
rate sponsors like the Town Bank
who support our young cadets.”

Mr. Dowens noted that the Bank’s
cash donation will be allocated for

the purchase of uniforms.
Chief Tracey added that those en-

rolled in the program attend “an in-
tensive training academy which ex-
poses them to varied responsibilities
and challenges of the law enforce-
ment profession.”

He noted that following their train-
ing, “Police Explorers assist the
Westfield Police Department, giving
them the chance to observe law en-
forcement from the inside out.”

He credited the Police Explorers
Program with giving “young adults a
chance to participate in law
enforcement…and possibly continue
toward a career in that field.”

Merger Spurs Name Change
Of Weichert Relocation

MORRIS PLAINS — James
Weichert, founder and president of
Weichert Realtors announced that
Weichert Relocation has changed its
name to Weichert Relocation Re-
sources Inc. (WRRI). In a press re-
lease, he noted that this marks the
beginning of a significant new phase
in the company’s history.

WRRI represents the integration of
Weichert Relocation and Relocation
Resources International, which was
acquired by Weichert Relocation in
early 2003.

“The name ‘Weichert Relocation
Resources’ builds upon the combined
equity of two of the industry’s most
respected and successful brands, while
signaling the arrival of something new,
unique and eminently brighter,” noted
WRRI President Aram Minnetian.
“This new corporate identity better
reflects our expanded capabilities,
deeper talent, enhanced global pres-
ence and status as one of the world’s
largest relocation and assignment
management companies.”

Concurrent with the name change,
a new brand identity has been launched
for Weichert Relocation Resources,
encompassing a new logo and a tag
line — “Brighter Minds. Brighter So-
lutions. Brighter Futures”. – to denote
the illuminating qualities of insight
and expertise, and the critical roles
they play in developing effective so-
lutions to clients’ most challenging

mobility issues.
But this new corporate identity is

about more than changing a name and
logo, explained Jim Schneider, senior
vice president of Weichert Relocation
Resources. “It’s about establishing an
identity that reflects who we are and
what we stand for in the eyes of our
clients, colleagues, and other stake-
holders. We are confident that our
professional staff constitutes the
industry’s best and brightest, and from
these people come the solutions that
truly lead to brighter futures for our
clients and their employees.”

“Our new corporate identity repre-
sents an important milestone in our
drive toward becoming the new in-
dustry leader,” added Minnetian. “Our
global colleagues have embraced this
change, and look forward to an even
brighter future as Weichert Reloca-
tion Resources.”

WRRI is one of the world’s largest
global relocation and assignment man-
agement firms encompassing over 120
countries and serving over 550 clients.
The company’s services include
outsourced relocation and assignment
management, domestic relocation ser-
vices, international assignment services,
real estate management and resale ser-
vices, financial services, payroll and tax
services, consulting services and group
move management services.

For more information, please call
Jennifer Engel at (973) 290-5780.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-11076-03
FILE NO. 7284-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KEN CHARLES; MRS. KEN
CHARLES, WIFE OF KEN
CHARLES; FLEET SERVICES
CORP.; THE NEW YORK CITY
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
AUTHORITY;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FUNB CUST/TTEE C/O
PLYM SPV 2 is the plaintiff and KEN
CHARLES, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, SOMERSET County and
bearing Docket No. F-11076-03 within thirty-
five (35) days after January 29, 2004 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judg-
ment by Default may be rendered against
you for relief demanded in the Complaint,
and Amendment to Complaint, if any. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service 908-353-4715 - Legal Services
Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificates: 1. A certain tax certificate 00-
04, recorded on 7/14/2000, made by MARY
JO WALSH, Collector of Taxes of BOR-
OUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, and State
of New Jersey to FUNB CUST/TTEE C/O
PLYM SPV 2 and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FUNB CUST/TTEE C/O PLYM
SPV 2. This covers real estate located in
BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD,
County of SOMERSET, and State of New
Jersey, known as LOT 6 BLOCK 109 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of BOROUGH OF
NORTH PLAINFIELD. and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 12 NEW WAL-
NUT STREET, BOROUGH OF NORTH
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, KEN CHARLES, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, MRS. KEN CHARLES, WIFE OF
KEN CHARLES, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
plaintiff has been unable to determine
whether defendant KEN CHARLES is mar-
ried, and if married, the name of KEN
CHARLES’s spouse. If KEN CHARLES is
married, the plaintiff joins MRS. KEN
CHARLES, WIFE OF KEN CHARLES as a
defendant for any possessory or marital
rights you may have.

YOU, FLEET SERVICES CORP., are
made party defendant to the above foreclo-
sure action because on December 11, 1996,
a judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Union County, by
Fleet Services Corp. against Ken Charles
disclosing a debt in the amount of $1,357.63,
plus costs and interest. Said judgment was
entered as judgment No. DJ-220778-1996.
Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.

YOU, THE NEW YORK CITY SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on September 3, 1993, a
judgment was entered in the United State
District Court by The New York Scholl Con-
struction Authority against Kenneth Charles
and Saundra Webb disclosing a debt in the
amount of $2,000,000.00. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. MD-000353-
1993. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: January 26, 2004

Donald F. Phelan
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 1/29/04, The Leader Fee: $92.82

CLASSIFIEDS
LOVELY VERMONT HOMESTEAD

For Sale. 16.4 acres & 4BR Cape
home, built 2002, in Rupert, VT, (pop.
700). 10 min. to Dorset, 20 min.
Manchester, near Bromley/Stratton
skiing. Under 4 hrs to NJ. Beaut. kitchen
w/ ceramic tile, wood floors, woodstove,
4 star energy eff. home. Horse run-in/
fencing. Located along recreational
trails. $289,000. (802) 394-2558.

CIRCLE ME

LOOKING TO START NOW? We
are filling Temp-Perm Customer
Service Positions. Great Pay,
Flexible Schedule, Cond. Apply.
Call Now! Union (908) 964-9957,
Bridgewater (908) 203-9966

EDUCATION

Infant Caregivers.
Full & Part-Time pos. avail.

Experience preferred.
Westfield location.
Call Liz or Cheryl
(908) 518-0900

CARS FOR SALE

Very reliable ’96 Toyota Corolla,
great condition $3400. Very
reliable ’99 Honda Civic,manual,
great condition $6300. Call
(908) 389-9848 for appointment.

A-1 CLEANING LADY

Move In/Out, General, House
Prep, Party Cleanup, Special
Projects, Baseboards to Windows,
etc. Removal of Light Household
Items - Call in Advance.

(908) 822-7266

SALES HELP WANTED

Valpak, america’s largest direct
mail company, has opportunities
for outside sales in Union County.
Client list provided. Must have
positive attitude, enthusiasm,
determination and self motivation.
Half our reps earn 6 figures.
Starting salary, commission,
benefits, 401K, profit sharing. Call
Jeff at (973) 994-9424.

Steinway’s / Boston
Baby Grand Piano, Ebony

5 ft 4 in, Original Owner, Mint
Condition. Asking $10,000.

(908) 232-2966

PIANO FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

PIANO FOR SALE

FISCHER CONSOLE
WITH BENCH

EXCELLENT CONDITION
WALNUT, $1000 OBO

(908) 313-0037

HELP WANTED

GALAXY NAILS & SPA-Westfield
is seeking:

1. Licensed Cosmetolgist &
Massage Therapist. Will provide
advertising and space.
2.  Receptionists (Part-time)
CALL STEVE at (201) 978-4888

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus,
statistics, trigonometry, math
SATs.  Joe (908) 781-0888.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Spacious, Bright, Cheery,
Furnished Office. Part-time in
Westfield, Shared waiting room,
ample parking, convenient
location, reasonable.

Call (908) 232-7274

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: PTA Roundtable/Board Budget Discussions

DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2004

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, NJ   07076

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: - Board and PTA to address issues of concern
- Board to discuss 2004-2005 school budget

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 1/29/04, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, January 27, 2004, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, the following
ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF $130,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PROJECT KNOWN
AS “PLAINFIELD AVENUE
IMPROVEMENTS, SECTION
1”

Purpose: $130,000 is hereby appropri-
ated from the NJDOT Trust Fund Grant for
the purpose of roadway improvements to
Plainfield Avenue Section 1.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 10, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of such
ordinance shall from time to time be ad-
journed, and all persons interested will be
given an opportunity to be heard concerning
such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/29/04, The Times Fee: $35.70

Thrift Shop to Hold
‘Bag Day’ on Feb. 7

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League’s Thrift Shop, located at
114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
feature its annual end-of-winter “Bag
Day” on Saturday, February 7.

On “Bag Day,” customers may pur-
chase a grocery-size paper bag for $5
and fill it with clothing, accessories,
books, toys and household items.
There is no limit on the number of
bags that can be purchased.

Beginning on Tuesday, February
10, the shop will be stocked with
women’s, men’s and children’s spring
apparel. Jewelry, shoes and accesso-
ries will also be for sale.

The Thrift Shop is open for busi-
ness Tuesday through Saturday, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Proceeds are donated
to local charities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2530.
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– Obituaries –

•

Dawn A. Ciasulli, 49, Active in Church,
Fundraising, Scouts and School Dramas

Lucille C. Jones, 81
Lucille Catherine Hageman Jones,

81, a former longtime resident of
Scotch Plains, died on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17, at Fountainview Center in
Atlanta, Ga.

Born on October 2, 1922 in Eliza-
beth, she had lived in Scotch Plains
for 40 years before relocating to At-
lanta six years ago.

Mrs. Jones had been an adminis-
trative assistant for Ciba-Geigy Phar-
maceuticals in Summit before retir-
ing.

She was Chairwoman of the Fresh
Air Fund in Scotch Plains for several
years, and also was active with the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, and with the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Allen R. Jones, in 1997. The
couple was married in 1945.

Surviving are two sons, Allen R.
Jones, Jr. of Portland, Ore. and Rich-
ard H. Jones of Columbia, Md., and
two grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, January 31, at
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of A.S. Turner & Sons in Decatur,
Ga.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to
Alzheimer’s research.

January 29, 2004

John Vogel, 80, Awarded Bronze Star;
Was Partner in Shoe and Boot Business
John H. Vogel, 80, of Fort Pierce,

Fla. died on Friday, January 23, at
his home.

Born in Bayonne, Mr. Vogel was a
partner with his brother in the cus-
tom shoe and bootmaking business,
E. Vogel, Inc., which was started in
1879 by their great-grandfather,
Egidius Vogel.

Mr. Vogel was awarded the
Bronze Star for heroic achieve-
ment while serving with the United
States Army 102nd Reconnais-
sance Troop 1st-2nd Infantry Di-

vision in World War II.
He was predeceased by his first

wife, Jane Romary Vogel, in 1993,
and by a daughter, Christine Joy
Ross.

Surviving are his wife, Ann Imbert
Vogel; a daughter, Ann V. Emmerich;
a brother, Harold A. Vogel, Jr.; two
sisters, Geraldine V. Plummer and
Kathleen V. Lynch; six grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.

Arrangements were by the Yates
Funeral Home in Fort Pierce.

January 29, 2004

Dawn A. Ciasulli, 49, of
Mountainside died on Tuesday,
January 20, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to
Mountainside.

Mrs. Ciasulli was a teacher aide
at the Community Presbyterian
Nursery School in Mountainside for
the past six years. Prior to that, she
had been the owner of Garden Party
in Berkeley Heights from 1995 to
1997.

She was involved with the youth
ministry and Confraternity of Chris-
tian Doctrine (CCD) program at
Christ the King Roman Catholic
Church in New Vernon.

Additionally, Mrs. Ciasulli was
active with CCD and the children’s
choir at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside, where she was also a
cantor and member of the Rosary
Society.

She was a member of the
Mountainside Centennial Commit-
tee, as well as the Mountainside
Parent Teacher Association for over
10 years, and was leader of Brownie
Troop No. 424 in Mountainside for
seven years.

Mrs. Ciasulli was an active
fundraiser for F.O.P. (Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressive) for Whitney
Weldon; the Bayley Ellard School
in Madison, and the Bridges Out-
reach Program, which provides food
and clothing for the homeless in
New York City.

A volunteer with the Deerfield
School Drama Department in
Mountainside for eight years, she
was involved in scenery, set design
and playbills. She also volunteered
for five years with productions at
Governor Livingston High School,
in set design, playbills, hair and
makeup.

Surviving are her husband of 25
years, Thomas J. Ciasulli; a son,
Joseph Ciasulli; three daughters,

Alexandra Ciasulli Velez, Kasandra
Ciasulli and Tamara Ciasulli; her
mother, Florence Hartje Colarusso;
two sisters, Dale Principe and Lynn
Keller, and two brothers, Michael
Colarusso and Todd Colarusso.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, January 24, at the Our
Lady of Lourdes Church.

Arrangements were by the Bra-
dley-Brough Funeral Home in
Summit.

January 29, 2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
February 9, 2004 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

John and Anika Yanushka, 923 Union
Street, seeking permission to erect second
story addition, two-car garage and deck
contrary to Sections 11.07E.6, 12.04 F1
and 12.04 F2 and 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance.   Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet – 5.75 feet is proposed.
Ordinance requires a maximum building
coverage of 20%.  24.8% is proposed.
Ordinance requires a maximum building
coverage with deck of 22%.  28.2% is
proposed.Ordinance requires + 25 feet -
19.18 feet is existing and proposed.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/29/04, The Leader Fee: $33.15

Michael Wadiak, 86, Owned Business;
Had Been Marine Engineer Consultant

Lawrence Kirschenbaum
Lawrence Kirschenbaum, 75, of

Lakewood died on Sunday, January
25, at Boca Raton Community Medi-
cal Center in Florida.

Born in Newark, he had been a
resident of Colonia for 30 years and
Scotch Plains for 18 years prior be-
fore relocating to Lakewood eight
years ago.

Prior to retiring, Mr. Kirschenbaum
was self-employed as a private in-
vestigator.

He served in the United States Army,
during which time he was stationed in
Japan, from 1949 to 1951.

Surviving are his wife of 51 years,
Sandra Kirschenbaum; two sons,
Howard Kirschenbaum and David
Kirschenbaum, and three grandchil-
dren.

Chapel services will be held at 11
a.m. today, Thursday, January 29, at
the Bloomfield-Cooper Jewish Chap-
els in Manalapan.

January 29, 2004

Michael Wadiak, 86, of Westfield
died on Thursday, January 22, at
Ocean Medical Center in Brick.

Born in Carteret, he lived in
Westfield for 56 years.

Mr. Wadiak retired in 1983 from
the Foster Wheeler Boiler Corpo-
ration in Livingston and Carteret
after 31 years as a marine engineer
consultant. He subsequently owned
Incorporated Marine Boiler Inspec-
tion in Westfield for six years.

He served with the United States
Merchant Marine from 1944 to
1949.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Henrietta B. Frankowski Wadiak,
in 2002.

Surviving are two sons, Michael
Wadiak and Damian Wadiak; a
daughter, Alexis Paul, and two
grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered yes-
terday, Wednesday, January 28, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Entombment
was at St. Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, 2550 Route 1, North
Brunswick 08902-4301.

January 29, 2004

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT DIVISION

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.,
in the NJDOT MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035
Parkway Avenue, until 10:00 A.M. on 2/3/2004 and opened and read for:

MAINTENANCE MACHINE SWEEPING CONTRACT 2004
REGION NORTH

COUNTIES OF BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON, MORRIS, PASSAIC, WARREN, UNION
100 % STATE

DP # 03443

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act:, N.J.S. 34:11-56.48 et seq.
(P.L. 2003, c.91), bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. Drawings, specifications, and bid
documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the
NJDOT Engineering and Operations Bldg. 1st floor, Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey 08625
during business hours. Names and address of prospective bidders for this project may be
acquired by telephoning (609) 530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is (609)
530-4503.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/04, 1/22/04 and 1/29/04, The Leader Fee: $140.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

THE PURCHASE OF CHEMI-
CALS, SEEDS AND FERTILIZ-
ERS AND OTHER SUPPLIES
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD AND THE SCOTCH
PLAINS BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION.

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until February 24th, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter
“Township”) shall not be responsible for any
bid mailed which is lost in transit or delivered
late by the Postal Service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes which are clearly marked “Scotch
Plains Township Shared Service Bids”,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076". No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

The Township of Scotch Plains is acting
as the lead agent for this bid. Additional
members participating in this bid will be the
Borough of Fanwood and the Scotch Plains
Board of Education. Each entity will be
entitled to purchase off of this bid. Each
entity will deal solely with the awards winner
for the particular items that they are in need
of (i.e. ordering, payment of bills and receipt
of materials will be the responsibility of each
entity.) Bidders should also be aware that
some of the requirements may differ from
entity to entity and they will be required to
meet the standards set forth by that entity.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for herein.
The bid of any Bidder who consents to an
extension may be held for consideration for
a longer period of time as may be agreed
upon between Bidder and the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided
by the Township of Scotch Plains in the Bid
Package. Specifications and bid forms may
be obtained from the Office of Recreation,

Municipal Building, Township of Scotch
Plains, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in the
enclosed Bid Package must accompany the
bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the Bidder shall execute
said Contract. The Bid Security shall be in
the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total
amount of the bid or Twenty Thousand Dol-
lars ($20,000.00), whichever is lower.

All bid Security, except the Bid Security of
the three (3) apparent lowest responsible
Bidders shall, if requested in writing, be
returned after ten (10) days from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and holiday ex-
cepted) and the bids of such Bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:111 et seq. In the event of an equal or
tie bid, the Township shall award the bid in
accordance with state statutes.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

The selected Bidder, will, within seven (7)
days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimina-
tion in Connection with Certain Public Con-
tracts and Supplementing the ‘Law Against
Discrimination’ approved April 16, 1945 (P.L.
1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C. 17:27, as
amended from time to time, and the Ameri-
cans With Disability Act.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager

1 T - 1/29/04, The Times Fee: $88.74

PUBLIC NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE
Mildred Tandy, 83, Was Active Member
Of Westfield Organizations and Church

Mildred Tandy

Mildred Ficken Tandy died in her
sleep on Friday, January 23, at her
home at Meadow Lakes in
Hightstown, where she had lived for
the past five years.

Born February 19, 1920 in Man-
hattan, where her family had lived
since the 1840s, she grew
up on Riverside Drive
while attending the
Barnard School for Girls
and Manhattanville Col-
lege.

She spent her childhood
summers at the Alaire Ho-
tel in Spring Lake where
she loved to play tennis
and swim in the ocean.
Blessed with a sharp mind
and a vivacious personal-
ity, she was the valedictorian of her
Barnard School class and showed a
great flair for French and acting at
Manhattanville.

In 1942, she married Russell H.
Tandy, Jr., whom she met through
her brother, Carl (Russell’s frater-
nity brother at Columbia Univer-
sity). Russell had grown up on Birch
Avenue in Westfield, and in 1956 the
couple moved to 527 Highland Av-

enue, where they raised three boys,
Russell 3rd, Spencer and David.

As active members of the Westfield
Tennis Club, Echo Lake Country
Club and Baltusrol Golf Club,
Mildred and Russell enjoyed a wide
circle of friends throughout Westfield

for decades. They also
were very involved in the
life of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church.

In 1966, Mildred and
Russell built a house in
Hobe Sound, Fla. and re-
tired there in 1979. In
Florida, Mildred loved to
grow roses and play cro-
quet, golf and bridge. Dur-
ing the summers, she and
Russell would travel to Eu-

rope, then take a place in Westfield to
visit their friends.

A longtime supporter of Planned
Parenthood, Mildred served as the
New Jersey treasurer and helped the
organization thrive in Florida. She
was much involved with the Christ
Memorial Chapel in Hobe Sound
and the Jupiter Island Garden Club.

Her keen sense of humor and love
of life helped her battle multiple
sclerosis for many years.

Russell predeceased her in 1998,
as did her brother, Carl, in 1995. She
is survived by her three sons and her
grandchildren, Napper, Catherine,
Corinne and Peter. There will be a
memorial service on Jupiter Island
in the spring.

January 29, 2004

John D. Vandenberg, 77, Was Engineer;
Navy Veteran Had Served in the Pacific
John D. Vandenberg, 77, of

Westfield died on Thursday, January
22, at Robert Wood Johnson Univer-
sity Hospital in Rahway.

Born in Paterson and raised in
Hawthorne, he lived in Westfield
since 1961.

Mr. Vandenberg had been an engi-
neer for Lockheed Electronics in
Plainfield from 1962 until retiring in
1990.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II, having served
aboard the USS Bostwick in the Pa-
cific.

Mr. Vandenberg earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Experimental Psy-
chology in 1950 and a Master of Arts
degree in Industrial Psychology in
1953, both from Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City. He received

his Doctorate in Industrial Psychol-
ogy from Purdue University in
Lafayette, Ind. in 1958.

He was a member of IEEE (Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronic En-
gineers) in Piscataway, and of the
Sigma Xi Scientific Research Soci-
ety and the Human Factors/Ergo-
nomics Society.

Surviving are his wife of 28 years,
Doloros Matey Vandenberg; two
daughters, Donna Vandenberg and
Carol Patulo; three stepchildren, Jo-
seph Shaffer, Margaret Turner and
Cynthia Schrope, and six step-grand-
children.

Private services were held under
the direction of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

January 29, 2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF REGULAR SCHEDULED
MEETINGS OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
(In compliance with open public

meetings act-chapter 231, P.L.1975)

Notice is hereby given by the Environ-
mental Commission of the Township of
Scotch Plains of the following Scheduled
Meetings:

January 26, 2004
February 18, 2004
March 15, 2004
April 19, 2004
May 17, 2004
June 21, 2004
July 19, 2004

August 16, 2004
September 20, 2004

October 18, 2004
November 15, 2004
December 20, 2004

All meetings are held at 8:00 p.m. on the
second floor of the Municipal Building, Room
202, located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey.
1 T - 1/29/04, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, January 27, 2004, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, the following
ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 10 SECTION 10-1.5
OF THE GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS EN-
TITLED “PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE”

Purpose: Modifying fees for Scotch Hills
Golf Course facility use.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 10, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of such
ordinance shall from time to time be ad-
journed, and all persons interested will be
given an opportunity to be heard concerning
such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township C-0lerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/29/04, The Times Fee: $32.64

Emilio Zubizarreta, 50
Emilio Zubizarreta, 50, of

Westfield died on Tuesday, January
27, at his home.

Born in Havana, Cuba, he had
lived in Pompton Lakes and Paterson
before moving to Westfield.

Mr. Zubizarreta was employed as
controller for Phillips-Van Heusen.
Earlier, he had worked for Hermans
Corporation of Carteret.

He attended local schools in
Pompton Lakes and graduated from
Rutgers University with a bachelor’s
degree in finance and marketing.

He was predeceased by his father,
Emilio Zubizarreta.

Surviving are his wife, Lucia
Grossi Zubizarreta; two daughters,
Nicole Zubizarreta and Kelly Anne
Zubizarreta; his mother, Anita
Zubizarreta of Pompton Lakes and
Wayne, and a sister, Marta Betancourt
of Miami, Fla.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
January 30, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. En-
tombment will be at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
January 29, at the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Cancer Society or to Atlantic Home
Care and Hospice.

January 29, 2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

CONTRACTOR: Kelly Waters, Esq.;
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman, Dicker
LLP; 33 Washington Street; Newark, New
Jersey 07102-3107

NATURE OF SERVICE: Public Defender
DURATION: Period ending December

31, 2004 or until his successor is appointed
AMOUNT: $3,000.00/yr.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the office of the
Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 01/29/04, The Times Fee: $16.83
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Dominick Giordano
Science Teacher,  (Grade 6  Earth Science

and Grade 8  Physical Science)
Terrill Middle  School, Scotch Plains

Dominick Giordano

WHS Model United Nations
Team Captures Top Awards
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School’s (WHS) Model United Nations
Team recently garnered top awards at
the annual Model United Nations Con-
ference held in Hershey, Pa.

The annual conference involved
over 1,200 students from New Jer-
sey, Delaware, Pennsylvania and
Maryland in simulated United Na-
tions activities.

The Westfield delegation from
France consisting of Rebecca Bellovin,
Max Blanton, Jackie Burns, Danielle
Coleman, Justin Goncalves, David
Hewitt, Dina Ragab, Neril Sandeep
and Kate Warren received the Distin-
guished Country Award, the top place
in this category of completion.

Matthew Carlin, Dorothy Chou,
Garrett Cockran, Elizabeth Keating,
James McCabe and Lauren Steller
captured the Distinguished Country
Award for their combined work rep-
resenting the country of Singapore.
The Premier Diplomat Award was
handed out to Kevin Jean-Louis,
James McCabe and David Shottland.

Rebecca Bellovin, Jackie Burns
and Dorothy Chou, who were se-
lected to participate this summer as
National Affairs Delegates in the
national Model United Nations con-
ference, captured other top awards.

Danielle Coleman, Elizabeth
Keating, Jacob Mirsky and Kate Re
were also chosen as National Affairs
Alternate Delegates. The position of
Secretary General for next year’s
Model United Nations Conference
was awarded to Jackie Burns.

Under the guidance of Social Stud-
ies teacher Daniel Farabaugh and
English teacher David Della Fera,
who serve as Model United Nations
co-advisers, this year’s award win-
ners continue WHS’s record of out-
standing achievement in the Model
United Nations program.

Faculty advisor Mr. Farabaugh

commented, “I was impressed by the
detailed research carried out by our
students and by their fine accom-
plishments at the conference.”

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
added, “Along with being a popular
academic club, Model U.N. enables
our students to work as young pro-
fessionals who enjoy the opportu-
nity to compete and to represent
Westfield High School.”

Community Service,
Internship Fair Slated
By High School PTSO
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School (WHS) Parent Teacher-
Student Organization (PTSO) will
sponsor the second WHS Commu-
nity Service & Internship Fair on
Wednesday, February 11, from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. in Cafeteria B.

Last year, the program matched
students with service organizations
and continuing the spirit of
volunteerism at WHS.

The fair provides an opportunity
for agencies, organizations and local
institutions to speak with students
looking to make a difference in the
community.

Janice Siegel and Meg Hayden,
both parents of WHS freshmen, have
organized the event. For more infor-
mation, please e-mail Ms. Siegel at
Box99@comcast.net or Ms. Hayden
at meghayden@comcast.net.

Public Invited to Attend
WF BOE Budget Meetings

WESTFIELD — The Finance
Committee of the Westfield Board
of Education has begun meeting
with administrators on a weekly
basis to review budget requests for
2004-2005.

Following their meetings, major
programs in the school district’s
budget will be discussed publicly
at board meetings during the next
several weeks.

Curriculum and personnel pro-
grams will be analyzed on Tues-
day, February 3, technology pro-
grams will be reviewed on Tues-
day, February 17, while athletics
and co-curricular activities will be
examined on Tuesday, February 24.

All meetings will be held at 8
p.m. at 302 Elm Street in Room
No. 105. The February 17 meeting
has been added to the board’s sched-
ule to provide more public discus-
sions prior to the tentative adop-
tion of the budget by Thursday,
March 4.

During the January 20 meeting,
capital projects and special educa-
tion budget items were reviewed
by the board. A summary of that
meeting is available in Superinten-
dent William Foley’s Synopsis,
available at www.westfieldnj.com.

“We welcome the public to at-
tend our meetings,” said Finance

Chairwoman and Board Vice-Presi-
dent Anne Riegel, “and to contact
us with their viewpoints.”

The meetings are taped and can
be viewed on Channel 36 on Tues-
days at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m., and
on Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

SPFHS Pupil Attended
Presidential Classroom

SCOTCH PLAINS – Michael
Baumwoll, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School student, attended Presi-
dential Classroom’s (PC) Law & Jus-
tice in a Democracy program from
January 24 to 31 in Washington, D.C.

Michael will explore the federal
legal system and issues of freedom and
order in a democratic society. He will
interact with Washington insiders, in-
cluding congresspersons, presidential
appointees, senior military officials,
business leaders and journalists.

He will visit special national land-
marks such as the White House,
U.S. Department of State and Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Michael
will also attend a Supreme Court
briefing, visits to the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation or Secret Ser-
vice and foreign embassy briefing.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The annual
Roundtable Discussion between
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and
members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) Council has been rescheduled
for Thursday, February 5, at 7 p.m.

The program, which was origi-
nally slated for January 15, had to be
rescheduled due to inclement weather
on the original date.

Members of the public are invited
to attend and participate. Less for-
mal than a traditional school board
meeting, the discussion provides an
opportunity for citizens to learn more

about topics of interest in the school
district.

The discussion will take place at
the school board’s offices, which are
located behind Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, at Evergreen and Cedar
Streets in Scotch Plains.

For more information, please con-
tact SP-F PTA Vice-President Gale
Miller at (908) 889-7934.

BOE Candidate’s Filing
Deadline Set for March 1

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents interested in becoming a can-
didate for the Westfield Board of
Education can obtain petitions at the
office of Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Robert Berman at
302 Elm Street.

Petitions need to be signed and
delivered to Mr. Berman by Monday,
March 1. The annual school election
will be held April 20 from 2 to 9 p.m.

The term for an elected board
member is three years. Each year,
three positions become available as a
result of expiring terms. Those school

board members whose terms are ex-
piring this year include Ginny Leiz,
Richard Solomon and Julia Walker.

Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candi-
date Kit” at the board office at 302
Elm Street. The kit includes informa-
tion about legal qualifications for can-
didacy, campaign procedures, and the
role of the board member.

Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates
in the school election process, and
briefing sessions for board candi-
dates are also included in the kit.

St. Agnes School
Plans Registration

CLARK – St. Agnes School, lo-
cated on Madison Hill Road in Clark,
will hold registration on Thursday,
January 29, for all new students en-
rolling in Pre-K through eighth grade
classes for the 2004-2005 school year,
from 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 2 p.m.

Registration for Pre-K through
Grade 8 will also be held on Friday,
January 30, from 9 to 11 a.m.

For more information, please call
(732) 381-0850 or visit
www.stagnesschool.com.

WF Pupil Wins Company’s
Dr. King Essay Contest

WESTFIELD — Schering-Plough
Corporation has reported
that Westfield resident
Thomas An is among the
winners of its 21st annual
Martin Luther King Jr.
essay contest.

Thomas won third place
in grades 7 through 9 for
his essay on Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

The company has held
this contest for the chil-
dren and grandchildren of Schering-
Plough employees to commemorate

the birthday of the Civil Rights leader.
The students selected as

topics for their essays one of
two Dr. King’s speeches, “I
Have a Dream” and “I’ve
Been to the Mountain Top.”
The student’s essays required
an in-depth discussion of the
speeches and an interpreta-
tion of the impact and mean-
ing of the speeches in today’s
world.

The first prize was $500
and all students received a $75 sav-
ings bond for their participation.

Thomas An

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 30
Hometown: Mr. Giordano has

lived in Seacrest Beach, also known
as Lavalette, all of his life.

Education: At Rutgers Univer-
sity/Cook College in New
Brunswick, he received a Bachelor
of Science degree
in Environmental
Science. He
earned a Masters
Degree in Educa-
tion Leadership at
F a i r l e i g h
Dickinson Uni-
versity in Madi-
son.

Previous Ex-
perience: For six
years, Mr.
Giordano has
taught at Terrill
Middle School.

I Knew I
Reached My Stu-
dents When: “We
teach oceanogra-
phy extensively in a sixth grade
program, where we go down to
Sandy Hook and the students comb
the beaches and go to the observa-
tory, spending time in the
Shrewsbury River and the tidal
pools,” described Mr. Giordano
when discussing a time that par-
ticularly excites his students.

Educational Philosophy: “I want
to do mostly hands-on experiences
that try to pull from each student
what they feel comes natural to
them, and to have them use their
own life experiences to meet the
goals of the classroom,” he said.

What I Love About the School
District: “It’s more like a family
than a group of colleagues,” said Mr.
Giordano. “There is a support net-
work in place and above all, every-
body makes true friendships. That’s
what unique – our closeness.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “Any-
time I have the opportunity to study
meteorology, I am happy. I love
tracking intense storms and figur-
ing out what the weather will be
like for our area,” he said.

But, how does this love for
weather watching translate to stu-
dents?

“ B a s i c a l l y ,
with weather, you
have a teachable
moment everyday
because you can
use the character-
istics of the
weather to teach a
new lesson,” he
explained.

The Future of
Education in
America… “is
going in a posi-
tive direction be-
cause I feel we
have identified the
needs of children
in a highly-so-
phisticated fash-

ion and I feel that people’s aca-
demic development, combined with
technology, allows us to meet the
needs of teachers,” said Mr.
Giordano.

My Goal As An Educator: “I
would definitely feel that I met my
goal if I did at least one thing for
every student of mine that he or she
remembered,” he said. “I use a lot
of metaphors and comparative
analogies to make connections be-
tween science and real life.”

Home Life: Mr. Giordano is en-
gaged to Terrill Middle School’s
Grade 8 Algebra Teacher, Michelle
Londino. While some would place
surfing and snowboarding among
their “hobbies,” for Mr. Giordano,
it is a lifestyle.

“They really define me as a per-
son,” he noted. “They complement
and complete me.”

Local Virginia Tech Pupils
Receive Dean’s List Status

AREA – Students from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Berkeley Heights
have been placed on the fall 2003
Dean’s Lists at Virginia Tech.

Scotch Plains resident Matthew
Ortyl, a junior majoring in computer
engineering at Virginia Tech’s College
of Engineering, was named to the list.

At Virginia Tech’s Pamplin Col-
lege of Business, Fanwood resident
Ryan Kramer earned dean’s list rec-
ognition. He is a senior majoring in
business information technology.

Peggy Lallis of Berkeley Heights,
a student at the College of Science at
Virginia Tech, was placed on the
roster. She is a freshman majoring in
university studies.

Meagan Butler, a student at the
College of Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences at Virginia Tech, also earned
dean’s list status. The Berkeley
Heights freshman is majoring in hu-

man nutrition, foods and exercise.
A student at Virginia Tech’s Col-

lege of Architecture and Urban Stud-
ies, Gregg Nelson was also placed on
the roster. A resident of Berkeley
Heights, Gregg is a sophomore ma-
joring in industrial design.

Christopher Sharkey, a Berkeley
Heights junior majoring in mechani-
cal engineering, was also a dean’s
list scholar at the university’s Col-
lege of Engineering.

DECA’s ‘Day of Decisions’
Set on Jan. 30 and Feb. 11

SCOTCH PLAINS – DECA, an
association of marketing students at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
is holding its annual Day of Decisions
at Terrill Middle School tomorrow,
January 30, and at Park Middle School
on Wednesday, February 11.

Over 50 DECA students will man-
age workshops about parent and teen-
age relationships, peer pressure, ste-
reotypes, teenage anxiety, and fit-
ting in at their high school.

Eighth grade pupils will have the
opportunity to interact with their
peers through hands-on demonstra-
tions, group discussions and skits.
Through these activities, many ques-

tions, ranging from the transition
into a high school setting, to the
dangers of alcohol and drug use, will
be answered.

“The purpose of DECA’s Day of
Decisions is to reach out to the
younger members of our commu-
nity,” reported senior DECA mem-
ber Ryan Breznitsky, who coordi-
nated the events.

“As these students graduate from
middle school and take another step
toward adulthood, they need to be
aware of various social situations
and myths about drugs and alcohol,”
Ryan added.

For more information about the
program, please call DECA at (908)
889-8600.

Rivendale Receives NCTE
Achievement Writing Award
WESTFIELD — Aurora

Rivendale, a senior at Westfield High
School (WHS), is one of 25 students
in New Jersey and 628 nationwide to
receive the 2003 Achievement Award
in Writing from the National Coun-
cil of Teachers of English (NCTE).

In the spring of 2003, Aurora was
chosen as one of WHS’ nominees for
the NCTE award. Each year, an En-

glish Department nominating com-
mittee reviews the writing portfolios
of 11th grade students who submit
their work for consideration in the
contest. Over 2,500 students nation-
wide participated this year in the
annual writing competition.

As part of her nomination pack-
age, Aurora was required to submit a
timed and supervised writing sample
to NCTE. A panel of NCTE judges,
which included high school and col-
lege English teachers, read and evalu-
ated each nominee’s submission.

For her essay sample, Aurora was
asked by NCTE to compare and con-
trast a novel, which was adapted to
film. Aurora wrote about Ridley
Scott’s screen adaptation of Thomas
Harris’ novel “Hannibal.”

“Aurora is a scholar with a true
appreciation for the nuances of lit-
erature and language,” commented
Amy Burgoyne, Aurora’s 11th grade
English teacher.

“The NCTE award,” added Ms.
Burgoyne, “is an appropriate recog-
nition of her dedication to the art of
writing.”

Speaking on behalf of the English
Department, chairperson Heather
Rocco commented, “The English De-
partment and our students are proud to
carry on the Westfield tradition of ex-
cellence in writing. Rory is an excep-
tional student whose passion for writ-
ing is inspiring. She is very deserving
of the National Council for the Teach-
ers of English Writing Award.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Contest Winners Awarded
WESTFIELD – During a com-

munity-wide service at the First
United Methodist Church to honor
Martin Luther King, Jr. on January
19, Westfield Public School stu-
dents were awarded prizes for es-
says, poems and art that reflected
this year’s theme, “Breaking the
Cycle of Violence.”

Westfield High School
Essay winners: Miriam Becker-

Cohen (first place), Alissa
Eisenberg (second place), and
David Shottland (third place);

Poetry winner: Rachel Charatan;
and art winner: Maggie Lee.

Intermediate Schools:
Essay winners (all from Edison

Intermediate School (EIS)): Mon-
tana Metzger (first place), Ravi
Netravali and Josh Gribbin (second
place), and Danielle Gillyard and
Dominique Gillyard (third place);

Poetry winner: Drew Pecker of
EIS (first place) and Amanda
Garfinkel of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School (second place); and

Art winner: Maddie Tiedrich of
EIS.

Elementary Schools:
Essay winners (all from

McKinley School): Mary Brown
(first place), Tiara Lee-Harrington

(second place), and Geena Gao
(third place);

Poetry winner: Danielle Fields
of Franklin Elementary School; and

Art winner: Nicholas Calello of
McKinley School.

Prizes for the contest ranged
from a computer and printer for
the first place winner at the high
school level to savings bonds in
$50, $100, $200, $300 and $500
denominations at the various grade
levels and categories.

Tenth grader Miriam Becker-
Cohen, who won the computer and
printer for her essay, wrote, “While
it may take a tragedy to understand
the existence of hatred, it takes
much more to learn the proper way
of dealing with the hate that feeds
the perpetrator.”

Her essay also included this view-
point: “I believe that the cycle of
violence starts in the home. Chil-
dren learn violence from becoming
victims or witnessing hostility.”

Miriam advocated that teenagers
should “take peaceful approaches
on a personal scale.” She also be-
lieves that “the only way to halt the
continuation of violence is to break
the cycle through strength and
unity.”

SP-F BOE, PTA Council
Reschedules Roundtable

Gregory Ralph Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Gregory Ralph of
Westfield, a sophomore at Roger Wil-
liams University in Bristol, R.I., has
achieved Dean’s List distinction for
the fall 2003 semester with a 3.95
index. Gregory is an architecture major
in the university’s honors program.

Applications to Use WF
Fields Due February 13

WESTFIELD — All requests for
use of fields this spring must be sent in
duplicate to both the Board of Educa-
tion and the Westfield Recreation De-
partment by Friday, February 13.

Requests should include the spe-
cific field(s), dates, times, and pur-
pose. Organizations should make
available information such as eligi-
bility requirements, population
served and number of participants.
Field assignments will be a collabo-
rative effort between the school board
and the recreation department.

Requests should be mailed to Pat
Bradley, Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
07090; and to the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, 07090.

For more information, please con-
tact the recreation department at
(908) 789-4080.

Allison Klass Placed
On Fall Dean’s Roster
WESTFIELD – Syracuse

University’s College of Visual and
Performing Arts in Syracuse, N.Y. has
reported that Westfield resident
Allison Klass was named to the Dean’s
List for the 2003 semester. Allison is
a junior majoring in PC studies.

GUNG HEY FAT CHOY…Coles Elementary School pupils in Scotch Plains
celebrated Chinese New Year in Jennifer Murphy’s second grade class. Their
reading, language arts, and math activities focused on the theme. The children,
with the aid of parents, staged their own Chinese New Year parade and stomped
on bubble wrap to imitate the sound of firecrackers – a Chinese New Year
tradition. The students also ate their snacks with chopsticks.

Weather-Related School
Closings to Be Announced

WESTFIELD — In the event of
unexpected school closings or de-
layed openings in the Westfield
Public Schools, information will
be available through New Jersey
101.5 FM, Cable TV Channel 36
and www.westfieldnj.com.

Elementary and Roosevelt In-
termediate School students’ homes
will be telephoned by members of
the Parent-Teacher Association and
Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO), who will advise them of
closings or delayed openings. Par-
ents of Edison Intermediate School
and Westfield High School stu-
dents can telephone any of the
school’s PTO board members.

If a delayed opening of school is
announced, the same notification
procedure will be followed.

In the event of a delayed open-
ing, Westfield High School will
open at 9:30 a.m., intermediate
schools will open at 9:45 a.m.,
elementary schools will begin
classes at 10 a.m., Kindergarten
A.M. will start at 10 a.m., and
Kindergarten P.M. will convene at
12:35 p.m.

Seeger, Shah Placed
On Fall Dean’s Roster

WESTFIELD – Hamilton Col-
lege in Clinton, N.Y. has an-
nounced that Westfield residents
Daniel Seeger and Karima Shah
have been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
Seeger of Westfield, Daniel is a
sophomore at Hamilton.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Abroo Shah of Westfield, Karima
is a senior majoring in psychology
at Hamilton.

Both students are Westfield High
School graduates.

Brian Osborn Achieves
Dean’s List Distinction
WESTFIELD – Centenary Col-

lege in Hackettstown announced that
Westfield resident Brian Osborn has
been placed on the Dean’s List for
the fall 2003 semester.

A junior at Centenary, Brian, who
earned a perfect 4.0 grade point av-
erage for the term, is majoring in
business administration with a sports
management concentration.

He has been honored as a scholar-
athlete for his participation in base-
ball and cross-country at Centenary.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Osborn of Westfield, Brian is a 2000
graduate of Westfield High School.

Nahaczewski Named
To Fall Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Michael

Nahaczewski, a graduate of
Westfield High School, has been
placed on the Dean’s List for the
fall 2003 semester at Champlain
College in Burlington, Vt.

The son of Clark resident Peter
Nahaczewski and Westfield resi-
dent Carol Nahaczewski, Michael
is enrolled in Champlain’s liberal
studies program.

Univ. of Hartford Tells
Dean’s List Students
AREA – The University of Hart-

ford in West Hartford, Conn. has
reported that Westfield residents Rick
Bugel and Annie Thode have joined
Jesse Rogowsky of Scotch Plains in
being named to the Dean’s List for
the fall 2003 semester.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — On Saturday,

February 7, at 8 p.m., the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), under
the direction of Maestro David Wroe,
will perform their winter concert at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
featuring works by the “English Im-
pressionist” Frederick Delius, the
American composer Morton Gould
(continuing this year’s WSO retro-
spective), and Johannes Brahms.

“This concert is, in part, an explora-
tion of lost sounds; musical languages
and personalities that blazed the trail
in their own time, but have been
overshadowed by such giants as
Brahms, whose First Symphony closes
our program,” Wroe explained.

Delius’ orchestral masterpiece “Walk
to the Paradise Garden” will open the
concert.

“Delius’ music gently massages and
stimulates our sensitivities with rich, lush,
sensuous musical colors,” Wroe stated.
“‘Walk to the Paradise Garden’ encapsu-
lates his unique language, speaking of
love, tenderness and intimacy with colors
that pre-empted the Jazz ballads of the
1940s and 50s by decades.”

According to Wroe, Gould’s “Lin-
coln Legend” takes as its idea, the Civil
War song “When Johnny Comes
Marchin’ Home.” “Unlike his ‘Ameri-
can Salute,’ however, Gould’s inter-
pretation shows his genius for color
and compositional ingenuity within
the popular idiom of the time, leading

to his fame of the 1940s and 50s,”
noted Wroe.

The concert will close with Brahms’
“Symphony No. 1.” According to
Wroe, Brahms waited until the peak of
his career before embarking on the
first of his four symphonies. It was
greeted with spectacular acclaim by
Brahms’ champions and detractors and
was called “Beethoven’s 10th” for its
bold, masculine and sweeping style.

Tickets, which may be purchased
by calling the WSO at (908) 232-
9400, are $25 to $60 with discounts
for students and senior citizens.

Twenty-five dollar tickets may also
be purchased at the  WSO Office,
Lancaster Ltd., The Town Book Store
and Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery; in Cranford
at Martin Jewelers; in Scotch Plains at
Beautiful Things and in Summit at
Frog Hollow.

Along Came PAlong Came PAlong Came PAlong Came PAlong Came Polly: olly: olly: olly: olly: MMMMMakesakesakesakesakes
FFFFFor An Eor An Eor An Eor An Eor An Evvvvventful entful entful entful entful VVVVVisitisitisitisitisit
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD – Teenage jazz
musician Andre Baruch of
Fanwood has cut a track on a CD
recorded by participants in the
New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC)/WBGO-Jazz 88.3
FM “Jazz For Teens” program.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School tenor saxophonist
recorded the
“On Green
D o l p h i n
Street” track
at WBGO
studios in
Newark with
an ensemble
of young jazz
m u s i c i a n s ,
all of whom
participated
in the fall semester of the NJPAC
arts education program.

Andre, who attended classes
under the tutelage of professional
artists at NJPAC’s Lucent Tech-
nologies Center for Arts Educa-
tion, was one of 74 students to be
selected at comprehensive skills
and knowledge auditions held at
NJPAC last April as part of the
Arts Center’s Young Artist Tal-
ents Search, according to Pro-
gram Coordinator Joanna
Gibson.

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

Andre BaruchAndre BaruchAndre BaruchAndre BaruchAndre Baruch

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & ½ popcorns

If every good idea turned into a great
movie, we’d be ear to ear in “Citizen
Kanes.” But, such is not the case. It’s
probably a hidden blessing — doubt-
less, a land awash in superior films would
be too busy watching them to do any-
thing else.

We’ve nothing to fear from Along
Came Polly. It will hardly distract us
from our embroilment abroad and do-
mestic policy. In fact, it is only by way
of this little supposition that Along
Came Polly and Citizen Kane could
possibly appear in the same paragraph,
or the same sentence.

An inconsequential comedy from di-
rector-writer John Hamburg, its few
good ideas spoil on the vine.

That’s fine and dandy if all you’re
concerned with is assuring that our place
in history remains unaltered. But, how
about those audiences that were antici-
pating a good old, nonsensical and some-
what bawdy diversion this
weekend...one that’s fancifully roman-
tic and yet offers only a minimum of
insult to our intelligence?

Quite simply, if that’s where your
movie mindset is, the advice here is to
skip the Bijou this go-round. Instead,
buy some microwave popcorn and rent
There’s Something About Mary (1998),
the deliriously jaunty outrage from the
Brothers Farrelly that Along Came Polly
tries to emulate with very little success.

Ben Stiller as Reuben Feffer, the
nebbish suitor is fresh and ebullient,
possessing a comic irreverence that
caused some reviewers to opine that he
reminded of Buster Keaton. With this
film he’ll be lucky if he’s compared with
Pinky Lee.

In short, the teaming of Stiller with
Jennifer Aniston is hardly a match made
in movie Heaven. Neither Clark Gable
and Claudette Colbert (It Happened
One Night) nor Billy Crystal and Meg
Ryan (When Harry Met Sally) need
worry that their iconic status as the It
couples of romantic comedy will be
usurped.

Yet, there are those readers to con-
sider who never go by my advice.
“Goldberger didn’t like it? Mabel, we’re
going!” Assume that each couple will be
plunking down about $18 for tickets;
around $30 for a babysitter; $50 for
dinner (if you BYOB) and figure $15
for popcorn and sodas. So, the potential
outlay of $113, despite my opposition,
commands at least a few paragraphs
more. Call it a last ditch attempt to
deter unsound viewing practices and
promote fiscal responsibility.

First, the plot. The idea of either the
bride or groom being ditched at the
altar, or just après altar, as is the case
here, is hardly new. But for the purpose
of introducing us to the lovelorn woes
of very careful Reuben, risk assessment
wunderkind, we give it a pass; things
have to start somewhere.

So we tune in for the wedding, where
he marries Lisa Kramer (Debra Mess-
ing), “killer” real estate agent. The
disastrous honeymoon follows. The
newlyweds have barely plopped down
their beach blanket when Lisa falls for
the French scuba instructor (Hank
Azaria).

Reuben is back to New York in a
huff, where he is then consoled by his
best friend, Sandy Lyle, portrayed by
Philip Seymour Hoffman. A former
child actor who hasn’t had a success
since, Hoffman’s portrayal of the one-
hit wonder is greeted with enthusiasm.
He is inevitably a bright light. But, the
usual comedic energy this fine actor
brings to an effort is all but missing.
Which brings us to the writing. It is to
blame.

Obviously, Hamburg knows his way
around a camera lens. That is, he under-
stands what tangible elements he needs
to coalesce in order to assemble a fea-
ture-length farce. This even includes an
ample understanding of modern comic
tastes, with a particular focus on today’s
penchant for the sights and sounds of
gross-out humor.

One wonders if it is expected that
moneyed but below-age children will
elude the ticket seller’s scrutiny en masse,
despite the PG-13 rating, in order to
imbibe Along Came Polly’s steady string
of poop jokes and its infatuation with
retching.

It’s kind of weird if you think about
it...one day you’re watching Teletubbies,
the next day this.

But the point is, while the talented
Hamburg (he wrote Meet The Parents) is
able to mimic a currently commercial
style, he lacks what a lot of young direc-
tors are missing. That’s the depth of
understanding that comes with experi-
ence.

So, when Reuben on the rebound
starts dating Polly Prince (Jennifer
Aniston), an old high school friend,
things progress rather typically. Playing
to the cherished notion that opposites
attract, we are supplied with the stan-
dard amount of skepticism de l’amour.
He’s conservative — a guy who charac-
teristically calculates every risk. Com-
mitment and seriousness just aren’t in
Polly’s vocabulary. Of course the big
question is, will the twain meet? FedEx
could deliver this one.

Yes, there are some laughs, though
examples don’t exactly come rushing to
the fore. But more important, there is
never that flush-in-the-face sense of
moment that hits us when we know that
something simply had to have been
borrowed from real life.

Further giving the impression that
Hollywood increasingly expects us to
accept the movie equivalent of hor-
mone-injected cattle, the synthetic taste
of Along Came Polly is hardly even
ameliorated by good acting perfor-
mances.

One exception is Bryan Brown as
the inspiration for the sub-text. He’s
mildly diverting as Leland Van Lew, a
daredevil industrialist Reuben has to
assess for a big policy deal. Likewise,
Alec Baldwin as Stan Indursky,
Reuben’s disingenuous insurance com-
pany boss, manages to rise above the
quotidian material.

Otherwise, Stiller merely attempts to
reprise his previously very funny shtick,
including another self-generated sweat
bath. It doesn’t work for him...at least
not yet. Sure...Jimmy Durante was al-
ways Jimmy Durante. But probably not
in his early days. It takes time to work a
signature act, to give it the sort of creative
nuance required to earn that comedic
pedigree.

Now, as for those awaiting with baited
breath the news of Aniston’s perfor-
mance. Have no fear. Granted, this critic
has yet to identify it. Perhaps it’s indis-
cernible to fuddy-duddies...sort of like
a high-pitched whistle that only her
fans can hear.

Still, I suspect that whatever quality it
is that has made her the sitcom sweet-
heart, it’s probably also evident in her
portrayal of the ditsy but good-hearted
wild card. And while this alone may be
reason enough for some to see said film,
I’d just as soon save the $113 and let
Along Came Polly go its pseudo merry
way.

* * * * * * *
Along Came PollyAlong Came PollyAlong Came PollyAlong Came PollyAlong Came Polly, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by John
Hamburg and stars Jennifer Aniston, Ben
Stiller and Philip Seymour Hoffman. Run-
ning time: 90 minutes.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Friday, January 30, the State
Theatre in New Brunswick will
present Chi - A NChi - A NChi - A NChi - A NChi - A Neeeeew Ew Ew Ew Ew Era inra inra inra inra in
AAAAAcrcrcrcrcrobaticsobaticsobaticsobaticsobatics. See how this amazing
group uses the ancient practice of
cultivating the life force, and bring-
ing about a spectacular display that
has been described as a “fusion of
acrobatics and martial arts.” The
theater is located at 15 Livingston
Avenue, and the show starts at 8
p.m. Tickets are $20 to $38. There
are plenty of restaurants in the area
for before or after the show. Two of
my favorites, both easily within
walking distance, are Zafra and
Makeda. Call (732) 246-7469 for
more information.

* * * * * * *
Tonight is the New Jersey Per-

forming Arts Center’s (NJPAC)
7:30 p.m. performance of the SSSSStarstarstarstarstars
of the Rof the Rof the Rof the Rof the Roooooyal Dyal Dyal Dyal Dyal Danish Banish Banish Banish Banish Balletalletalletalletallet. Fif-
teen of the world’s oldest dance
company performers, joined by
New York City Ballet guest star
Nikolaj Hubbe, will present the
works of Bournoville and Rushton,
with music by Bach, Pauli, and
others. Tickets are $13 to $59, and
there may still be some left. Call
(888) GO-NJPAC.

* * * * * * *
It’s that time of the year again for

the NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Fersey Fersey Fersey Fersey Film Film Film Film Film Festivestivestivestivestivalsalsalsalsals
SSSSSpring 2004pring 2004pring 2004pring 2004pring 2004 at Rutgers University.
Film buffs have a unique opportu-
nity to preview new international
films, American independent fea-
tures, experimental and short sub-
jects, classic revivals and
retrospectives, cutting-edge docu-
mentaries, and special guest appear-
ances. There will be more than 60
screenings, film, and workshops avail-
able. Most screenings are just $4 to
$6, and begin at 7 p.m. For a com-
plete schedule and information, visit
http://www.njf i lmfest .com/
screening.html, or call (732) 932-
5775.

* * * * * * *
For a laugh, see the frank com-

edy, FFFFFit it it it it TTTTTo Bo Bo Bo Bo Be e e e e TTTTTiediediediedied, at 12 Miles
West Theater in Montclair.  Play-
wright Nicky Silver, author of
Pterodactyls, brings this new
“amoral” comedy to the stage for
its New Jersey premiere. Follow
the mother/son/boyfriend trio as
they form what is coming to be the
new nuclear family. It’ll be there
through Sunday, February 15. For
more information or to order tick-
ets, call (973) 746-7181, or e-mail
twelvemileswest@earthlink.net.

IIIIInstrnstrnstrnstrnstrumental Rumental Rumental Rumental Rumental Recital Secital Secital Secital Secital Stagedtagedtagedtagedtaged
AAAAAt School Ot School Ot School Ot School Ot School One Ene Ene Ene Ene Elementarlementarlementarlementarlementaryyyyy

WARM UP WITH MUSIC…Fourth graders in School One Elementary’s Broad-WARM UP WITH MUSIC…Fourth graders in School One Elementary’s Broad-WARM UP WITH MUSIC…Fourth graders in School One Elementary’s Broad-WARM UP WITH MUSIC…Fourth graders in School One Elementary’s Broad-WARM UP WITH MUSIC…Fourth graders in School One Elementary’s Broad-
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Fourth grade
pupils from School One Elementary
in Scotch Plains, under the guidance
of Choral Director Debbie Shapiro
and Band Director Joseph Reo, of-
fered an instrumental recital on Janu-
ary 13. Principal Jeffrey Grysko pre-
sided over the activities.

The program featured soloist Claire
Muirhead, playing two selections on
violin, followed by “Twinkle, Twinkle”
with clarinetists Alivia DeMaria,
Nicole DePaola, Steven Devall,
Ramona Dunning, Alexandra
Lestarchick, Lisa Matrale, Maria Paz
Rivero and Kristina Zekunde.

Baritone Ben Ross performed

“Marine’s Hymn,” with Reo on trom-
bone. A quartet composed of clarinet-
ists Allison Speck and Sarah Van
Buskirk was joined by saxophonists
Casey Dugan and Kevin Hesson in
rounding out the evening’s presenta-
tion with “Theme of Beethoven” and
“Camptown Races.”

Other performances included a ren-
dition of “One Brick at a Time” and
“Why Am I Me.” Soloist Alivia
DeMaria performed “Out Here On
My Own,” while Victoria Lesce and
Lisa Matrale sang, “Castle on a Cloud,”
and an ensemble of singers performed
“Fugue for Tinhorns” and the finale,
“Rhythm of Life.”

ArArArArArea NJYS Pea NJYS Pea NJYS Pea NJYS Pea NJYS Pupilsupilsupilsupilsupils
SSSSSet Fet Fet Fet Fet Febebebebeb. 1 Concer. 1 Concer. 1 Concer. 1 Concer. 1 Concerttttt

AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – The New Jersey Youth
Symphony (NJYS), Inc. will con-
tinue to fete its 25th Anniversary
Concert Season with NJYS Junior
Strings (JS), Orchestral String
Training Ensemble (OSTE), and
Flute Choir (FC) at a joint concert
on Sunday, February 1, at 3 p.m. at
South Orange Middle School,
North Ridgewood Road in South
Orange.

FC members include Westfield
residents Alison Ricardo, Nicole
Spera, Yixiao Wang, Michael
Weinberg, and Berkeley Heights
resident Felicia Yau. Local JS mu-
sicians include Westfielders Chris-
topher Salemme and Caroline
Fahey, Scotch Plains resident Elise
Pak, as well as Alexander Liu of
Berkeley Heights.

OSTE members include
Westfielders Isabelle Weisman,
Rachel Baron and Alexandra
Tinfow, Scotch Plains resident
Karen Bao, Berkeley Heights stu-
dents Matthew O’Sullivan, Alison
Kao and Oliver Hendy.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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PPPPPlanned blanned blanned blanned blanned by Clary Clary Clary Clary Clarke,ke,ke,ke,ke,
WWWWWestfield Restfield Restfield Restfield Restfield Residentesidentesidentesidentesident

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent and Curator of Africa, the
Americas and the Pacific at the
Newark Mu-
seum, has or-
ganized three
e x h i b i t i o n s
which high-
light the diver-
sity of African
artistic expres-
sion: “My
Ethiopia: Re-
cent Paintings by Wosene Worke
Kosrof,” “Objects of Devotion:
Traditional Art of Ethiopia” and
“In the Studio: Portrait Photo-
graphs from Africa.”

All three exhibitions will open
on Sunday, February 1, and will
end on Sunday, July 4.

“This exhibition presents
Wosene as an individual artist,
rather than a representative of
an artistic movement or group,”
said Dr. Clarke. “His work is at
once culturally specific in its
visual vocabulary, highly per-
sonal in its interpretation, and
international in its outlook, re-
flecting the complex realities of
contemporary artistic practice in
a global society.”

For more information, please
visit www.newarkmuseum.org.

Dr. Christa ClarkeDr. Christa ClarkeDr. Christa ClarkeDr. Christa ClarkeDr. Christa Clarke

only place I want to be.”
Jillian should be proud, as her resume

appears to be the beginning of a lifetime
experience and a fulfilling career.

“I have found a home within theatre
and I love it,” she concluded.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Welcome to the
60s, the 56th show staged by Wash-
ington Elementary School in
Westfield, is an original musical pro-
duction written, directed, produced
and performed by parents, teachers
and staff from the school.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, January 30, at 8 p.m. and Satur-
day, January 31, at 2 and 8 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School Au-
ditorium, 301 Clark Street in
Westfield. The matinee is $7 and
evening performances are $8.

Washington first grade teacher
Carol Joyce has been performing in
the show for 25 years.

Welcome to the 60s was written
by Jackie Costello, Maryann Waxtel
and Dave Schulman and is being
produced by Grace Cetlin, Mary Beth
Finn, Cathy Hawkins and Ann
Lazzarotti and directed by Costello
and Bruce Vasel.

Based on themes from Bye Bye
Birdie, Dirty Dancing, Hairspray and
other 60s-based musicals, Welcome
to the 60s centers around parents
and teens going from a traditional
1950s lifestyle to the new music,

dance and styles of the 60s.
Placed in a suburban town, the

show centers around Stacy Pickles, a
vivacious teen who is excited by the
modern music, dance and fashion
styles of the new decade. When her
school learns that it will be featured
in a dance number on the “Ed
Sullivan Show,” parents and teach-
ers attempt to preserve the 50s status
quo by controlling the teens’ perfor-
mance. Stacy and her friends have
other ideas, and plot to sabotage the
adults’ plans. They eventually suc-
ceed and take a big step toward
independence.

What started as a small talent show
has grown into a full-scale musical
production involving over 175 parents
and faculty members. The show now
serves as the school’s primary fundraiser,
and the approximately $25,000 in
proceeds are used to fund various pro-
grams and school equipment.

For tickets, please call the ticket
hotline at (908) 232-5900. Tickets
will also be available at the door.
Select seats are available for purchase
at ERA/Burgdorff Realtors on North
Avenue in Westfield.

NOSTALGIC PERFORMANCE...First grade teacher Carol Joyce stands withNOSTALGIC PERFORMANCE...First grade teacher Carol Joyce stands withNOSTALGIC PERFORMANCE...First grade teacher Carol Joyce stands withNOSTALGIC PERFORMANCE...First grade teacher Carol Joyce stands withNOSTALGIC PERFORMANCE...First grade teacher Carol Joyce stands with
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does not necessarily believe that their
music will become a career objective;
they want to continue playing as an
outlet.

The Falling Stars have played gigs in
the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area, as well as in Rahway.
The band members said that the audi-
ence response has been very support-
ive, noting that the crowd is usually
enthusiastic.

As a young and not entirely experi-
enced band, at times, playing before a
crowd can be nerve-racking.

Mickey said, “(We) worry about
perfection and how the show will turn
out.”

While most bands feel anxious under
the lights — especially those that really
want to please their audience — TFS
said that, even though each show is a
new experience, their feelings of ner-
vousness are not as prevalent as when
they first began performing together.

“When I’m onstage,” Caryn said,
“I’ve got my two brothers next to me,
I’ve got the crowd behind me, and this
is what I love, this is what I want to
do.” She added that the band has seen
“thumbs up and thumbs down,” and
has heard appreciation and rejection.
But their main idea is: “just keep
going…don’t give up because if you
give up on yourself, you’re failing your-
self. Work hard.”

A good tip for fellow artists who
may want to form a group, TFS of-
fered, “If you want be in a band, start
a band with people you are close to and
that you can spend a lot of time with.”

TFS can be heard at
w w w . m y l o c a l b a n d s . c o m ,
w w w . g a r a g e b a n d . c o m ,
w w w . m p 3 . c o m . a u ,
www.indiebandvault.com, and can be
voted for at www.musicshot.com. To
e-mail the band, write
bradfan15@aol.com. For news updates
on shows, or to purchase a copy of
their first album, “Majestic Tranquil-
ity” and “Running, Pacing, and Learn-
ing to Crawl,” visit their website at
http://www.hometown.aol.com/
bradfan15/fallingstars.html.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Naomi McElynn
knows a good opportunity when she
sees one blooming right in front of her.

In mid-October of 2003, while the
cast of NBC’s “Ed” was filming on
Elm Street and using the coolers and
restrooms at her store, the owner of
KaBloom in Westfield caught sight of
the sitcom’s script which indicated the
engagement of characters Ed Stevens
(Tom Cavanaugh) and Carol Vessey
(Julie Bowen).

McElynn approached Set Director
Paul Cheponis with a curious intrigu-
ing proposal. Offering her business
card to Cheponis, she asked to do the
floral arrangements for the television
couple’s upcoming nuptials set to air
on Friday, February 9.

After calling the production com-
pany, and assuring them that she was
indeed serious about undertaking the
task, McElynn was sent a printed copy
of Carol’s wedding dress – which was
created by famed fashion designer Vera
Wang — to coordinate the flowers.

While production officials suggested
some of the designs for the bride’s and

bridesmaids’ bouquets, McElynn was
given free reign to choose the final
creations. She was aided by floral de-
signer Chie Urbancik, who came from
Japan about seven to eight months
ago, as well as Lucille Lukas, who was

responsible for the ribbons, bows and
boutonnières.

Using silk flowers, which would
allow the arrangements to endure the
heat of lights on the set and long hours

of filming, McElynn told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that roses in hues of
light to dark pinks were used for Carol’s
bouquet. The bridesmaids’ bouquets,
all in shades of pinks and purples,
included delphinium, anemones, gar-
den roses and purple tulips.

Last week, McElynn, who is also a
big fan of the show, traveled to Viacom
studios in Northvale to deliver the
arrangements, and afterwards, enjoyed
a two-hour tour of the “Ed” set and
met with the cast, which was in the
process of filming Carol and Ed’s re-
hearsal dinner.

After assembling another bouquet
on the set, she had the opportunity to
take some pictures, including a few
fun-filled shots where she put her feet
up on the desk of Ed’s humble law
office, located inside the Stuckeybowl
bowling alley.

“They worked really well with our

team and they were thrilled,” McElynn
said when asked about how the pro-
ducers reacted to her floral creations.
She added that Cheponis told her
that, when it comes to flowers, he
normally puts a couple of blooms to-
gether quickly.

Now that the folks at “Ed” have
McElynn and the folks at KaBloom —
real experts on their team – she hopes
to hear from the crew in the future
when floral needs arise.

“We do the stars’ weddings,”
quipped McElynn, when she noted
that she would be filling her store
windows with tidbits about her brush
with fame.

While in Northvale, she told
Cheponis that she “wanted The
Westfield Leader to have the exclusive
story on KaBloom’s special contribu-
tion to the wedding which so many
faithful viewers have been anticipat-
ing.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — His summer
home in Maine has inspired a former
Westfield resident to write a children’s
book as a gift to his granddaughter.

George Smith, who currently resides
in Lambertville, has recently released
his self-published picture book, “The
Journey of the Little Red Boat.”

Born in Scotch Plains, Smith came to
live in Westfield when he was 5 years old,
and was educated in
the Westfield school
system where he has
fond memories of
Miss Dietrich’s En-
glish and short story
writing classes at
Westfield High
School (WHS).

“The Journey of
the Little Red Boat”
is Smith’s first attempt at writing since
his college days.

Originally intending to become a
veterinarian, he received a Bachelor of
Science degree from the College of
Agriculture and Environmental Sci-
ence (now Cook College). Leaving that
career path, he earned a Masters of
Business Administration from Adelphi
University on Long Island, and eventu-
ally worked for several companies as a
business requirement analyst, program-
mer and project manager.

He also served two years
in the United States Army.

Smith has many ties to
Westfield. His stepfather is
the late Gomer Lewis, the
renowned WHS history
teacher and his cousin is
former Mayor Bud Boothe.

“The Journey of the Little
Red Boat” highlights the ac-
tivities of Smith’s granddaugh-
ter, Grace, when she visits the

family home
on the
Me d o m a k
River in cen-
tral Maine,
near the
coast. Grace
is a promi-
nent charac-
ter in the
book.

“The things depicted in
the book — playing games
at the kitchen table, walking
among the rocks looking for
minnows and baby crabs
trapped in pools of water —
are the things I did as a teenager. They
are what my children did when they
were growing up, and are now what
my grandchildren do when they visit.
There are five generations of family
attached to that place,” explained
Smith.

The author credits his cousin, Jen-
nifer Lee of Westfield, with inspiring
him to write the book.

“She conceived the idea of a story
for my granddaughter from the actual
incident of a little red boat drifting
into our dock, and she pestered me
until I wrote the story,” he said.

“I had just retired and was mull-
ing what I would really like to do
with my newly found free time. The
book was also a way to write about
an area of Maine that I love,” he
continued.

Another cousin, Gaile Boothe, has
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been very instrumental in determin-
ing potential buyers of the book.

In addition to publishing “The Jour-
ney of the Little Red Boat,” marketing
the book has added an extra dimen-
sion to Smith’s writing life.

“I enjoy visiting schools and dis-
cussing the book and the topic of
creative writing with elementary school
children. Helping children improve
their writing skills and engage their
imaginations is very satisfying,” he
said.

Smith is currently working on two
additional children’s books.

“The Journey of the Little Red Boat”
is suitable for youngsters from pre-
school through early elementary
schools. It is available at The Town
Book Store. For more information and
to see a sample page, log on to Smith’s
website at
www.georgesmithpublishing.com.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — There are
several types of musicians and groups.
Some live and breathe music for spiri-
tual enlightenment, while some make
music for money, sex, and popularity,
and others form groups because it is
entertaining for the performer and the
audience.

The Falling Stars (TFS), a garage

band comprised of three teenagers
from Scotch Plains desires fall into
the latter category.

The trio’s music consists of more
than three instruments. Members
include Caryn Feder, 17, the lead
vocalist, guitarist, and percussion-
ist, Mikey Sodomorra, 17, the bass-
ist, and Rupnath (Rup)
Chattopadhyay, 17, the saxophone
and trombone player.

Aside from the usual setup of in-
struments, a harmonica, piano, flute,
clarinet, and trumpet are also incor-
porated into the mix. TFS has been
together since Caryn became inspired
at a competition.

“I always wanted to be a musi-
cian,” she said, “I went to a battle of
the bands…so we decided then on
that we weren’t going to miss any
opportunities to play.”

Despite their varied musical tastes,
they manage to work well together.
While Mikey listens to Alan Jackson,
Rup prefers The Beatles and Real Big
Fish, and Caryn listens to Incubus
and Red Hot Chili Peppers.

Caryn explained, “I think that it’s
a great thing (to have taste in many
genres) because when we sit down
to write something, all these influ-
ences get meshed together.”

What musical genre would de-
scribe TFS?

“We are enjoyably different, cre-
ative, and fluent,” said Mikey.

“We want to offer something dif-
ferent, we did a bunch of genres,
that’s what we do,” said Caryn, add-
ing that there are short periods of
jazz and hip-hop that mix with their
predominantly pop-rock sound.

The band, however, appears to

fall short of mastering any one sound,
or blending the differences together
cleanly. But their confidence and
passion may one day lead to a mature
manifestation of their musical goals.

Fans of the Indie music, Hanson-
like pop-rock, or pop-punk bands may
appreciate what they have to offer.

Although TFS is certainly no pro-
found entity, they seem to take a stab
at forming their own sound — a goal

rarely sought in the mainstream rock
world.

The songs off their new, not quite
30-minute album “Running, Pacing,
& Learning to Crawl” are amateur
foundations that, if arranged more
coherently after some intense effort
to better the musicianship, could pos-
sibly grow into a unique sound.

While, I can hear where they are
attempting to take their music and
sense which route they are attempt-
ing take, they sound thin and almost
idle in their approach to song con-
struction and production.

With an almost catchy feel, the
songs are repetitive and pop-like.
However, un-tuned instruments and
off-key vocals demonstrate their
youth and lack of experience. If a
music fan is looking for something
fun and comedic, TFS may be the
way to go.

Their undeveloped sound can be
attributed to lack of practice, and in
many ways, the album falls short of
a true completion. TFS could be a
pop-rock group, complete with very
catchy tunes, the slight whine of
indignation, along with certain light-
heartedness if they cultivated their
potential.

Maybe a voice lesson or two, or a
good tuning would help. No matter
the sound, it is refreshing to have a
band that believes in their goals.
Plenty of first albums set the ground-
work for musical growth. TFS could
possibly be on of those bands.

“Hopefully (our music) will effect
people…makes their lives a little
better, something that they could
just vibe to,” said Caryn. The band
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — “Sold! The
Kinkade goes to number 14 for $20!”

The Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School’s DECA held an art show and
auction, “An Evening Of Art” at the
high school on January 22 for the
benefit of Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation (MDA).

Over 130 custom-framed and mat-
ted lithographs, photographs, prints,
sculptures and oils by such art masters
as Picasso, Delacroix, Chagall and
Boulanger were featured. Many pieces
were original and signed by the artist.

The event, which was conducted by
Ross Galleries of Holbrook, N.Y., was
organized by senior, Matt Goldberg
and juniors Mike Baumwoll and
Terrance Charles, all of Scotch Plains.
Thirteen additional students worked
on the auction committee.

Most of the artwork had an opening
bid of between $50 and $300. The
auction made $6,400 in gross sales
and raised $1,000 for MDA.

According to Matt, the auction was
a new venture for DECA. He added
that there was the possibility of its
become a regular fundraiser for the
organization.

“The students did an incredible job
organizing this auction,” said market-
ing teacher Dan Margolis of Westfield,
who serves as DECA’s advisor.

DECA is a national sponsor of MDA.
Last Thursday’s auction is part of an
ongoing competition among state and
national DECA chapters to raise aware-
ness of civic and community concerns.

Michelle Pignatelli, Program Coor-
dinator for MDA in Avenel was present
at the auction.

“The SPFHS DECA does a great
job helping MDA,” she said. Funds
raised by “An Evening of Art” will help
in MDA’s continuing effort to combat
neuromuscular diseases in a variety of
ways, including research, education
and medical services.

DECA is an association of market-
ing students. The SPFHS chapter cur-
rently has 150 members. Other com-
munity projects that DECA partici-
pates in help homeless and disadvan-
taged children and adults.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD – A gifted vocal-
ist, 17-year-old Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
student Jillian Lisa Prefach has
strived to make her passions come
to life.

With a seemingly innate affinity
toward theatre and performance,
Jillian has taken her talent to heights
seldom reached by others of her
age group.

“I plan to major in either musi-
cal theatre or theatre,” she told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Still unsure of which college she
wants to attend, she added, “My long
term goal is to be a success on Broad-
way.”

Presently, Jillian is building the
foundation of her goals by being
the only female accepted from
SPFHS to go to Boston, Mass. to
perform with the All-Eastern
Honor Chorus on Valentine’s Day.

“I’m looking forward to making
new friends and having a great
time,” she said.

The All-Eastern Honor Chorus
is not the only ensemble to include
Jillian’s vocal abilities. In 2003, she
traveled to Atlantic City with the
All-State Honor Chorus, and she
was also the only female selected
along with seven other male vocal-
ists on the trip. Jillian also per-
formed as a soloist with the Region
Chorus in 2000 and 2003.

Her deep love for drama, dance,
and voice is evident in her extensive
training over the past eight years. She
has shaped her talents with seven
years of lessons in dance, and private
voice and acting lessons. She has also
trained with the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn.

Jillian does not only take com-
mand of the stage, she is president
of the SPFHS Chorus, an intern at
Paper Mill, and the treasurer of the
SPFHS Repertory Theatre. She has
held roles in numerous plays at the
high school, including “Ariel” in
Footloose, “Mrs. Upson” in Mame,
and has performed as part of the
ensemble for Anything Goes and
Tosca.

She was also a finalist in Ryan
Davis’ Rising Stars at Café Chasama
in New York City and a soloist at
the Paper Mill New Voices Conser-
vatory.

From March 18 to 21 and 26 to
27, she will play “Cosette” in the
SPFHS production of Les
Miserables.

“I absolutely cannot wait,” she
stated, “performing is what I love
to do. When I’m on stage, it’s the
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Coming Next Week:
• Carol Davis meets painter

Joan Polishook;
• Marylou Morano reviews

Visiting Mr. Green;
• Tomasulo and NJCVA Ex-

hibitions: The Tale of Two Gal-
leries;

• My Take on It returns
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