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Congressman Ferguson Visits Iraq To Lend
Support, Learn of Rebuilding Strategies
By HORACE R. CORBIN,

MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
and SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Republican Congressman Mike
Ferguson of the Seventh Congres-
sional District, which encompasses
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, traveled to Iraq
last week.

The Congressman had meetings in
Jordan, dinner with the troops in
Baghdad and traveled to Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in Germany
to visit injured troops.

“What a trip!” he told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “We left Wednes-
day for Amman, Jordan. I traveled
with Congressman James Langevin
(D) from Rhode Island – a really
great guy. In Jordan is the main Iraqi
Police Training Academy. Overall,
the coalition is training approxi-
mately 100,000 Iraqi police. The
Jordanians have been incredibly help-
ful. They have been great allies.”

The congressman met with Steve
Bennett, U.S. Ambassador to Jor-
dan, who explained the role Jordan
played even though they were be-
tween a “rock and a hard place.”

Friday morning, Congressman
Ferguson and the entourage took a
C-130 air transport plane to Baghdad.
He was able to sit in the cockpit and
converse with the pilots. As the plane
approached the landing strip, he was
told to sit in the back and buckle up.

“I know why now,” he said. “The
standard landing procedure for
Baghdad, to avoid attack on the plane,
involves incredible banks and diving

to the airport. They don’t really fly
jets in there, as they are too big of a
target for heat-seeking missiles,” he
shared.

One of the highlights of Congress-
man Ferguson’s trip came as he dis-
tributed greeting cards, homemade
by fourth and fifth
graders from
Ernest J. Finizio-
Aldene School in
Roselle Park. The
cards were distrib-
uted to soldiers
during a dinner of
chicken, sweet
potatoes and rice,
which he enjoyed
with the troops at
Camp Victory in
Baghdad, the
headquarters for the Coalition Joint
Task Force 7.

After looking at the cards, the sol-
diers said that they wanted to corre-
spond with the students and thank
them, a wish that will be granted by
the congressman’s staff.

When asked about the atmosphere,
he said, “Well, it’s a war zone. It’s
not like walking around Westfield or
Warren.” Because of the language

barrier, Congressman Ferguson noted
that he did not speak to many Iraqis
during the visit.

He added that they took heavily armed
vehicles and Humvees in a convoy
escorted by troops to Camp Victory.

“What a grotesque place Saddam
had built, unbeliev-
able money spent
on all those pal-
aces,” the con-
gressman ex-
plained. “But now,
it’s been converted
into a major com-
mand post with
many offices.” He
said they were
briefed by Ambas-
sador Dick Jones of
Kuwait who assists

Paul Bremer in Iraqi and by Major
General Miller.

Congressman Ferguson, who
learned the details of Hussein’s cap-
ture — many of which are classified
— stated that the capture was “un-
usually helpful, not just the psycho-
logical value, but the documents cap-
tured.” The capture of Hussein also
provided knowledge about the Baath
Party forces and how they operate.

He said that since that time, terrorist
incidents have steadily declined. He
hopes this is a trend, not just a lull.

Even so, Congressman Ferguson
explained that terrorists have as-
sembled bombs using batteries and
garage door openers.

“They are getting more ingenious
and diabolical,” he said.

When asked by The Leader/Times
what motivated him to go to Iraq, he
said, “In November, I felt I wanted to
go. You make a request to the Speaker
of the House and he decides. I had
two reasons. First, I wanted to let the
soldiers know how much we appre-
ciate the sacrifices they are making
for us. I wanted to look them in the
eye and tell them how proud we are
of them, and that they have support
of the American public. Secondly,
we’re making a large reconstruction
effort, it’s a lot of money, the public’s
money, and I have to vote on it. I
wanted to see first-hand how it was
being spent.”

He added, “Yes, the news seems to
focus on the bad things that happen;
we’re at war and that’s necessary to
be told. What you don’t see in the
news is the incredible spirit of our
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Congressman Mike Ferguson

Two Are Injured in Accident
Involving Car, UPS Truck

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Two Westfield residents were
injured last week when a UPS truck
collided with their vehicle at the
intersection of Broad Street and
Gallows Hill Road in Westfield.

The accident occurred at 6:11
p.m. on January 13, as Joseph
Nunziato, 27, of Bound Brook, the
driver of the truck, was making a
left-hand turn from Gallows Hill
Road onto Broad Street.

The truck collided with a 1994
Ford Wagon driven by Joseph
Fernandez, 83, who was traveling
east on Broad Street toward Spring-

field Avenue, according to Lieu-
tenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department.
Madeline Fernandez, 82, was a
passenger in the Ford.

Mr. and Mrs. Fernandez were
transported to separate area hospi-
tals, said Lieutenant Parizeau.
Authorities had no further infor-
mation on their condition. Mrs.
Fernandez is a lunch aide at Wash-
ington Elementary School in
Westfield.

Mr. Nunziato, who was not in-
jured in the accident, was issued a
ticket for failure to yield at a stop
sign, according to the lieutenant.
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Freeholders Tell Preliminary Budget
Plans for 2004; Services to Increase

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The primary focus of the January
15 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was to
announce the preliminary 2004
Union County budget, which will
total approximately $360 million.
This recognizes an increase of 7 per-
cent from 2003, when the budget
tallied $335.4 million.

The board pointed to 2003 as a
year of financial setbacks due to
factors such as the national economic
woes and continued recovery from
the terrorist attacks that impacted

the tri-state area on multiple levels,
including financially.

Noting that they seek to make this
year’s budget more fruitful than the
2003 spending plan,  board members
indicated that several aspects of the
new budget will continue some  pro-
grams begun in 2003, such as the
voluntary unpaid leave program and
the early retirement program.

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo com-
mented that, despite a difficult
economy in 2003, the new budget
shows an increase in county ser-
vices.

In 2004, a Vacation Time Purchase

Program will be established, apply-
ing to exclusionary employees and
non-essential county personnel.

According to County Manager
George Devanney, this program will
allow county employees to purchase
additional vacation days on a volun-
tary basis. For example, any quali-
fied county employee could purchase
five vacation days in exchange for
three days pay.

“Hopefully, the course that we’ve
set will continue,” said Mr. Devanney.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
stated that the budget will continue

Borough Council Awards
Waste Management Bid

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In the first regular meeting of the
Mountainside Borough Council for
2004 Tuesday night, Mayor Robert
Viglianti honored Brianna Palumbo
with a Resolution of Commendation
for what he called her “persistence
and achievement” in the Elks Club
National Soccer Shoot Program.

Brianna competed in and won a
series of tournaments before quali-
fying for the national finals held in
Martinsville, W. Va. in November of
last year, where she won second place
overall in the girls, 10 and under
category.

The governing body also approved
resolutions confirming James
DeRose as Municipal Judge and re-
appointing Patricia Scherer as Tax

Collector. Additionally, the council
approved a resolution awarding a
homeowner a $14,000 tax appeal
settlement.

A resolution awarding Waste Man-
agement of New Jersey the bid for
curbside collection and disposal of
recyclables in the amount of
$222,962 for a three-year contract
was also approved.

The bid came in $80,000 more
than the council had hoped to pay,
based on a bid received a few years
ago.

“We put bids out and received one
bid only,” Mayor Viglianti said. “This
governing body has no choice. We
are mandated by county and state to
supply this service. It is with reluc-
tance that we accept this bid,” he
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
I HAVE A DREAM…Westfield citizens recognized Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day on Monday by holding a procession from the Bethel Baptist Church on
Trinity Place to the First United Methodist Church on East Broad Street.
Reverend Kelmo Porter, Jr., Pastor of St. John’s Baptist Church of Scotch
Plains, was the keynote speaker for the service honoring the late Civil Rights
leader that took place after the procession at 1 p.m.

      Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS...Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti honored
Brianna Palumbo with a Resolution of Commendation for her success in the
Elks Club National Soccer Shoot Program at Tuesday night’s Borough Council
meeting.

         Photo Courtesy of Tech Sergeant Jim Collins
MESS HALL…Last week, Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) had dinner with the troops in Baghdad, Iraq. The
congressman is pictured waiting for a healthy portion of chicken, rice and sweet potatoes.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
met on Tuesday evening to discuss
the Special Education and Capital
Projects portions of the preliminary
2004-2005 budget.

Business Administrator/Board
Secretary Robert Berman and Assis-
tant Superintendent of Student Ser-
vices, Dr. Theodore Kozlik, offered
the Special Education presentation.

The proposed budget calls for
$14,956,416 in special education
costs, which represents an increase of
9.54 percent over last year’s budget.

The cost of in-district Special Edu-
cation programs would rise 11.57
percent to $5,100,345. This covers
the salaries of the school system’s
Special Education instructors, as well
as other costs. Currently, 16.6 percent
of all students in the school district
receive some form of assistance from
the Special Education Department.

The preliminary budget calls for
$6,293,807 in out-of-district special
education costs. Students with spe-

cial needs are placed in out-of-dis-
trict programs when the school
district’s resources are inadequate to
accommodate the student’s needs.

The proposed amount reflects a
10.21 percent increase over the 2003-
2004 budget allotment and is indica-
tive of both rising tuition costs in
private schools outside the district
and growing enrollment across the
spectrum in the school district.

“Providing services to more stu-
dents causes a continual increase in
costs,” said Board President Arlene
Gardner.

The rising costs of tuition led the
board to discuss other options to be
investigated once the 2004-2005 bud-
get is finalized and voted upon.

The board briefly discussed the
possibility of holding classes at Lin-
coln School, which has been leased
out to the Union County Educational
Services Commission for the past 20
years.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
suggested increasing the district’s
capacity for handling more students

with special needs.
“We need to start investigating

more programmatic options,” she
said, adding that she hopes the school

Police, Civilians Recognized
At Town Council Meeting

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Almost 45 Westfield Police
Awards, along with two civilian
awards, were presented Tuesday be-
fore a packed audience at the
Westfield Town Council meeting.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter thanked the crowd for com-
ing, and introduced Robert Weiss,
President of Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association Local No. 90 and
the presenter of the awards.

Officer Weiss told members of the
audience that these awards were given
to police officers in the department
who have performed acts “that went
beyond the call of duty.”

Officer Vincent Hatala received a
Command Citation Award. He was
honored for his actions on May 13,
2003, when, while off-duty, he was
driving through Aberdeen and saw
an Aberdeen policeman struggling

in a chase to apprehend a suspect.
Because of Officer Hatala’s quick

actions to “assist a brother officer in
distress with no concern for his per-
sonal safety,” recounted Officer
Weiss, the suspect was arrested on
many criminal violations.

Officer Anthony Vastano was also
awarded a Command Citation for his
arrest of a suspect in Irvington last
March, after an active chase across a
four-lane highway. The arrest was
subsequently made without incident.

Officer Vastano was part of the
Essex Joint Task Force and was re-
sponding to a car jacking that had
happened in Maplewood.

Sergeant Carmen Brocato, Sr. and
Officers Leonard Lugo, Frank Moya,
Robert Beaton, Jason McErlean, John
Ricerca, Frank Padovano and Jason
Carter were also each awarded a
Command Citation for their roles in
successfully evacuating 75 people

during a fire on Carlton Road on May
3, 2003.

Others who received Command
Citations included Officers James
Stivale, Brett Lasseter, Scott Rodger,
Kevin O’Keefe, Mark Cierpial and
Frank Ricci.

Officers Harold Caulfield, Todd
Earl, John Ricerca and Frank Moya
all received Life Saving Awards for
successfully administering Cardiop-
ulmonary Resuscitation to two sepa-
rate victims, each of whom had suf-
fered a seizure, until Emergency
Medical Technicians arrived on the
scene.

Certificates of Merit Awards were
given to Officers James Stivale, Ja-
son Rodger, Kevin O’Keefe, Frank
Moya, Christopher Battiloro, Brett
Lasseter, Frank Ricci, Robert Weiss,
Todd Earl, Frank Ricci and David
Wayman.

Certificates of Appreciation (Ci-
vilians) were awarded to Joanne

Westfield BOE Examines Needs
For Special Ed, Capital Projects
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young men and women they’re (typi-
cally) 18 to 24 years old. It’s inspira-
tional to hear their ideals, see their
bravery and feel their meaning.”

The soldiers told him, he recounted,
“Congressman, this is worth it.”

When asked if other countries are help-
ing the coalition, Mr. Ferguson said that in
addition to Jordan, the British have been
on the side of the United States since the
onset of the war.

The congressman said that Germany
is certainly helping the coalition in
many ways, such as with air space,
logistics, and support from the people.
He said that as he understands it, others
such as Canada are on the list of coun-
tries that have since given their sup-
port.

When asked specifically, Congress-
man Ferguson reported that France has
not demonstrated support for the
coalition’s success.

“The contrast between support by
Germany and France since the war is
striking,” he added.

On Saturday, the congressman re-
turned to Amman and then went on to
Ramsted Air Force Base in Germany,
where two medical centers are located.
The first facility at the airport resembles
a triage center, where the newly injured
and wounded are assessed for treat-
ment needs in order to determine their
destination. The second facility is the
Landstuhl Hospital commanded by
Colonel Rhonda Cornum, a former pris-
oner of war (POW) from Operation
Desert Storm in 1991. He was espe-
cially impressed with how Colonel
Cornum, who had been brutally abused
as a POW, had survived all that had
befallen her.

At Landstuhl, Congressman
Ferguson said that only 10 percent of
soldiers’ injuries are combat-related,
while other cases involve everyday
accidents and maladies.

He met about two dozen soldiers at
the hospital and said that it was inspir-
ing to see their strength. The congress-
man remarked that he hoped to lift their
spirits.

One of the men he met in the hospi-
tal, suffering from a broken ankle, was
Bob Tuttle of Glen Rock, one of seven
children, who has a sister in Westfield.

Congressman Ferguson added that
despite the capture of Hussein and many
of his cohorts, and the dismantling of
their brutal regime, several hurdles re-
main as Iraq and its people continue on
their journey towards democracy.

Besides establishing a new political
system, Congressman Ferguson said
jumpstarting Iraq’s economy was vital
to the nation’s future success and sta-
bility, and “inextricably linked” to ef-
forts to thwart violence.

He said that he was informed that
unemployment among the Iraqi people is
currently in the high 20 percent.

“It’s going to be a real challenge for
them,” he said. “But, they believe they
can do it – if only they can be given
freedom.”

He observed that it is particularly
vital that young men be given opportu-
nities to support their families, noting
that individuals with no means of earn-
ing a living could be recruited by terror
cells with the promise of money.

The congressman stated that a feel-
ing of hope and optimism among the

Iraqi people is also a key factor if the
nation is to create a successful democ-
racy untainted by the violence of the
Hussein era.

He believes that the Iraqis will need
to work with various factions, since
they have expressed the desire to gov-
ern using direct elections instead of
caucuses. When broken down, the
population reflects 60 percent Shiite
Muslims and 20 percent Sunni Mus-
lims.

He said that he would like to see
the Iraqi government resemble the
American system, where “majority
rules, but the minority’s rights are
protected.”

When asked how he would defend
President George W. Bush’s decision
to wage war in Iraq, Congressman
Ferguson stated, “There is overwhelm-
ing evidence which supports the need
to be in Iraq. We have first-hand ac-
counts from the Iraqi people … all
they want is their freedom.”

Congressman Ferguson said he be-
lieves the biggest short-term challenge
is the July 1 deadline, marking the
formal end of the United States-led
occupation and transfer of power to a
sovereign Iraqi government. He called
it an “incredibly aggressive sched-
ule.”

He added that the nation is “experi-
encing a new birth due to the sacrifice
and courage of Americans in the coa-
lition.” The road to peace, he said,
“will be made possible by the efforts
of servicemen and women.”

Monies given by the American
people to rebuild Iraq should be con-
sidered “an investment,” said the con-
gressman, which will be beneficial to
the Iraqis, Americans and the Middle
East. He noted that terrorist camps,
present in Iraq and Afghanistan be-
fore the war, have been eradicated.

Although he did not have the oppor-
tunity to visit Iraqi schools, the con-
gressman, who is a former teacher and
the father of three children, said he
would do so if he could return. He
noted that 1.5 million bookbags filled
with school supplies have been dis-
tributed to Iraqi students since the
war. He keeps one of those bookbags
in his Washington, D.C. office as a
reminder of the coalition’s commit-
ment to rebuild the lives of Iraqis.

The students, he said, are “the fu-
ture of Iraq.” He hopes they will be
educated “to love and cherish democ-
racy and freedom…the values which
have made America great.”

When asked if the political climate
in America has stymied progress in
Iraq, the congressman said, “It is dif-
ficult for our troops when they see
political sniping at home.”

“The constant questioning and criti-
cism of our commander in chief” is
troublesome to the soldiers because
“they are literally putting their lives
on the line based on the intelligence of
the president and his people,” said the
congressman.

While dissent among Americans
about going to war in Iraq might have
given hope to terrorists before the war,
Congressman Ferguson believes that
this is currently not the case.

“It would be a huge mistake to un-
derestimate the resolve of the Ameri-
can military and its people,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Congressman Ferguson  Tours Iraq to Lend
Support; Learn of Rebuilding Strategies

When his wife, Maureen, asked him
why he was going to Iraq, the con-
gressman told her of his goals and she
said, “Okay, they’re important and
good reasons.”

“I’m glad to be home with my wife
and three young children,” he con-
cluded.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
• Raymond Stark, 35, of Fanwood

was arrested in the 200 block of Central
Avenue and charged with theft of a
credit card and fraudulent use of a credit
card. He was released on $308 bail.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
• A resident of Sandra Circle reported

that someone entered her motor vehicle
and removed $200 worth of sheets and
towels.

• Eleana Ciervo, 38, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with shop-
lifting $172 worth of clothing items
from a North Avenue business. She
was released on her own recognizance.

• Trevor Wolff, 19, of Scotch Plains,
Christian Gray, 18, of Scotch Plains and
Camie Littrean, 18, of South Plainfield
were arrested in Tamaques Park and charged
with underage possession of alcohol.

Gray was additionally charged with
consumption of alcohol in a vehicle.
All were released on their own recogni-
zance.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
• A Scotch Plains resident reported

the theft of his wallet, containing $220 in
cash, along with a DSC-P7 digital cam-
era. The theft occurred while he was at
an East Broad Street business.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
• James Angelbeck, 43, of North

Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated following a one-
car accident on Springfield Avenue. He
was transported to Overlook Hospital in
Summit and released on his own recogni-
zance.

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
• Denise Figueroa, 19, of Fanwood

was arrested and charged with theft by
deception after she allegedly used some-
one else’s credit card to obtain cash
from a register at an Elm Street busi-
ness. She was released on her own re-
cognizance.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
• An Elizabeth resident reported that

her credit cards were stolen from a
North Avenue business. One of the
cards has since been used to make one
or more purchases in the amount of
$200.

WF Police Detectives Seek
Information on Robbery

WESTFIELD – Westfield po-
lice detectives are hoping the offer
of reward money will lead them to
information about an armed holdup
that netted thousands of dollars
from a bread store on East Broad
Street on December 22.

Police responding to an emer-
gency 9-1-1 call at the store shortly
after 10 p.m. found four employees
bound with rope and duct tape. It
was determined that two men with
small caliber revolvers and a third
accomplice entered a rear door and
surprised the store workers as they
were closing for the day.

The first male has been described
as a thin Hispanic in his 20s, about
5-feet, 7-inches tall wearing a wool
knit skull cap and had very light
blue or gray eyes.

The suspect confronted one of
the workers in the back of the
building and shoved the silver
weapon into the ribs of one of the
victims and announced a holdup.

The second robber, who has been
described as a tall black male about
6-feet, 2-inches tall in his late teens,
was wearing a black ski jacket and

a black ski mask over his face with
baseball gloves.

The suspect came in behind the
first suspect and began binding the
victims. Then with help of another
black male, about five feet eight
inches wearing similar baseball
batting gloves, the robbers took
the day’s proceeds from a money
drawer.

“We know there are people with
information out there,” said
Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracey. “Two cell phones were
taken by the robbers along with a
wallet from one of the workers
before they fled on foot, so we are
asking for any information about
this case.”

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow said that the
Union County Crimestoppers Pro-
gram, “in its 20th year of opera-
tion, pays cash rewards of up to
$5,000 in violent crime cases.

Persons with information should
contact Westfield Detective Baron
Chambliss at (908)-789-6077 or
the 24-hour Crimestoppers tipline
at (908)-654-TIPS.

to be reviewed beginning in February by
the county Fiscal Committee. This
spending plan has re-positioned the
county for renewed prosperity, he indi-
cated.

Additional details of the budget were
not available at press time, but are ex-
pected to be revealed and subject to review
by this newspaper in the coming week.

The economic theme continued in the
public portion of the meeting, when
Bruce Patterson of Garwood inquired as
to the controversial retroactive pay raises
enacted at the end of 2003. Mr. Patterson
wanted to know how the retroactive
portion of each raise was presented.

Mr. Devanney responded that a lump
sum was awarded to each person quali-
fying for the pay raise. He stated that
there is a salary adjustment account as
part of the budget every year.

If the money is not used (in the year
for which it is earmarked), it rolls over
as a surplus to the following year, he
explained.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
added that the retroactive pay raise is
not an issue exclusive to Union County,
and that the pay raises are based on
performance.

“The reality is, this is something that
has been done for many years,” he said.

There was also one notable resolu-
tion enacted at the meeting that will
positively impact the local area. The
resolution authorizes the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority Parkway Division
to work with the county and Clark Town-
ship to improve Exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway. The exit, long known as
a congestion headache for many local
residents, would be improved in order to
prevent such overcrowding from be-
coming even more of a problem.

The board also honored the Union
County College Owls soccer team for
its memorable 2003 season. Among the
notable achievements were an 18-3
record, with the team outscoring their
opponents 57-16 in the process. The
Owls made it to the National Junior
College Athletic Association (NJCAA)
championship game on November 9,
where they lost in sudden-death over-
time. The team was ranked second in
two national men’s soccer polls. Coach
Alex Louis was also honored as Region
IX Coach of the Year.

The 2003 Owls are the first soccer
team to reach the championship game in
the 70-year history of their soccer pro-
gram.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholder Bd.

continued.
Multiple ordinances were also dis-

cussed and approved by the council,
including one giving the authority to the
financial officer and administrator to
sign checks requiring immediate atten-
tion, in the event that the mayor and the
council president are not available, and
another confirming payment of bills to-
taling $1,862,491.

The council, taking the police
department’s recommendation, ap-
proved an ordinance prohibiting  park-
ing on Woodacres Drive during certain
hours to allow for emergency vehicles
and buses to pass.

When the council welcomed audi-
ence participation, a resident from
Woodacres Drive, which is located near
the newly opened Beechwood School,
thanked officials for limiting  parking
during dismissal, stating that she feels
the traffic situation is extremely hazard-
ous. She also requested the council place
a stop sign at the corner of Woodacres
Drive and Whippoorwill Way, which
was approved by the board.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council

                              Photo Courtesy of Tech Sergeant Jim Collins
OUR AIRMEN…Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) traveled to Iraq last week, where he met with New Jersey airmen
near Baghdad International Airport on Friday. He gave the soldiers some greeting cards made by elementary school students
in Roselle Park.  Tech Sergeant Bill Christopher, left, who is originally from Long Beach Island, is now serving with the 172nd
Fighter Group, Kentucky Air National Guard in Baghdad.  Senior Master Sergeant Paul Kasica of Mount Holly, pictured
in the back, is a member of the 108th Air Refueling Wing, New Jersey Air National Guard.  Pictured, in the front, is Staff
Sergeant John Hupp and, to the right, is Senior Airman Jacob  Weidinger, both based at McGuire Air Force Base.
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Police, Civilians Recognized
At Town Council Meeting

Keohane, who gave police a de-
scription of suspicious persons that
led to arrests, and to Jeff Luterbach,
who assisted an officer struggling
with a suspect until police backup
arrived.

In other business, council mem-
bers approved the appointment of
Jeff O’Conner as Alternate Number
One on the Westfield Recreation
Commission.

A package of resolutions was
passed to approve improvements to
Lincoln Road and Cowperthwaite
Place, in addition to milling and
paving improvements at various lo-
cations throughout the town of
Westfield.

Finally, Westfield residents
Cynthia Foulke, Allen Soloman and
John Devitt spoke to council mem-
bers during the public portion of the
meeting with various concerns re-
garding parking and street bump-
outs.

Ms. Foulke stated her concern to
the council over parking tickets that
were given to Westfield parents last
week in the Watterson permit park-
ing lot while they waited for their
children at Holy Trinity School, as
described in a letter to the editor to
The Westfield Leader by Patricia
Kelly.

Ms. Foulke said she thought
Westfield should be more like
Fanwood, in that permits are not
needed to park in commuter lots
after 3 p.m. on weekdays and
throughout the day and evening on
weekends.

Councilman Sal Caruana asked if
perhaps Westfield could consider a
similar situation, in which people
parking in the commuter lots after 3
p.m. would be exempt from having
a permit. He noted that the town
already allows non-permit holders
to utilize those lots during the week-
ends.

Captain John Morgan, Director
of Parking Services for the Westfield
Police Department, addressed the
audience, stating that on the par-
ticular day the tickets were issued to
the school parents, January 6, a per-
mit holder called the station at 3:15
p.m. to complain there were many
cars parked in that lot without per-
mits. He noted an officer was sent to
ticket the cars for that reason.

Captain Morgan also stated that
all of those tickets had been dropped,
adding all of the parents have since
been informed they cannot park in
that lot before 4 p.m.

Captain Morgan also stated that,
regarding the suggestion of Ms.
Foulke and Councilman Caruana,
he could not see any problem in
looking into rolling back the time
for non-permit parking until 3 p.m.,
saying he would get back to the
council on the matter.

In addition, he noted he was cur-
rently working on a program that
would sell spaces on a daily basis

from May until September, when
there are many unused parking
spaces due to people taking vaca-
tions.

During his turn speaking before
the council, Allen Soloman voiced
his concerns about the proposed
parking decks. He cited the recent
high school parking resolution that
originally had seemed destined for
unanimous approval by Westfield
council members, but was, as he
stated, “all but killed” because of a
strong citizen objection.

Mr. Allen stated, “Over the past
two years there have been hundreds
of residents who voiced their objec-
tions to the parking decks at public
meetings, through petitions and
through letters to the editor in The
Westfield Leader.

He went on to say he thought
council members should “ask the
entire town and its voters if that is
what they really want,” concluding
that, once the decks are up, “you
will be changing our town forever.”

Finally, John Devitt expressed
concern over the bump-outs that
have recently been erected on
Benson Place, South Chestnut Street
and Gallows Hill Road, known as
the Shop Rite Grid.

He asked what the costs were to
put in the bumps, and questioned
their design, stating “the bumps are
out of place and too much.”

Town Administrator James Gildea
noted that facts regarding costs and
studies were all a matter of public
record and could be found in the
Clerk’s Office.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ob-
served that the bumps were installed
on those streets because of cars driv-
ing fast to get to and leave the new
Shop Rite on North Avenue.

district’s recent anti-bullying initiatives
could curb the number of students clas-
sified due to special emotional needs.

Next, the board analyzed the pro-
posed budget for capital projects. Mr.
Berman noted that the budget for capi-
tal projects is the same as it was in the
2003-2004 budget and therefore is not
part of the proposed 7 percent overall
increase.

The renovation of the track at
Westfield High School (WHS) took
top priority on the agenda for the night.

Board member Richard Solomon
said, “At some point, we’re going to
need to redo it.”

In addition to the track itself, the
long jump, high jump, and pole vault
areas are also in need of extensive
repairs.

The district has already slated plans
to have minor repairs done to the area
before the track season begins, but the
proposed repairs will not extend the
life of the track by more than a year.
The needed renovation cannot be com-
pleted under state laws that do not
allow more than a 3 percent increase in
certain areas of the district’s budget,
and leftover funds from bonds cannot
be used to fund the repairs.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
expressed her frustration with the situ-
ation.

“If we can’t find the money,” she
said, “the track is done and the pro-
gram is killed.”

The board also discussed the need to
perform renovations at the Adminis-
tration Building at 302 Elm Street.
Repairs are needed on the portico area
as well as the front window wall.

Stressing the need for maintenance,
Mr. Berman said, “It’s in a condition
where there’s no question that it needs
to be done.”

The proposed repairs would cost be-
tween $90,000 and $100,000.

Board member William Ziff sug-
gested the possibility of acquiring some
funding for the repairs through histori-
cal site preservation groups.

Westfield resident Joanne Hone ad-
dressed the board about the possibility
of selling the Elm Street property and
moving the administration’s offices to
Lincoln School.

Ms. Gardner said that past boards
had considered the idea of selling the
building on three separate occasions
and voted against it each time.

Adding to Ms. Gardner’s com-
ments, Ms. Rhodes said, “We can’t
sell this building in this condition.”

The next public budget discus-
sions will take place at the board’s
meeting on Tuesday, February 3, dur-
ing which members will also ad-
dress curriculum and personnel mat-
ters.


