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Congressman Ferguson Visits Iraq To Lend
Support, Learn of Rebuilding Strategies
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By HORACE R. CORBIN,
MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
and SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Republican Congressman Mike
Ferguson of the Seventh Congres-
sional District, which encompasses
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, traveled to Iraq
last week.

The Congressman had meetings in
Jordan, dinner with the troops in
Baghdad and traveled to Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in Germany
to visit injured troops.

“What a trip!” he told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “We left Wednes-
day for Amman, Jordan. I traveled
with Congressman James Langevin
(D) from Rhode Island – a really
great guy. In Jordan is the main Iraqi
Police Training Academy. Overall,
the coalition is training approxi-
mately 100,000 Iraqi police. The
Jordanians have been incredibly help-
ful. They have been great allies.”

The congressman met with Steve
Bennett, U.S. Ambassador to Jor-
dan, who explained the role Jordan
played even though they were be-
tween a “rock and a hard place.”

Friday morning, Congressman
Ferguson and the entourage took a
C-130 air transport plane to Baghdad.
He was able to sit in the cockpit and
converse with the pilots. As the plane
approached the landing strip, he was
told to sit in the back and buckle up.

“I know why now,” he said. “The
standard landing procedure for
Baghdad, to avoid attack on the plane,
involves incredible banks and diving
to the airport. They don’t really fly jets
in there, as they are too big of a target
for heat-seeking missiles,” he shared.

One of the highlights of Congress-
man Ferguson’s trip came as he distrib-
uted greeting cards, homemade by

fourth and fifth graders from Ernest J.
Finizio-Aldene School in Roselle Park.
The cards were distributed to soldiers
during a dinner of chicken, sweet po-
tatoes and rice, which he enjoyed with
the troops at Camp Victory in Baghdad,
the headquarters for the Coalition Joint
Task Force 7.

After looking at
the cards, the sol-
diers said that they
wanted to corre-
spond with the stu-
dents and thank
them, a wish that
will be granted by
the congressman’s
staff.

When asked
about the atmo-
sphere, he said,
“Well, it’s a war zone. It’s not like
walking around Westfield or War-
ren.” Because of the language bar-
rier, Congressman Ferguson noted
that he did not speak to many Iraqis
during the visit.

He added that they took heavily
armed vehicles and Humvees in a
convoy escorted by troops to Camp
Victory.

“What a grotesque place Saddam
had built, unbelievable money spent
on all those palaces,” the congress-
man explained. “But now, it’s been

converted into a major command post
with many offices.” He said they were
briefed by Ambassador Dick Jones of
Kuwait who assists Paul Bremer in
Iraqi and by Major General Miller.

Congressman Ferguson, who
learned the details of Hussein’s cap-
ture — many of which are classified

— stated that the
capture was “un-
usually helpful,
not just the psy-
chological value,
but the documents
captured.” The
capture of
Hussein also pro-
vided knowledge
about the Baath
Party forces and
how they operate.

He said that since that time, terrorist
incidents have steadily declined. He
hopes this is a trend, not just a lull.

Even so, Congressman Ferguson
explained that terrorists have as-
sembled bombs using batteries and
garage door openers.

“They are getting more ingenious
and diabolical,” he said.

When asked by The Leader/Times
what motivated him to go to Iraq, he
said, “In November, I felt I wanted to
go. You make a request to the Speaker
of the House and he decides. I had

two reasons. First, I wanted to let the
soldiers know how much we appre-
ciate the sacrifices they are making
for us. I wanted to look them in the
eye and tell them how proud we are
of them, and that they have support
of the American public. Secondly,
we’re making a large reconstruction
effort, it’s a lot of money, the public’s
money, and I have to vote on it. I
wanted to see first-hand how it was
being spent.”

He added, “Yes, the news seems to
focus on the bad things that happen;
we’re at war and that’s necessary to
be told. What you don’t see in the
news is the incredible spirit of our
young men and women they’re (typi-
cally) 18 to 24 years old. It’s inspira-
tional to hear their ideals, see their
bravery and feel their meaning.”

The soldiers told him, he re-
counted, “Congressman, this is worth
it.”

When asked if other countries are
helping the coalition, Mr. Ferguson
said that in addition to Jordan, the
British have been on the side of the
United States since the onset of the
war.

The congressman said that Ger-
many is certainly helping the coa-
lition in many ways, such as with
air space, logistics, and support

“““““TherTherTherTherThere is  oe is  oe is  oe is  oe is  ovvvvve re re re re rwhelmingwhelmingwhelmingwhelmingwhelming
evidence which supporevidence which supporevidence which supporevidence which supporevidence which supportststststs
the need to be in Ithe need to be in Ithe need to be in Ithe need to be in Ithe need to be in Iraq. raq. raq. raq. raq. WWWWWeeeee
havhavhavhavhave first-hand accountse first-hand accountse first-hand accountse first-hand accountse first-hand accounts
frfrfrfrfrom the Iom the Iom the Iom the Iom the Iraqi people … allraqi people … allraqi people … allraqi people … allraqi people … all
they want is their frthey want is their frthey want is their frthey want is their frthey want is their freedom.”eedom.”eedom.”eedom.”eedom.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The primary focus of the January
15 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was to
announce the preliminary 2004
Union County Budget, which will
total approximately $360 million.
This recognizes an increase of 7 per-
cent from 2003, when the budget
tallied $335.4 million.

The board pointed to 2003 as a
year of financial setbacks due to
factors such as the national economic
woes and continued recovery from
the terrorist attacks that impacted
the tri-state area on multiple levels,
including financially.

In noting that they seek to make
this year’s budget more fruitful than
the 2003 spending plan, the board
indicated that several aspects of the
new budget will continue some of
the programs begun in 2003, such as
the voluntary unpaid leave program
and the early retirement program.

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo com-
mented that, despite a difficult
economy in 2003, the new budget
shows an increase in county ser-
vices.

This year, a Vacation Time Pur-
chase Program will be established,
applying to exclusionary employees
and non-essential county personnel.

According to County Manager
George Devanney, this program will
allow county employees to purchase
additional vacation days on a volun-
tary basis. For example, any quali-
fied county employee could purchase
five vacation days in exchange for

three days pay.
“Hopefully, the course that we’ve

set will continue,” said Mr. Devanney.
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella

stated that the budget will continue
to be reviewed beginning in Febru-
ary by the county Fiscal Committee.
This spending plan has re-positioned
the county for renewed prosperity,
he indicated.

Additional details of the budget
were not available at press time, but
are expected to be revealed and sub-
ject to review by this newspaper in
the coming week.

The economic theme continued in
the public portion of the meeting,
when Bruce Patterson of Garwood
inquired as to the controversial retro-
active pay raises enacted at the end
of 2003. Mr. Patterson wanted to
know how the retroactive portion of
each raise was presented.

Mr. Devanney responded that a
lump sum was awarded to each per-
son qualifying for the pay raise. He
stated that there is a salary adjust-
ment account as part of the budget
every year.

If the money is not used (in the
year it is earmarked for), it rolls over
as a surplus to the following year, he
explained.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada added that the retroactive
pay raise is not an issue exclusive to
Union County, and that the pay raises

are based on performance.
“The reality is, this is something

that has been done for many years,”
he said.

There was also one notable resolu-
tion enacted at the meeting that will
positively impact the local area. The
resolution authorizes the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority Parkway Divi-
sion to work with the county and
Clark Township to improve Exit 135
of the Garden State Parkway. The
exit, long known as a congestion
headache for many local residents,
would be improved in order to pre-
vent such overcrowding from be-
coming even more of a problem.

The board also honored the Union
County College Owls soccer team
for their memorable 2003 season.
Among the notable achievements
included an 18-3 record, with the
team outscoring their opponents
57-16 in the process. The Owls
made it to the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association (NJCAA)
championship game on November
9, where they lost in sudden-death
overtime. The team was ranked No.
2 in two national men’s soccer polls.
Coach Alex Louis was also hon-
ored as Region IX Coach of the
Year.

The 2003 Owls are the first soccer
team to reach the championship game
in the 70-year history of the soccer
program.

Freeholders Tell Preliminary Budget
Plans for 2004; Services to Increase

Loose Ends to S. Plains Budget
Will Be Resolved, Says Atkins

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is expected that members of the
Scotch Plains Township Council will
receive 2004 municipal budget rec-
ommendations by the end of next
week or, at the latest, the first week
in February, after which the govern-
ing body will hold a series of meet-
ings to review the spending propos-
als before setting this year’s final
spending and property tax levels.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins, who will present the spend-
ing plan to the council, said on Tues-
day night that there are “loose ends I
have to tie up” and that he still needs

to further scrutinize some of the larger
departmental budget requests before
submitting the overall plan.

Earlier this month, Mr. Atkins told
the council that spending requests
initially totaled more than $20 mil-
lion, a $1.4 million increase over last
year’s $18.6 million budget a level
he termed “unacceptable.”

Mr. Atkins has been reviewing the
requests and making cuts before pre-
senting them to the council, which is
looking to avoid a property tax in-
crease anywhere near last year’s 18-
point hike. He has said he does not
expect property taxes to rise that
much this year, pointing to an im-

proved economy and local financial
picture.

This week, Mr. Atkins told the
council at its conference meeting
that the municipal surplus this year
should be at least $1.35 million ver-
sus last year’s $950,000 level.

For budget purposes, the average
assessed value of a home in Scotch
Plains this year will be $120,000,
according to Mr. Atkins. This figure
applies to single-family as well as
some two-and three-family homes,
which account for 89 percent of the
local tax base — the second highest
level in Union County after
Fanwood’s 90 percent.

There are just under 7,200 such
properties in Scotch Plains with a
total assessed valuation of more than
$800 million.

At the start of its conference meet-
ing, the council heard a 30-minute
presentation from representatives of
Telvue, whose Virtual Television

           Brooks Crandall for The Times
SLEDDING…Peter Surace, James Sweeney and Paige Crandall of Scotch Plains enjoy the day off during the Martin
Luther King, Jr. holiday and make good use of the winter weather to go sledding.

         Photo Courtesy of Tech Sergeant Jim Collins
MESS HALL…Last week, Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) had dinner with the troops in Baghdad, Iraq. The
congressman is pictured, waiting for a healthy portion of chicken, rice and sweet potatoes.

Verizon Sues Fanwood
For Antenna Denial
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

A lawsuit is being brought
against Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough of Fanwood
by Verizon Wireless after the Bor-
ough Council overturned the Plan-
ning Board’s approval of Verizon’s
application in November.

The Fanwood Planning/Zoning
Board, at their agenda-setting
meeting on Monday, made this
announcement.

Verizon’s application to place
cellular antennas atop a tower in
the borough was approved by the
Planning Board, after nine months
of hearings, last year.

Opposition to the application
was voiced at several of the hear-
ings by a small, but vocal group of
residents, who objected to the
placement of the antennas in their
neighborhood, citing health and
economic concerns for the value
of their homes.

The council’s ruling, which
came six days before an election,
was spurred by the citizen’s ap-
peal of the Planning Board’s deci-
sion, according to Planning Board
Chairman Gregory Cummings.

He added that this litigation will
cost the borough double the legal
fees, due to the borough having to
hire opposing attorneys, one rep-
resenting the Planning Board and
the other representing the bor-
ough and mayor.

Mayor Mahr told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
borough has hired the council’s
previous attorney, Mark Peck, as
special council to represent the
borough because he was familiar
with the case and the transcripts of
the application.

Planning Board Attorney Rob-
ert Mega will represent the
board. While the council over-
ruled the board’s decision, cit-
ing that it was “capricious and
arbitrary,” Verizon will most
likely sue the borough on the
same grounds, Mr. Cummings
surmised.

Mr. Peck could not be reached

for comment and Mr. Cummings
said he does not know what legal
strategy the borough will follow.
He said that he presumed that the
next step would be for the court to
set a date for the trial, which was
filed in Superior Court of Union
County, according to Fanwood
Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern.

Several new board members
were welcomed and introduced
themselves at the agenda meeting.
Daniel Zuker, Joseph Higgins, and
Dale Flowers were welcomed as
alternates to the board, while
Roseanne Tobey was the newly-
appointed Mayor’s Designee. New
members to the board include
Matthew Glennon and Peter
Sayles.

The board announced that they
would appoint committee assign-
ments at next week’s meeting. Mr.
Sayles was named as environmen-
tal commission liaison and John
Celardo will continue for another
year as historical commission liai-
son.

Mr. Mega explained that the
Planning Board/Zoning Board of
Adjustment in Fanwood is a dual
board due to the small population
of the borough. He also enumer-
ated the various types of applica-
tions and variances that would
come before each board as well as
some of their operational proce-
dures.

Three resolutions will be voted
on at the next meeting on Wednes-
day, January 28, including the
antenna application by AT&T
Wireless and a minor subdivision
on North Martine Avenue at Pater-
son Road. Otherwise, the board
begins 2004 with a clean slate and
no hearings scheduled for next
week.

Board member Jack Molenaar
said that the Master Plan needed to
be revised and adopted this year.
The board will form a committee
and will have until the end of the
year to complete the revision. Mr.
Molenaar said that they are con-
sidering hiring an outside consult-
ant to assist them.
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Congressman Ferguson  Tours Iraq to Lend
Support; Learn of Rebuilding Strategies

from the people. He said that as he
understands it, others such as
Canada are on the list of countries
that have since given their sup-
port.

When asked specifically, Con-
gressman Ferguson reported that
France has not demonstrated support
for the coalition’s success.

“The contrast between support by
Germany and France since the war is
striking,” he added.

On Saturday, the congressman re-
turned to Amman and then went on
to Ramsted Air Force Base in Ger-
many, where two medical centers
are located. The first facility at the
airport resembles a triage center,
where the newly injured and
wounded are assessed for treatment
needs in order to determine their
destination. The second facility is
the Landstuhl Hospital commanded
by Colonel Rhonda Cornum, a
former prisoner of war (POW) from
Operation Desert Storm in 1991. He
was especially impressed with how
Colonel Cornum, who had been bru-
tally abused as a POW, had survived
all that had befallen her.

At Landstuhl, Congressman
Ferguson said that only 10 percent of
soldiers’ injuries are combat-related,
while other cases involve everyday
accidents and maladies.

He met about two dozen soldiers
at the hospital and said that it was
inspiring to see their strength. The
congressman remarked that he hoped
to lift their spirits.

One of the men he met in the
hospital, suffering from a broken
ankle, was Bob Tuttle of Glen Rock,
one of seven children, who has a
sister in Westfield.

Congressman Ferguson added that
despite the capture of Hussein and
many of his cohorts, and the disman-
tling of their brutal regime, several
hurdles remain as Iraq and its people
continue on their journey towards
democracy.

Besides establishing a new politi-
cal system, Congressman Ferguson
said jumpstarting Iraq’s economy was
vital to the nation’s future success
and stability, and “inextricably
linked” to efforts to thwart violence.

He said that he was informed that
unemployment among the Iraqi
people is currently in the high 20s in
percentage.

“It’s going to be a real challenge
for them,” he said. “But, they believe
they can do it – if only they can be
given freedom.”

He observed that it is particularly
vital that young men be given oppor-
tunities to support their families, not-
ing that individuals with no means of
earning a living could be recruited
by terror cells with the promise of
money.

The congressman stated that a feel-
ing of hope and optimism among the
Iraqi people is also a key factor if the
nation is to create a successful de-
mocracy untainted by the violence
of the Hussein era.

He believes that the Iraqis will

need to work with various factions,
since they have expressed the desire
to govern using direct elections in-
stead of caucuses. When broken
down, the population reflects 60 per-
cent Shiite Muslims and 20 percent
Sunni Muslims.

He said that he would like to see
the Iraqi government resemble the
American system, where “majority
rules, but the minority’s rights are
protected.”

When asked how he would de-
fend President George W. Bush’s
decision to wage war in Iraq, Con-
gressman Ferguson stated, “There
is overwhelming evidence which
supports the need to be in Iraq. We
have first-hand accounts from the
Iraqi people … all they want is their
freedom.”

Congressman Ferguson said he be-
lieves the biggest short-term chal-
lenge is the July 1 deadline, marking
the formal end of the United States-
led occupation and transfer of power
to a sovereign Iraqi government. He
called it an “incredibly aggressive
schedule.”

He added that the nation is “expe-
riencing a new birth due to the sacri-
fice and courage of Americans in the
coalition.” The road to peace, he
said, “will be made possible by the
efforts of servicemen and women.”

Monies given by the American
people to rebuild Iraq should be con-
sidered “an investment,” said the con-
gressman, which will be beneficial
to the Iraqis, Americans and the
Middle East. He noted that terrorist
camps, present in Iraq and Afghani-
stan before the war, have been eradi-
cated.

Although he did not have the op-
portunity to visit Iraqi schools, the
congressman, who is a former teacher
and the father of three children, said
he would do so if he could return. He
noted that 1.5 million bookbags filled
with school supplies have been dis-
tributed to Iraqi students since the
war. He keeps one of those bookbags
in his Washington, D.C. office as a
reminder of the coalition’s commit-
ment to rebuild the lives of Iraqis.

The students, he said, are “the
future of Iraq.” He hopes they will be
educated “to love and cherish de-
mocracy and freedom…the values
which have made America great.”

When asked if the political cli-
mate in America has stymied progress
in Iraq, the congressman said, “It is
difficult for our troops when they see
political sniping at home.”

“The constant questioning and
criticism of our commander in chief”
is troublesome to the soldiers be-
cause “they are literally putting their
lives on the line based on the intel-
ligence of the president and his
people,” said the congressman.

While dissent among Americans
about going to war in Iraq might
have given hope to terrorists before
the war, Congressman Ferguson be-
lieves that this is currently not the
case.

“It would be a huge mistake to
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underestimate the resolve of the
American military and its people,”
he said.

When his wife, Maureen, asked
him why he was going to Iraq, the
congressman told her of his goals
and she said, “Okay, they’re impor-
tant and good reasons.”

“I’m glad to be home with my wife
and three young children,” he con-
cluded.

WF Police Detectives Seek
Information on Robbery

WESTFIELD – Westfield police
detectives are hoping the offer of
reward money will lead them to in-
formation about an armed holdup
that netted thousands of dollars from
a bread store on East Broad Street on
December 22.

Police responding to an emergency
9-1-1 call at the store shortly after 10
p.m. found four employees bound with
rope and duct tape. It was determined
that two men with small caliber revolv-
ers and a third accomplice entered a rear
door and surprised the store workers as
they were closing for the day.

The first male has been described
as a thin Hispanic in his 20s, about 5-
feet, 7-inches tall wearing a wool
knit skull cap and had very light blue
or gray eyes.

The suspect confronted one of the
workers in the back of the building
and shoved the silver weapon into

the ribs of one of the victims and
announced a holdup.

The second robber, who has been
described as a tall black male about
6-feet, 2-inches tall in his late teens,
was wearing a black ski jacket and a
black ski mask over his face with
baseball gloves.

The suspect came in behind the
first suspect and began binding the
victims. Then with the help of another
black male, about five feet eight inches
wearing similar baseball batting
gloves, the robbers took the day’s
proceeds from a money drawer.

“We know there are people with
information out there,” said Westfield
Police Chief Bernard Tracey. “Two
cell phones were taken by the rob-
bers along with a wallet from one of
the workers before they fled on foot,
so we are asking for any information
about this case.”

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow said that the
Union County Crimestoppers Pro-
gram, in its 20th year of operation,
pays cash rewards of up to $5,000 in
violent crime cases.

Persons with information should
contact Westfield Detective Baron
Chambliss at (908) 789-6077 or the
24-hour Crimestoppers tipline at
(908) 654-TIPS.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Township Budget

                              Photo Courtesy of Tech Sergeant Jim Collins
OUR AIRMEN…Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) traveled to Iraq last week, where he met with New Jersey airmen
near Baghdad International Airport on Friday. He gave the soldiers some greeting cards made by elementary school students
in Roselle Park.  Tech Sergeant Bill Christopher, left, who is originally from Long Beach Island, is now serving with the 172nd
Fighter Group, Kentucky Air National Guard in Baghdad.  Senior Master Sergeant Paul Kasica of Mount Holly, pictured,
in the back, is a member of the 108th Air Refueling Wing, New Jersey Air National Guard.  Pictured, in the front, is Staff
Sergeant. John Hupp and, to the right, is Senior Airman Jacob  Weidinger, both based at McGuire Air Force Base.

Brunner Pre-K Pupils
Savor  ShopRite Tour

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children
in the Pre-K classes at Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch
Plains recently took a fieldtrip to
the ShopRite in Clark.

In several departments of the
store, the pupils were given a
behind-the-scenes look at work-
ers and equipment, including
walking inside a cold refrigera-
tor truck and watching breads
baked in a giant oven.

The students sampled water-
melon, cantaloupe, oranges and
freshly-baked cookies during
the tour.

Before leaving the store, each
child tried out the cashier’s job
by scanning an item and listen-
ing for the “beep.” Each child
used the printed receipt as
“payment” to receive a goody
bag from the Shop Rite.

The trip was planned as the
initiating activity for a unit of
study on food and nutrition.

Two Are Injured in Accident
Involving Car, UPS Truck

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield
residents were injured last week
when a UPS truck collided with
their vehicle at the intersection of
Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road
in Westfield.

The accident occurred at 6:11
p.m. on January 13, as Joseph
Nunziato, 27, of Bound Brook, the
driver of the truck, was making a
left-hand turn from Gallows Hill
Road onto Broad Street.

The truck collided with a 1994
Ford Wagon driven by Joseph
Fernandez, 83, who was traveling

east on Broad Street toward Spring-
field Avenue, according to Lieu-
tenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department.
Madeline Fernandez, 82, was a
passenger in the Ford.

Mr. and Mrs. Fernandez were
transported to separate area hospi-
tals, said Lieutenant Parizeau. Au-
thorities had no further information
on their condition. Mrs. Fernandez
is a lunch aide at Washington El-
ementary School in Westfield.

Mr. Nunziato, who was not in-
jured in the accident, was issued a
ticket for failure to yield at a stop
sign, according to the lieutenant.

Fanwood P.B.A. Sets Benefit
Bus Trip to Atlantic City

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(P.B.A.) will sponsor a bus trip to
Atlantic City to benefit, Robert
Cleary, 5, who has been diagnosed
with Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD),
a life-threatening genetic disease.

The bus trip will be held on Sat-
urday, February 28, at 9 a.m.

Robert’s prognosis is not a posi-
tive one. All proceeds from the event
will be contributed to a custodial
account in Robert’s name for The
Cleary Family.

Tickets are $30 per ticket, which
includes a $15 coin redemption plus
food and drink on the bus. The bus
will depart from South Avenue Train
Station parking lot in Fanwood. The
bus leaves at 9 a.m. sharp for the
ShowBoat Casino. The bus will re-
turn at approximately 8:30 p.m.

For any additional information,
please call Fanwood Police Depart-
ment at (908)-322-5000 to speak with
Fanwood P.B.A. Delegate Brian
Bartiromo at extension no. 166 or
Ronny Grecko, Fanwood P.B.A.
President, at extension no. 162.

Checks should be made payable

to: Fanwood P.B.A., P.O. Box 344,
Fanwood, 07023. To secure seating
checks must be mailed by Friday,
February 20.

Network provides enhanced produc-
tion and programming services for
local access cable channels.

The council has had some discus-
sions in recent months about pos-
sible technology upgrades to TV-
34, and after the presentation this
week, Mayor Martin Marks pro-
nounced himself “intrigued” by the
ideas put forth. He suggested that
Telvue meet further with members
of the local Technology Advisory
Committee, the board of education
and TV-34 personnel before mak-
ing a formal proposal.

It was estimated that the costs of
a significant upgrade to the local
television service would cost
$12,000 for start-up costs and be-
tween $250 and $1,000 per month
for ongoing service, with funds to
pay for this service possibly avail-
able from Comcast.

The council will act next week to
continue Scotch Plains’ participa-
tion in the Union County Sheriff’s
S.L.A.P. (Sheriff’s Labor Assistance
Program) initiative, which makes
non-violent offenders available to
municipalities to perform certain
jobs, such as cutting grass along
roads, litter pick-up, light stream
clean-up, etc.

Mr. Atkins told the council on
Tuesday night that the program, in
which Scotch Plains participates
in a shared arrangement with
Westfield and Clark, will cost
$12,776, which pays for the county
law enforcement officers that ac-
company the individuals working
in the program.

It is also expected that an ordi-
nance will soon be introduced to
raise fees at Scotch Hills Country
Club by an average of about 10
percent. In a related matter, the
council will likely vote on a resolu-
tion next Tuesday to purchase re-
placement windows for the main
building at the country club.

Westfield BOE Examines Needs
For Special Ed, Capital Projects

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education met on Tuesday
evening to discuss the Special Edu-
cation and Capital Projects portions
of the preliminary 2004-2005 bud-
get.

Business Administrator/Board
Secretary Robert Berman and Assis-
tant Superintendent if Student Ser-
vices Dr. Theodore Kozlik offered
the Special Education presentation.

The proposed budget calls for
$14,956,416 in special education
costs, which represents an increase
of 9.54 percent over last year’s bud-
get.

The cost of in-district Special Edu-
cation programs would rise 11.57
percent to $5,100,345. This covers
the salaries of the school system’s
Special Education instructors, as well
as other costs. Currently, 16.6 per-
cent of all students in the school
district receive some form of assis-
tance from the Special Education
Department.

The preliminary budget calls for
$6,293,807 in out-of-district special
education costs. Students with spe-
cial needs are placed in out-of-dis-
trict programs when the school
district’s resources are inadequate to
accommodate the student’s needs.

The proposed amount reflects a
10.21 percent increase over the 2003-
2004 budget allotment and is a re-
flection of both rising tuition costs in
private schools outside the district
and growing enrollment across the
spectrum in the school district.

“Providing services to more stu-
dents causes a continual increase in
costs,” said Board President Arlene
Gardner.

The rising costs of tuition led the
board to discuss other options to be
investigated once the 2004-2005 bud-
get is finalized and voted upon.

The board briefly discussed the
possibility of holding classes at Lin-
coln School, which has been leased
to the Union County Educational
Services Committee for the past 20
years.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
suggested increasing the district’s
capacity for handling more students
with special needs.

“We need to start investigating
more programmatic options,” she
said, adding that she hopes the school
district’s recent anti-bullying initia-
tives could curb the number of stu-
dents classified due to special emo-
tional needs.

Next, the board analyzed the pro-
posed budget for capital projects.
Mr. Berman noted that the budget for
capital projects is the same as it was
in the 2003-2004 budget and there-
fore is not part of the proposed 7
percent overall increase.

The renovation of the track at
Westfield High School (WHS) took
top priority on the agenda for the
night.

Board member Richard Solomon
said, “At some point, we’re going to
need to redo it.”

In addition to the track itself, the
long jump, high jump, and pole vault
areas are also in need of extensive
repairs.

The district has already slated plans
to have minor repairs done to the
area before the track season begins,
but the proposed repairs will not
extend the life of the track by more
than a year. The needed renovation
cannot be completed under state laws
that do not allow more than a 3
percent increase in certain areas of
the district’s budget, and leftover
funds from bonds cannot be used to
fund the repairs.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
expressed her frustration with the
situation.

“If we can’t find the money,” she
said, “the track is done and the pro-
gram is killed.”

The board also discussed the need
to perform renovations at the Ad-
ministration Building at 302 Elm
Street. Repairs are needed on the
portico area as well as the front win-
dow wall.

Stressing the need for maintenance,
Mr. Berman said, “It’s in a condition
where there’s no question that it needs
to be done.”

The proposed repairs would cost
between $90,000 and $100,000.

Board member William Ziff sug-
gested the possibility of acquiring
some funding for the repairs through
historical site preservation groups.

Westfield resident Joanne Hone
addressed the board about the possi-
bility of selling the Elm Street prop-
erty and moving the administration’s
offices to Lincoln School.

Ms. Gardner addressed Ms.
Holm’s concerns, saying that past
boards had considered the idea of
selling the building on three sepa-
rate occasions and voted against it
each time.

Adding to Ms. Gardner’s com-
ments, Ms. Rhodes said, “We can’t
sell this building in this condition.”

The next public budget discus-
sions will take place at the board’s
meeting on Tuesday, February 3,
during which members will also ad-
dress curriculum and personnel mat-
ters.

Kempe of FW Named
To Fall Dean’s Roster

FANWOOD – Lycoming Col-
lege in Williamsport, Pa. placed
Fanwood resident Amy Kempe
on its fall 2003 Dean’s List. She
is an art history major.

Scott Garrity Named
To Quinnipiac List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scott
Garrity of Scotch Plains, a student
at Quinnipiac University in
Hamden, Conn., has been named
to the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester.


