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WHS Student Weighs Pros,
Cons of Bringing Back Draft

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Currently, students have no con-
cept of what a draft is actually like.
Nothing of the sort has occurred at
any point in our lifetimes. We have to
be content to soak up the lore of our
fathers and mothers. My father claims
he was ready to run to Canada or
Spain if called to duty, but, I don’t
think he actually would have done so.

Anyway, that is the image that is
most likely thought of if asked about
the draft. My generation has been
bombarded with media images of
the unpopular draft and longhaired
hippies burning draft cards in Wash-
ington, D.C. But, as I approach the
age of 18, it becomes more of an
issue to me whether or not a draft
will be reinstated.

From the talk of some senators, it
seems like the move is inevitable,
although I hope that a draft for active
fighting soldiers will not come into
being.

The U.S. is almost definitely go-
ing to be occupying various areas of
the world for years to come. The size
of the military is dwindling, and
approximately one quarter of all re-
serve units from the Army have been
called up. The biggest concern of
many military officials is whether or
not the U.S. will be able to maintain
both an active fighting force and a
capable peace keeping force.

Several suggestions have been
made as to a solution. One proposal
is to employ civilians to fill adminis-
trative positions, and other non-com-
bative roles in the armed forces. But
another camp feels that a draft is the
most effective way to fill the ranks of
the armed forces and make our mili-
tary a more accurate representation
of the people of the U.S.

In a recent spread in Time maga-
zine, Charles Moskos, a professor at
Northwestern University and a former
draftee, opined that “short-term
draftees…could perform…precisely
the kind of role most needed in peace-
keeping missions and guard duties.”

Some of the biggest opposition
voiced about the draft comes from
the idea that drafted soldiers serve a
shorter time and are killed at a higher
rate than volunteer soldiers. Yet,

Moskos raises an interesting point.
Perhaps drafted soldiers could serve
a different role than in the past. It is
true that the biggest need for sol-
diers is in peacekeeping zones, not
war zones.

Drafted soldiers probably would
prove to be ideal for peacekeeping
jobs, guard duties, or perhaps ad-
ministrative assignments that could
free up trained soldiers. The need for
peacekeepers is one of the driving
forces for the reinstatement of the
draft, but another issue is the social
makeup of the armed forces.

Senator Charles Rangel, an advo-
cate for a draft and a Democrat from
New York, has stated that a draft
“would democratize our armed forces
and return to the ‘citizen soldier’ ideal
that has served our nation so well.”

Our all-volunteer army is drasti-
cally skewed; 40 percent of all troops
are Southern, 60 percent are white (72
percent of Americans in the general
population are white), and a dispro-
portionate number of soldiers come
from states with low population.

A draft under the new Selective
Service laws would provide for an
army that is a better reflection of the
population of the U.S.

I am not suggesting that a draft
should be started for fighting sol-
diers, as I do not believe that anyone
should be made to give up their life
unwillingly. But perhaps a draft that
filled peacekeeping positions, and
others that do not require that draft-
ees be put into combat.

Consider nations like Israel, where
all citizens, even women, enter the
military at the age of 18. Although
they do not start college and their
later lives until the age of 20 or 21,
they serve their country. They fight
hard to have their own nation, and
they are willing to protect it.

I think that too many young Ameri-
cans take their freedoms for granted;
we also fight hard for this country.
The problem is that was over 200
years ago, and to many is considered
a distant memory.

Young people have not known what
it is like to feel that their nation is in
dire peril. Serving in the military would
make us aware of our freedoms, and
what is needed to protect them.

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 52
Hometown: Mrs. Dura has resided

in Westfield for 25 years.
Education: At Gwynedd-Mercy

College in Gwynedd Valley, Pa., she
received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Elementary Education. Next,
she earned a Master of Science de-
gree in Reading from Fordham Uni-
versity in New York City.

Previous Expe-
rience: In Short
Hills, Mrs. Dura
taught elementary
students, and in
New York City,
she taught both el-
ementary and
Catholic school
children. Once a
teacher at
Plainfield High
School, Mrs. Dura
has been teaching
in Westfield Pub-
lic Schools for
four years.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: There is a moment, Mrs. Dura
described, “when reading happens”
and a child actually says aloud, “I’m
reading this.” “It’s a wondered mo-
ment,” she enthused.

What I Love About the School
District: As a Wilson Elementary
School teacher and mother of chil-
dren who attended Washington El-
ementary School, she admitted her
love for both facilities, and the school
district as a whole.

“Parent involvement is just laud-
able here,” said Mrs. Dura, adding
that her students anticipate when
“company is coming” to the class-
room. This can take the form of
visiting parents, or an extra pair of
hands which can make activities run
smoothly. She is thrilled, not only
that the children are excited about
visitors, but that the visitors love to
come.

Mrs. Dura also told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, whenever she
needs a parent to help out, even if the
request comes at a moment’s notice,
the parent is there. Students are al-
ways willing to help out as well, she
related.

Favorite Topic to Teach: Mrs. Dura
loves to teach reading, but she also
enjoys supporting her students by
teaching “the lessons that don’t come
in books.” Those life lessons, and
how they play out in classrooms and
playgrounds, are all part of gauging
and nurturing the development of a
child.

The Future of Education in

America: Believing that education
is headed in a positive direction,
Mrs. Dura said she sees teachers,
new and old, bringing a dedication to
their craft unseen in past genera-
tions.

“Everybody is rowing in tandem
and in rhythm that says the children
come first,” said Mrs. Dura, “ and
that’s how I want to keep rowing.”

Each year, she added, students
come in more bright, more savvy,

and ready to
spread their wings
and learn new fac-
ets of life.

My Goal As An
E d u c a t o r :
“When a student
is dropped off by
his/her parent
with a smile, I
want to send them
back home with a
smile too,” she
stated, adding
that, at the end of
each school year,
she hopes to in-

still in her children the desire to be
lifelong learners.

Home Life: Without a hint of the
cliché, Mrs. Dura can honestly say,
“I love what I do.” She married her
best friend, John, with whom she
shares two daughters, Kate and Emily.

McKinley Elementary Pupils
Receive Book Club Donations

NEW BOOK ARRIVAL…The Woman’s Club of Westfield has selected
McKinley Elementary School as the recipient of monthly contributions of books
in cooperation with Governor James McGreevey’s Book Club. Pictured, left to
right, reading the first month’s book selections are: second grader John Peloso,
Woman’s Club member Carol Russ, third grader Andrew Aguiree, McKinley
Principal Claudia Andreski, first grader Julia Marchiano, and kindergarten
student Amanda Canavan.

WESTFIELD — Students at
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield will soon be recipients of
monthly donations of books made
possible by the Woman’s Club of
Westfield.

Inspired by Governor James
McGreevey’s Book Club to promote
reading in the primary grades, the
Woman’s Club of Westfield is mak-
ing available three books a month for
each grade level at the school —
from kindergarten through fifth
grade.

The books ordered for kindergar-
ten, first, second and third grades are
to be matched by an equal number of
books through the Governor’s pro-
gram.

McKinley Principal Claudia
Andreski explained that the books

will be used in small reading groups
and will be readily available to all
teachers for in-school use.

“The generosity of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield is very much ap-
preciated,” stated Mrs. Andreski.

“Westfield public schools encour-
age early literacy and McKinley is
pleased to have been selected to be
part of the Governor’s reading pro-
gram,” she added.

Daniel Banker Named
To Fall Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Syracuse
University’s School of Information
Studies has reported that Daniel
Banker of Scotch Plains was placed
on the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester.

Daniel is a freshman, majoring in
information management and tech-
nology.

Mayor Gives Proclamation
To Holy Trinity Students

SPECIAL PROCLAMATION…Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott con-
ferred a proclamation honoring Catholic Schools Week at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield, as well as the values and academic
excellence upheld by the school. Pictured above, the mayor poses with Holy
Trinity students.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Mayor
Gregory McDermott issued an offi-
cial proclamation noting that Catho-
lic Schools Week will be marked
from Sunday, January 25, to Satur-
day, January 31, at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield.

Jake Penders, Lindsey Penders and
Sean Mullman helped read the proc-
lamation aloud.

The decree included the fact that

Holy Trinity School is now in its 88th
year of service to the community by
noting, “The school and its students
are a source of value, pleasure and
pride in the Town of Westfield.”

The proclamation also stated that
the school “is committed not only to
the development of academic excel-
lence and principles of citizenship,
but to the teaching of religion and
life values.”

TV-36 to Feature Program
On Parent/Teen Relations

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) TV-36 will broadcast
the latest Parent-Teacher-Student
Organization meeting featuring WHS

Student Assistant Counselor Maureen
Mazzarese, leading discussions in
the topic, “Talking to Teens about
Tough Things.”

Attended by both parents and stu-
dents, Ms. Mazzarese gave advice
on how to communicate sensitive
issues between parents and their
teens.

The meeting was taped and will be
broadcast from Tuesday, January 27
through Sunday, February 1, on the
following days and times:

Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.;
Thursdays at 2 and 10 p.m.;
Saturdays at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.;
Sundays at 4 pm.
Three WHS juniors, Allison

Tiedrich, Michael Feniger, and
Perri Koll, who are among the sev-
eral “transition mentors” this year
who help freshmen become com-
fortable in their new school set-
ting, helped Ms. Mazzarese in
brainstorming and preparing for the
session.

Erratum
Trista Pollard was incorrectly

referred to as a Literacy Coach
and National Board Certified
Teacher (NBCT) in the January
15 edition of The Westfield
Leader. She is not a Literacy
Coach.

Holistic Practitioner
To Visit College Club

FANWOOD — The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
will hold its January meeting on
Monday, January 26, at Union
Catholic High School at 7:30
p.m.

The featured speaker at the
meeting will be Nicole Ingra, a
Holistic Practitioner and a mem-
ber of the Reflexology Associa-
tion of New Jersey.

Ms. Ingra will discuss herbal
care, as well as the use of herbs
to assist the body in its natural
healing process.

The meeting is open to the
public. For more information,
please call Nancy at (908) 889-
7624.

Richlin-Zack of Westfield
Graduates Columbia Univ.
WESTFIELD — Kate

Richlin-Zack, the daughter
of Frank Zack and Lisa
Richlin of Westfield, re-
ceived a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Chemical
Engineering from Colum-
bia University School of En-
gineering and Applied Sci-
ence in May of 2003.

In 2002, Kate earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Math-
ematics with a minor in English from
Barnard College, Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City.

While attending Columbia, she
worked as a research assistant at the
Columbia Genome Center under the
supervision of Dr. Jinguye Ju. Her
research included gene expression
analysis of diseases including breast
cancer and diabetes.

Kate also contributed to a neuro-
biological gene expression study
under the direction of 2002 Nobel
Prize Laureate Dr. Eric Kandel.

Throughout her years at Barnard

and Columbia, Kate worked
as an assistant to Professor
Edward Leonard, Director
of the Artificial Organs Re-
search Laboratory and one
of the founders of the Co-
lumbia University graduate
program in Genomic Engi-
neering.

Upon graduation, Kate
accepted a position with

Bristol-Myers Squibb as Assistant
Research Scientist in Engineering
Technology, Process Research and
Development.

She is a 1998 graduate of Westfield
High School.

Kate Richlin-Zack

Headmaster’s List Told
At Delbarton School
MORRISTOWN – Delbarton

School Headmaster Father Luke
Travers recently revealed the
names of Westfield and Scotch
Plains students placed on the
Headmaster’s List for the 2003
fall term.

To obtain Highest Honors, stu-
dents must earn grades between
90 and 100, while pupils on the
High Honors list must receive
grades between 87 and 89. To
obtain Honors distinction, stu-
dents must earn grades from 83
to 86.

Highest Honors:
Westfielders Thomas Sheridan

(grade 9), James Wade and Mat-
thew Delaney (grade 11), and
Brendan Gorman, Mark Gately
and Tyler Deieso (grade 12), as
well as Scotch Plains student and
11th grader Michael Leighton.

High Honors:
Westfielders Robert Delaney

(grade 9) and David Weinstein
(grade 10).

Honors:
Andrew Gately of Westfield

(grade 9).

Summer Activities Expo
Slated at Delbarton School

MORRISTOWN – The Delbarton
Mothers’ Guild will host the 10th
Annual Summer Activities Expo on
Saturday, February 7, from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the school gymnasium.
The snow date is Sunday, February
8, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Youngsters of all ages and their
parents are invited to explore the
summer options offered, including
day and overnight camps, sports
camps, travel and study at home and
abroad, languages, foreign exchange,
arts, music, college study, comput-
ers, special needs, sailing, biking,
wilderness and adventure programs
and community service.

Representatives, information and

brochures from over 100 camps and
programs will be available at the expo.

Admission is free and refreshments
will be served. The school is located
at 230 Mendham Road in
Morristown. Visitors should use the
West Gate to enter the expo.

For more information, please call
(973) 347-8805.

Johnson & Wales Tells
Area Dean’s List Pupils

AREA – Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity in Providence, R.I. has an-
nounced that Westfield and Berke-
ley Heights students have been named
to the Dean’s List for the fall term.

Holly Leonard and Kelly Schmidt,
both culinary arts majors and
Westfield residents, earned the dis-
tinction. Berkeley Heights residents
Kyle Pafford, who is also a culinary
arts major, and Charles DiStefano, a
hospitality management major, were
also placed on the Dean’s List.


