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Top Litigator to Be Speaker
At Calvary Lutheran Forum

Michael T. Sherry

Michael T. Sherry Honored
With Eagle Scout Award

A TASTY TOUR…The Cub Scouts of Den No. 2, Pack No. 172 of Westfield
recently visited the Great Harvest Bread Company on North Avenue in
Westfield, where they learned about the history of bread making, the various
types of bread and the methods of preparation, and enjoyed some samples as
well. Pictured, from left to right, are: Nicholas Serratelli, Gregory Schwartz,
Bryon Lessner, Christopher Kattak, Harry Brafman and owner Barry Gold.

CRANFORD — “Justice and Capi-
tal Punishment,” a series presented by
the Calvary Lutheran Church in
Cranford, will conclude this Sunday,
January 25, with a presentation by
Joseph Krakora, First Assistant Pub-
lic Defender and the Public Defender’s
Director of Capital Litigation.

This Adult Forum session will be
presented from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in
the lounge of Calvary’s Education
Building, located at 108 Eastman
Street. The public is invited and reg-
istration is not required.

Mr. Krakora will give a first-hand
account of the legal obstacles faced
by murder defendants in this
country’s legal system.  He is the
premier capital litigator for the Pub-
lic Defender’s Office and has tried

several capital cases in both North
and South Jersey.

This series is sponsored by Calvary
Lutheran’s Outreach Ministry. For fur-
ther information or directions to the
church, please call (908) 276-2418.

WESTFIELD – Michael T. Sherry,
a member of Boy Scout Troop No. 77
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield, recently earned the Eagle
Award – the highest rank offered by
the Boy Scouts of America.

Only 4 percent of all Boy Scouts
attain this honor. It requires the de-
velopment of several skills, the ap-
plication of continued industry and
initiative and exercise of character
and leadership. Bruce Mellen is his
Scout Master and Barbara Mellen
was his Eagle Scout Advisor.

As his Eagle project, Michael re-
stored and computerized records at
Rahway Cemetery. The project in-
volved hand copying the text of each
tombstone (over 1,000), taking digi-
tal photographs of each gravesite,
and then having a grid made of the
cemetery showing rows and columns.

He sought the help of a computer
programmer to write an expandable
program that stores and cross refer-
ences the data of the Revolutionary
War section. With this program, the
rest of the cemetery can be entered in
the same format, creating the possi-
bility for future Eagle projects or
community service projects for his-
torical societies.

While working towards his Eagle
Award, Michael served as both Se-
nior Patrol Leader and Junior Assis-
tant Scoutmaster. Now an Assistant
Scoutmaster, he is an Ordeal mem-
ber of the Order of the Arrow.

The son of Thomas and Dolores
Sherry of Westfield, Michael began
his scouting career in the second
grade as a Tiger Cub Scout. He was

presented with his Eagle Scout rank
on November 3 during a ceremony at
St. Paul’s Church.

He received accolades from scout-
ing leaders, officers of Troop No. 77,
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick and
John Wisniewski, family, friends and
fellow scouts.

Michael is a member of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, where he has been active
as an altar server and Catholic Youth
Organization peer minister. He has
also volunteered at Westfield’s his-
toric Miller-Cory House Museum.

Currently a senior at Westfield
High School, Michael is a section
leader in the school’s Marching Band.
He has also spent many years as a
member of the Westfield Fife and
Drum Corps, and has been involved
in numerous vocal groups and dra-
matic productions for school and
community theaters. He hopes to
study theater arts in college next
year.

Communal Self-Discipline Creates
Climate of Courtesy and Respect

By REV. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

I come from a church tradition of
congregational rule. It has its frustra-
tions, because reaching consensus
on an issue can be slow and divisive.
But it is comfortable, because it is
the theory behind America’s govern-
mental systems.

One of the interesting dynamics I
have observed is that of self-correc-
tion of the congregation. If one, or a
few, individuals get out of line in
communal behavior — are constantly
critical, for instance, or attack the
pastor’s job performance without
reasonable cause, or try to bypass
due procedure to enforce their own
agenda — other members of the con-
gregation intervene.

A little “peer confrontation” and
the erring member usually gets back
in the groove, without a full-blown
battle with the pastor or offended
church members.

It not only works, in that it mini-
mizes conflict, but it also is respon-
sible membership. The congregation
is a unit that must work together to be
effective. This dynamic is self-disci-
pline, on a communal level.

I have missed this kind of account-
ability in the recent discussions at

the Board of Adjustment hearings
around the question of Temple
Emanu-El constructing a parking lot
behind houses on Broad Street.

Many of the speakers, including
those most directly affected by the
proposal, were appropriate in their
approach: they stated their position
and gave reasons for it, without name-
calling or exaggerating.

But a number of speakers, not im-
mediately affected, but projecting in
their own minds some change in the
community they do not like, were
out of line. They made accusations
they could not support; they com-
pared the temple’s religious activi-
ties to glitzy commercial enterprises,
and they used descriptive terms that
could not help but offend the mem-
bers of the temple.

I commend the temple officers and
members on their restraint through-
out the procedure. And I commend
the homeowners adjacent to the prop-
erty under discussion for making their
case respectfully. I hope these two
groups will find means of coming
together again to continue address-
ing the issues raised.

But, I call on the rest of us — the
average citizens who listened in on
this debate — to exercise communal
self-discipline in the future. When
an individual becomes offensive and
disrespectful, the persons attacked
should not have to defend themselves;
the onlookers should do so first.

We need to discipline ourselves,
and in this town-wide context, that
means “peer confrontation” of our
neighbors. How I would love to see a
citizen’s disrespectful comments
called into question by the very next
citizen to speak, apologizing for one
another’s errors and identifying one
another’s excesses.

I believe this kind of communal
self-discipline will make Westfield a
more gracious and respected com-
munity.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is Senior Pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

 
 

 

Purim is just around  
the corner—wouldn’t  
you like to celebrate it  
as part of a congregation? 

    For 91 years, Temple Sholom has been practicing Reform 

Judaism in Union County.  This year we are delighted to be 

celebrating our first Purim in our new transitional space in 

Fanwood.   

    The best way to choose a congregation is to spend time 

with its members.  To help you make an informed decision, we 

welcome you to join us any Friday night for Shabbat services.  

Also, we’re inviting prospective members to join us for din-

ner, services, and a festive Oneg Shabbat on Friday, Feb. 6.  

We’ll start with appetizers at 6:15 p.m., dinner begins at 

6:30 p.m., and services will start at 8:00 p.m. 

    For reservations or more information, please call us at 

908-889-4900, or e-mail us at sholom@sholomnj.org. 

Temple Sholom 
LaGrLaGrande & ande & MarMartine Aves., ine Aves., Fanwood Fanwood 
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Novena to St. Claire
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be

praised, adored, glorified and loved
today and every day throughout the
world forever. Amen. L.A.

Garwood Knights Slate
Blood Drive for Feb. 7
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Saturday, February 7,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at their Council
Hall, located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood (across from Pathmark).

Parking is available behind the
building on Willow Avenue. For more
information, please call (908) 789-
9809 after 4 p.m.

Lady of Lourdes Plans
Wine and Cheese Party

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Saturday,
January 31, at 8 p.m., the Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish will sponsor a
Wine and Cheese Party featuring a
professional wine tasting.

The event will be held in the audi-
torium of the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, located at
300 Central Avenue in Mountainside.

Robert Jewell, with Schieffelin &
Somerset Wine Importers of New
York, will lead attendees in a profes-
sional tasting of very fine wines from
around the world.

In addition to the wine tasting, the
festivities will include music, cheese
sampling, appetizers and beverages.
Dress will be “business casual.”

Tickets are available at $25 per per-
son ($20 for senior citizens). All those
21 years of age and older are invited.

Tickets are available at the Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish Office and
will also be on sale after all masses
this weekend, January 24 and 25.
Additionally, individuals may ob-
tain tickets or further information by
calling (908) 232-1162.

First Baptist Women
Post Saturday Events
WESTFIELD – The Women’s

Book Club at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield will meet this Saturday,
January 24, at 10 a.m. to discuss
“Prodigal Summer” by Barbara
Kingsolver.

Sandra Brown will lead the discus-
sion, and light refreshments will be
served.

Interested individuals are also in-
vited to attend Women’s Walk Aero-
bics, a weekly exercise class. The
class will meet at 9 a.m., allowing
women to attend both groups this
Saturday.

Both events are open to all women.
The First Baptist Church is located at
170 Elm Street. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2278.

Music Programs on Tap
At Several Area Churches

SUMMIT – The Second Saturdays
Coffee House will feature an Open
Mic event on February 14 at the
Summit Unitarian Church, located
at 4 Waldron Avenue in Summit.

Admission is $4. The sign-in for
performers will take place at 7:30
p.m., with a start time of 8 p.m.

Additionally on February 14, the
Coffee with Conscience Concert Se-
ries of Springfield will present
“Songwriters in the Round” at the
Springfield Emanuel United Meth-
odist Church.

This evening of acoustic music

will be hosted by the pop duo Open
Book, featuring Ina May Wool and
Dan Bonis. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m., with the show starting at 8 p.m.
Admission is $12. The church is
located at 40 Church Mall in Spring-
field.

The following Saturday, February
21, the Coffee with Conscience Con-
cert Series of Westfield will present
DaVinci’s Notebook.

The event, starting at 8 p.m., will
take place at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield, located at
One East Broad Street at the corner
of North Avenue. Admission is $12.

The “Songwriters in the Round”
series is part of the Coffee with Con-
science Concert Series of Spring-
field, where audience members are
introduced to the varied musical
styles of several local singer/
songwriters.

Baptist Groups Discuss
‘Purpose Driven Life’
WESTFIELD – Small discussion

groups from the First Baptist Church
of Westfield are currently meeting
every other Wednesday at 7 p.m., for
seven weeks, to discuss “The Pur-
pose Driven Life” by Rick Warren.
These sessions take place at mem-
bers’ homes.

An alternative round of sessions
will be held on Sunday nights start-
ing February 22. Participants need
not be church members. For more
information or meeting locations,
please call (908) 233-2278.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


