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Education Commissioner OKs
Charter School Applications

Westfield Residents Raise
Monies For SFIC Fund

KEEN ON GREEN… These junior members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield are proud of their dish gardens. The young people meet monthly
to develop their knowledge of plants and participate in community service
activities.

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
To Honor Two Trustees

WESTFIELD – At its annual re-
organization meeting this month,
the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
will honor two longtime trustees,
Hunterdon County Freeholder Paul
Sauerland and Readington Town-
ship Committeeman Ronald Mo-
naco, for their dedicated service to
promoting public transit. The meet-
ing will also feature the election of
trustees and appointment of offic-
ers for 2004-2005.

The meeting’s main focus will
be on formulating the Coalition’s
2004 goals. Impacting those plans
will be the uncertainty related to
state and federal transportation
funding renewals and their effects
on maintaining, upgrading and ex-
panding the existing public transit
system.

The coalition will meet Monday,
January 26, at 8:15 a.m. in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Court
Chambers located at 425 E. Broad
Street. The public, municipal,
county and state officials and trans-
portation professionals are encour-

aged to participate in the formation
of the Coalition’s 2004 goals.

The Access to the Regions Core
Project will be discussed, along
with a letter from NJ Transit Ex-
ecutive Director George Warrington
assuring a one-seat ride into Penn
Station New York for Raritan Val-
ley Line passengers. Also on the
agenda is an update on the
Coalition’s representation at the
Blue Ribbon Commission press
conference and at the Access to the
Regions Core (ARC) public envi-
ronmental-impact meetings; reso-
lutions supporting continuation of
the ARC Project; and renewal of
the state Transportation Trust Fund.
There will also be a presentation of
certificates of appreciation to Free-
holder Sauerland and Township
Committeeman Monaco.

For directions, or more Coalition
information contact the Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition at (908) 231-
7000, ext. 7239, by fax at (908)
707-1749, or by e-mail at
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

TRENTON – Commissioner of
Education William Librera has an-
nounced his approval of applications
by three new charter schools: the
D.U.E. (Distinctions in Urban Edu-
cation) Season Charter School and
the Freedom Academy Charter
School, both serving students from
Camden; and the Right Path Charter
School, serving students from
Irvington, Essex County.

He also recently renewed for five
years the charters of the following
three charter schools: Galloway Com-
munity Charter School in Atlantic
County; the Queen City Academy
Charter School in Union County;
and the Newark Charter School in
Essex County.

New Jersey’s 48 operating charter
schools currently enroll nearly 14,000
students in grades pre-kindergarten
through 12.

Five new charter schools are sched-
uled to open in September 2004:
Great Falls Charter School, Pater-
son; Jersey Shore Charter School
(serving students from Eatontown,
Oceanport and West Long Branch);
the Ridge and Valley Charter School
(serving students from Blairstown,
Frelinghuysen, Hardwick, Knowlton,
and North Warren Regional); the
Freedom Academy Charter School,

Camden; and the Right Path Charter
School, Irvington.

Freedom Academy and Right Path
were approved in the current round
of charter school applications; Great
Falls, Jersey Shore and Ridge and
Valley charter schools had been pre-
viously approved and had opted to
take a planning year.

The D.U.E. Season Charter School
will take a planning year before open-
ing in September 2005.

“The Charter Schools initiative in
New Jersey represents an exciting
opportunity for parents, teachers and
other committed citizens to use their
collective creativity in designing new
and innovative ways of helping chil-
dren to reach high levels of academic
achievement,” said Commissioner
Librera.

“I commend these schools for sub-
mitting strong applications that dem-
onstrate their commitment to quality
in serving the needs of our young
people,” he added. “We wish the
successful applicants well as they
work to transform their proposals
into new schools.”

For more information about New
Jersey’s charter schools, contact the
Department of Education’s Public
Information Office at (609) 292-
1126.

WESTFIELD – The Scholarship
Fund for Inner-City Children
(SFIC) honored world renowned
Irish Tenor, Ronan Tynan, for his
courage and strength of spirit at the
organization’s 19th Annual Schol-
arship Dinner at Mayfair Farms in
West Orange.

Westfield residents and SFIC
Board members, Lorraine
Cunningham and William
Fitzpatrick helped organize the
event, which raised over $320,000
for needy students.

All proceeds will be used to pro-
vide scholarships to inner-city chil-
dren attending parochial and other

private elementary and secondary
schools in Elizabeth, Newark and
Jersey City.

To date, SFIC has provided more
than $17 million in scholarships to
inner-city children.

Ms. Cunningham, Vice President
of the Board, stated, “The Scholar-
ship Fund for Inner-City Children
gives underprivileged children an
opportunity to obtain a solid educa-
tion giving them the tools to live up
to their full potential within a safe
and success-oriented environment.”

For more information, please visit
www.rcan.org/icsf or call (973)
497-4579.

Dates Are Announced
For Divorce Seminar
GARWOOD – The law firm of

Dughi, Hewit and Palatucci, P.C.
is hosting a Free Divorce Seminar,
“Everything You Need to Know
About Divorce,” on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, from 7 to 9 p.m., Thursday,
January 29, from 7 to 9 p.m., and
Saturday, January 31, from 2 to 4
p.m. at The Westwood in Garwood.
Reservations are required. Please
call (908) 272-0200.

Paid Bulletin

Westfield ‘Y’ to Conduct
Various Health Programs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, has re-
vealed the dates and details for sev-
eral upcoming health programs to be
held at its facility.

On Monday, February 9, from 5:30
to 7 p.m., Dr. Joseph DiIorio will
conduct complimentary spinal
screenings, utilizing the latest tech-
nology to evaluate the health of each
person’s spine and detect any poten-
tial injury risks.

No appointments are required.
Each screening will take approxi-
mately five minutes.

On Tuesday, February 10, Over-
look Hospital personnel will per-
form cholesterol screenings at the Y

from 10 a.m. to noon. The cost is $12
per person and $8 for those over age
60. To schedule an appointment,
please call (800) 247-9580.

From now through the end of Feb-
ruary, the Y is offering a free consul-
tation with a registered dietician with
the purchase of any Personal Train-
ing package.

The cost of a consultation is usu-
ally $55. Five, 45-minute Personal
Training sessions cost $200 for a
first-time participant.

For more information on any of
these programs, please call the
Westfield Y at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 251.

Free Rabies Clinic
Slated For Jan. 31

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Regional Health Department will
hold a free rabies clinic from 2:30
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, January 31,
at the Westfield Veterinary Group
facility, located at 562 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

No appointments are necessary.
Animals will be assisted on a
first-come, first-served basis. The
health department serves
Westfield, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Roselle
Park and Springfield.
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