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State Assembly Committee
Chair Persons Told for 2004

Governor Reveals Progress
In Auto Insurance Reforms
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Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance.

Although this offer is for new account holders only, 
we have similar great options for our current customers. 

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Cardsm…free fi rst order of Deluxe 

wallet style checks…free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your banking 
accounts to us. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

Valley’s 
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TRENTON – Governor James
McGreevey has shared with New
Jersey consumers a six-month status
report that shows New Jersey auto-
mobile insurance reforms are mak-
ing significant progress in putting
consumers in the driver’s seat.

“For too long, it was easier for
drivers to get a fake driver’s license
at the DMV than it was to get auto
insurance. Last year, in my State of
the State Address, I said we would
have real auto insurance reform. To-
day, we are pleased to report that
New Jersey is well on its way to
having an auto insurance system that
works for drivers — one that fosters
competition, attacks fraud, and ben-
efits good drivers,” said Governor
McGreevey.

“Over the last 10 years, more than
40 auto carriers left New Jersey, fed
up with a system of over-regulation,
abandoning New Jersey drivers. To-
day, companies are interested in do-
ing business in New Jersey and some
are actively competing for New Jer-
sey drivers. This competitive envi-
ronment is good for consumers,” the
governor stated.

The report, prepared by the De-
partment of Banking and Insurance
(DBI), highlighted the positive im-
pact the governor’s reforms are hav-
ing on the New Jersey auto insurance
market.

Since the governor signed the re-
form act in June, a major new auto
insurance carrier is doing business in
the state; the critical availability prob-
lem has been eased; 37,000 unin-
sured drivers now have insurance,
infusing $54 million into the system,
and coverage choices are making
auto insurance more affordable for
all New Jersey drivers.

“We are beginning to see a market-
place that gives consumers choices,”
Commissioner Holly Bakke said. “An
important part of the governor’s re-
forms are the tools that he provided
to protect consumers in the auto in-
surance marketplace and to help them
take advantage of the choices pre-
sented by a competitive market.”

As of January 1, companies must
notify their policyholders when re-
questing significant rate increases.
DOBI is completing work on other
power tools for consumers, includ-
ing a Consumer Report Card, the
Consumer Bill of Rights, the Three
Scenarios Program, and a “user
friendly” buyer’s guide.

Under the leadership of Attorney
General Peter Harvey and the Insur-
ance Fraud Prosecutor, Greta Gooden
Brown, the Administration is also
making strides in the fight against
insurance fraud and punishing the

swindlers who steal from all honest
policyholders when they commit
fraud.

“We have dedicated significant
resources to investigating and pros-
ecuting insurance fraud to stabilize
insurance rates in New Jersey,” said
Attorney General Harvey.

“In early 2002, we reorganized the
Office of Insurance Fraud Prosecu-
tor to make it more efficient and
productive on three fronts: criminal
prosecution, civil sanctions and for-
feiture of the licenses of profession-
als who engage in insurance fraud.
Our efforts have produced the num-
ber one insurance fraud prosecution
office in the United States, with 86
percent of all civil insurance fraud
cases filed in the nation brought by
our office.”

Among the highlights from the
report:

The auto insurance availability
crisis is easing. A year ago, some
good drivers were unable to find
insurance at any price. A recent sur-
vey shows that all companies eli-
gible to write new business are bind-
ing coverage within a week, and
some within a shorter time period.

More than 500 new auto insurance
agents have been appointed by auto
carriers, since the reform legislation
was adopted, making auto insurance
more accessible.

A total of $86.6 million was re-
turned to drivers through voluntary
rate reductions by State Farm and
USAA, and special dividends from
NJM.

Mercury General Insurance Group,
a large California-based insurance
company, entered the New Jersey auto
insurance market and is currently cov-
ering more than 6,000 vehicles.

State Farm Indemnity abandoned
its plan to drop 4,000 New Jersey
drivers a month.

The AIG Companies, which were
scheduled to leave New Jersey last
month, postponed that action for at
least another two years.

The Governor’s “Last Chance”
program, initiated in 2002, has re-
sulted in 37,000 previously unin-
sured drivers now contributing more
than $54 million to New Jersey’s
insurance system.

The Dollar-a-Day program has
enrolled more than 260 drivers since
October.

Recognizing the inimical harm
fraud has on public safety, the reform
legislation made it a crime to file
false claims or provide false infor-
mation on an insurance application.

“Over the last 30 years, New Jer-
sey drivers suffered because of New
Jersey’s reputation as one of the most
unfavorable markets in the nation,”
Governor McGreevey said. “Now,
because of the changes we imple-
mented, New Jersey drivers are see-
ing the beginnings of a marketplace
where they can benefit from compa-
nies competing for their business.”

For an electronic or fax copy of the
report, please call (609) 777-2600.

Westfield Property Law Firm
Names Palisi as New Partner
WESTFIELD — Thomas Palisi has

become a member of the Westfield
intellectual property law firm of
Lerner, David, Littenberg, Krumholz
& Mentlik, LLP.  Mr. Palisi
was born in Point Pleas-
ant, currently resides in
Marlboro and is a 1987
graduate of Dartmouth
College, where he received
a Bachelor of Arts in Biol-
ogy with honors.

Mr. Palisi received a ju-
ris doctorate with honors
from Rutgers University
School of Law in 1995,
where he was an editor of
the Rutgers Law Review and a mem-
ber of the Order of the Coif.

He became a member of the New
Jersey Bar in 1995 and the New York
Bar in 1996.  He is also admitted to
practice before the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

Mr. Palisi has over seven years of
research and industrial experience in
molecular biology, having been em-
ployed with Scios Inc. and Merck & Co.

Mr. Palisi’s practice at Lerner, David

includes pharmaceutical and biotech-
nology patent litigation, prosecuting
biotechnology, pharmaceutical and
medical device patent applications,

preparing patentability, in-
fringement and patent va-
lidity studies, as well as
counseling in all areas of
intellectual property law.

He is co-author of “Di-
gestion As Infringement:
Prodrugs From Both Of-
fensive and Defensive Per-
spectives,” 10th Annual
Pharmaceutical/Chemical
Patent Practice Seminar
(1996) and “Patents and

Trademarks:  Proceeding With Cau-
tion to Maximize Benefits and Mini-
mize Exposure” (May, 2003).

Lerner, David Littenberg,
Krumholz & Mentlik, LLP has been
representing clients in intellectual
property law exclusively for more
than 30 years. The firm’s practice
includes patents, trademarks, copy-
rights, unfair competition, trade se-
crets, litigation, procurement, licens-
ing, right-to-use invalidity studies.

TRENTON — Last week, Assem-
bly Speaker Albio Sires (D-Hudson)
released the membership list for the
24 standing committees of the Gen-
eral Assembly for the 2004-2005 leg-
islative session.

The committees and the chairper-
sons are listed below.

Budget; Louis Greenwald (D):
Consumer Affairs; Nilsa Cruz-Perez
(D): Federal Relations; Reed
Gusciora (D): Financial Institutions
and Insurance; Neil Cohen (D):
Health and Human Services; Loretta
Weinberg (D): Telecommunications
and Utilities; Wilfredo Caraballo (D):
Appropriations; Chair Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D): Commerce and

Economic Development; Donald
Tucker (D): Housing and Local Gov-
ernment; Jerry Green (D): Law and
Public Safety; Peter Barnes (D):
Regulated Professions and Indepen-
dent Authorities; Anthony
Impreveduto (D): Tourism and Gam-
ing; Jeff Van Drew (D): Judiciary;
Linda Greenstein (D): Labor; Joseph
Egan (D): Military and Veterans’
Affairs; Jack Conners (D); Regula-
tory Oversight;  William Payne (D):
Senior Issues; Nellie Pou (D): Trans-
portation; John Wisniewski (D): Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources;
Robert Smith (D): Education; Craig
Stanley (D): Environment and Solid
Waste; John Mckeon (D): Family,
Women and Children’s Services;
Mary Previte (D): Homeland Secu-
rity and State Preparedness; Joan
Quigley (D): State Government;
Alfred Steele (D).

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R)
of Legislative District 21, which
serves the area including Westfield,
was placed on the Law and Public
Safety Committee and on the Con-
sumer Affairs Committee.

Assemblyman Eric Muñoz of
Summit (R), also from Legislative
District 21, was placed on the Health
and Human Services Committee.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D) from Fanwood of Legislative
District 22 was placed on the Tour-
ism and Gaming Committee as Vice
Chairwoman and on the Transporta-
tion Committee.

Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield (D), also from Legislative
District 22, was placed on the Hous-
ing and Local Government Commit-
tee as Chairman.

FW Library Director Weiss
Hosted Book Conference

FANWOOD – Dan Weiss, Chairman
of the One Book New Jersey Committee
and Director of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, hosted the “One Book New
Jersey” press conference at Princeton
Public Library on January 21.

This press conference was for
Pulitzer Prize winning author John

McPhee to talk about his new book,
“The New Jersey Pinelands.”

Carleton Montgomery, Executive
Director of the Pinelands Preserva-
tion Alliance, spoke about the New
Jersey Pinelands, and Author Carol
Plum spoke about her book, “The
Body of Christopher Creed.”

Mr. Witzgall to Discuss
Happenings on Mars
CRANFORD — On Friday, Feb-

ruary 6, at 8:30 p.m., a free lecture
will be presented to the public by
Amateur Astronomers Inc. at the
William Miller Sperry Observatory,
located on the Cranford campus of
Union County College.

Al Witzgall will give a lecture
about “What’s Happening on Mars?”
He is past president of Amateur As-
tronomers Inc. and is currently Chair-
man of the club’s Instrument Quali-
fication Committee.

Mr. Witzgall will talk about the
Mars Rovers, Spirit and Opportunity,
their quest for life on the red planet,
and some of the challenges associated
with this ambitious NASA project.

If weather permits, a celestial view-
ing using the club’s two large tele-
scopes will take place focusing on
Mars, which will be low in the west-
ern sky, and on Saturn, which will be
high in the southern sky.

The college is located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue. For directions and more
information on Amateur Astronomers
Inc., please visit www.asterism.org or
call (908) 276-STAR.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN...Ray Pardon, owner of Nuts ‘N Plenty in Scotch Plains,
hand-delivers a greeting and ‘Get Well’ present of treats to Leader/Times
Publisher Horace Corbin in the newspaper office on Tuesday. Asm. Jon
Bramnick sent the gift. Mr. Corbin, who is using a wheelchair from Tiffany’s
Drugs, is holding flowers sent by Dalita Zouchakjian of the Northside Trattoria
in Westfield. The publisher slipped on the ice last week and broke his leg. Mr.
Corbin said that until he becomes fast afoot again, he must suspend Cub Scout
and Girl Scout tours of the newspaper until about the end of February.

County Starts Rahway
Bridge Replacement

RAHWAY – This month, Union
County began work on the replace-
ment of the Jefferson Avenue Bridge
in the City of Rahway. The bridge
spans the Robinson Branch of the
Rahway River between Madison and
St. George’s avenues. The bridge
was built in 1924 with a steel girder
reinforced deck.

Work on the project is expected to
take six months, with the bridge
closed for the duration. Vehicles will
be detoured on Maple, Madison and
Central avenues.

“One of the most important re-
sponsibilities of County Government
is maintaining our roads and bridges,”
said Freeholder Rick Proctor.

The new bridge will be built using
pre-stressed concrete beams. It will
be 51 feet wide and 60 feet long with
concrete sidewalks on both sides. A
concrete parapet wall and wingwalls
will also be installed.

The project will cost $1.2 million
and H&G Contractors of Ridgewood
were the low bidders at $920,000.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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www.goleader.com


