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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD -- Portrait artist Ralph
Garafola refuses to be cubby-holed.

“Unfortunately, to become famous
you have to paint one thing over and
over again, then you become recog-
nized. I’ve never done anything twice,”
he told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “I

would find it monotonous. That’s why
I like portraits.”

For Garafola, a member of the
Westfield Art Association, his oil por-
traits are so much more than objects of
beauty to be hung on a wall and
admired by generations to come.
Rather, each comes with its own tale,
lesson, or story, and is part of a much
larger picture — a facet of his work
that he finds “incredible.”

Although Garafola, a Warren resi-
dent, will paint anything he finds in-
teresting, lately he finds himself doing
a “no-no” in the industry — painting
portraits of those who are no longer
alive. The problem as he explained, is
that you “can run into problems with
people and their own image of the
deceased.”

For example, former Law Professor
Charles McDowell, Sr. had been dead
for 10 years, when Garafola was com-
missioned by Washington and Lee
University in Lexington, Va. to create
his portrait. The problem was, there
were no photos from which he could
begin to formulate an image of this
man.

Garafola contacted the professor’s
heirs, and one of his sons came to meet
with the artist. Although he brought
some old photographs with him, they
were too worn, and lacked the clarity
and detail that were needed. Garafola
learned of a single novel written by
McDowell, and discovered that on the
back of the dust jacket there was a black
and white headshot of the professor.

Using the jacket’s photograph as a
starting point, coupled with some ver-
bal information provided by the family,
Garafola was able to capture the “twinkle
in his eye,” his “chubby hands,” and
some other features, rendering this a
portrait worthy of an unveiling at Wash-
ington & Lee University’s 250th anni-
versary celebration.

Garafola also created the only exist-
ing painting of Major
General Joseph War-
ren, which hangs in
Warren Township’s
courtroom. The art-
ist used a small exist-
ing etching to form
his image of this phy-
sician, who never ac-
tually lived in New
Jersey, despite the fact
that it was commis-
sioned locally, and
there is a town named
for him.

In researching this
project, Garafola
learned a great deal
about this time in
history. Growing up
with an image of the
Minute Men as su-
perheroes, he realized
that these soldiers
were useless after fir-
ing their first round,
and because it took
so long to reload, they
were forced to use
their rifles as clubs.

Major Warren,
who was determined

to get rid of the British, was shot in the
back of the head, and died at the age of
34. He had been an advocate for one
Continental Army, which was realized
posthumously. Garafola also learned
about the uniform colors, and decided
to paint the major in blue.

The portrait entitled “Monica” was
commissioned by the girl’s parents,
after they saw Garafola’s depiction of
“Atsuko Kubota.” They loved the look
of the red dress in the portrait of the
young Japanese girl, and decided that
their seven-year old would wear red for
her portrait as well.

Garafola took photographs of
Monica in order to match her com-
plexion, and through a series of con-
versations with her family, gained
enough insight into her character to
capture her realistically. The family
was thrilled with the portrait, and
even today, several years later, the art-
ist annually receives a card and a cur-
rent photo from the young girl.

Garafola’s stories are endless, and
collectively would make for a captivat-
ing book, profiling each of the sub-
jects and what it took for the artist to
envision the portraits.

However, portraiture is not his only
means of creating. He also paints land-
scapes, seascapes, and stilllifes, all with
just as much passion and enthusiasm
as he puts into his portraits. His sea-
scapes are inspired by his love for
boating, and this “semi-retired” artist
is often found on his 41-foot sailboat
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — To award-
winning Kenilworth artist, Arline
Melchior, inspiration is everywhere
she looks.

“Beauty surrounds me,” exclaimed
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Asso-
ciation member. Melchior, a retiree
from PNC Bank, has been painting
for over 25 years. Her many landscape,
seascape, still life and portrait paint-
ings attest to the beauty that the artist
does indeed, see all around her.

Melchior’s interest in art started
when she was a child.

“I always liked to draw,” she said. “I
never needed encouragement. It was
something that was always there.”

Born and raised in Newark, Melchior
has resided in Kenilworth for over 30
years. She is married to Frederick
Melchior and is the mother of two
daughters and the grandmother of five.

Her artistic endeavors have found
expression in watercolors, pastels, and
charcoal drawings, but it is an oil
painter that she first and foremost
considers herself.

Melchior has studied under several
renowned artists, including two dis-
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — My experience
with amateur choruses and church choirs
has led me to believe that the population
of available women singers generally
outnumbers the male vocalists — an
observation held true after last Saturday
night’s concert by the Choral Art Society
(CAS) of New Jersey at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, in which 39 of the
56 choristers were female.

Conducted by CAS Music Director
James Little, the singing was of consis-
tently high quality, but the perfor-
mance could have even better had
there been a more balanced distribu-
tion of voices.

The CAS began the concert with
four of Anton Bruckner’s motets set to
Latin liturgical texts. The 20-voice
Cranford High School Madrigal Choir,
directed by Gary Seighman, followed
with Les Chansons Des Roses, a collec-
tion of five short pieces by Morten
Lauridsen set to poems by Rainer Maria
Rilke in French.

The group also sang All My Trials by
Norman Luboff, and finished with My
Spirit Sang All Day by Gerald Finzi.

After an intermission, the CAS was
joined by their orchestra for Haydn’s
Paukenmesse, or “Mass in Time of

War.” For the Bruckner motets, sung a
capella, Maestro Little positioned the
singers into modified mixed quartets.

Although this type of array can make
giving conducting cues more difficult,
it can pay dividends in ensemble be-
tween the sections. Such was the case
in this instance, as the balance discrep-
ancies were minimal. Both the singing
and rendering of the text were remark-
ably secure and precise, and intona-
tion was flawlessly accurate.

Once or twice, the 22 sopranos and
17 altos overpowered the male sec-
tions when they sang near the top of
their range. Both sections were very
strong. Some of the tenor and bass
entrances sounded relatively weak, only
because their thin ranks could not
always match the women’s full and
homogeneous sound.

The young men and women of the
Cranford High School Madrigal Choir
performed their portion of the pro-
gram admirably.

The first four poems in the Lauridson
piece were sung a cappella, while the
final poem was accompanied by the
piano. Some of the renderings of the
poems were episodic and rapid, while
others had a more relaxed quality and
tempo. The faster sections were chal-

CorbCorbCorbCorbCorbyyyyy, R, R, R, R, Rossnerossnerossnerossnerossner
PPPPPerererererformanceformanceformanceformanceformance
Aids CharityAids CharityAids CharityAids CharityAids Charity

Chris RosserChris RosserChris RosserChris RosserChris Rosser

Stephanie CorbyStephanie CorbyStephanie CorbyStephanie CorbyStephanie Corby

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Coffee
with Conscience concert series
showcased the talents of two singer-
songwriters on January 17 at the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

The throaty R&B music of
Stephanie Corby, alternating with
the distinctive vocals and multiple
instrument accompaniment of
Chris Rosser, had the audience’s
emotions swinging between near
tears and outright laughter.

A Massachusetts native, Corby
began performing at the age of
eight. She attended the University
of Massachusetts where she con-
centrated on classical jazz and vocal
technique, and sang solo in college
performances. The early 1990s
found her the leader singer in “Biggs
Band,” a women’s R&B band.

Corby now tours as a singer-

songwriter. Her first CD released
in 1999, “Live at the Prodigal Son,”
received radio play in many states.

Her classical jazz background
and her experience singing R&B
have given Corby her distinctive
sound. While playing acoustic gui-
tar, she belted out emotion-laden
songs from her CD, as well as her
latest CD, “Fireworks in March.”

Corby’s voice was full of longing
as she performed songs of hopeful
love such as “Cornelius,” which
was written at 2 a.m. in a Green-
wich Village café, and “Choose Me.”

Individual and unique are two
adjectives that come to mind when
listening to the music of Chris
Rosser. Although he currently lives
in North Carolina, the singer-
songwriter attended North
Plainfield schools. He began writ-
ing songs while in high school,
and attended the University of
Miami School of Music, where he
studied jazz piano and
studio recording.

Rosser’s “The
Laundroma t
Song” (Imag-
ine That),
from his CD,
“A r c h e o l -
ogy,” capti-
vated the au-
dience with
its gentle bal-
lad-like melody
and soothing
words. “Pretty
Sure,” a playful song
about all of the
pranks his friends
played when they were young, had
the audience laughing out loud.

Both artists spoke occasionally
between songs, giving the audience
snippets of their personal lives. Both
also expressed gratitude for the abil-
ity to use their talents to help others.

“There are a lot of talented art-
ists out there that will never be
famous — that you will never hear
on the radio,” commented Corby,
who added that people should go
to live concerts instead of watch-
ing reality television.

The Coffee with Conscience
monthly concert series presents pro-
fessional singer-songwriters, with a
special emphasis on those who are
based in New Jersey. All net proceeds
from the concerts are given to charity.
The January 17 show benefited the
Eric Johnson House, a transitional
home for people with HIV/AIDS.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The

Young People’s Theater (YPT) will
offer its second of three perfor-
mances, TheatreSports on Saturday,
February 7, at 1 p.m. at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains.

In this program, two teams of ac-
tors challenge each other to come up
with the better improvisation while
being “refereed” by another member
of the troupe. Scenes, stories, and
poems are improvised on the spot,
based on ideas for the audience.

Audience members will partici-
pate in many of the improvised
scenes, telling the actors how to move
or finishing their sentences. The au-
dience will determine which team of
actors is the winner of the match.

Emphasis is placed throughout on
the importance of teamwork and co-
operation, creative use of language,
and how to build in a positive way on
another person’s ideas.

Tickets are still available at $6 per
person and may be purchased at Scotch
Hills Pharmacy and Nuts ‘n Plenty, both
in Scotch Plains, as well as Dairy Queen
in Plainfield. For large group sales, please
call Elisha Monzella at (908) 322-8087.
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tinguished New Jersey oil painters,
John R. Grabach, from whom she

learned figure drawing, and Henry
Gasser. In the course of her instruction,
Melchior’s relationship with the two
grew from student-teacher to friend.

“They never stopped giving of them-
selves,” she said of her instructors,
who are now both deceased. “Every-
thing they gave to me is gold.”

Currently, Melchior is a student at

the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) in Summit, where she is
studying oil painting under S. Allyn
Schaeffer.

Although Melchior likes painting
“just about everything,” it is portray-
ing people that she particularly enjoys.

Her oil depiction, “Violinist” won
“Best in Show” distinction at the 2002
Scotch Plains Fanwood Art Associa-
tion show and exhibition, and her still
life of a Delft vase and silver dollars
titled “Lunaria,” won her second place
in organization’s 2003 exhibit.

Melchior’s strong, colorful and play-
ful technique has also garnered her
awards at exhibits sponsored by the
Westfield Art Association and NJCVA.

Melchior enjoys painting outdoors
where she can get “the full feeling of the
subject and get in tune with nature.”

Her paintings play up the lights and
darks, and hold the attention of the
viewer with this interplay of color.

In the past, Melchior has painted
murals in private homes on commis-
sion. She has also exhibited her work at
many local banks, businesses and li-
braries.

“There isn’t anything about art that
I dislike,” continued Melchior, who
says she tries to paint everyday. “To
me, painting is exciting. The smell of
the oil paint makes me emotional.”
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Imprudent suits at the UPN television network, which mostly hypes low-
grade African-American sitcoms, have decided that dumping a bewildered
group of Amish teenagers in a crowded city like L.A., and watching them
betray their faith and values would be wholesome family entertainment. The
show, “Amish in the City,” which may hit living rooms this summer, has the
backing of CBS Chairman Leslie Moonves, but has earned the ire of Amish
living in Lancaster, Pa. and Ohio.

It would be fun to “have people who don’t have television walk down
Rodeo Drive and be freaked out by what they see,” believes Moonves. But,
Wendy Nagle, President of the Pennsylvania Dutch Convention &
Visitors Bureau (CVB) doesn’t see an ounce of humor in Moonves’ pitch.

“They are looking to be
exploitive,” Nagle told The
Westfield Leader and The Times
Tuesday morning. “We value the
Amish community, their lifestyle
and their family values and we find
the comments by the television ex-
ecutives that this ‘would not be deni-
grating to the Amish’ to be rather
offensive.” Nagle reported that the
CVB has been meeting with the Old
Order Amish community, as well as
other organizations, and believes that
television officials are underestimat-
ing the Plain people.

Wes Newswanger, Director of
the Mennonite Information Center in Lancaster, told The Leader/The
Times, “Of course the Amish will be denigrated. How would Southern
Baptists like a show dedicated to showing how some of their youth
squander their youthful energies? If the Amish had their ‘druthers,
they’d rather have no publicity at all. This “reality show”, which of
course it isn’t, will demonstrate to all the world that these supposed
paragons of virtue and religiosity are just as mortal as the rest of us,
something the Amish themselves will readily point out. If this was
really a reality show, the story would include the trip back home, life
with their families, and congregations, and all the love, tears and joy
life brings.

“I read our local paper’s edition of an article by AP Television Writer
David Bauder on this,” continued Newswanger. “He quotes Moonves as
saying the show will be about “culture shock, not religion”. The culture

LEAVE WELL ENOUGHLEAVE WELL ENOUGHLEAVE WELL ENOUGHLEAVE WELL ENOUGHLEAVE WELL ENOUGH
ALONE...The executives at the UPNALONE...The executives at the UPNALONE...The executives at the UPNALONE...The executives at the UPNALONE...The executives at the UPN
television network should leave the Amishtelevision network should leave the Amishtelevision network should leave the Amishtelevision network should leave the Amishtelevision network should leave the Amish
to flourish their own world instead ofto flourish their own world instead ofto flourish their own world instead ofto flourish their own world instead ofto flourish their own world instead of
infiltrating it with muddied morals.infiltrating it with muddied morals.infiltrating it with muddied morals.infiltrating it with muddied morals.infiltrating it with muddied morals.


