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GANO, FERRARA, OLSEN, ‘FRANC’ SPARK RAIDERS

Raiders Get Back on Track,
Club Cougar Matmen, 51-18

‘COC’ BAGS 22 POINTS, BRYANT PUTS IN 17 POINTS

No. 18 Minutemen Outlast
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 65-61

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very close games with top-20
ranked teams recently have been ex-
perienced by the Westfield High
School boys basketball team. The Blue
Devils were nipped by fifth-ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 65-61, on
December 23, burned by No. 14 Lin-

den, 45-43, in the final second on
January 6 and, more recently, on Janu-
ary 13 in Westfield, were outlasted,
65-61, by No. 18 Elizabeth.

As in those previous two losses,
the deciding factors were turnovers
and missed lay ups. The 9-2
Minutemen’s full-court press and
team quickness, however, did create

an uncomfortable mood, leading to
the turnovers.

“There was a combination with
some bad decisions with the basket-
ball, some turnovers, not being real
strong with the basketball,” com-
mented Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly. “When we came down
(court), we had a couple possessions
where we had some good looks. We
missed some shots and they came
down and made some baskets. We
had opportunities. They had the last
run and our run was kind of cut short
and time ran out on us.”

Blue Devil seniors Jan Cocozziello
and Terrance Bryant pumped in 22
and 17 points, respectively.
Cocozziello, who banged in two
three-pointers, netted 13 points in
the second quarter where the 5-4
Blue Devils outscored Elizabeth, 19-
17, to trail, 29-27, at the half and
scored seven in the final quarter.
Bryant sank 14 points in the second
half, including two three-pointers in
the final minute.

“Terrance can do a lot of things for
us. He’s making shots. He has a nice
touch for a big guy. He can go inside.
He’s starting to be a little more ag-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Alive and well after being upset by
West Milford, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
was all business in Scotch Plains on
January 14, convincingly clubbing
Cranford, 51-18. Beginning at the 112-
lb class, the Raiders rattled off seven-
straight victories before the Cougars
got on the board with a fall at 152 lbs.

The 7-1 Raiders’ first, bout victory
was recorded by Sal Gano when he
put Cougar Chris Cook to rest in 1:32
with a chin under hook and an arm
bar at 112 lbs. Next, Raider Ronnie
Ferrara, who lost his first bout of the
season via decision at West Milford
on January 10, tore into 119-lb Chris
Ridente with a vicious high crotch
takedown to a Turk ride to end the
match via fall in 56 seconds.

“I fired off with a high crotch and
went right to the Turk. I had it nice
and high and shot a really deep half,”
Ferrara, now 7-1, described.

Raider Rick Olsen scored a first-
period takedown and two second-
period tilts to top Cougar Steve
Chencharik, 6-4, in the 125-lb bout.
Derek Francavilla, ranked third in
the state at 125-lbs, bumped up a
weight class and settled 130-lb An-
thony Crecca in 2:56 with a back arm
bar and head smother after recording
two takedowns.

“I wanted to work neutral a bit
more, but he seemed to be defensive.
So, once I got on top, I wanted to
work my wrist series.

Steve Mineo, ranked third in the
state at 130 lbs, jumped up to 135 lbs
and grabbed a 13-4 majority deci-
sion over a physical Chris Taglia.
Mineo scored five takedowns and a

near fall but Taglia attempted a few
throws to no avail.

“Bumping up to 35, I expected my
opponent to be strong and he was. He
had good hips and I knew that was
coming, so I wanted to work my
arsenal of takedowns. I had a few
things I wanted to work on,” ex-
plained Mineo who added, “This was

a real pick-me-up for the team. We
were a bit down after West Milford
but we bounced back and came to-
gether as a team.”

At 140, Pat Mineo scored two
takedowns from the head-and-arm po-
sition, a duck under takedown and two
near falls to command a 12-0 majorityJOHNSON, KRAMER, DELDUCA, TOMASSO GET PINS

Unblemished Dodgers Stop
Blue Devil Matmen, 43-31
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Losing a tough overtime (OT) bout
at 112-lbs and having a couple of top
wrestlers out of the lineup provided
the 5-0 Madison High School wres-
tling team the margin it needed to
stop Westfield, 43-31, in Madison on
January 17.

The Dodgers won the afternoon’s
first bout via a fall at 171-lbs. At 189,
a physical Chris Johnson, leading 4-
0, on two takedowns rocked Carlos
Pineda to sleep in 5:22.

“I’m concentrating a lot more on
my conditioning, wrestling on my
feet and shooting a lot,” said Johnson.
“He was hanging his head, so I caught
him while I was working another
move. Using a half nelson, I cranked
him over and that was it.”

Heavyweight Nick Gismondi
scored a duck under takedown, re-
versal and takedown to defeat Joe
Mottola, 6-2.

“It’s been a rough start coming off
shoulder surgery, explained
Gismondi. “Recently, I have been
using a lot of duck unders and gone
through a lot of leg sweeps that I feel
has accounted for my three straight
wins, so I’m happy with my progress.”

At 112-lbs, Blue Devil Matt Kamel
dropped a, 6-4, OT heartbreaker to
Kyle Teevan. Knotted, 2-2, after a
scoreless second period, Teevan
nailed a single-leg takedown. Kamel
scored an escape and harvested a
point on a locking hands call to send
the bout into OT. Teevan pulled a
swift single leg takedown for the
win.

“I thought I gave it all I had, but at
the end I just gave up some sloppy
style points, but still, I was pleased
with my performance,” said Kamel.
“I wasn’t sure what to do in OT and
he ended up out-powering me. He
pinned me in Roselle Park, so I felt
this was a pretty big improvement.”

At 119, Sam Kramer clamped
Connor Redmund to the mat and shut
off his lights at 3:40.

“I was a little nervous early on,
because he appeared big and strong,”
said Kramer. “My style is all about
being patient, letting my opponent
make mistakes and then capitaliz-
ing. After my first shot, I got into the
flow and brought him to his back to
build up a 10-0 lead. I didn’t want to
see the third period, so I stuck him.”

Blue Devil Tom DelDuca at 145,
punished Anthony Esposito for a quick

6-0 lead, then flattened him in 2:42.
“I didn’t get to wrestle their nor-

mal 145-lb. guy, so I knew I was

going to get the W and six for the
team,” said DelDuca. “I took my
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Devil Girls Get 7th
In Group Track

The Westfield High School girls
indoor track team tied for seventh
place in the NJSIAA Group 3 in-
door tack relays at Jadwin Gym in
Princeton on January 18. The Blue
Devils totaled 12 points to tie
Camden Wilson. Willingboro took
the top spot with 44 points.

The Blue Devils crossed first in
the 4x800 meters with a season-
best time of 9:47.2. Annie Onishi
ran the leadoff leg and knocked six
seconds off her previous best, fin-
ishing in 2:23.4. Deenie Quinn
gave the Blue Devils a five-meter
lead, finishing her leg in 2:32.4.
Meg Driscoll finished in 2:27.6
and anchor Emily MacNeil fin-
ished in 2:23.4. Westfield also
placed fifth in the 4x400 meters
with a time of 4:15.23.

See photo on page 12.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT HIS ALL…Blue Devil 112-lb. Matt Kamel, top, wrestled a fine bout
against tough Kyle Teevan. Kamel dropped a close, 6-4, overtime decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING A COUGAR AWAY WITH A TURK RIDE…Raider Ronnie Ferrara, top, puts Cougar Chris Ridente away
in 56 seconds with a Turk ride and a deep half nelson in his 119-lb bout. Ferrara improved his record to 7-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE OFFENSE…Blue Devil Brian Power, No. 15, passes to Eric
Hayes, unseen, in an attempt to find an offensive opening.


