
timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

 TIMES
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407

press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 03-46 Published Every Thursday Since 1959
www.goleader.com

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, January 15, 2004

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BOE Begins
Budget Draft

SP Charlie Brown’s
Improvements Get

Zoning Bd Approval
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The Charlie Brown’s restaurant on
North Avenue in Scotch Plains will
undergo its first major refurbishing
in 30 years, with the primary im-
provements being various alterations
to make the facility more handi-
capped accessible.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
approved the plans at its meeting last
Thursday, after a brief presentation
by Jason Kasler, a professional plan-
ner who said a lift will be installed on
the building to allow handicapped
patrons to more easily enter the res-
taurant from a revamped parking lot
that will include handicapped van-
accessible parking spaces.

He said that aisles between tables
would be wide enough to allow
wheelchairs to pass through. In addi-
tion, rest rooms will be made more
easily accessible and, he added, there
will be a handicapped-accessible

salad bar that will lower itself to
allow easier access to those in wheel-
chairs.

There are also plans to improve
the overall exterior appearance of
the property, including the refur-
bished parking lot and new and bet-
ter lighting.

There were no objections from
any  homeowners living across North
Avenue from Charlie Brown’s, which
is situated in a residential zone, and
Mr. Kasler saw no detrimental im-
pact from the project.

In other business at the Zoning
Board’s first meeting of 2004, where
James Fawcett was named Chairman
for another year and Ken Anderson
was named Vice Chairman, the board
approved an application by Matthew
Sosnowski to enlarge and extend a
third-floor attic in order to create a
master bedroom. When board mem-
bers expressed some fire safety con-
cerns, Mr. Sosnowski said he would
expand his home’s existing alarm
and sprinkler system to the newly
constructed bedroom. It was also
noted that local fire officials had
expressed satisfaction with those
plans.

Edward and Joan Biedell were
given approval for a setback vari-
ance to construct a 19 foot-by-13
foot wooden deck at the rear of their
home at 9 Canterbury Lane.

And Bruce Vuono, owner of SJV
Plumbing, was granted a temporary
operating permit to conduct his busi-
ness from his home at 403 Forest
Road. Late last summer, Mr. Vuono
was denied a temporary operating
permit to operate his business from
that location, which includes a ga-
rage that faces Bartle Avenue and
houses two trucks used in his busi-
ness.

Neighbors in September had ex-
pressed some reservations about the
trucks, which Mr. Vuono said were
parked every morning and evening
to load and unload supplies and ma-
terials. However, there were more

Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. of Westfield Retires
After Serving Union County for Decades

By MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Times

Westfield resident and Assignment
Judge of Union County, the Honor-
able Edward Beglin, Jr., retired on
January 15. His life of public service
in the field of law is one of hard work,
dedication and accomplishment.

An Elizabeth native, Judge Beglin
began his legal career in Plainfield,
at the law firm of Crane, Beglin and

Vastola, working there for 15 years.
During this tenure, he served as

Attorney for the Plainfield Board of
Adjustment, as Prosecutor of the
Plainfield Municipal Court, as City
Solicitor and Acting Corporation
Counsel of Plainfield, as the Bor-
ough Attorney of Fanwood, and as
Attorney for the Bridgewater Town-
ship Board of Adjustment.

He was appointed to the Union
County District Court in 1976, be-
coming a Superior Court Judge in
December 1978. In 1983, Chief Jus-
tice Robert Wilentz appointed Judge
Beglin Assignment Judge of Union
County — where he has continued to
work for the past 20 years.

As the Assignment Judge for Union
County, Judge Beglin had an active
professional life. He served as chief
judge, presiding over a full case cal-
endar, as well as the chief manager of
the Union County courthouse, where
he supervised 500 people, not in-
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Joseph Doyle Reelected Chairman
Of Scotch Plains Planning Board

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

At its first meeting of the year
Monday evening, the Scotch Plains
Planning Board re-elected Joseph
Doyle as Chairman and Maria Sartor
as Vice Chairwoman.

Mr. Doyle is starting his eighth
year on the board and has served on
planning boards in Scotch Plains
and elsewhere for 30 years.

There are no new members of the
board, although Mayor Martin Marks,
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
Robert LaCosta and Michael
Michalisin were all sworn in for new
terms.

During its brief meeting on Mon-
day night, the board formally me-
morialized a resolution approving
a major subdivision application on
King Street that was approved last
month. Scotch Meadows LLC had
received the board’s approval, with
a 5-2 vote, to create five lots on the

north end of King Street, just south
of Hillside Cemetery, and construct
five new, single-family homes —
one of which will replace an existing
house.

King Street presently ends in a
small, irregular cul-de-sac at its north-
ern end, although township tax maps
show the street extending to the
cemetery’s border. A new, more sub-
stantial cul-de-sac will be created on
the southwest side of King Street to
serve the new lots.

Before the development can actu-
ally go forward, the township coun-
cil will need to act to formally vacate
a small section of township-owned
land.

Mayor Marks and Mrs. Coronato
both made comments last month that

indicated it was far from certain that
the council will ultimately approve
the land vacation.

There were no new applications
before the board.

In other business, members were
named to various committees, and
the board discussed improving the
way that reports and other informa-
tion related to pending applications
is submitted to board members, at-
torneys and others.

During last year’s hearings on the
King Street application, there were
complaints from board members that
certain reports and studies had been
submitted at too late a date for them
to be adequately evaluated.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Monday, January 26.

HELPING OTHERS…Fourth graders at Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains completed the school’s first KidsCare Project during the last week
of December. Evergreen families donated new toys, clothing and personal items
to the drive. These students packed the items into over 75 gift bags, which were
distributed to local charities for families and children in need. Pictured, left to
right, are: students Carlie Roessle, Jessica McGovern and Emily Nardone.

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The 2004-2005 school budget
was the topic of conversation at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting on
Thursday night.

Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi introduced the
first board priority item, which
was an initial discussion about
the budget for 2004-2005. The
increased rates for medical ben-
efits and coverage for employ-
ees, more funds for special edu-
cation, as well as salaries for 12
new employees will increase the
budget. He said that these three
areas of funding are especially
needed and will increase the pro-
jected $2.7 million estimation
for the budget.

Other areas such as utilities
and salary increases will impact
the budget, but the board assured
the public it would find other
areas to cut costs.

“It is not going to be an easy
year to strike a budget,” Mr. Del
Sordi said, adding that enroll-
ment was up in the district, which
demanded more funds.

The board recognized that the
expected increase in the budget
would inevitably increase taxes.
Although still in the initial stages
of drafting the budget, Mr. Del
Sordi said Scotch Plains could
expect a $325 increase in taxes
and Fanwood $240.

Hand in hand with the budget
discussion was a presentation by
the Community Relations Com-
mittee that analyzed voting pat-
terns in recent school elections.
Thoroughly analyzing accumu-
lated data, the presentation pro-
vided information such as the

Photograph Courtesy of Natalie Gregorio
HIS LAST ASSIGNMENT…Judge
Edward Beglin, Jr., Assignment Judge
of Union County, poses in his cham-
bers this week as he readies for retire-
ment today, January 15, after a distin-
guished career on the bench that
started in 1976.

cluding the judges themselves.
Judge Beglin was also responsible

for the functioning and administra-
tion of the 21 municipal courts in the
county.

On the state level, he chaired the
Judiciary Budget and Planning Com-
mittee for 10 years, where he was
able to achieve equality in job duties,
classification and salary for judicial
staff positions throughout the state
of New Jersey.

He also served as Chairman of the
Judiciary/Surrogates Liaison Com-
mittee for over 20 years. However,
Judge Beglin has spent the great
majority of his time as a judge, which
he calls his “first love.”

As a judge, Judge Beglin has “tried
to do as much as possible.” He has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

  Elizabeth Correll for The Times
SPECIAL PLEDGE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr administred an oath of
service to police officer Phillip Ugone during the Borough Council meeting this
Monday. Mr. Ugone’s mother held The Bible, as his father looked on.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ballfield Project Delayed
Until Grounds Thaw Out

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The end of winter — a far-off
notion in the midst of sub-freezing
January temperatures — looks to be
the final obstacle to be cleared be-
fore work can begin on the ballfield
renovation at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains.

At its meeting on Tuesday evening,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
approved a resolution authorizing
the signing of an agreement covering
the final details of the project’s fi-
nancing.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood will
advance some of the funding for the
field redevelopment to the joint board
of education, which will reimburse
both towns at a later date.

The $825,000 project, which is
being funded partly by $300,000 in
matching grant funds from Union
County, will involve the expansion
of available ballfields behind Park
Middle School as well as some stabi-
lization of a stream that runs along
the property’s northern border.

Councilman Frank Rossi said that
the construction, which is expected
to last seven to eight months, “will
begin as soon as the ground thaws,”
adding that it’s expected that the
fields will be unusable for the entire
calendar year.

In other business at the council’s
first regular meeting of the year,
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said the Public Works Department
began its branch, limb and Christ-
mas tree pickup this week, with about
one-third of the task completed by
the end of Tuesday. Bad weather in
December, including two snow-
storms, extended the fall leaf pickup
program, which delayed the start of
the pickup of larger items.

Mayor Martin Marks said he had
held a “very positive meeting” with
Colleen Mahr, the new Mayor of
Fanwood, during which he briefed
her on the various shared services
initiatives that have been imple-
mented and “all the successes we’ve
realized.” He said Mayor Mahr had
assured him that she is in favor of
pursuing further ideas in this area.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
announced that Mayor Marks has
been appointed to the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities’ Leg-
islative Committee, where he will
serve on the subcommittee on taxa-
tion and finance. On behalf of the

council, she congratulated the mayor,
calling him “one of the key state
leaders in championing the cause for
property tax reform.”

Mr. Atkins also announced that
Township Construction Official Rob-
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      Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
FACELIFT...For the first time in 30 years, Charlie Brown’s Restaurant on North Avenue in Scotch Plains will receive
several renovations, which will make the facility more handicapped accessible. The Scotch Plains Zoning Board approved
the plans last Thursday.

Fanwood Council Recalls King;
Seeks to Improve Road Safety
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

With the nation preparing to cel-
ebrate the 75th anniversary of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birth next
week, the mayor and council of
Fanwood passed a resolution Tues-
day honoring the slain civil rights
leader.

Leading her first regular council
meeting since taking office New
Year’s Day, Mayor Colleen Mahr
read the resolution, which “urges the
residents of Fanwood to recognize
the efforts” of the Nobel Peace Prize
winner, and to “incorporate the be-
liefs and dreams of this great man
that diversity needs to be embraced.”

The resolution concluded with a
quote from Dr. King, in which he
stated that, “Darkness cannot drive
out darkness, only light can do that.

Hate cannot drive out hate, only love
can do that.”

In other business, the mayor and
council welcomed new officer Phillip
Ugone to the Fanwood Police De-
partment. Currently a Park Ranger at
the Round Valley Recreational Fa-
cility in Lebanon, Officer Ugone
graduated from the Cape May County
Police Academy. He has volunteered
for several years with the Essex
County Police Department.

A resident of Hackettstown, the
officer grew up in Cranford and gradu-
ated from Cranford High School.
Accompanied by his parents, he took
his Oath of Office, with his father
proudly pinning on his son’s new
badge.

In her report on tax collection,
Councilwoman Donna Dolce con-
firmed that the current fiscal cycle is

closed. Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern stated that this
was the highest collection year to
date, with a total of 99.56 percent.

The governing body passed a reso-
lution that will, from now on, cancel
property tax refunds in the amount of
$10 or less. The reason given for the
decision was that the cost in admin-
istrative time to process such small
refunds exceeded the amount re-
funded.

In her Public Safety report, Coun-
cil President Katherine Mitchell re-
vealed that the Public Safety Infor-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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“thoroughly enjoyed” the cases he
has worked on as Assignment Judge,
which have involved disputes over
elections, hirings, firings, challenges
to ordinances, billboards, towing
contracts, and sewer jobs, big and
small, among others.

Judge Beglin presided over the
first murder prosecution involving
the battered women’s syndrome de-
fense and had to determine whether
the defense was valid, whether the
witness was qualified to testify un-
der relevant rules of evidence, and
how to charge the jury. He admitted
the testimony, qualified the witness,
and charged the jury.

Years later, the Supreme Court
addressed the same issues and ruled
the same as Judge Beglin. He was
also the first judge to declare the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Judge Beglin, Jr. Retires
After Yrs. of Public Service CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ballfields
ert LaCosta has been named to the
League’s Legislative Committee,
where he will work primarily with
the subcommittee on land use, envi-
ronment and community develop-
ment.

An ordinance was introduced to
prohibit parking on the south side of
Evergreen Avenue between Cedar
and Pine Streets between 8 and 9
a.m. A public hearing on the ordi-
nance, which is aimed at making the
morning drop-off of students at Ev-
ergreen Elementary School safer, will
be held on Tuesday, January 27.

Dominick Luciano and Edward
Budzinski were sworn in as the new-
est members of the police depart-
ment and the council congratulated
Andrew Machrone on having
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America.

Thirty students from Terrill Middle
School’s “Broadway Chorus,” under
the direction of Mary Lou Farrell,
performed a Christmas song for the
council. The group has appeared in
Christmas shows at The Theater at
Madison Square Garden in New York
for the past several years.

Westfield Board of Ed. Reports
Seven Percent Budget Increase

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary Robert
Berman shed more light on the school
district’s 2004-2005 budget during
the Westfield Board of Education’s
meeting on Tuesday evening.

The total projected budget will
rise an estimated 7 percent, not 6
percent as was originally stated.

Since Governor James McGreevey
will present his State Budget Ad-
dress on Tuesday, February 24, the
school board typically finds out its
allotment of state aid “within 24 to
48 hours of the budget message,”
according to Berman.

The board is operating under the
assumption that the district will not
receive an increase in state aid this
year.

The budget calls for $390,000 in
proposed new staff, including three
general education teachers, two re-
source center teachers, and one guid-
ance counselor, all at Westfield High
School (WHS). Presently, there are
no plans to add staff at the interme-
diate or elementary levels.

The budget also calls for $175,000
in new computer leases. New leases
will include 140 laptop computers
for WHS teachers and 78 Adminis-
trative Network Desktop Comput-
ers. Replacement and additional com-
puters will be added to the WHS,
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
School libraries. Further budget funds
will go to training the district’s staff
in the use of the computers.

The board will also consider vari-
ous capital projects totaling approxi-
mately $634,000. Temporary class-
rooms need to be added to both Wil-
son and Tamaques Elementary
Schools as the Westfield school dis-

trict continues to see its enrollment
rise.

A partial ceiling replacement is
needed at Edison Intermediate, where
repairs on the roof are still ongoing.
The ceiling replacement, as well as
the two temporary classrooms,
qualify for 40 percent state funding
because they are actual school build-
ings.

In addition to those projects, the
Finance Committee also suggested
that a new running track be installed
at WHS and repairs be conducted at
the Board of Education’s Adminis-
tration Building on Elm Street. Nei-
ther of these two projects applies for
state funding and will cost $250,000
and $90,000, respectively.

The committee will begin meeting
on a weekly basis in order to keep up
with the heavy demands of formulat-
ing the budget.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley asked that “the prod-
uct of each meeting be the focal
point for the board’s discussion” the
next time the full group meets.

In an effort to make the budget
proceedings more accessible to the
public, the board laid out a schedule of
which budget topics will be discussed
at their upcoming meetings. Special
education and capital projects will be
discussed at the January 20 meeting,
followed by curriculum and personnel
on February 3, athletics and co-cur-
ricular activities on February 17, and
technology on February 24.

The board must have a tentative
budget in place by March 2.

Board Vice President Anne Riegel
voiced the Parent-Teacher
Organization’s concerns about eq-
uity in athletics and co-curricular
activities at the high school level. A
number of parents have recently be-
come upset about the small number
of slots available for students in WHS
stage productions.

Superintendent Foley noted that
these are “largely complaints from

parents whose children didn’t get
into the show.”

Joseph Nierle, a WHS drama
teacher, attended the meeting to ad-
dress the community’s concerns, say-
ing that there are more students in-
volved in the production than the 30
to 40 actually on stage.

Mr. Nierle said that approximately
75 to 80 total students are involved in
the production, and that “it has be-
come sort of an honor to be on the
stage crew.”

Board member Richard Solomon
noted, “This may be one of the first
symptoms of the enrollment prob-
lem.” He stressed the need for the
schools to provide “more opportuni-
ties for our students in fine arts and
athletics.”

The board recognized Trista Pol-
lard, a fourth grade teacher at Tamaques
Elementary School, for achieving her
National Board Teacher Certification
at its meeting on Tuesday.

Tamaques Elementary School
Principal Michael Cullen said, “She
really strives to make personal con-
nections with her students. Trista
always finds innovative ways to tap
into their learning styles.”

Marissa Triscello, one of Pollard’s
Tamaques colleagues said Pollard is
“determined and demands excellence
from herself. Her dedication to her
profession sets the standard for the
rest of the staff.”

After accepting a plaque from
Board President Arlene Gardner, Ms.
Pollard told board members that the
most important lesson she learned
from her experience is that “no mat-
ter what you teach, you have to keep
going over the subject matter.”

She also asked that school boards
across New Jersey become more in-
volved in the process of National
Board Teacher Certification, citing
states like North and South Carolina,
each of which has thousands of teach-
ers who have achieved that level of
certification.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council
mation Booth, located at Quick Chek,
has been a great success.

“Sergeant Jedic has to replace the
information every day,” she said,
due to the number of people who
frequent the store to pick up pam-
phlets.

The police department has ap-
proached merchants, requesting their
cooperation in displaying signs, pro-
vided by police, designed to increase
seat belt awareness among residents.

In another attempt at realizing this
goal, police performed two spot
checks recently, during which motor
vehicles were stopped for inspec-
tions. The event revealed numerous
violations, including expired regis-
tration stickers and failure to make
repairs.

The Policeman’s Benevolent As-
sociation has decided to donate a
podium to the new senior facility at
Forest Road Park.

Six new decorative street lamps
will be ordered for the Fanwood
Memorial Library, and are due to
arrive in approximately six weeks,
reported Councilman Michael
Brennan. The lamps are of the same
design as those located in the down-
town area.

Councilman Brennan stated that
a feasibility study is currently be-
ing conducted regarding the possi-
bility of adding an elevator at the
site.

The library will extend its appre-
ciation to all its volunteers at a party
next month, concluding a yearlong
celebration of the facility’s 100th
anniversary.

Speaking to the viewing audience
watching on TV-35, Mayor Mahr
announced that a new procedure will
now be implemented at council meet-
ings, whereby all committee reports
will be read by the councilperson
who heads the group.

It was noted at the conclusion of
the meeting that this new system
seemed to work well in expediting
the matters at hand.

WF Council Discusses Parking
Issues and Traffic Circle Issues

By FRANK D. ALVAREZ
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- During Tuesday
night’s conference session, the first of
the year for the new governing body,
the Westfield Town Council discussed
a wide range of issues facing the town
this year.

Eight councilpersons were in atten-
dance, with Councilman Lawrence
Goldman out of town on business.

The council considered several reso-
lutions from the four committees: Fi-
nance Policy; Public Safety, Transpor-
tation and Parking; Code Review &
Town Property and Public Works.

Westfield construction official Steve
Freeman offered a presentation about
home demolition and redevelopment
permit procedures.

Three citizens spoke about the rights
and procedures for the public to pro-
vide comments to the council and to
receive public responses.

At the end of the meeting, the coun-
cil went into private session to discuss
personnel matters regarding the hiring
of a consultant to assist with managing
this year’s construction and redevelop-
ment initiatives.

Some of the topics of discussion
included the impact of the upcoming
reconstruction of the traffic circle by
the state of New Jersey at South Av-
enue and Broad Street, demolitions
and shoe-horning of new homes, po-
tential liability of the town with afford-
able housing regulations in formula-
tion, event schedules requested by the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) and the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), as well as the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC).

The governing body also examined
the proposed suspension of metered
parking fees during next year’s Christ-
mas shopping season, traffic and pub-
lic safety and a looming tenant parking
problem created as a result of revised
permit authorization procedures.

Mayor Gregory McDermott noted
that the traffic circle at South Avenue
and Broad Street would be undergoing
reconstruction this year by the state
Department of Transportation.

Town Administrator James Gildea
stated that bids for the contract are in
process by the state. As part of the
project, the town must execute a juris-
dictional agreement, of which the coun-
cil will be presented for approval.

The mayor asked how long the re-
construction of the circle might take,
when it would start and if traffic would
be blocked during that period.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh noted
that the work might take 6 to 8 months
but the other questions couldn’t be
answered until the contractor is se-
lected, and a meeting is held with the
state.

Mr. Gildea noted that he would con-
tact the state to obtain an update.

The council was presented a review
of the town code and procedures used
by the construction department regard-
ing administrative approvals for demo-
lition of homes, and for the subsequent
construction of new homes on the site.

Mr. Freedman explained that there
was a detailed, step-by-step procedure
that involves many issues such as utili-
ties, sewer, fire safety, pest control,
ownership details, taxes, asbestos, tree
removal and underground fuel tanks.

He noted that the town codes are
unclear on partial demolitions, in that
if a small part of the structure, such as
10 percent, is left standing, then the
demolition permit requirements may
not apply. He suggested that this be
reviewed and specified more clearly.

Councilman Sal Caruana recom-
mended that council members and the
public visit potential demolition sites
to get a feel for the projects and “to
connect the dots.”

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst raised the question to the coun-
cil for discussion regarding potential
financial liabilities regarding Coalition
for Affordable Housing rules taking
effect this year for new construction.
Essentially, the town could be required
to pay a fee of $3,500 for each new
home, which would be earmarked for
the affordable housing program.

Mr. Foerst suggested that the town
might wish to consider having develop-
ers provide a bond to cover the potential
liability. Based on 30 or so projects, the
amount could exceed $100,000.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
that he would look into how the state
might be proceeding on this issue.

The Westfield Chamber of Com-
merce presented their request for the
approval of events slated for 2004. Two
street fairs were requested and the coun-
cil discussed the request favorably.

Councilman Caruana and Mayor
McDermott wanted to be sure that the
financial benefits flow to the town and
that the events do not become fran-

chised with the benefits flowing to
event managers. The council also
wanted to make sure that the fee struc-
ture for Westfield downtown businesses
at these events was fair and promoting
the interest of the town as first priority.

WACC President Richard Fromkin,
WACC Executive Director Allison
O’Hara, and WACC board member Neil
Sullivan assured the council on these
matters.

Mr. Gildea commented that all orga-
nizations planning events on South
Avenue by the train station should be
aware of the potential for cancellation
given the redevelopment plans and
potential schedule.

The WNC requested June 12 as the
date for their street fair – with a rain
date of June 19. The council favorably
granted the request.

The DWC requested a schedule of
events similar to last year. They intend
to extend the Jazz Night program into
August, which the council considered
favorably.

The DWC also requested permis-
sion to stage a cycling event on the
south side of town. There was consid-
erable discussion by the council re-
garding the details and logistics of this
proposed event. Ultimately, the coun-
cil said that more detail and study was
required and that it should be brought
up at a later date.

On the issue of the proposed suspen-
sion of parking meter fees during the
Christmas shopping period in downtown,
it was suggested by the council that a
financial impact review be prepared be-
fore further consideration is given.

The Traffic and Public Safety Com-
mittee reported that a left turn signal is
recommended for the light at Central
and South Avenues, heading in the
northerly direction.

The council instructed Town Engi-
neer Marsh to issue a letter to the county
to accomplish this modification.

Parking Captain John Morgan noted
to the council that downtown apart-
ment tenants now have a parking prob-
lem as a result of the new permit issu-
ing ordinances. Landlords have been
calling him on their tenants’ behalf.
The new parking permit issuance regu-
lations do not permit renewal of past
permits to about 50 or so downtown
apartment tenants.

It was suggested that Lot 1, on Pros-
pect Street behind Panera Bread, with
114 spaces be looked at for special
parking permits from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. to
deal with this problem. In the mean-
time, there is currently no alternative for
these downtown apartment dwellers.

Westfield residents Cynthia Foulke,
Allen Soloman, and John Devitt ad-
dressed the council regarding the public’s
rights to comment and receive replies
from officials during public meetings –
noting concerns from past meetings.

Mayor McDermott stated that these
procedures were going to be revised to
reduce the emotion involved, where
comments would be written down and
followed up shortly thereafter.

Mr. Cockren elaborated on the new
procedures anticipated and said, “That’s
how I believe the mayor intends to run
the meeting.”

death penalty constitutional in the
state of New Jersey.

A firm believer in an independent
judiciary, Judge Beglin hopes he has
“achieved the public impression in
the county and state that the judi-
ciary is independent and separate
from politics.”

The judge stated that he has re-
viewed the results of political pro-
cesses and decisions that govern-
ment officials make, but in New
Jersey, such an effort can be done,
shielded by politics, unlike in
places like The Bronx, where
judges are elected and political
organizations are deeply involved
in the process.

In New Jersey, judges are appointed
by the governor and require senato-
rial advice and consent; however, by
tradition, the Superior Court bench
is kept evenly divided between both
political parties. In this way, “no
party can take advantage to domi-
nate the appointment process” and
“politics is minimized as much as
possible.”

Judge Beglin would like to see the
New Jersey system extended else-
where.

Upon his retirement, he hopes to
teach at the college level and spend
time with his family.

“I have a wonderful bench in this
county, the best in the state. I’m
very proud of them. They are good,
hard-working, competent, fair-
minded judges, and that has made
my job much easier. I also have a
good, capable staff to support those
judges and a great family who has
been willing to put up with me,” he
concluded.
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Improvements
concerns raised about the possibility
that the business would expand, re-
sulting in additional trucks being
parked not in the garage, but on the
street, which is a residential neigh-
borhood adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Library.

The new application for a one-
year permit, according to Thomas
Hart, the attorney for Mr. Vuono,
addresses many of the earlier con-
cerns. Mr. Vuono will no longer
ask his employees to come to the
Forest Road site and drive the trucks
to the day’s work sites. Instead,
Mr. Vuono himself will drive the
trucks and allow workers to take
the trucks to their own homes at
night. He also said he will not
expand his business beyond having
one on-site employee working in a
small office at Forest Road. He
will have no signs advertising his
business and will not receive cus-
tomers at the site.

Two neighbors commented at last
week’s hearing, with one opposing
the approval of the temporary oper-
ating permit because she felt it im-
proper to allow a business to operate
in a residential zone. Another neigh-
bor backed Mr. Vuono, saying he had
been an exemplary neighbor whose
business had not been problematic.

Two of the five board members
voted against the application, with
Ruby Simmons saying she still had
some concerns about Mr. Vuono’s
business and Brian Doyle express-
ing his feeling that a temporary per-
mit represents an increase in the use
of the property.

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’
Scheduled at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Scotch Plains Public Library has
announced that the Youth Stages
ensemble from Princeton will
present “Jack and the Beanstalk”
on Saturday, January 24, at 10 a.m.
in the library’s Community Room.

An interactive program for chil-
dren in kindergarten through
grade 6, it will feature the use of
masks in an original take on the
classic fairy tale, aimed at en-
couraging children to explore
language and drama. Pre-regis-
tration is suggested for the free
program, but not mandatory.

In the event of inclement
weather, please call the library at
(908) 322-5007 after 9 a.m. on
January 24 to confirm the pro-
gram will take place. The library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE
pass/fail margin totals of elections,
percent of public school voters per
polling place, and data concerning
which voting locations pass or fail
the budget. The analysis spanned the
past six years and concluded that the
margin between the number of people
voting “yes” for the budget and those
voting “no” was becoming smaller
each year.

Board members will speak at ev-
ery school’s Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation meetings over the next few
months in order to educate the pub-
lic about the budget and prepare
voters for the election in April.

“Your vote counts,” said Vice Presi-
dent Linda Nelson.

The board especially wants to
reach members of the community
who do not have children in the
school system but whose votes are
equally important. Townspeople may
not think they have much to gain by
passing a new budget if they do not
have children in the schools, but board
members pointed out that there is a
correlation between the quality of the
school system and the value of prop-
erty in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
which may be an incentive to support
the school district.

While the board is encouraging the
community to take an active role in the
school district, board member Edward
Saridaki pointed out that the board
“will not manipulate to get the ‘yes’
vote,” and will treat every voter and
district equally. He said that the vote in
school elections “is the only vote a
taxpayer has that directly affects our
taxes.”

Board President Lance Porter
briefly mentioned that at the next
session the board will discuss the
possibility of changing the school
mascot.

According to Mr. Porter, activist
groups such as the NAACP, the
American Jewish Organization and
the New Jersey Board of Education
frowned upon the use of symbols,
such as the Raiders’ Native Ameri-
can head, that could be viewed as
demeaning to Native Americans.

The board wants to look at the
history of the symbol and its use in
the school district, and will discuss
possible alternative symbols to rep-
resent the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders.

The next school board meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, January 22,
and will include a presentation by
Culmen, the school yearbook orga-
nization.


