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St. Paul’s Day School in WF
To Host Open House on Jan 20

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day
School, located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield, will sponsor an
Open House for new families for the
nursery school on Tuesday, January
20, at 9:30 a.m., while the school’s
Kindergarten program will be dis-
cussed on Thursday, January 22, at
9:30 a.m.

On both days, parents will have
the opportunity to view the facility,
learn about different programs and
meet the director and staff.

The curriculum at St. Paul’s Day
School includes academic and cre-
ative activities. The Kindergarten is
a full-day program. Classrooms are
well equipped and there is a low
student-teacher ratio.

The reading program uses a phon-
ics-based method to teach letter
sounds and letter combination
sounds. The school’s mathematics
program uses a manipulative, hands-
on approach to learning and the “Sci-
entific Method” is implemented to
teach science.

Other class offerings include mu-
sic and movement, as well as Spanish
and computers. Recreation activities
are provided, weather permitting, at
the school’s outdoor playground. An
indoor facility is also available for
recreation. Arts and crafts are also
included in the daily activities.

Registration for new families for
Kindergarten will be held on Friday,
January 30, while registration for the
Nursery School is scheduled on
Monday through Wednesday, March
1 to 3. Registration forms will be
available during the open house
events.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-5417.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Tells Gray Foundation Grants

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield recently reported

that Gray Family
Foundation President
Marie Gray has
awarded three schol-
arships, totaling
$6,500, through the
generosity of the
foundation.

Rui Lu, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs.
Shuming Lu, has re-

ceived a $2,500 grant. A graduate of
Westfield High School (WHS), Rui is
a sophomore attending Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore, Md.

She is majoring in economics, with
a minor in mathematics. Rui is also a
member of the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars.

Meghan Hein, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Alpert Hein, was granted a
$2,000 scholarship from the founda-

tion. A WHS
graduate, Meghan
is a sophomore at
Mary Washington
College in
Fredericksburg,
Va.

She is major-
ing in liberal arts,
with an interest

in religious studies.
Bree Sherry, the

daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas
Sherry, received a
$2,000 scholarship.
A sophomore at
Elon University in
North Carolina,
Bree is also a gradu-

ate of WHS.
A theater and English major, she is

also a Dean’s List student.

Bree Sherry

Meghan Hein

Rui Lu

Two Open Houses Scheduled
By Wardlaw-Hartridge School

EDISON – The parents of pre-
school children through first grade
are invited to attend an Open House at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School on
Thursday, January 15, at 7 p.m., which
will introduce the new PreK3 pro-
gram and explain the early learning
philosophy espoused by the teachers.

A second Open House, which is
scheduled for Saturday, January 24,
at 9 a.m., is for PreK3 and all grades
through 12. Tours of the college-
preparatory facility will be avail-
able.

The PreK3 program, known as
“Smart Start,” will only house a total
of 16 students.

Whitney Hagan, Associate Direc-
tor of Admission for the PreK through
grade 12 school, announced that there
will be full-day, half-day and full
week and partial week schedules
available.

“Because this is not a babysitting
service, but a full curriculum that
will include key experiences for ac-

tive learners, we expect the spots to
fill up quickly,” she stated.

Regina Bassoul-Restivo, Head of
the Lower School in Edison, said
that she was delighted with the deci-
sion of the independent school’s
board to move in the direction of
including the younger children.

“Three year olds are developmen-
tally ready for group activity that is
learning-based,” she explained. “We
will be incorporating the whole cur-
riculum with all of the segments we
call ‘specials’ which include art,
music, science/technology, gym, li-
brary and Spanish.”

Admission screening for program
readiness is underway. Interested
parties should call (908) 754-1882,
extension no. 156 to speak with As-
sociate Director Hagan as soon as
possible.

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School is
located at 1295 Inman Avenue in
Edison. Directions to the school are
available at www.whschool.org.

SPFHS Alumni Assoc.
To Meet on Jan. 20
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association will
welcome SPFHS Music Director
Vincent Turturiello as guest
speaker to its next meeting on
Tuesday, January 20, at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 101.

Holy Trinity School Reports
Catholic Schools Week Plans
WESTFIELD — Holy Trinity

Interparochial School will celebrate
Catholic Schools Week with activi-
ties at the Westfield campus for grades
1 through 8. Programs are also slated
at the Mountainside campus for kin-
dergarten and the three- and four-
year old groups.

Banners representing “A Faith
Filled Future” will be hung during
the Masses to celebrate the start of
Catholic Schools Week beginning
on Sunday, January 25. These Masses
will be held at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield at 9:15
a.m.; Our Lady of Lourdes Church in

Mountainside at 9:30 a.m. and at
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
at 12 p.m.

An open house will follow the
noon Mass at Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, which is located at 336
First Street. Principal Dorothy Szot
will welcome current and future par-
ents and begin the registration pro-
cess for the 2004-2005 academic year.
Parents will be able to tour the facil-
ity in Westfield, while meeting teach-
ers from both campuses.

Pre-school and kindergarten chil-
dren may attend an open house at the
Mountainside Campus, located at 300
Central Avenue, on Friday, January
23, beginning at 9:15 a.m. The direc-
tor of that facility, Leslie Lewis, will
be available to answer questions and
help with the tours.

Classroom visitation in Westfield
will be held on Tuesday, January 27,
from 9 to 11 a.m. and at the
Mountainside campus on Wednes-
day, January 28, from 9:15 to 11:15
a.m. and 12 to 1 p.m., and on Thurs-
day, January 29, from 10 to 11 a.m.
Parents are welcome to visit each
child’s class during teacher instruc-
tion for a 10-minute period.

Other highlights of the week in-
clude Teacher Appreciation Mon-
day. Students will give flowers and
notes to the teachers, while sharing
an early morning breakfast with all
of the teachers. The students will
also be treated to an ice cream social
during the week.

Sixth grade teacher Patricia Green
has organized a student retreat day
for Thursday. “Dress Down Friday”,
which will include an afternoon of
roller-skating at United Skates,
Woodbridge, will highlight the week
for the youngsters. The parents and
Home School Association will pro-
vide a special lunch on Friday for the
teachers and staff.

For more information regarding
the Mountainside campus, please call
(908) 233-1899. For more informa-
tion on the Westfield campus, please
call (908) 233-0484.

Penn State University
Places Pearl Shaykevich
On Fall Dean’s Roster
WESTFIELD — Pearl Shaykevich

of Westfield has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 semes-
ter at the Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity in University Park, Pa.

A senior in the College of Educa-
tion, Pearl is majoring in secondary
education with an option in social
studies and has a minor in history.
She will be student teaching at
Klinger Middle School in
Southampton, Pa for the 2004 spring
semester.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Shaykevich, she is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School.

 

Debbie Close
Basic  Skills Teacher,

Evergreen Elementary School, Scotch Plains

Debbie Close

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 39
Hometown: Born in Harrisburg,

Pa., Mrs. Close was raised just out-
side of Bethlehem,
Pa. She has lived in
Scotch Plains since
1990.

Education: At
Kutztown Univer-
sity in Kutztown,
Pa., she earned a
Bachelor of Science
degree in Elemen-
tary Education.

Previous Experi-
ence: Mrs. Close has
been employed by
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public
Schools for three
years, where she is a
Basic Skills teacher instructing
mathematics for grades 2, 3 and 4,
and reading/language arts for stu-
dents in grades 3 and 4. Previously,
she worked in Cranford public
schools for six years, teaching kin-
dergarten and sixth grade. Before
that, Summit Public Schools em-
ployed her as a teacher’s aide. After
bearing her second child, Anna, Mrs.
Close worked at Wesley Hall Nurs-
ery School, which is located at First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: As a Basic Skills teacher,
Mrs. Close provides students strug-
gling with mathematics and language
arts with the “extra nudge” or assis-
tance needed for keeping up in the
classroom. Often, the children need
scholastic and personal reinforce-
ment to grasp the subject matter,
which is where Mrs. Close comes in.

During her first year in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Mrs. Close helped
a girl who was having difficulty
with reading, but especially with
math concepts. At the end of the
year, when the student was assigned
an essay, requiring her to write about
her hero, she chose Mrs. Close as
her personal champion because the
teacher armed her with the knowl-
edge, and newly-found interest in
math – a topic she once found so
daunting and unconquerable.

What I Love About the School
District: As a parent of two children
attending schools in the district,
Mrs. Close expressed that she has
always had a positive experience
with the teachers. Calling them
“committed, professional, very car-
ing individuals,” she noted that the

educators “do all they can to pro-
vide a wonderful education for the
children.”

All of the schools, she noted,
possess a “strong amount of paren-

tal support, as well
as opportunities for
e n r i c h m e n t . ”
“There’s always
something going on
for the kids.”

For example, stu-
dents at School One
Elementary attend
enrichment classes
on different topics
of interest after
school, which are
managed and orga-
nized by parents.

Favorite Topic to
Teach: Oddly
enough, Mrs. Close

was very uncomfortable with the
subject of mathematics as a child.
She admitted that she lacked the
confidence needed to tackle the of-
ten-troublesome topic. This, she
noted, puts her in the unique posi-
tion of understanding and relating
to children in the same situation.
She loves to take something ab-
stract like mathematics and turn it
into something concrete by using
different materials and
manipulatives so that the subject is
not quite so nerve-wracking.

The Future of Education in
America: Mrs. Close is thrilled with
the measures implemented by basic
skills programs and curricula, and
hopes these measures continue. As
for the state of education, she be-
lieves it is heading in a positive
direction.

“Expectations are always getting
greater for children, and not in a bad
way,” she told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Students are challenged to
think more and apply their knowl-
edge, she noted. In speaking with
other teachers, they notice that, year
to year, the benefits continue.

My Goal As An Educator: In the
future, Mrs. Close hopes to obtain a
masters degree and, possibly add 30
credits to her résumé. As an educa-
tor, she hopes to keep trying new
approaches with children to improve
their learning experience.

“I would like to keep learning and
moving forward,” she said of her
personal goals.

Home Life: Mrs. Close and her
husband, Stephen, have three chil-
dren: Jackie, 10, Anna, 7, and 14-
month-old Will.

WF Education Association
To Award Two Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Education Association (WEA) will
award two $1,000 scholarships to
high school graduates. WEA Presi-
dent Michael Seiler will present the
grants during Awards Night at
Westfield High School (WHS).

The WEA Scholarship Committee
and the Executive Council will se-
lect a member of the WHS Class of
2004 for this year’s $1,000 award.

The Barry Judd Memorial Schol-
arship will be granted to a WEA
member’s child, who plans to con-
tinue his/her education at an accred-
ited institution of higher learning.

Both scholarship applications are
available at the WHS Guidance Of-
fice and at WEA members’ respec-
tive schools throughout the district.

The application deadline for both

scholarships is Friday, February 20.
Applications will be evaluated on a
variety of criteria, including grades,
SAT scores, involvement in school-
based activities, and community ser-
vices.

Applicants will also have the op-
portunity to express their personal
opinions regarding educational
policy and practices in modern soci-
ety. Six finalists will be invited to a
personal interview before the final
selection.

Funds for these scholarships are
raised by donations of the WEA mem-
bers. Diana Collins is Chairperson of
both the WEA and Barry Judd Me-
morial scholarships. Members in-
clude Dr. James Moriarty, Carol
Stivitski, Janice Sheridan and Mat-
thew Block.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT DIVISION

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.,
in the NJDOT MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035
Parkway Avenue, until 10:00 A.M. on 2/5/2004 and opened and read for:

DRAINAGE RESTORATION CONTRACT 2004
REGION NORTH

COUNTIES OF BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON, MORRIS, PASSAIC, WARREN, UNION
100 % STATE

DP # 03445

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act:, N.J.S. 34:11-56.48 et seq.
(P.L. 2003, c.91), bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. Drawings, specifications, and bid
documents may be inspected or obtained for a fee of $15.00, for full size drawings, at the
NJDOT Engineering and Operations Bldg. 1st floor, Box 600 Trenton, New Jersey 08625
during business hours. Names and address of prospective bidders for this project may be
acquired by telephoning (609) 530-8585 during business hours. Their fax number is (609)
530-4503.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/04, 1/22/04 and 1/29/04, The Leader Fee: $140.76

PUBLIC  NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
January 8, 2004, the following Resolution of
the Board was adopted:

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment of the Township of Scotch Plains will
require the services of an attorney during
2004; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (NJSA 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires that
the Resolution authorizing the award of a
contract for professional services without
competitive bids be publicly advertised.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, that VINCENT K.
LOUGHLIN, an attorney of the State of New
Jersey with the law firm of Johnstone, Skok,
Loughlin & Lane, P.C., located at 324 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07091,
be appointed as Attorney to the Zoning
Board of Adjustment for the period of Janu-
ary 8, 2004 through January 5, 2005.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
contract is awarded without competitive bid-
ding as a “professional service” under the
provisions of the Local Public Contracts
Law aforesaid because said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Chairman and Secretary of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment are authorized to execute
said contract for professional services.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 1/15/04, The Times Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
2004 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public Meet-
ings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, regular
meetings of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains , Union
County, New Jersey, will be held in Council
Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey, at 7:30 p.m. on the following Thursdays
in 2004:

JANUARY 8, 2004
[Reorganizational at 7:00 p.m.]

FEBRUARY 5, 2004
MARCH 4, 2004
APRIL 1, 2004
MAY 6, 2004
JUNE 3, 2004
JULY 8, 2004

SEPTEMBER 9, 2004
OCTOBER 7, 2004

NOVEMBER 4, 2004
DECEMBER 2, 2004
JANUARY 6, 2005

[Reorganizational at 7:00 p.m.]

All interested parties may be present and
be heard.  In accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, any person that
might require special needs should be in
touch with the Board Office during normal
business hours so that their needs may be
addressed (visually or hearing-impaired,
wheelchair-bound, etc.)

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 1/15/04, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township of
Scotch Plains held on January 12, 2004, the
Board adopted the preliminary and final
major subdivision application for Ernest
Fantini, t/a Scotch Meadows, LLC, King
Street, Block 16401, Lots 2, 3, 4, 5 and
Block 16402, Lot 1.01 for the re-configura-
tion of five lots into five lots with conditions.

The files pertaining to these applications
are in the Office of the Planning Board and
available for inspection during business
hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/15/04, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on January 6, 2004 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
Public Works Committee

January 6, 2004
WHEREAS, NJSA 58:11-64 et. seq. re-

quires that public sewer collection systems
are required to have licensed sewer opera-
tors; and

WHEREAS, an operator with a C-3 li-
cense is required for the Town of Westfield’s
public sewer collection system, and

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott McDonald sub-
mitted a proposal dated January 5, 2004 to
provide such services, and

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott McDonald has
proposed to provide the aforementioned
services for a fee of $8,700.00, and

WHEREAS, the Town Administrator has
reviewed the aforesaid proposal and recom-
mends that a professional services contract
for aforesaid services as outlined in the
proposal dated January 5, 2004, be awarded
to Hatch Mott McDonald for the above stated
fee of $8,700.00,

WHEREAS, a Certificate of the Chief
Financial Officer, certifying the availability
of adequate funds for this Contract, pre-
pared in accordance with NJAC 5:30 1.10
has been furnished to the Town Clerk, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield
that the aforementioned contract for profes-
sional services required for the Sanitary
Sewer Collection System be awarded to
Hatch Mott McDonald, 27 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, New Jersey, in the amount of
$8,700.00, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
fees for this work be charged to Account No.
Account No. 100-205, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
copy of this resolution shall be published in
the Westfield Leader as a Public Notice of
action taken in accordance with NJSA 40:11-
5.
1 T - 1/15/04, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 04-01-05

CONTRACTOR: Dennis Estis, Esq.;
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin, Davis
and Himmel; P.O. Box 5600; Woodbridge,
New Jersey 07095

NATURE OF SERVICE: Legal Repre-
sentation

DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2004 or until his successor is appointed

AMOUNT: $120.00/hour; Not to exceed
$30,000.00 in the 2004 Municipal Budget

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the office of the
Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/15/04, The Times Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meetings
for 2004 in the Recreation Conference Room
of the Municipal Building 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.,
on the following dates:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
MONDAY, MARCH 1
MONDAY, APRIL 5
MONDAY, MAY 3
MONDAY, JUNE 7
MONDAY, JULY 12

 (Memorial Pool Complex)
NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6

1 T - 1/15/04, The Leader Fee: $21.93
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Thursday,
January 8, 2004 memorialized the following
Board action of  Monday, December 1,
2003:

02-25(V) BRUCE & EDNA ASHFORTH,
1249 PROSPECT STREET,
BLOCK 101, LOT 51, SEEKING
MINOR SUBDIVISION AP-
PROVAL WITH VARIANCES.
APPLICANT SEEKING TO
CREATE TWO SINGLE FAM-
ILY BUILDING LOTS FROM AN
EXISTING SINGLE LOT.  –
Denied.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 1/15/04, The Leader Fee: $18.36

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

www.goleader.com

College Club Scholarship
Applications Available

FANWOOD – Special appli-
cation forms for Fanwood-Scotch
Plains College Club scholarships
for academic year 2004-2005 are
available at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Counsel-
ing Office.

Applicants must be young
women in their senior year of high
school, who are current residents
of Fanwood or Scotch Plains, or
female undergraduates presently
in college seeking a bachelor of
arts degree, who were residents of
either community when they
graduated from high school.

Awards totaling $16,500 were
made in the year 2003 based on
financial need, academic achieve-
ment and character. The applica-
tion must be accompanied by a
reference from a teacher/profes-
sor or counselor, as well as tran-
scripts of grades from high school
or if applicable, college.

Applications must be post-
marked no later than Monday,
March 1, and addressed to Marie
Walford, Scholarship Chair-
woman, 24 Fieldcrest Drive,
Scotch Plains, 07076.

Since total application materi-
als may require additional post-
age, entrants should have the
packaged weighed at the post
office to ensure delivery. Hand-
delivered applications will not be
accepted.


