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•

– Obituaries –

Angeline Filiciello, 79
Angeline F. Filiciello, 79, of

Westfield died on Friday, January 2,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Scotch Plains, she resided
in Westfield for many years.

Mrs. Filiciello was a homemaker.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Domenick Filiciello, in 1989.
Surviving are a daughter, Joanne

Gibson; two sons, William Filiciello
and John Raymond Filiciello; a sis-
ter, Sue DiFrancesco; two brothers,
Nicholas Checchio and Mauro
Checchio, and eight grandchildren.

Services took place on Wednes-
day, January 7, at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were completed by
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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William E. Miicke, 79, U.S. Marine;
Had Long Career With RCA Corp.

William Edward Miicke, 79, of
Mountainside died on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, at his home.

Born in Newark, he was a
Mountainside resident for 42 years.

Prior to retiring in 1990, Mr. Miicke
had been employed with the RCA
Corporation in Harrison and New
York City for 39 years, serving in
management positions in corporate
finance and information systems.
Earlier, he had worked in personnel
at the Harrison Tube Division.

He was awarded a degree in business
administration from the University of
Miami in Florida, where he played on
the Hurricanes football team.

A United States Marine Corps vet-
eran of World War II, he served in the
South Pacific and participated in the
battle for Kwajalein, among others.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, William H. and Caroline Miicke.

Surviving are his wife of 48 years,
Arlene Miicke; three sons, William
Miicke, Robert Miicke and Blair
Miicke; a daughter, Betsy Naulty,
and six grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Friday, January 9, at the Bradley-
Brough Funeral Home in Summit.

Memorial donations may be made
to either the St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, Tenn. 38105 or to the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, 1034 Sa-
lem Road, Union 07083.
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William Olson, 56, Business Owner;
Securities and Mortgage Broker

William G. Olson, 56, of
Mountainside died on Friday, Janu-
ary 9, at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born in Indianapolis, Ind., he had
lived in Olney, Md. before moving to
Mountainside 10 years ago.

A financial advisor, securities bro-
ker and mortgage broker, Mr. Olson
was the owner of Outlook Unlimited
in Mountainside.

He graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1965 and
attended Indiana University in
Bloomington, Ind.

He served in the United States
Marine Corps Reserves from 1967 to
1973.

Mr. Olson was a member of the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

He was predeceased by his father,
John H. Olson, in 1994, and his sis-
ter, Carolyn Castaldo, in 1993.

Surviving are two sons, Chris Olson
of Colorado and Daniel Olson of
New York; two daughters, Andrea
Olson and Ashley Olson, both of
New York; his mother, Juanita Koch
Olson of Mountainside; two broth-
ers, David Olson of Wolfeboro, N.H.
and Robert Olson of Rockville, Md.,
and a grandson.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, January 12, at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.
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DEATH NOTICE
Stuart Awbrey, 66, Chronicle Editor;

Advocate For Those With Alzheimer’s

Stuart Awbrey

Stuart Awbrey, a former newspa-
per editor whose award-winning
community journalism and shoe-
leather civic boosterism revitalized
The Cranford Chronicle in the 1980s,
died on Sunday, January 11, after a
long struggle with Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease. He was 66 years old.

Mr. Awbrey bought The  Cranford
Chronicle with his wife, Beverley, in
1978, and refocused the paper’s cov-
erage on local issues, including poli-
tics, crime, and the controversial re-
development of Cranford’s down-
town. As a husband-and-wife team,
the Awbreys rejuvinated the nearly
century-old paper, with Beverley art-
fully managing the paper’s lifeblood
advertising section and Stuart hold-
ing down the editorial side. In his
first Chronicle editorial, in 1978,
Mr. Awbrey wrote that he would
make no “instant judgments” on lo-
cal issues, but gave notice that he
would be heard from
“gradually…and certainly not pre-
cipitously.”

His careful reporting and tena-
cious editorializing – informed by a
deeply held commitment to public
service – led to more than 90 awards
over his 11 years at The Chronicle.

Among the paper’s most presti-
gious awards was the 1980 New Jer-
sey Press Association’s Enterprise
Award for a series on a tenure scan-
dal in the Cranford school system,
and the superintendent’s use of pri-
vate investigators to spy on faculty
members. The series also brought a
financially crippling (and ultimately
unsuccessful) lawsuit from the su-
perintendent, but sealed Mr. Awbrey’s
reputation as a fair and thoughtful
public advocate.

In his 1997 memoir, “Chronicles of
a Community Journalist,” Mr. Awbrey
recalled some of the heat his writing
generated, and wrote that although he
had been occasionally plagued by
doubts, he remained committed to the
ideals of public advocacy.

“In all my years, I’ve gained much
more than I’ve lost by speaking up,”
he wrote. “And the town and its
newspaper usually gained, too.”

Mr. Awbrey carried his zeal for
news to areas beyond politics, writ-
ing absorbing articles about subjects
as diverse as the history of short-line
railroads in New Jersey, local crimes
and accidents, nudist bicyclists, UFO
sightings, high school sports, local
military veterans, and tornadoes.

His enthusiasm for news was rooted
in a passion for Henry David
Thoreau’s philosophy of constant
action. “I always wanted to capture a
bank robber,” Mr. Awbrey wrote in
his memoir of his love of anticipat-
ing the unexpected and the thrill of a
sudden scoop.

As a college student, Mr. Awbrey
described journalism as “a chance to
balance reason and passion, thought
and action, materialism and spiritual
attainment.”

Owning a newspaper was a long-
time dream for the Kansas-born Mr.
Awbrey, who began his journalism
career on the sports and copy desks
of The Parsons (Kansas) Sun. He
later attended Columbia University’s
school of journalism and worked on
the metro desk of the Chicago Daily
News.

As an Army reservist, Mr. Awbrey
developed his editorial style with a
series of iconoclastic dispatches
from military bases during a period
of Cold War tension in 1961. The
stories won him a following among
Kansas newspaper readers, but a
reproach from his commanding of-
ficer.

Mr. Awbrey remained active in
Union County journalism after sell-
ing The Chronicle in 1989. He joined
Forbes Newspapers as the founding
editor of The Westfield Record and
editor of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Press.

As an editor, Mr. Awbrey trained a
cohort of young reporters in his news-
rooms, exhorting them to dig deeply
into their stories, but always be ready
to “go with what you’ve got.”

He capped his career as editor of
The New Jersey Lawyer, the news-
paper of the New Jersey State Bar
Association. Throughout his career,
Mr. Awbrey was active in the New
Jersey State Press Association, serv-
ing as a director for eight years and
holding several committee positions.

After being diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s Disease in 1994, Mr.

Awbrey became a dogged advocate
for Alzheimer’s patients and their
families, working tirelessly to raise
awareness about the disease and pro-
moting the Alzheimer’s Association
as a resource for information on treat-
ments and other care.

In 1999, he testified before the
Senate Special Committee on Ag-
ing, saying, “I can’t allow myself to
be preoccupied with the losses of the
future — my longing to grow old
along with my wife, sharing pre-
cious moments with my daughters
and grandchildren. Instead, I focus
on the present, living each day to its
fullest. I want to urge this committee
to do what you can, now, to fight this
deadly disease. So many of us will be
grateful for your efforts.”

With his wife, he appeared on the
“NBC Nightly News” and the “Phil
Donahue Show.” His desire to com-
municate never waned, despite an
increasing inability to speak clearly
or form coherent sentences. His last
interviews, documented by the pub-
lic radio program “The Infinite
Mind,” are heart-rending portraits of
his courageous effort to share his
experience with others.

His diagnosis also sparked a rich
period of research and writing, in-
cluding his memoir and a detailed
personal journal about his battle
against a disease he called “the silent
bullet.” In the journal, he chronicled
the slow slipping away of his mental
faculties and his efforts to block the
progress of the disease through vari-
ous experimental medications.

Reading, writing, tennis and travel,
including a camel safari into the
Moroccan desert, were also staples
in his self-prescribed treatment regi-
men.

The eldest of three children, Mr.
Awbrey left his family home in Kan-
sas early, serving as a Congressional
page at the age of 17. But while he
left his Midwestern childhood be-
hind him, his commitment to family
remained strong; he was particularly
interested in his family’s Scottish
roots and made several trips to Scot-
land, New England and the
Shenandoah Valley to document his
ancestry. His own family, including
the standard schnauzer, served as a
frequent foil in some of his light-
hearted editorials.

Prior to his purchase of The
Chronicle, Mr. Awbrey was involved
in the Children’s Television Work-
shop (“Sesame Street” and “The Elec-
tric Company”) in New York City, as
a vice president and account execu-
tive of Carl Byoir and Associates, the
public relations firm.

Before that he edited the Peace
Corps Volunteer Magazine, a world-
wide publication that took him around
the globe, and was a spokesman for
the agency during the Johnson Ad-
ministration.

He was also special assistant to
U.S. Representative Sidney Yates of
Illinois in Washington. Subsequently,
he was Senior Public Affairs Repre-
sentative of IBM Corporation, where
he was a speechwriter for IBM Presi-
dent Frank Cary.

Mr. Awbrey was born October 13,
1937, in Kansas City, Mo. He gradu-
ated from Parsons High School in
1955, and received a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the College of
Wooster in Ohio. He was a varsity
letterman at Wooster and was a mem-
ber of the “W” Association. He re-
ceived a master’s degree in journal-
ism from Columbia in 1960, and was
a Rotary Fellow for International
Understanding at the University of
Ghana in West Africa. He later be-
came a member of the Cranford Ro-
tary Club.

Mr. Awbrey was a member of the
Society of Professional Journalists
and of the National Newspaper As-
sociation and the International Soci-
ety of Weekly Newspaper Editors.

He is survived by his wife and two
daughters, Kimberley, of New Ha-
ven, Conn., and Lee, of Montpelier,
Vt.; two granddaughters, Isabel and
Catherine, both of New Haven; his
mother, Mrs. Nancy Swenarton, of
Colorado Springs, Colo.; a brother,
John, of Colorado Springs, and a
sister, Nancy, of Pasadena, Calif.

A memorial service will be held
Saturday, January 24, 2004 at 2 p.m.
at the Unitarian Church in Summit.
In lieu of flowers, the family would
appreciate contributions to the
Greater New Jersey chapter of the
Alzheimer’s Association.
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DEATH NOTICE
Bruce C. Mey, 57, Was Army Veteran;
VP at Interstate Trucking Company

Bruce Charles Mey of Cranford,
an automotive maintenance expert
and United States Army veteran, died
on Wednesday, January 7, at St.
Michael’s Hospital in Newark from
complications following a heart at-
tack on December 27.

Born in Cranford and reared in
Westfield, where he was graduated
from high school in 1966, he was 57.
He served three years with the Army
from 1967-1969, two years of which
he was overseas in Germany.

Mr. Mey was a typical young man
who fell in love with the automobile.
He competed as a drag race driver,
ran the Army motor pool during his
military career and spent the rest of
his adult life as a mechanic with

North Jersey Express of Union.
During 33 years with North Jersey,

he rose from a grease-on-his-hands
mechanic to the vice-president of
fleet maintenance for the interstate
trucking firm.

Mr. Mey also undertook extensive
airplane flying instruction, which
qualified him for solo flying, but he
never took an examination for a pilot’s
license.

Mr. Mey is survived by his wife, E.
Lisa Hoffman of Cranford, and two
sisters, Pamela Lowyns and Marga-
ret Hoeme, of Denver, Colo.

Private services were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
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DEATH NOTICE
Louise De Stefanis, 84
Louise J. De Stefanis, 84, of

Westfield died on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 7, at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born in Cranford, she had lived
there before moving to Westfield 46
years ago.

Mrs. De Stefanis had worked as a
saleswoman at Argand’s children’s
clothing store in Clark and in the
children’s department of Lord &
Taylor in Westfield for 15 years,
retiring in 1988.

She was the wife of the late Ed-
ward De Stefanis.

Mrs. De Stefanis was the devoted
mother of Patricia Cilo and her hus-
band, David, and of John E. De
Stefanis; cherished grandmother of
Stephanie Faragi and her husband,
Dean; dear sister of Rose Ostrowsky,
Maggie Simone, Margaret Gonnella,
Helen Ross, Paul Di Lorenzo and his
wife, Bessie, and the late Warren Di
Lorenzo and Jean Sawyer. She was
also the dear aunt of many nieces and
nephews.

The funeral was conducted on
Monday, January 12, from the Dooley
Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. A Mass followed
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment was
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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John V. Bataille, 76
John V. Bataille, 76, of

Mountainside died on Thursday,
January 8, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Newark, he was a Spring-
field resident for most of his life. He
moved to Mountainside in 1969.

Between 1982 and 1992, Mr.
Bataille had been employed in the
mail department of the New Jersey
Institute of Technology in Newark.
Prior to that, he had been an insur-
ance rater for Ward & Co. in Spring-
field for many years.

He served as a Corporal in the
United States Army during peace-
time.

Mr. Bataille was Treasurer of the
Mountainside Senior Citizens.

Surviving are his wife, Louisa Price
Bataille; four brothers, Edwin J.
Bataille, Robert Bataille, Richard E.
Bataille and Thomas Bataille, and
three sisters, Alice Hajgetter, Marilyn
Parette and Nancy L. DeFrance.

The funeral was held on Monday,
January 12, at the Bradley, Smith &
Smith Funeral Home in Springfield.
A Mass followed at St. James Roman
Catholic Church in Springfield. In-
terment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society, 669
Littleton Road, Parsippany 07054-
4836.
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Richard Sefing, 72, CPA, Navy Veteran;
Corporate Accounting Benefits Manager

Miriam D. Ruopp, 86
Miriam D. Ruopp, 86, died on

Wednesday, January 7, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she lived
in Westfield for the last 50 years.

Surviving are her husband of 58
years, Howard J. Ruopp; a son,
Howard J. Ruopp of Westfield, and a
daughter, Michele M. Ruopp of
Plainfield.

Private graveside funeral services
will be held under the direction of
the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

January 15, 2004

Richard J. Sefing, 72, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, January 6, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Hazelton, Pa., he resided
in Philadelphia prior to moving to
Westfield 40 years ago.

Mr. Sefing, a Certified Public Ac-
countant, had worked for 29 years
for the Amerada Hess Corporation in
Woodbridge, retiring in 1992 as
manager of corporate accounting
benefits.

He was a graduate of Drexel Uni-
versity in Philadelphia, which
awarded him a bachelor’s degree in
business.

He served in the United States
Navy during peacetime.

Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Grace Paserp Sefing; a daughter, Lori
Miller of Phillipsburg; a brother, Elias
Sefing of Pennsylvania, and two
granddaughters.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
January 10, from the Walter J.

Johnson Funeral Home in Clark. A
Mass followed at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. En-
tombment took place at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Helping Hands and Hearts,
in care of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield 07090.
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John Gotberg, 82, Telephone Engineer;
Active With Trinity Reformed Church

John H. Gotberg, 82, of Fanwood
died on Wednesday, January 7, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Chicago, Ill., he had lived
in North Plainfield before moving to
Fanwood 49 years ago.

Mr. Gotberg had been employed
as a telephone engineer with New
Jersey Bell for 33 years prior to
retiring in 1985. Earlier, he had
worked for the Federal Shipbuilding
Company in Kearny and the De Laval
Company in New York.

He was a graduate of North
Plainfield High School and received
his bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Rutgers Univer-
sity.

Mr. Gotberg was a veteran of World
War II, having served as a Staff Ser-
geant with the 559th Bomb Squad-
ron of the United States Army.

A member of the Trinity Re-
formed Church in North Plainfield,
he served as an Elder and Deacon

there for many years, and volun-
teered with the FISH program at
the church. He also worked with
Boy Scout Troop No. 37 of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

Surviving are his wife, Doris
“Betty” Gotberg; two sons, John H.
Gotberg, Jr. of Wayne and Richard
A. Gotberg of Hazlet; a daughter,
Barbara G. Hildebrant of Oldwick,
and a sister, Jean G. Rex of Sylvania,
Ohio.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, January 17, at
the Trinity Reformed Church. There
will be no visitation.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Trinity
Reformed Church Endowment Fund,
in care of Trinity Reformed Church,
401 Greenbrook Road, North
Plainfield 07063.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.
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Bettie Zimmerman
Bettie Zimmerman of Basking

Ridge died on Tuesday, January 13,
at the Bridgeway Care Center in
Bridgewater.

Born in Springfield, Mass. to Chan
and Mary Depew, she had lived in
Edmonton, Canada, Manchester,
N.H. and Westfield before coming to
Scotch Plains in 1961. She moved to
the Sunrise Senior Living in Basking
Ridge in March of 2003.

Mrs. Zimmerman was a longtime
member of the New Jersey Jazz So-
ciety.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, George F. Zimmerman, in
1983. He had been a Captain in the
United States Army Air Corps.

Surviving are a son, Mark
Zimmerman; a daughter, Karen Hunt,
and two grandchildren.

Private funeral services were un-
der the direction of the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association
of Northern New Jersey, 400 Morris
Avenue, Suite 251, Denville 07834.
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