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Your Piggybank Savings Account is the
fun way to save—

Your Statement Savings Account earns 
2% interest— 2.02% APY*!

No minimum balance requirement!

Bring in your coins to our South Avenue
branch and use our automated coin 
sorter to count them for FREE!

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

only at The Town Bank of Westfield

We have gifts just for you!**

• Open your account with $10 or 
more and we’ll add another $10!

• Take home a FREE GIFT!
A Piggybank!

Piggybank Savings

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. 
**Account must remain open for one year to earn the $10 premium. Offer of piggybank good only while supplies last.

2.02%
APY*

YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE✔

UCC helped 
these grads change

their lives, 
Union County College graduates are successful 

doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs, broadcast 
professionals, and business people.

Change your life ... register today.
Choose from over 90 Programs of Study 
plus English as a Second Language (ESL)

Spring classes begin January 21 (Register until Jan. 27)
Late Start classes begin February 10

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

5 1 6  M I L L B U R N  AV E . ,  S H O RT  H I L L S  •  9 7 3 - 3 7 9 - 1 0 8 0
Mon.-Fri .  9:30-5:30, Sat.  9:30-5:00

T H E  U LT I M AT E  F U R  &
H I G H  FA S H I O N  SA LO N

F U R  S A L E

Incomparable Savings On Our Distinctive Selections Of...

P R E - R E N OVAT I O N

MINK, SHEARED MINK, SABLE,  SHEARED BEAVER,
CHRISTIA, CHRiST and DOMINIC BELLISIMO SHEARLINGS.

HONORED FOR TIME…On Monday, January 5, the Fanwood Republican
Club honored Lou Jung for his successful term as Mayor and 22 years of service
to the borough. Mr. Jung was presented with a handsome, inscribed clock.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Ted Moore, Sophie Kauchak, Lou Jung, Tom
Drubulis, Joe Britt and John Gurley.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GALA HONOREES…During the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala on
December 5, Mayor Martin Marks presented several awards for outstanding
volunteerism. Pictured, from left to right, are: UNICO President Pat Harrington,
accepting the award for his organization; Female Volunteer Award recipient
Laura Swidersky, and Male Volunteer Award recipient Steve Goldberg.

If You Can’t Stand Dissent,
You’re In The Wrong Country!

I liked the Pen & Ink column by
Michelle LePoidevin in your January
8th edition as a form of road rage, where
an individual behaves in a bizarre and
hateful manner, and sometimes mistak-
enly causes serious damage.

She refers to G. W. Bush’s “over-
whelming capture of the White House”.
Excuse me, didn’t he lose the overall
popular vote by over 200,000 votes in
2000? Didn’t it take about a month to
determine who won in Florida and didn’t
it come about by a 5 to 4 decision by the
Supreme Court that he slipped into the
presidency?

I wonder how she would have ex-
pressed herself if the decision had gone
in favor of Al Gore, but it certainly
wasn’t an “overwhelming capture”.

On the subject of anti-Bush ads, I have
not seen any of those produced by
Moveon, but she mentions Bush’s
premise that Iraq harbored weapons of
mass destruction. Just this week, the
Carnegie Institute published an exhaus-
tive study that concluded that the Bush
Administration greatly exaggerated that
potential and misled the nation as to the
threat that Saddam Hussein posed to us.
There was no hard evidence of any of
these weapons and that facts were fudged
and pressure was applied to push this
agenda.

Clearly, he was not in league with
Osama Bin Laden. It was reported just a
few days ago that our inspection teams
for weapons have greatly reduced their

numbers. That speaks volumes for the
case that he was a danger to America.

While Saddam Hussein was a brutal
dictator, many feel that it wasn’t worth
the loss of American lives, the stupefy-
ing cost to our taxpayers, and the unde-
niable loss of goodwill for the U.S. after
9/11 for most people on this planet.

Yes, it was great they destroyed his
criminal regime, but if that is our aim,
we’ve got about another twenty more
criminals running countries all over the
world. I’m certain Americans are not
ready to go down that road.

Just this weekend, a Danish inspec-
tion team discovered and destroyed bio-
logical weapons buried in Iraq after the
Iran-Iraq war. These certainly were not
a threat to anyone.

Before Ms. LePoidevin impugns the
patriotism or the sanity of those that
don’t follow in lock step with G. W.
Bush, she ought to contemplate the
thought that if you can’t stand dissent of
the President of the U.S., you’re in the
wrong country!

Jack R. Dazzo
Westfield

Former State Senator Suliga Promises
Loyalty to Linden; Thanks Supporters

Editor’s Note: Former Senator Joseph
Suliga, who serves as the city’s Chief
Financial Officer, mailed the following
letter to homes in Linden.

* * * * * * *
For the past 26 years, I have had the

high honor and privilege of serving you
in many capacities: a Board of Educa-
tion member for six years, the Seventh
Ward Councilman for four years, a Union
County Freeholder for a term, State As-
semblyman for eight years and State
Senator for two years.

As you may be aware, I did not finish
out my re-election campaign due to per-
sonal reasons.

I am writing to thank you for the

confidence and support you have given
me so many, many times. The outpour-
ing of good wishes, prayers and emo-
tional support I have received over the
past several months has given me new
insight into the good that is within people.

I will continue to serve you in my
position as the Chief Financial Officer of
Linden. I am deeply indebted to so many
people and have a great deal of satisfac-
tion from working in our municipality.

Thank you again for all of your sup-
port and confidence you have shown me
for these past 26 years.

Joseph Suliga,
Linden

Letters to the Editor

Legislature Advances Green
Bill on Crime Reporting

Tuttle Parkway and North Avenue
Intersection Is Dangerous

This letter is intended to highlight
and make people aware of a very seri-
ous auto traffic problem in Westfield
and request that the town take immedi-
ate steps to prevent another serious
accident.  The problem is the potential
danger for motorists traveling over the
Tuttle Parkway overpass from South
Avenue to North Avenue (just west of
Lord & Taylor).

From the stop sign on Tuttle Park-
way, drivers’ visibility of North Av-
enue in either direction is greatly ob-
structed. The poor visibility forces driv-
ers to enter the intersection somewhat
uncertain of the position of traffic ap-
proaching from either direction on North
Avenue.

Another factor is that it is difficult
for cars approaching from either direc-
tion on North Avenue to discern the
intersection, and, therefore, drivers are

less prepared to deal with cross-traffic.
It is my understanding that there have

been a number of fairly serious acci-
dents in this location and that the town
is aware of the danger.  To avoid further
accidents and possible associated li-
ability, I strongly urge the town to act
immediately to install a traffic light or
stop sign.  If not, the visibility should be
improved by eliminating or moving ob-
structions.

As a side note, this may be the only
intersection along the length of North
and South Avenues where crossing is
not protected by a stoplight.

A copy of this letter is being for-
warded to the Westfield Town Council.

Thank you and I appreciate any action
taken to address this problem.

Jon R. Burley
Westfield

TRENTON — Both houses of the
Legislature voted Tuesday to adopt
changes to legislation that would
require municipal housing authori-
ties to file annual reports on violent
crimes and drug offenses occurring
in their buildings and on their
grounds.

Assembly Deputy Speaker Jerry
Green of Plainfield sponsored the
legislation, and Governor McGreevey
recommended the modifications.

“The state wants to do a better job
of tracking how public housing au-
thorities utilize taxpayer dollars, but
there is a real dearth of statistics with
which to make any sort of educated
analysis,” said Mr. Green.

The Assembly voted 72-0 and the
Senate was unanimous. The modifi-
cations include adding definitions
for the terms “violent crime” and
“drug offenses” in the legislation,
and adjust the date of reporting by
the housing authority to September 1
of each year, rather than July 1. In
addition, the modifications include
clarification that the legislation only
applies to the owner of a property
consisting of 10 or more rental units
and receiving project-based federal
Section 8 rental assistance.

Under the bill (A-3522), local hous-
ing authority directors would be re-
quired to annually provide the state
Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) with information on the num-
ber and types of violent crimes and
drug offenses committed on prop-

erty owned by the authority or on
properties for which the authority
provides rental assistance. The DCA
would compile and analyze the in-
formation from the various authori-
ties, producing a statewide report
that could then be reviewed by the
state legislature.

The measure also would require
the DCA to modify the course cur-
riculum for housing authority mem-
bers and executive directors to in-
clude training on strategies for drug
elimination and crime prevention and
control, and the use of drug elimina-
tion funds.

“Housing authorities have an obli-
gation to rid their properties of drug
dealers and other criminal offend-
ers,” said Green. “However, the state
should monitor these authorities to
ensure that crime fighting is a top
priority and the residents of these
communities live in safe environ-
ments.”

The Governor has until noon on
January 20 to sign the bill into law.

The Union County GOP Lincoln
Day Dinner will be
held on Thursday,
February 12, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
The Westwood in
Garwood.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-0200.

Calendar Note

To reach The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

For more information, please see
www.goleader.com


